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Democrac

~ Prothom Alo roundtable: rromom Alo wil
~ hold a rqundmh_le meeting on "Allocation for Education in the
. p_.,uonnl budget.” Venue: BIIS auditorium. Thne: 10:00 am—>5:00

pm

Watch

Watch will hol
fmpartiality of the mass media

5:00 pm.

A » » -
- ADAB discussion meeting:
- Development Agencies in Bangladesh will ho
on poetess Begum Sufia Kamal, The discussion will be

P‘? a cultural programme. Venue: Main auditorium of
useum. Time: 5:00 pm.

a dialogue on

_ and its prevention.” Venue:
~ pemocracy Watch hall, 7 Circuit House Road. Time: 3:00 pm—
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E 3 Children's exhibition: a children's
| exhibition will be inaugurated. This will be followed by a

cultural pro

Job Fair: mstitute of Business Studies, Darul Ihsan Uni-
versity will hold a Job Fair. It will also hold a seminar on
*Family Employment Micro Financing of Social Investment
enue: Russian Cultural Centre, Road No 7, Dhan-

Bank Ltd.”
mondi R/A. Time: 10:00 am.

Signin ceremonx:
Electronics Ltd and Tech Valle

Transaction Network Ltd for suppl
held. Venue: Surma, Hotel Sonargaon. Time: 12:00 noon.

ASB meeting: Asian Society of Bangladesh (ASB) will
hold its 5th monthly general meeting. Venue: Seminar room of
ASB at 5, Old Secretariat Road, Nuntall, Ramna. Time: 4:30 pm.

"W
Dhaka University. Time: 5:00 pm.

Film

amme by children. Venue: Goethe Institut, House
No 10, Road No 9, Dhanmondi R/A. Time: 5:00 pm.

Exhlbltlon: The 1st solo art exhibition of Rashidul
Islam Khan will be inaugurated. Chief
Nasim, Home and Telecommunications Minister. Venue: Drik
Gallery, House No 58, Dhanmondi R/A. Time: 5:30 pm.

The signing ceremony of Texas
y Computers Ltd with Electronic
ply of Diebold ATMs, will be

pEECh: World Peace Organisation will hold a speech on
ay of Everlasting World Peace.” Venue: TSC auditorium,

Satg:frut Ray Retrospective: zanir Raihan
ety presents a seminar on Satyajit Ray and Shakha
Prashakha (the branches of the tree) on the last day of the
retrospective. Venue: Indian High Commission auditorium,
Road No 2. Dhanmondi R/A. Time:

dialogue: Democracy
mpediment freedom and

Association of
Id a discussion

painting

guest: Mohammad

6:15 pm.

Moderate rain likely

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by
temporary gusty wind is likely at most places over the country
with moderately heavy to heavy falls at places over Rajshabhi,
Barisal and Chittagong divisions till 6 pm today, reports UNB.

Day temperature mayv remain nearly unchanged over the
countrv during the period. Met office said.

The country’s highest temperature recorded yesterday was
32.5 degree Celsius at Chittagong and the lowest 23.9 degree

Celsius at Sayedpur.

The sun sets in the capital today at 6:50 pm and rises to-

mormrow at 5:12 am.

Maximum and minimum

temperature
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

and humidity

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evenil‘%—{
Dhaka 30.4 24.7 80
Chittagong 320 244 85 81
Rajshahi 31.8 26.6 88 97
Khulna 295 26.0 92 2
Barisal 30.3 245 96 92
Svihget 30.3 . 24.6 85 o
Cox's'Bazar 30.0 245 92 92
Brahmanbaria 19 schemes under

14280 hectares
to be brought
under aus
cultivation

BRAHMANBARIA, June 23:
A total of 14280 hectares will be
brought under Aus cultivation
in Bralimanbaria district this
year, reports BSS

Upazila-wise is break down,

4500 hectares in Sadar, 1200
hectares in Nasirnagar. 7635
hectares in Sarail, 1045
hectares in Kasba., 5000
hectares in Nabinagar. 1750

hectares in Bancharampur.
Agriculture Extension De-
partment sources said that
17300 tonnes of aus paddy are
likely to be produced fromn these
. land.

23:
schemes are being implemented
in Chapainawabganj district in
the current fiscal year. reports

implementation
in C'nawabgan;

CHAPAINAWABGANJ. June
Nineteen development

BSS.

Asian Development Bank
has sanctioned Taka 55 lakh
for the schemes.

