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ONLY if our Leaders would talk a little less. It
would not perhaps be an exaggeration to say
that most of our political problems spring not so
much from ideological or policy differences as they
do from overused tongues devoid of either any
sense of proportion or of time, place or usefulness.
Our leaders are so much in love with their own
voices that they have no time to listen, discern,
Interpret, analyse and understand what others are

saying. In fact they love to speak so much that they
don't even have time to think what are the likely

Implications of what they are saying. These
observations are true for the leaders on both sides
of the aisle.

Imagine our politics if people like Zillur Rah-
man, Tofail Ahmed, Sajeda Chowdhury, Md.
Nasim — to name the most talkative of the lot from
the AL side — and of course Sheikh Hasina herself
would have exercised some restraint on their ut-
terances. Imagine similarly what would have hap-
pened if people like Prof. Badruddoza Chowdhury,
Mannan Bhuiyan, Nazmul Huda, and of course
Khaleda Zia herself talked less and with some un-
derstanding of the implication of what they were
saying. Examine, for instance, how some splendid
opportunities for political dialogue were lost due to
irresponsible tongue wagging.

Much to everybody's surprise Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina wrote two successive letters to her
opposition counterpart inviting her to a discussion
to select a new CEC. Yes, there were plenty of flaws
in the way the PM did things — and this paper did
criticise her for that — but no one can deny the fact
that at least she took an initiative that did create
an opening which could have been built upon if
there was goodwill on the other side. When a sec-
ond channel of negotiations was being examined
through the Kibria-Saifur route the BNP chief de-
stroyed the whole process by declaring that she
would talk about the appointment of the new CEC
only with a caretaker government, and not with
the AL. With that meaningless and absurd state-
ment an opening was closed and whatever little

chance there was for a dialogue was lost.

Take the more recent case from the opposite
side. Instead of resigning or allowing their seats to
lapse through continuous absence of 90 days, the
opposition came to the parliament to save their
membership. We think it was a responsible thing
to do. It was far better than resigning and throwing
our politics into more uncertainties. This saving of
seats at least keeps open the possibility of a solu-
tion and-oppesition's chance, however remote, to
return t6 the 'Housé. But*how did the ruling party
react to it? With taunts and insulting remarks that
it was all done to save their perks, privileges and
the coveted 'red' passports. The BNP Chief in her

brief speech gave definite indication that her party
would return if proper atmosphere was created. To
a five-minute speech the PM gave a 35-minute re-
ply and destroyed whatever opening there was of
some sort of political understanding. Just little
less talks would probably have done the trick. Oh,
these wagging tongues are diminishing our stature
as a nation, and our sense of decency as a people.

Standing Committees
Show the Way

HE standing committees on different min-

istries have indeed been a refreshing relief in
an otherwise bleak parliamentary scene over the
last one year or so. With any effective and efficient
functioning of the Jatiya Sangsad remaining a far
cry due to the opposition boycott, these bodies
have been unfailing in their watchdog role vis-a-
vis the government's performance. Standing
Committee meetings have been convened at rea-
sonably regular intervals, and useful reports and
recommendations were put forth by them to the
parliament. Partisan bickering has not been much
of a hindrance to convergence of opinion on some
crucial matters. Endorsement of two proposed
amendments to the Government Primary School
Teachers’ Welfare Trust Ordinance of 1985 by the
standing committee on education ministry at its
recent meeting is a case in point here. In our view,
the way the members on different JS bodies have
kept the values of parliamentary system of gover-
nance close to their hearts in the testiest of times
stands out for all lawmakers to emulate.

Exactly after eleven months and seventeen days
of a self-imposed exile, the opposition members re-
joined the JS on Monday, albeit for a short period,
sparing the nation of a political crisis of a graver
magnitude. The prospect of mass by-elections to
129 seats In case of nullification of opposition
membership on grounds of continuous abstention
from the parliament for 90 days was too grim for
anybody's comfort. By snapping the prolonged
streak of absence, the legislators have opened a
tiny window of hope. Although they appear
adamant In the wake of the PM's speech in the JS
to abstain from the session 'until a congenial' at-
mosphere is restored in the House, we think there
Is an opportunity to steer the parliament out of
dead waters.

