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. GENEVA, June 23: Kev de-
~ yeloping countries made clear
vesterday that they would not
. Jgree to a full new global round
~ of trade liberalisation negotia-
" gons until their concerns about
~ earlier agreements were re-
- solved, reports Reuters.
.~ Trade sources said the stance
- was set out by Asian states
;%- ranging from Pakistan and In-
~ dia to Indonesia, Malaysia and
- philippines at a World Trade
Organisation (WTO) meeting
y to discuss problems that
‘have emerged with past accords.
.~ But some richer powers —
. jeluding Canada and South
Korea with support from East
| n states bidding to join
the European Union — argued
~ that a new round would be the
pest way to tackle these issues.
~ The sources. and diplomats
resent at the closed-door meet-
sald the Asian were backed

can powers in the WTO signalled

Ssympathy If not total
agreement,
"It is quite clear there is not

going to be much progress to-

wards a round unless we really
move to show them (developing
countries) we are not just taking
them for a side,” said one Euro-
pean envoy.

The meeting was the first
special session of the WTO's rul-
ing General Council — which
brings together all the body's
137 member countries — on
implementation of agreements
reached during the 1986-93
Uruguay Round.

Delegations present agreed
to most again }or one day in
early July and then hold an-
other full special session
mid-October to try to approve
action on any recommenda-
tions tabled by then.

e — i e

much of last year that they
wanted formal discussions on
problems many were finding
with putting the round's wide-
ranging agreement into force
before a WTO Ministerial
Meeting in Seattle in December.

Their anger at what they saw
as an offhanded approach to
their concerns by big powers —
especially the United States but

also by the European Unfon —
was one of the causes of tension
among delegations at the Seat-
tle ﬁullwriug.

Ithough it was not the im-
mediate cause of the collapse of
a project to get agreement there
to launch a new round early
this vear, diplomats say It

would have sunk the proposal il

US and EU officials had not
themselves failed to agree on
Kev Issues.

Many emer%ing economies,

Key developing states against
- early trade round 1dea

Concerns regarding resolution of past accords

and Asia, want formal agree-
ment on extending Uruguay
Kound-set deadlines for ending
:-.u]:lpurt to domestic industries.
hey also want clearer
commitments from industri-
alised powers to open up their
markets to textiles and farm
produce and to exercise re-
strafnt in imposing anti-dump-
ing and safeguard measures on
imports from poorer states.
Such measures — in the form
of extra tariffs or outright im-
port bans — can be taken under
WTO rules if a country deems
goods are being exported to it al
prices lower than production
costs or if a surge of imports
threatens a domestic industry.
Developing countries in Asia
and Latin America, as well as
Japan, are especlally concerned
at what they argue iIs abusive
use of anti-dumping actions by
the United States on what they
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Business consultant
from US visits
Informatics

US business development
consultant, Anthony J Palam-
one, from the Business Faculty
of Indlana Unlversity, Penn-
sylvania, visited Informatics
Institute Bangladesh Thursday,
says a press release.

Among those present were
Atif Rahman, Director, Paul
Caparas, Centre Manager, and
Kazi Mahmud Ahmed, Faculty,
NSU. Palamone addressed the
students at Informatics and
talked about the opportunities
for Asian IT professionals in
the US.

He gave various examples of
how Asian IT experts In USA
were ajding different Indus-
tries, such as metal, automo-
biles, textiles, education, etc, to
facilitate and develop their
production processes. Using
computer-related technology,
they can upgrade products and
services and manufacture more
goods in a shorter time.

He discussed how en-
trepreneurship is important for
professionals in all fields and
said that in order to be success-
ful, it is essentlal for all stu-
dents to have their career goals

e ——————
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The 28th annual general meeting (AGM) of Bata Shoe Co (BD) Ltd was held at Dhamrai
on Thursday. Picture shows (from left) Fernando Garcia, Managing Director, M Saiduz-
zaman, Company Secretary, Keith Weston, Chairman, and Rashid-ul Hasan, Director of