The schemes included con-
struction and repairing work of
different roads. repairing of
damaged drains and fish mar-
ket including the broken pipe
lines.

After completion of the
work. (.?hapainawabgauj people
will get the expected supply of
pure drinking water from dif-
ferent pipe lines and proper
drainage facilities.
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The Ambassador of Russian Federation Nikolai- Grig-

orievich signing the guest’s

Museum during his visit to the Museum recently.

book at the Bangabandhu

students with the guests who incl
from left) and Professor Wahiduddin Mahmud (seated fourth from left),
Mohammad Kaikobad (seated first from left), MA Mannan, Chairman of Butterfly company
(seated fourth from left) and Principal Shahana Parveen (seated fifth from left).
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Daily Prothom Alo arranged a reception for the students who topped the list of successful

candidates in the SSC examinations of this year at CIRDAP yesterday. Picture shows the
uded Professor Sirajul Islam Chowdhury (seated third

Professor

— Star photo

No subsidy

From page 12
An expert committee rec-
ommended 10 per cent cash in-
centive and 25 per cent subsidy
on airfreight for export of per-

ishable goods, an officlal at the
Export Promotion Bureau (EPB)
said.

He said the EPB in its pro-

posal suggested to the govern-

ment to give either cash incen-
tives or subsidy for export of
fruit and vegetables. The pro-

I has been forwarded to the
Ministry of Commerce for ap-

proval. he added.

There Is a huge demand for
Bangladeshi fruit and vegeta-
bles abroad, especially In eth-
nic markets in the Netherlands,
England and France. A few such
itemns are being exported to the
USA, the official added.

A Commerce Ministry offi-
cial said, "The ministry is con-

sidering the matter. We need to
talk with the airlines as rcF_ards
the subsidy for the perishable
goods.”

Bangladesh earned around
22 million US dollars by ex-
porting agricultural products in
the fiscal 1998-99. The earnings
from the sector stood at 39 mil-
lion dollars in 1997-1998 fiscal
The export earnings f(rom
agricultural product fell by
about 17 million US dollars in
1998-99 due to the devastatin

floods, which severely damagec
the production in the sector,
EPB officials said,

There is a pressure from
fruit and vegetables exporters to
announce incentives in export
of perishable items, an EPB of-
ficial said.

"We have to export perish-
able items under special ar-
rangement which is very expen-
sive. Sometimes we incur heavy
loss since the perishable items
can not be kept fresh for long ”
another exporter said.

Tk 3cr fertiliser
factory

BOGRA, June 23: The first
ever private sector [ertiliser
factory of the country is being
set up here at a cost of Tk 3
crore, aiming to produce a new
type of balanced fertilizer. re-
ports UNB.

The factory is bein% con-
structed along Bogra-Shanta-
har highway in Dupchachia up-
azila with financial assistance
from Rajshahi Krishi Unnayan
Bank (RAKUB).

Country’s first mobile
hospital opens today

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina formerly inaugurates
the Community Welfare and
Health Care centre of
Bangladesh Medical Studies
and Research Institute (BMSRI)
today.

The Prime Minister will also
inaugurate the country's first
mnbﬁe hospital to be used for
community medicine by
Bangladesh Medical College
Hospital.

Bangladesh Medical College
Hospital, a project of the insti-
tute, is the first private medical
college in the country estab-
lished in 1986.

As part of the 23 crore taka
non-profit project, it has al-
ready produced over 300 doctors
and the first batch of dentists
will graduate by end of this
month. The government also
provided Tk 8.18 crore for the
project in the last 3 vears.

Briefing the journalists, Dr
Mahbubuzzaman, Chairman of
the hospital management
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committee, said, "We are alming
to develop a centre of excellence
where only guality doctors and
dentists will graduate every
vear."

" Dr Anis Waiz, Principal of
the college said, “We have In-
ternational recognition even by
the WHO. But sadly there are
many eligible students who do
not get scope to study in medical
colleges countrywide due to
shortage of number of seats. Our
project is supplementary to
government effort.”

He also said. "Every year we
receive over 700 applications
for admission but can accom-
modate only 100 Including 20
foreign students.”

Among others who were pre-
sent in the press conference
held at its hospital premises
were Prof Abu Ahmed Choud-
hury, medical director of BM-
SRI, Prof C H Kabir, honourary
secretary of BMSRI, Prof K A
Quamrunddin, honourary trea-
surer of BMSRI
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The first namaj-e-janaza of city BNP leader Ismail
Hossain Miah was held in front of BNP’s central office in

the city yesterday.