Parliament is the bedrock of functional democ-
racy and facilitating its operations is a sacred re-
sponsibility for each and every member. On that
count, we believe, both the treasury and the opposi-
tion benches have failed to rise to their respective
responsiblilities. Still, we believe, all is not lost yet
and the opposition's decision to protect their
membership has opened up an opportunity to re-
store some sanity In national politics. The JS
committees have shown that ruling and opposition
lawmakers can reach consensus on crucial issues.
We see no reason why the members wouldn't be

| able to work together in the parliament.

HE present Awamli League

Fuvermuent completed its

our-year rule on June 23,
2000. There is fanfare on the
part of the government, ex-
tolling Its virtues and pralsing
its achlevements In many
fields. The opposition political
parties, on the other hand, also
appear happy at what they call
total fatlure of the ruling party
to provide good governance, but
they are simultancously angry
at the continued repression of
the government on opposition
leaders and workers. The people
in general, in their turn, are
dismayed at the protracted
bickering among political par-
tles and are distllusioned at the
uncertain future stored for
them.

There are many ways of as-
sessing a situation about which
claims and counterclaims are
lodged and these need to be
judged on their merit. The mere
enormity of such an endeavour
precludes a comprehensive ex-
ercise within the limited fold of
this article. The task, however,
can be performed by way of
portraying vivid pictures of the
situation that Immediately
come to one's mind. Before it is
done, one may compare the ma-
jor pledges made by the Awaml
League before election and the
extent to which these Iedgch
have been redeemed so far. One
of the important programs in-
corporated in the party mani-
festo was separation of the judi-
ciary from the executive. 4
years have elapsed of the
Awami rule, but no action even
interest has been evinced in
this direction. On the contrary,
tighter control of the lower ju-
diciary by the administration
has no IDIIE{EI‘ remained a secret.
Even the higher judiciary has
not been spared publicly ex-
pressed anger and intimidation
of Awami Leaders and the Chief

How Did AL Perform in_t

N June 23, 2000 Awami
OLeague has completed its
fourth year of gover-
nance. Since its inception more
than half a century ago, it is for
the first time that the party has
governed for the this duration
and by all likelihood it will end
its tenure on due time as dic-
tated by the constitution. The
question of how did it perform
as a ruling party is very much a
debatable issue in the judge-
ment of both its patrons and de-
tractors. The answer to this
enuine question is difficult to
e deducted with absolute ob-
jectivity and in unequivocal
term. However, more dispassion
would be reflected in the analy-
ses if its performance is evalu-
ated vis-a-vis that of its princi-
pal adversary.

. The whole month of May I
was-in Bangladesh and teured
both the urbangngd Tural dgeas
extensively to see and hear for
myself the common people's
perception about the current
status of politics and economy
of the country. Many of my ob-
servations would bear the re-
flection of what 1 have heard on
the street and have perceived
from my own interactions with
the ordinary citizens of plural
political beliefs.

All over the democratic
world, the performance of a rul-
ing party is evaluated against
their election platform. The re-
port card is based on their point
by point accomplishment. The
end result, however, should be
the expansion of economy,
which is tied to all other merits
of good governance. Even if they
fulfil all their election pledges
and the economy falters. then
the economic policy of the gov-
ernment has to share the blame
of imprudence. Unlike in many
developing countries, although
the government legislators
frame the laws, the mainte-
nance of them do not fall di-
rectly within their jurisdiction,
since they do not control the po-
lice department. The canvas of
government intervention is
very wide in Bangladesh and as

such it has to shoulder the
blame of many nonperfor-
mances,

The law and order situation
is probably the most talked
about and the influencing sub-
ject in the lives of the people.
The government success in this
sector. particularly in the big
cities, is far less than satisfac-
tory. It was obvious that on
many occasions the deteriora-
tion was due to partisan control
of the law-enforcing nrfan of
the state. The PM's words that
'the criminals and terrorists do
not belong to any party were
not always commensurate with
the actions of the law enforcing
agencies. One recent incident
involving the PM's close rela-
tive showed clearly to the na-
tion that there are several set of
laws: one for her close relatives.
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Never in' the history of Bangladesh, people, both rural and urban, have suffered so much from the
fright of insecurity as they have been subjected to at present. According to the report published in a
Rro-establtshment newspaper on the 20th instant, everyday on an average 10 persons are being
killed and eight women raped in the country; the rate of robbery, extortion, abduction and other

crimes have also increased proportionately.

