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BCB procession: Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB)

out a procession to celebrate Bangladesh's Test
status. Venue: Dhaka Stadium. Time 8.30 am.
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Li
temporary

yesterday, reports

Day temperature may rise by 1 to 2 degree Celsius over the
country during the period, Met office said.
's highest temperature recorded
Celsius at Jessore and the lowest 21.3 degree Celsius

The count
33.8 degree
at Barisal.

The sun sets in the capital today at 6,50 pm and rises to-

morrow at 5.14 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
In Celsfus percentage
Max Min Morning Ew:nll;g
Dhaka 32.4 24.0 74
Chittagong 325 24.7 78 79
Rajshahi 318 24.6 100 81
Khulna 335 234 75 74
Barisal 33.0 21.3 83 73
Sylhet 27.5 243 97 97 -
Cox's Bazar 32.6 24.0 I 80

Moderate rainfall likely

ght to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by
gusty wind is likely at most places over Chittagong.
Rajshahi and Sylhet divisions and at many places over Dhaka,

Barisal and Khulna divisions with moderately heavy
places over Chltta%ung. Rajshahi and Sylhet divisions till 6 pm
NB.

falls at

yesterday was

Zaker Party held a grand rally at Paltan Maidan in the city yesterday.

— Star photo

BNP city unit

By Staff Correspondent

The Dhaka city BNP yester-
day organised a milad mah/il
and discussion meeting in
memory of late BNP leader Is-
mail Hossain Mia.

Held at the BNP central of-
fice. it was addressed by BNP
secretary general Abdul Man-
nan Bhuivan, Sadek Hossain
Khoka MP and Abdus Salam.

Paying tribute to the late
leader. Bhuivan said that Is-
mail Hossain Mia's commit-
ment to the party was unques-
tionable and he had become
popular within a very short
time Ihrcuﬁ{h his active partici-
pation in all programmes of the
party.

BNP leaders Abdul Matin
Chowdhury, M K Anwar MP,
Ashraf Hossain., Gayeshwar
Chandra Roy. Alamgir Kabir
MP. Moazzem Hossain Alal
Jativa Party leader Saifur
Rahman and a large number ol
leaders and activists attended
the milad.

FEMA

The Fair Election Monitor-
ing Alliance (FEMA) organised
a discussion meeting with the
representatives of some leading

NGOs in the country at FEMA
}Ofﬁce yesterday, says a press re-
lease.

The meeting discussed dif-
ferent aspects of the ongoing
advocacy programme on elec-
toral law reform recommenda-
tion pertaining to the election
to parliament formulated by
FEMA.

The representatives of the
NGOs expressed their solidarity
and said that they will extend
their support and cooperation
to make the advocacy pro-
granmuine a success.

Actin Chairperson of
FEMA Abul Ahsan presided
over the meeting. Among oth-
ers., Munira Khan, Ataur Rah-
man, Dr Shawkat Ara Hossain,
H. M. Nazrul Islamm. Mostafa
Sohel of FEMA and the repre-
sentative of ADAB. PROSHIKA,

s

CCDB. VHSS, CDF, BRAC, CAR-
ITAS and Dhaka Ahsania Mis-
sion were present at the meet-

ing.

BAF

Bangladesh Air Force (BAF)
has joined the national tree
plantation campaign initiated
by Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina a few days ago, reports
BSS.

Chief of the Air Staff Air
Vice-Marshal Jamal Uddin
Ahmed inaugurated the tree
plantation programme by
planting a Krishna Chura
sapling at the Air Headquarters
yesterday. Senior BAF officers
were present on the occasion.

Bangladesh Air Force has
taken u1[> an elaborate pro-
gramme for tree plantation this
year.

Prerona

State Minister for Informa-
tion Prof Abu Sayeed has said
the government under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina has expanded
the development activities to
emsure welfare of the people, re-
ports BSS. |

The State Minister was ad-
dressing a cultural programme
jointly organised by Prerona, a
voluntary organisation and the
National Museum on Sunday.
The disabled people rendered
songs at the function.

e said the Prime Minister
has established National Foun-
dation for the Handicapped
(NFH) and adopted a policy for
the betterment of the disabled.