— Star photo

Death anniversary

The 19th dea:
thh anniver-
sary of Dr
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Abul Matin
Chaudhury,
founder cha-
irman of the
Bangabandhu
Parishad,
Bose Profes
sor and vice-chancellor of the
miversity of Dhaka will be ob-
red today, says a press
lease.

Qurankwahani will be held
at the Dhaka Universily
Mosque, at his village home as
well as at his Banani residence
on the occasion. A feeding of
destitudes programme
wreath laying at his grave will
also be came out.

Dr Chaudhury was posthu-
mously awarded the indepen-

§  dence day award 1997 for his
g contribution in the fleld of edu-

and

Women's seat in JS

Mahila Forum
urges direct
election

The Bangladesh Mahila Fo-
rum Thursday urged Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina and
Leader of Opposition in the
Parliament Kth-da Zia to en-
sure passage of the bill in the
current sessfon of parliament
enhancing reserved seats for
women to 100 from the existing
30 an direct election to those
sealts of the Jatiya Sangsad,
says a press release.

Raising the appeal at the
press conference at the
Bangladesh Phl_llﬂ']]f]llfllﬂ“hlh'
Assoclation, president of the
Forum Ferdousi Sultana, said
that over the last 10 years since
its Inception the Forum has
bheen campalgning for introducs
tion ol a separate as well as dj-

Faulty taps, negligence of authorities alleged

When water crisis is an acute
problem to the city dwellers as
well as campus dwellers, thou-
sands of gallons of water
merely go to the drains from the
toilets and bathrooms of Dhaka
University due to faulty taps
and negligence of the concerned
quarters, reports UNB.

Campus sources sald hun-
dreds of toilets and bathrooms
in the dormitories, Arts Build-
ing, Central Library, Curzon
Hall and Administrative Build-
ing have faulty tapes through
which water percolates contin-
uously,

Most of the taps went out of
order and they were not re-
placed or repaired for longtime.
As a result with coming of water
in the reserve tanks from deep
tube-wells, water starts flowing
through the taps wasting the es-
sential pure liquid.

Although there is an engi-
neering department in the unj-
versity for maintenance works,
it hardly pays attention to the
problems.

Everyday, on an average the
DU authorities supply about 24-
25 lakh gallons of water across

the campus [rom nine deep
tube-wells operating alter-
nately, official sources said

Talking to UNB. Asif. a stu-
dent of Public Administration
Department and resident of
Haji Mohsin Hall said. "you
know., we live in heaven. There
IS no scarcity of water, We use
water according to our wish and
many don't bother to close the
tap after using.”

The officials and employees
in the DU Administrative
Bullding are also witnessing the
flow of pure water into drains
due to faulty taps and careless-
ness of the authorities

Many times, the students
open the taps but do not close
those getting no water. It hap-
pens when the water tanks go
empty before fresh supply. As
supply resumes, waler f[lows
through the open taps and no-
body closes those for long

A few months back, an acute
water crisis In Bangladesh
-Kuwait Moitri Hall compelled
the girl students to wage a
movement for adequate supply
ol water.

The problem is yet to he

Thousands of gallons of water go
to drains from DU toilets, baths

solved totally and the girls take
their drinking water from the
tank, where water is supplied
twice a day from the main cam-
!‘.III.‘\

Students of Muktijoddhha
Ziaur Rahman Hall also
brought out 'bucket procession’
on the campus few weeks back
demanding supply of water.
Their problem is also vet to be
solved entirely.

The DU authorities allocated
Tk 10 lakh in the proposed bud-
get for 2000-2001 fiscal for set-
ting up deep tube-well to meet
water crisis on the campus.

“If the authorities could save
the quantity of water going lo
the drains, we don't have to face

any water crisis, rather we
could sell water to Dhaka
WASA aiming at increasing

university’'s income,”
Huq, a student ol Accounting
Department sald.

Moreover. the tollets of the
university are now in a very
iniserable condition. There are
lack of lights, proper cleaning
and a bad odor emits from those
compelling the users to rethink
to further use those,
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Bangladesh Mahila Forum held a press conference on Thursday to mark its 10th founding
anniversary. Ferdousi Sultana, president of the Forum, demanded direct election to the

reserved women's seats in the parliament.