Executive had to be officially
reprimanded by the Chief Jus-
tice for Improper remarks. An-
other Important pledge to grant
autonomy of the state-run elec-
tronic media appears to have
been completely forgotten, Nay.
the radio and television have
been turned into governiment
mouthplece and Iree propa-
ganda machinery for the ruling
party, The report prepared by a
high level Commission set up
for this purpose has been lyving
in waste paper basket lor over
two vears. But why? No answer
comes from the government,

The most important pledge
made in the election manifesto
was repeal of all Black Laws,
The Prime Minister tmmed|-
ately on assumption of power
declared that the first and
foremost priority of the gov-
ernment lay in the restoration
of law and order. She defended
the Special Powers Act of 1974
as an instrument indispensable
for ruling the nation. If the
Special Powers Act was not a
Black Law. what could be, one
wondered. That too the Awami
League government showed by
way of enacting a blacker than
the Black Law, the Public Safety
Act 2000. The prime issue that
agitates people’'s mind, no
doubt, relates to the law and or-
der situation. The government
showed miserable failure on
this domain,

Never in the history of
Bangladesh, people, both rural
and urban, have suffered so
much from the fright of insecu-
rity as theyv have been subjecred

one for her party men and the
other for the common people.
On another occasion involving
the son of a ruling partv MP. the
PM gave the instruction to ar-
rest the culprits several days af-
ter of the tragic incident. But
why the PM had to give that or-
der to enforce the law? Does it
not mean that the law-enforc-
ing agency did not act as
quickly as because there was no
order from the PM?

The ruling party stumbled
badly in its election pledges to
give autonomy to the electronie
media. The PM's explication of
allowing private TV channel
does not any way substitute her
election pledge, which she made
in no uncertain terin from her
election platform. However, the
countrymen are in no illusion
that any political party will
ever be trirthfal enough to fullil
this kind of commitment in the
future. This shattered promise
will. of course, haunt the AL

—when they are once again out of

the helm of the state.

Kader Siddiqui episode has
badly dented the democratic
credential of the ruling party.,
He is no political icon. His close

to at present. According to the
report published In a pro-estab-
lHshment newspaper on the
20th Instant, everyday on an
average 10 persons are bein
killed and eight women rape
in the country: the rate of rob-
bery, extortion, abduction and
other crimmes have also In-
creased proportionately, The
Home Minister himself ex-
pressed deep concern about it

It is true that combing of
criminals, who have generally
been associated with the rulin
party of the dayv. has nettec

supporters away from his king-
dom. Not only Awaml League
Ministers, MPs and other lead-
ers but also thetr sons and relia-
tives have been reportedly in-
volved in Killing, extortion, il-
legal occupation and other
crimes, enjoying protection
from the administration, and
are spreading terror through-
out the country. The sudden
armed attack by Awami storm
troopers on Kader Siddiqul's
meeting to float a new political
party was reminiscent of the
state terrorism of Nazi Ger-