He urged the non-govern-
ment organisations to help the
government implement the pol-
icy.

Presided over by Director
General of Shilpakala Academy
Azad Rahman, the function was
addressed. among others, by
Rozina Begum, Prerona presi-
dent Dalia Nawshin, actor
Shahid Islam Sacchu, and NFH
general secretary Sultana Za-
man.
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Ambassador of the Netherlands DCB den Haas (right) and
Founder Executive Director of BRAC Fazle Hasan Abed
shaking hands after they signed an agreement on Dutch
grant of Tk 75 crore for BRAC’s Non-Formal Primary
Education Programme yesterday.

Academy of Research on Health Education and Ethies
{AROHEIE} held a symposium on the theme “Training
Professionals to Prevent Violence Against Women” to
'N International Day in Support of
the conference room of Centre for

commemorate the “UN
Torture Victims” at
Medical Education.

e .

Bcademy of Regearch on Heofth, Educalion B ETFCS PRUMELS
Cartre for Medica! Education (CME)
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Clash with police

10 arrested
from MMCH

MYMENSINGH, June 26: Po-
lice today arrested 10 people
from Mymensingh Medical Col-
le(fe Hospital (MMCH) who were
admitted there after receiving
injuries in Sunday's clash with
police, reports UNB.

The arrested are Jalal, 35,
Hafijuddin, 15, Abdul Khaleq,
25, Iman Ali, 60, Shafiqul Is-
lamn, 25, Rafiqul Islam, 26, Abu
Bakar Siddiq, 20, Taher Ali, 15,
Majibar, 25 and Soleman, 20.
They sustained bullet wounds
during the clash.

Meanwhile, injured police
inspector Zahirul Huq and con-
stables Haran .Chandra
Chakrabarti and Sukkur
Mahmud were shifted to the
MMCH from the thana health
complex.

Two people were killed and
50 others, including 10 police-
men, injured in the clash be-
tween police and mob at San-
toshpur in Fulpur-Modhupur
area over stealing of pineapple

NU honours exam

8 students
file writ
petition

Some 8 examinees of Hon-
ours Part-IIl under the National
University in a writ petition in
the High Court yesterday sought
directive upon the authority to
defer the examination sched-
uled to begin on July 29, reports
UNB.

The division bench compris-
ing Justice Mainur Reza
Chowdhury and Justice Mo-
hammad Mozammel Hossain
adjourned till Thursday the
hearing on the question of is-
suance of rule.

The petitioners seeking to
defer the examination con-
tended that the course has not
been completed.

The court asked the counsel
for the petitioners to submit au-
thenticated documents from the
National University whether
the sessijon for 1996-97 in ques-
tion has been completed in last
three years or not.

Tk 75cr Dutch
grant to BRAC
edn programme

The government of the
Netherlands will provide 35
million guilder equivalent to
Tk 75 crores as grant to BRAC
for its Non-Formal Primary
Education Programme Phase-
lIl. says a press release.

An agreement in this regard
was signed by the Ambassador
of the Netherlands D.C.B den
Haas and the Founder Executive
Director of BRAC Fazle Hasan
Abed at the BRAC Centre yes-
terday. This brings the Dutch

overnment's contribution to
RAC's education programme
to Tk 170 crores.

The government of the
Netherlands, a long-time devel-
opment partner, has over the
years contributed Tk 216 crore
to BRAC's Rural Development
and Education Programmes. In
addition, over the last two
decades, the government and
the people of the Netherlands,
through a Dutch civil society
organisation NOVIB, have con-
tributed more than Tk 210 crore
to BRAC In pursuing its poverty
alleviation goals. '

BRAC 1Is running 34,000
non-formal primary schools
throughout the country where
1.1 million poor children are
receiving primary education.
Over 1.6 million have already
graduated from these schools
and most of them are pursuing
their studies In higher classes
in high schools and colleges.
BRAC also reaches more than
40 milllon people through its
health services and poverty al-
leviation programmes.