Mazharul |

- From page |
party.
“\{’e need to retain power for

another term to complete cer-

tain programmes we have initi-
ated. So you have to work hard
to make sure that the party
wins the next general elec-

tions.”
Giving a list of achievements

of the government, Hasina in-
structed the party workers o
faithfully propagate the success
to the people,

Terming the BNP led four-
party alllance a ‘political
calamity’ for the people and her

arty, the PM said. “We have so
ar faced a lot of natural
calamities successfully, and we
will definitely face the political
calamity too.

“But you have to make sure
that the government's pro-
irammes for soclo-economic

evelopment are implemented
smoothly and there is no infra-
party conflict.”

She also warned the ‘trouble
makers' in the party of stern
action and advised grass-roots
level leaders and activists to re-
solve internecine conflicts.

The Prime Minister also told
the party activists that Upajila
and Jilaparishad elections
would be held soon and asked
the party activists to get pre-
pared for that.

Speaking on law and order,
she claimed that the situation
is under control in most areas
of the country. “But Dhaka and
Chittagong cities are still wit-
nessing certain amounts of ter-
rorist activities®™, she said
adding, "I shall not spare any-
one involved in such activities
even If he belongs to Awami
League.”

In this regard she warned the
opposition parties ‘mot to make
noise when criminals belong-
ing to those are arrested. She

also urged the higher judiciary
‘not to grant bail to criminals’.

Requesting the Opposition
not to shelter criminals,
Hasina said, “I have not spared
leaders and activists of my
party, | will not spare criminals
of other parties.”

On government steps against

corruption,

Separation of judiciary

the PM said inves-
tion is on against 103 MPs.
ithout disclosing political
{dentities of those MPs. she
sajd. “Unfortunately, the prob-
lem is. whenever such cases of
corruption go to court, those are
sent to deep freezers,” she sald
urging speedy trial of the cases.
Claiming that people are liv-
ing In peace under AL rule, she
sald, "Only the Opposition 15
not feeling comfortable”.
Instructing party workers 10
remain alert against ‘black
patches of clouds In the politi-
cal horizon', Sheikh Hasina
sald, “The vote-thieves, auto-
crats and razakars who have
ot united against us are out to
1atch conspiracy. However they

t

will not succeed.”

Referring to Opposition’s to-
ken return to parliament on
Tuesday, the Prime Minister
sald, “They came to the House
with their heads down only to
protect their red passports and
privileges as MPs".

The PM ridiculed the Leader
of the Opposition for her fallure
to stick to the decision not to re-
turn to parllament. “They sald
they would never come back to
the House. They falled to strict
to their decision. They do not
have any principle. Those who
can not stick to their decision
can not deliver anything to the
people.”

he. however. once again
made a ‘clarion call’ to the Op-
position to return to parlia-
ment. “As you have entered the
House leaving behind embar-
rassment, vou better stay back
to perform responsibilities to-
wards those who voted you to
parliament’,

Earlier, she told the party
councillors that they had given
her four ‘difficult tasks” when
she was made president of the
party back in 1981.

“In 1981, you assigned me
the four difficult tasks ol con-
solidating the party. establish-
ing democratic rights of the
people, steering the party back
to power and trying the killers
of Bangabandhu. | think |1 have
been able to perform the job

UNB adds: listing achieve-

ments of her government the
Prime Minister sald the coun-
try is on the vcrEc of attaining
food autarky. She sald falr
prices of farm produces were
ensured while landless people
given khas land.

In the industrial sector, she
sald, 95.677 small and big in-
dustrial units were set up during
AL rule this time. She said nine
textile mills are being off-
loaded making Industrial
workers their owners while the
remaining recommendations of
the Minimum Wages Commis-
sion would be implemented

SOOMN.
The Prime Minister said

newspaper industry is en g |
full freedom. However, she re- 3
quested Journalists not to write i

“false and misleading news". :
The literacy rate increased J
to 60 per cent, GDP growth to ,
over 5 per cent, poverty level |
came down to 44 per cent from |
47 per cent and per capita in-
come rose to 386 US dollars.
She sald the government
took revolutionary steps in the
soclal sector to improve condi-
tions of the poor and the unem-
ployed by introducing various
schemes ke old-age and widow

allowances, housing projects
and employment bank.
Steps are being taken 1o

build more bridges, including
those over the Padma and the
Rupsha.

She said police and the
Army were modernized with fi-
nancial benefits and logistic
support. The gap between the
Army and the people has been
reduced and the Army has been
working for pm)'ph:'s welfare.