Currents and Crosscurrents

by M M Rezaul Karim

some unotorions professional
criminals in country's soutl-
western  region. But, all this
good work has been offset by the
so-called combing operation of
opposition leaders and workers
in Feni, while at the same time
government party activists
were allowed to roam about
freely and boldly with weapons
as confessed by their leader
from the ruling party. That
leader, who is commonly
known as godfather, received
blessings of the Home Minis-
ter sharing the same platform
i@ public meeting and subse-
quently reigned over the region,
virtually driving all opposition

many.
The by-elections held to fill
up vacant parliamentary seats
boycotted by the opposition are
marked by gross irregularities,
violence and intra-party feuds.
The astonishing election defeat
of the Awami renegade, the leg-
endary freedom-fighter Ban-
abir Kader Siddiqui, from his
1ome seat, Tangall, testifies to
the extent to which the ad-
ministration was coerced or ca-
joled to acquiesce in rigging.
Defeat of the Awami League
candidates in the hands of their
rebellious rivals as witnessed
in the by-elections in Pabna
and Rajshahi proves loss of

by Dr. Mozammel H. Khan

should have expunged the most
controversial statement of the
leader of the house, which was
not even printable in the re-
sponsible media. The action
could have annoyed his party
chief, but would elevate the sta-
tus of the house as well as his
own and would set a precedence
for the future Speakers to emu-
late.

In a recent deliberation of
the provincial parliament in
Toronto, the provincial Pre-
mier pointing to the leader of
the opposition uttered, "you are
the most stinky element of this
house”. The leader of the oppo-
sition did not roar back. The
Speaker on his own stopper the
Premier and asked Lhim to apol-
ogise. lailing which, “vou will
be thrawn, out'of the parlia-
ment”, the Speaker cantioned
the Premier. Needless to say
that the Premier complied ini-
mediately.

The ru]lng party has
achieved considerable success
in the international arena. The
signing of the Ganges Walter
Sharing and the CHT treaties

instances. She seems to be sur-
rounded by advisers and policy
makers who went to her fold
due solely to their sheer antipa-
thy for the AL, not perhaps for
their devotion for the BNP.
Their principal agenda is to de-
populate the AL, may it come

through the leadership of the JP

or even the Jamaat-i-Islami.
She behaved inept on most is-
sues and statistics and lost
much credibility to the common
masses. Her recent fiasco in-
volving the appointiment of CEC
has put her, once again. in the
most defensive position. Did
any of her advisers remind her
of the process she followed
while making the appointment
of Justice Sadeque? BNP advi-
sors failed to distinguish be-
tween democratically elected
Hasina adwministration and

that of autocratic Ershad. Re-

fusing to negotiate with a sclf

declared despot might have por-

trayed Begum Zia as ‘unc-
ompromising . but the same
with a democratically elected
PM depicted
‘undemocratic. In the episode

her as

confidence of people in the rul-

in rty.

gmc Latc of economy has
Leen aptly described by reports
rofusely made by the World
ank and others prior to the
development partners meeting
in Paris held in March last. The
unhappiness expressed by the
donors about lack of good gov-
ernance and profusion of cor-
ruption made their financial
dledge apparently conditional.
,”lﬂ' disputed rate of growth Is
inadequate and (s llable to be
eaten up by rising inflation and
higher prices of essential Frmds.
The current year's budget had to
be balanced by way of heavy
borrowing from commercial
banks to the staggering figure of
Taka 4000 crores. It is not un-
usual to do some borrowings
from banks by the government,
but the staggering figure as well
as the continuing practice of
substantial dependence on it
exposes heavy financial mis-
management on the part of the
government. The syphoning
away of bank liquidity, besides
political unrest and instability,
posed a formidable barrier
against establishment of indus-
tries by domestic en-
trepreneurs. Foreign Investors
have also generally shied away
and made little nvestiments,

except in energy aud telecom-

mundcation sectors. Goods from

across the borders. both 11 offi-
cial and unofficial channels,

have made Bangladesh a virtual

colony.

Progress in poverty allevia-
tion programmes and im-

The BNP high command cre-
ated a big euphoria over the so-
called four-party summit,
arousing an ecstasy to their
supporters that the government
will be “ousted™ as soon as they
meet. Obviously, that did not
happen and perhaps is not go-
ing to happen. There are a lot of
disillusionment about the AL
rules, but not a widespread dis-
content in the streets to trans-
form those into a so called
‘mass upsurge against a demo-
cratically elected govermment.
Moreover, the BNP chief's regu-
lar meeting with her alliance
counterparts has diluted the
gravity of the much-publicised
and keenly awaited summit and
is making it a non-event as she
is meeting them more often
than her close associates. In
each of her public utterauces,
she is attributing so mniclh -
phasis on the unitv-ol the al-
liance as if the' BNP cannot
stand on her own in facing the
AL. The party which ruled the
country for the longest duration
of time, once after winning a
democratic election, has no
reason to be so desperate to held
on to anyv straw that comes on