The 19th death
anniversa
Advocate Adel
Uddin Ahmed,
a noted lawyer,
politician and
social worker,
was observed
yesterday, says
a press release,
A doa mahfil

was held after Asr prayers at

his Faridpur restdence to mark
the occaslon,

A minister in the then Pak-

istan, Adeluddin was president

Paksey Bridge

The Roads and Highways De-
artment (RHD) today opens the
nancial offers of three bidders
for Paksey bridge project amid
allegations of foul play, sources
concerned said.
Six companies
in the re-tender for the 20
lion dollar project late
year.

Previously, RHD had floated
tender but the process stopped
due to allegations of foul play
and lack of participation.

Now one of the bidders, dis-
qualified in the first phase of
evaluation or technical evalua-
tion, alleges that RHD has ac-
cepted a Chinese contractor —
Major Bridge Engineering Bu-
reau (MBEB) — as technically
qualified though there were ma-
jor deficiencies in its’ proposal.
Sources said technical eval-
uation had listed nine "Key Cri-
teria® and in case a bidder
failed in any one. he was to be
declared "non-conforming”
and his bid was to be rejected.
One of the “Key Criteria” is
the "Bank Commitment Letter".

participated
mil-
last

RHD opens offers of
three bidders today

Star Report

But MBEB had provided its’
bank commitment in terms of
Chinese currency, instead of US
dollar as was required.

However, after the opening
of technical bids, the authori-
ties violating their own rules,
gave MBEB an opportunity to
change that andLFlve commit-
ment in terms of US dollar.

The tender terms clearly
stated that no "material devia-
tion” can be corrected In to
make a “non-conforming ~ bid
a “conforming” bid.

An official noted that since
MBEB had submitted dollar-
based Bank Commitment Letter
to pre-qualify and when they
changed the same during the
bidding, legally their pre-quali-
fication should have been can-
celled.

"A political lobby was influ-
encing the project’s consultant
and RHD to award the contract
to the Chinese bidder.," one
source said seeking anonymity.

The 1.8 ki bridge is being
constructed under a Japanese
credit scheme.

Death anniversary

of
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torious performance of the
Bangladesh team in the world
of cricket in the days ahead.
Priine Minister Hasina said:
"l can’t express my joy and feél-
ings in words at this happiest
hour of the nation. It is the ful-
fillment of my long cherished
dream,” she told waiting news-
men in her instant reaction to
the ICC decision taken at the
Lord’s.

The prime minister con-
veyed her heartfelt congratula-
tions to the countrymen on
their greatest achievement in
the international sports arena
and those countries who sup-
ported Bangladesh for gaining
the Test status.

Immediately after Cabinet
meeting, the Prime Minister
came out of her office to spell
out her joy and emotion to the
journalists.

“It's a day of celebration ... |
must thank our boys, the crick-
eters who have been able to lift
cricket to international stan-
dards and bring laurels for the
country.” Hasina said.

Moreover, government min-
isters and political. sports and
professional leaders termed
yesterday the country's earning
of cricket Test status as the
Ereatest sporting achievement

y far, saying it added boosted
the country’s image to a great
deal.

Those who hailed the
achievement iInclude DCC
Mayor Mohammed Hanif, State
Minister for Shipping and
Dhaka City Awami League gen-
eral secretary Mofazzal Hossain
Chowdhury Maya. fuumliuﬁ
eneral secretary of BCB an
wami League central leader

US Peace Corps
may expand work
in Bangladesh

US Peace Corps, presently
engaged in providing English
language training to primary
school teachers in Bangladesh,
may expand its programines to
other sectors in future, reports
BSS.

Margaret Goodman, Country
Director of US Peace Corps In
Dhaka, told BSS about this
possiblility saying that in addi-
tion to the education sector, the
Peace Corps Volunteers (PCV)
have been working in different
countries of the world in health
care, computer education, envi-
ronment and agricultnre devel-
opment sectors

In 1997, Bangladesh invited
the Peace Corps 1o develop a
programme  that  would
“supplement the government's
efforts™ to uplitt the socio-eco-
nomic conditions ol its people,
Peace Corps In its turn alter
discussion with Bangladesh of-
ficlals decided to take up trafn-
ing of English teachers as (s
first programume.