Regarding foreign policy,
Hasina sald Bangladesh has re-
deemed her image in the world
by becoming members of differ-
ent international forums, In-
cluding UN Security Council
and leader of D-8 Bloc.

Besides, she said,
Bangladesh earned laurels in
sports and the national cricket
is going to earn the Test status.

The Prime Minister noted
that as committed, Lier govern-
ment did not renew the Indo-
Jangladesh Friendship Treaty.

AL council

From page |

“Your reaction shows that you
don’'t want any squabbling in-
side the party. Then, why don't
you stop doing such thing?

The party president warned
that troublemakers shall have

no place in the party. "1 am
looking into the matter.”
Rakhal Chandra Das, a

councillor from Rajshahl,
asked Hasina and other central
leaders to deal severely with
squabbles for the sake of hold-
ing the party together

Only six of some 2500 coun -
cillors, one each from six ad-
ministrative divisions. were al-
lowed to talk about the report
submitted by General Secretary
Zillur Rahman. Rahman's re-
port card on the party mainly
focused on the governments
performance.

All the four councillors
looked unhappy over being

iven only two/three minutes to
1ave their say.

The dissatisfaction became
clear when Dhaka's mayor
Mohammad Hanif protested the
party chief's decision.

Hasina interrupted Hanif as
soon as he started speaking. “l
am vet to start my speech,” said
an annoved mayor. Hasina re-
torted suggesting the mayor
take on a countrywide to ad-
dress the party men

Mavor Hanif shrugged off

the %llf_p;t'bh(}l’l anyway and gave |

a brief résumé of the achieve-
ment of premier Hasina and her
government

Chittagong division repre-
sentative Idris Mia suggested
the ruling party face the oppo-
sition effectively. Councillor
Mohiuddin Ahmed from

Barisal urged the party chief to |

reward the workers who strug-
gled a lot.

ANM Shafiqul Haq from
Sylhet focused on the turbulent
events at the Shahjalal
University

Discussion on the secre-

tary’'s report over, the special
council extended the tenure ol
the central committee by
vears. It also endorsed

amendments to the party con-

stitution including one that |

provides for update of Awami
League manifesto and (ts eco-
nomic policies. It was agreed
that the central committee will
work out details of the planned
changes in the two issues.

Sheikh Hasina then
launched a membership re-
newal and collection drive by

renewing her own membership.
She paild the general secretary
Tk 2 as renewal fee. "But it's too

little a money. It should be in- |

creased through changes in the
constitution,” Hasina said,
siniling.

I'he president asked all the
leaders and workers of her
party to renew their member -
ship and carry ahead the mem -
bership collection drive,

Hasina did not read out the
written speech all along. She
preferred to extemporise being
aware of the time shortage. The
seneral secretary and Amir

lossain Amu, chairmen of the
council preparatory committee,
also touched only the high-
lights of their speeches.

Earlier, the council adopted
an obituary reference on party
leaders and workers, noted per -
sonalities at home and abroad
who died since the last council
of the party held back In 1997,

Trawler sinks

FFrom page |

the Bay near Behular Char,
some seven kilometres from
Knakata.

Fishermen later recovered
two bodies. They were identified
as ldris, 28, and Soharab, 34,
I he rest remain untraced il
writing of this report at 9.30
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Sadarghat terminal

From page |

for doing business on the pon-
toon

Bangladesh Inland Water
Transport Authority (BIWTA
has leased out goods handling
for the year for Tk 1.34 crore to
a labour cooperative. The BI-
WTA has prominently hung a
price chart for porters. Butl in
Tt‘rtl![}'. innocent PAaSSEINEeErs arc
forced to hire porters who re-
alise up to Tk 100 from a pas-
senger for carryving a medium
size suitcase

BIWTA's Deputy Director at
Sadarghat terminal admitted
that such harassment took
place regularly. But he said the
}}fil;{ e have been posted at dif-
lerent spots of the port and
whenever he receives a com-
plaint he takes action against
the unruly porters

‘1 think the is
too high and that is refl M
the exorbitant kuli charges at
the ghat.” said a BIWTA official
suggesting that reducing the
lease money could help tackle
harassment of passengers by
the porters

Sources said a BIWTA move
to extend the length of the ter-
minal by putting a new pontoon
landed them in a bitter row
with the Bangladesh Armed
Forces recently. BIWTA sources
said, to face the increasing
pressure of passengers, they had
to add a pontoon on the eastern
side of the terminal