Goodman sald that the first
batch of 17 PCVs arrived In
Bangladesh one and a half year
back to work as English lan-
guage training Instructors for
primary school teachers for a
period of 2 years, Prior to [oin-
ing thelr work, they underwent
three-month long competency
based training, she -mlrl addin
that with the latest arrivals o

' of Farldpur district Awam|
League for ten years in the 60's.

PCVs, their total numbers now

| stands at 49.

)

President, PM hail

Mozaffar Hossain Paltu,.
Chairman of the Cricket Com-
mittee of Abahani Limited
Mostafa Kamal, MP, former
vice-president and general sec-
retary of BCB Raisuddin Ahmed
and Bangladesh Football Fed-
eration, Bangladesh Olympic
Association, Bangladesh Sports
Journalists’ Association,
Jatiya Press Club, Dhaka Re-
porters’ Unity, Mohammedan
Sporting Club, Abahani Lim-
ited, Orient Sports Club and
Brothrers Union.

Interview with
Hasina on
Channel-1 tonight

Channel-i will air a special
interview with Primne Minister
Sheikh Hasina at 8.40 pm to-
day, says a press release,

The interview was taken by
journalist Baby Moudud.

Khaleda, Khoka
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tude to Almighty Allah that
Bangladesh has been recognised
as a Test-playing country and
wishing that the current trend

of our success in the field of

arena continues.”

Khaleda said attaining test
status Is an outcome of united
and sincere efforts of all.
Bangladesh's achievements and
success in world cricket are also
the result of long and tireless ef-
forts.

She recalled the contribu-
tion of former foreign minister
and the then BCB president late
ASM Mostafizur Rahman to the
development of cricket in the
country,

“"Our responsibilities have
also increased manyfold fol-
lowing attainment of Test sta-
tus and we have to maintain
this dignity by improving the
standard of cricket. We will
have to take up a massive plan
to improve our players' skill
and efficiency,” she said.
adding, "We must provide
proper training to our (in-
domitable boys.

Sadek Hossain

BSS adds: Former State
Minister for Sports and Dhaka
City BNP President Sadek Hos-
sain Khoka, MP, vyesterday

reeted the achievement of the
ong-cherished cricket Test sta-
tus and thanked all past and
present cricketers, officials,
and coaches,

Khoka also congratulated
Bangladesh Cricket Board |[BCB|
presidents and general secre-
taries for their role and recalled
especlally formmer BCB president
the late ASM Mostafizur
Rahman for outstanding con-
tributions in the flourishing
and popularising the game In
the country.

He mentioned that former
Prime Minister and BNP
Chalirperson Khaleda Zia dur-
ing her tenure had patronised
the game of cricket taking spe
cial interest in the development
of the game.

In separate messages, BNP
secretary general Abdul Man-
nan Bhuiyvan MP, and Jamaat-
e-Islaml assistant secretary
general Mohammad Kamaruz-
zaman also congratulated play-
ers. officials, other concerned
and the countrymen for the at-
talmment of Test status.,

50 people were injured, over 100
houses damaged and many

S0 hurt, over 100 |
houses damaged
as tornado hits

Gournadi

From Staff Correspondent
BARISAL, June 27: At least

trees uprooted when a tornado
hit 13 villages at Gournadi
upazila of the district yesterday
afternoon.

Of the injured, 17 were ad-
mitted to the Barisal Medical
College Hospital (BMCH).

The Injured were Identified
as Ganesh, 60, Gouranga Das,
53, Sabita Rani, 24, Belayet, 42,
Sabuj, 25, Laiju, 15, Asma, 18,
Zahurul, 6, Mahidul, 5. Anls,
56, Rasheda, 22, Kamala Ranl,
20, Sahid, 12, Hossain All, 52,

Adam Ali, 46, Sohag, 14 and
Rabeya, 37.

Condition of Lalju was
stated to be critical.

The worst affected villages
are East and South Hosnabad,
Sarikal, Kandapasha, Nalchira
and Bishar Kandl where two
schools, and four madrassahas
were severely damaged, UNO of
Gournadl said.

HC i1ssues show

cause order
on EC

The Hi%:h Court yesterday
asked the Election Commission
(EC) to show cause within four
weeks as to why the order of EC
rejecting the prayer of Jatiya
Party's (M-M) objection to par-
ticipation of Mushtaque Ahmed
Chowdhury, Election Commis-
sioner, in the hearing to settle
dispute on former President
Hussain Mohammad Ershad’s
membership in Parllament
shall not be declared as without

lawful authority and of no legal
effect, reports BSS.

A High Court Division Bencl
comprising Justice Mainur
Reza Chowdhury and Justice
Mohammad Mozammel Hos-
sain also stayed for two months
all further proceedings of the
hearing by the EC of the dispute
regarding Ershad's membership
of Parliament.

Petitioner Anwar Hossain
Manju, Secretary General of
Jatiya Party (M-M), filed the
writ petition challenging the
order of Chief Election Com-
missioner (CEC).

The other respondents are
Mostaque Ahmagl Chowdhury
and H M Ershad of Jatiya Party.

On June 6, CEC rejected An-
war Hossain Manju's prayer not
to include Election Commis-
sioner Mushtaque Ahmed
Chowdhury in the hearing for
determination of the dispute
over H M Ershad's membership.

One slaughtered

in Demra
By Staff Correspondent

A young electric mechanic
was slaughtered by some
unidentified persons in front of
his residence at East Kadamtali
in the city's Demra area in the
early hours of yesterday.

The victim was identified as
Khalilur Rahman, 22, son Rafiq
Hawlader.

Quoting witnesses, police
said a gang of seven persons
called Khalil out of his house at
about 2:45 am and slaughtered
him

Police could not give reasons
for the killing.

Hamidullah, elder brother of
the victim, filed a case with
Demra thana accusing seven
unidentified persons for the
killing.

Police failed to arrest any
one in connection with the inci-
dent.

Indian woman
arrested 1n Ctg

From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, June 26: An
India woman was arrested for
her suspicious movement and
confusing statement to police in
the city today.

Special Branch police ar-
rested Taslima, 23, near the
passport office at Katalgonj at
around 5 pm.

Taslima in her statement to
the police said, one Sirajuddin,
a businessman of Majhir Ghat
Strand Road, married her and
brought her to Bangladesh on
April 14. She was going to the
passport office to extend her
visa as it had expired a few days
back, she said.

However, police said the
woman would be interrogated
further as they found her
statement contradictory. Police
suspected Taslima to be a
Tamil. *

Govt has a plan
to ease power
crisis by 2001

State Minister for Power and
Energy Prof Rafiqul Islam told
the Jatiya Sangsad vesterday |
that the government has
adopted a plan to ease the power
crisis and expand transmission
network by 2001, reports BSS.

Making statement on a call
attention notice by treasury
bench member Tahura All
(Women seat-15), the state min-
Ister said that when the present
government took over, the
power sector was in shamble
with acute shortage in power
generation. After taking over,
the government has imple-
mented varfous projects to re-
habilitate the sector, he said,
adding that over 1000 MW addi-
tional power has been added to
the national grid, so far.

Prof Islam said the govern-
ment iIs also expanding the dis-
tribution network to reach elec-
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relatives and hired goons of
iministers and MPs of the ruling
party have now become VIP ter-
rorists. Police do not accept any
case against them and never ar-
rest these notorious
criminals,” the city BNP
President saftl.

Several dangerous armed
Broups styled 'five star force,
seven star force, killer group,
rapist group etc., sheltered by
the rulers,' have created a reign
of terror and made life of the
city dwellers miserable.

The office of Dhaka City
Corporation has become a
fortress' of killers, terrorists
and such other criminals pa-
tronised by the Mayor, Khoka
alleged.

Summg press reports, the
APAC Convenor sald some 500
professional killers in 10
groups equipped with sophisti-
cated weapons are engaged in
all sorts of criminal act@ities
in the city. Killers involved In
sensational murders are yet to
be arrested and the prevalling
situation can be compared with
that during AL rule in 1972-75.