As per law, 150 meters area
around the port belongs to the

lease money

tivi ]

BIWTA. But an army pontoon
has long been placed there
without BIWTA's authorisa-
tion. Despite repeated requests
by BIWTA. the Army refused to
move the pontoon. Having no
other alternative BIWTA placed
a new pontoon last week but the
Army asked it to remove it lm-
medjiately

“"We need to build an
additional gangway to facilitate

,1I-..!"r

movement ol passengers who
now use five narrow gangways

al the terminal.” said a BIWTA

officiali The existing 1.000feet
pontoon facility is too inade-
quate for the volume of traffic,
ill' said

Army sources said that the

[.:.”l-.-:” Wwas ]JI,H'!'E‘] there to {a-
cilitate their 38 Northbrook
Hall Unit nearby. They said the
pontoon was necessary for their
vessels to berth for training in

the river. Moreover, they said,
BIWTA has the option to place
the new pontoon on the western
side of the terminal

During Eid and long holi-
days, up to one lakh people use
the Sadarghat terminal daily.
About 90 per cent of them arrive
and leave the terimminal between
1 pm and 8 pm

In a recent move bring
some order at the tenninal, Bl-
WTA has banned use of loud-
speakers on the pontoons lo
attract passengers. The authori-
ties have also set a time table
for each vessel to berth at the
terminal and depart. This has
lessened the race lor a b rthmg
place at the terminal

1O

Prodipan sets example

From page

bin in the area.

Prodipan, the local NGO, de-
signed the layout for keeping
the residential areas clean ol
kitchen garbage. It provided the
locals with expertise on garbage
collection the hygienic way and
by year-end none in the neigh-
bourhood threw garbage from
their windows, a practice until
then seemed hard to quit

“We got a tremendous re-
sponse for this task in the
community. However, initially
we had to persuade people to

| participate in the programine
| In

fact, manv Ignored us
thinking the task was impossi-
ble. But as we moved from house
to house and motivated people
not to throw garbage in the
streets, it worked very soon
said Amin, another resident.

Two young boys have been
employed for garbage collec-
tion. Both start :‘..n]_\.' in the
morning and by alternoon they
are through making sure there
are no kitchen _unﬂmgv in the
house. A rickshaw van is used
to collect and carry the garbage
for dumping at a selected site
near a street where municipal
vehicle can collect it before it
decomposes.

“The idea (of the programme)
IS to encourage people to partic-
ipate to keep their neighbour-
hood clean. When we started we
noticed that no-one except for a
few was willing to avail the fa-
cility of garbage disposal at a
designated site in the area.
sald Monir Alam Chowdhury,
Prodipan's project coordinator.

"Tflﬂl'ﬁ why the garbage col-
lection system of the city corpo-
ration has not been eflective
even now in most areas ol
Khulna city.”

Inspired by the success, live
other neighbourhoods nexi
door followed suit and by now
several other communities
have shown Interest.

It gained such popularity
that several local NGOs are un-

]

Khulna City Corporation and
about 20 clinics also showed in-
terest to clean waste gt_'!!t'rrllt_‘d
in clinics

The project involves segre-
gating hazardous clinical
wastes {from non-hazardous at
clinics, an effort proved unsuc-
cessful in other cities even in
the capital

A specially designed three-
wheeler has been collecting the
waste for dumping at a desig-
nated site in the citvy

“The idea is to develop a
mechanism that can sustain
and be acceptable and afford-
able. We hope clinical waste
management would be ex-
panded and replicated in other
cities,” said a project officer

Praising the role of Prodi-
pan, World Bank's water and
sanitation section team leader
Babar N Kabir said, "What
Prodipan has done can only
continue if people take part In

the initiative.”

Swiss Development Cooper-
ation’'s programme oflicer
Rahmatullah Habib said,

“Since SDC has a lot of experi-
ence in urban development in
other countries and at the same

time the situation of solid waste
management in the country is
stated (o be very poor, it (SDC)
decided to support the Khulna
solid waste imanagement project
through WB's water and
sanitation programine.

He said, “So a pilot project
was taken up in Khulna alter
considering all aspects. The
World Bank designed the project
and is looking aflter the
technical aspect of the project
funded by the SDC.

Muktijoddha rally
in Rangpur

RANGPUR, June 23: A bi

rally of Muktijoddha was hel
at
| dergoing training at Prodipan. Sunday, reports BSS.

Pirgacha Thana area on