“The crime world in the city
is now being controlled by the
ruling party's VIP terrorists,”
he alleged.

Quoting a press report, the
BNP leader said five sons of five
MPs of the ruling AL have es-
tablished 'dark world' In five
areas of the city and are lootin
people’s wealth, property an

rabbing their lands and
1ouses,
At least 140 people were

killed in the city from January
| to May 5 this vear and on an
average, one person is killed
per day, he said.

The law and order has fur-
ther deteriorated since the in-
troduction of the “black”™ Public
Safety Act as 'terrorists belong-
ing to AL have intensified their
activities’,

Referring to frequent load-
shedding and acute crisis of
electricity, Khoka said the cri-

Jubo Dal activist
shot dead in
Sylhet

SYLHET, June 26: Miscre-
ants shot dead a Jubo Dal ac-
tivist in the town on Sunday
night, reports UNB. 4

Witnesses said the gang came
in a baby-taxi and motor cycles,
stormed into the shop of Abdur
Razzaq and shot him in the
head pointblank and fled.

Meanwhile, muggers
snatched Tk 2.5 lakh and a
mobile phone from another
businessman, Golam Ambia
Mazkur, at gunpoint from the
Ambarkhana bus stand in the
town today

In yet another criminal in-
cident hijackers abducted two
businessmen from a baby-taxi
at gunpoint at Salutikae on
Salutikor-Companyganj road
today while they were going to
Companiganj from here |

The gangsters took Abdun
Noor and Anwar Hossain to a
solitary place and robbed them
of Tk 50.000 after beating them
mercilessly. The were admitted
to the Companiganj health
complex

BCL activists
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11:00 am. They said the clash
ensued when Shafiq hit the
gatekeeper with the butt of his
pistol as he asked him not to
park his car in front of the
garage

As the gatekeeper shouted
for help. employees came out of
the building with sticks and
iron rods. Shafiq fired shots in-
juring three, but the emplovees
caught three of the BCL ac-
tivists.

Shafiq along with two oth-
ers were fleeing. When Shafiq's
pistol ran out of bullet, the em-
ployvees caught him, the wit-
nesses and employees said. Two
others managed to flee

Shafiq and the three caught
were beaten and handed over to
Ramna police.

Genetic code
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wheel, the landing of man on
the moon, and the discoveries
of Copernicus and Darwin

Michael Dexter, head of the
Wellcome Trust, which funded
Britain's contribution to the
Human Genomic Project (HGP)
said, "Mapping the human
genome has been compared
with putting a man on the
Moon, but | believe it is more
than that.”

Scientists said in genetic
teris every individual was 99.8
per cent the same as every
other, but small variations in
the basic building blocks of life
determine weak links in the
physical make-up of a human
being.

“It's these genes working to-
ether that maintain a healthy
unctioning body and changes

in these genes that make us sus-
Celmblv or resistant to disease,
tolerant or iIntolerant of
medicines,” said Dexter.

‘This Is the outstanding
achievement not only of our
lifetime, but in terms of human
history.

US President Bill Clinton
and British Primme Minister
Tony Blair joined scientists
from around the world Monday
in announcing the completion
of a working draft of the in-
structions to make a human be-
ing.

Clinton described the map-
ping of the genome as "the most
important, most wondrous map
ever produced by humankind,”
at a White House press confer-
ence linked by satellite to Blair
in London.

The British prime minister

said it was the "first technologi-

tricity to every nook and corner
of the country, I

cal triumph of the 21st cen-
tury.”

City unfit for living

sis has deepened since the
Prime Minister took over
charge of the Energy Mlnistrr.

The APAC leader called
upon the city dwellers to raise
their voice against the
‘lawlessness, crises of water-
gas-electricity’ and build up
resistance a t the 'failures
and misdeeds’ of the
govegniment,

Kboka said the BNP-led op-
position allfance  will
announce fresh action
programmes from a joint

ublic meeting at Paltan

aldan in the city on July 5.
APAC will also hold rallies in
all thanas of the city on Thurs-
day.
Those présent at the press
conference included BNP lead-
ers Gayeshwar Chandra Roy,
Zainal Abedin Faruq, Ahmed
Nazir, Abdus Salam and
Salahuddin Ahmed, Jatlya
Party leaders Salfur Rahman
and Talubur Rahman, Jamnaat
leaders ATM Azharul Islam
and Jashimuddin Sarkar and
Islami Oilkya Jote leader Abdur
Rab Yusufi and a large number
of APAC members.

Kashmir
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The All Party Hurriyat
Conference, a con%]nmeratc of
Kashmiri political and reli-
glous groups, demanded imple -
mentation of the 1948 United
Nations resolutions offering
the right of self-determination
to the Kashmiri people.

"We already have suggested a
tripartite conference of India,
Pakistan and representatives of
the Kashmiri people to find an
acceptable and lasting solution
of the Kashmir dispute,” said
Sayeed All Shah Geelanl,
chairman of the APHC.

There was widespread rejec-
tion of the autonomy vote in
Pakistan as well, with militant
leaders calling it a sham

"The polling Is a dramna pri-
marily to divert the attention of
innocent Kashmir people and
Mujahedeen from their right
path, which is total indepen-
dence.,” sald Amiruddin Mu-
ghal. a spokesman for Harakat -
ul Mujahedeen, when reached
by telephone in Muzzafarabad,
the capital of Pakistani-
controlled Kashmir.

Ig Srinagar, State Chief
Minister Farooq Abdullah de-
fended the autonomy demand,
saying it was a way "to correct
history.’

"And we can reverse the
hands of the clock to change the
laws.” he said. "We have every
right to demand what has been
snatched from us.”

The National Conference
Party, which has a two-thirds
majority in the assembly and is
affiliated with the coalition
that governs India. passed the
motion after some opposition
parties chanted slogans accus-
ing them of being pro-Pakistan.

Abdullah said 70,000 lives
have been lost in the state since
the outbreak of insurgency in
1989 and people want to live
dignity and honour with India.

Assam
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name figures in the voters' list
of 1973 as well. How can be a
foreigner?”

Villagers allege that the ex-
pulsion notices were served
without verifying the an-
tecedents of the people in-
volved, and that some of them
were addressed to people who
had died years before

Some minority groups have
threatened to launch a protest
campaign and file a suit in the
courts alleging harassment

"We shall be mobilising pub-
lic opinion against the anoma-
lies and also try and provide le-
gal help to those genuine citi-
zens who have been served with
the notices.” said Arun Bha-
ttacharya, convenor of the
Forum for Linguistic Mino-
rities of Assam

"Most of the notices were
served to people who are illit -
erate and ignorant about the
law,” Bhattacharya said

BGMEA office
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garment factories could not
opengletters of Credit (LCs) as
their accounts became ‘classi-
fied' (as inoperative) due to
heavy stock lot following the
political unrest in 1996 and the
severe floods in 1998.

“We have to move to as many
as 48 tables to fulfil an export
order,” Minhaj said. "My in-
surance company paid compen-
sation for the flood damage but
the bank did not pay money to
repair the machinery, which
kept my factory closed”.

Anwarul Islam Managing
director of Unitech Fashion
said, "A joint committee com-
prising representatives of BG-
MEA, Bangladesh Bank and the
Ministry of Finance was
formed to solve the problem of
stock lot but it did not produce
any result”.

Another BGMEA member al-
leged that a vested quarter for-
mulated the quota Eultcy and
they are grabbing a big portion
of the quota every year.

“It takes 15 to 20 days for a
small exporter to open a LC but
a big one can do it in a day™ he
said.

When contacted later, BG-
MEA President Anisur Rahman
Sinha denied the allegations.
Sunday's incident was a stray
one, done by one person out of
frustration due to long closure
of his factory.

On cancellation of free quo-
tas of some garments factories,
he said it was done by the Ex-
»ort Promotion Bureau as the
actories concerned were not
operating.

Sinha saild small factory
owners should not feel that
they have been marginalised.
BGMEA always gives them
preference because big ones do
not need help as they need.
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