The general election is approximately a year away. No one is prophetic enough to profess the results
in any certain term. In the absence of a non-performing General Secretary, AL has a lot of
organisational weaknesses. Internal feuds within the rank and file of the party are widespread.
The results of the recent two bye-elections also show that the party high command is not aware of
the real strength of various factions.

association with someone who
celebrates August 15 as her ficti-
tious birthday and his general
secretary’s recent meeting and
appeal for help from that very
individual has exposed the
hollowness of his politics and
his claim to be 'Bangabandhu's
ideological son'’ has
boomeranged. Can any one of
sense justify why the AL leader-
ship is using the party's hooli-
gan power to destroy a self-de-
stroyed person, who on his own
is marching towards oblivion?
People had more expectation
from the second consecutive
democratically elected parlia-
ment. However, just like the
earlicr, this one too has failed
to meet their expectation. Lion's
share of the onus may lie on the
shoulder of the opposition
lawmakers but the ruling party
has to bear its own share of
blame too. Their sincerity is
not out of question in convine-
ing the opposition lawmakers
that they would be treated with
due right and privileges, and
their House deliberation would
be relayed to the people undis-
torted. The ruling party had
much to do in evaporating the
suspicion of the neutrality of
the Speaker. It was obvious that
the Speaker on many occasions
did not act as discreetly as ex-
pected from the moderator of a
Westminster style parliament.
If it were so, he, on his own,

has brightened the image of the
country. As a chief executive of
the government, Sheikh Hasina
has outpaced any of her prede-

cessors, including her leg-
endary father, in securing in-
ternational laurel and recogni-

tion. The country has, at last.
come out of the negative image
of a calamity-prone delta to a
land of promising economy and
steadfast demnocracy. Recent
World Bank reports identifying
Bangladesh as the eighth lastest
growing economy of the world
would give much solace to peo-

ple as well as to the govern-

ment. The four consecutive
bumper harvests coupled with
thousands of kilometres of new

roads, bridges and culverts have
evolved a massive rural infras-
tructure that created a vibrant
rural economy. The country has
attained self-sufficiency in
food. The politics of Bangladesh
evolves around the price of rice.
From that perspective, the gov-

ernment has scored a victory.

In the political front, from -

one perspective, the AL was
blessed with a very imprudent
opposition who did not play
their flutes in tune with the
people. Begum Zia while culti-
vated a very positive and con-
trolled image as the PM, shat-
tered that as the leader of the
opposition. She behaved inco-
herent, at tiimes desultory and
desperate on many issues and

of the appointment of the CEC,
in choosing between the pro-
people stand and that of her
four-party alliances. she opted
for the latter. which in the
arithmetic ol her advisors con-
stitutes 60 per cent of the voters’
support.

In the last four years, a lot of
water has streamed through the
rivers of the land, including the
Ganges. The ruling party does
have a lot of shortcomings in
its rules. But can the BNP policy
makers cite a single issue where
their stand was able to attract
common people to their fold?
Moreover, any analysis of the
Jatylo Party vote in the last
election has to take care of the
fact that, except for one district,
lion's share of the JP vote was
due to the candidates them-
selves, while the rest were
partly anti-BNP and partly
anti-AL votes. In addition, BNP
is a big political party with
more than one of its own candi-
date in every constituency. Any
attempt to allocate any of the
seats to the alliance partner
may antagonise the party aspi-
rants. The lone visible success
of the BNP chief was the reha-
bilitation of a deposed autocrat,
This rehabilitation, of course,
has taken place exclusively at
BNP's own expense, which its
policy makers will realise, in
concrete term, after the next
general election.

Sajeda Chowdhury

writes

Sir, My attention has been
drawn to the editorial pub-
lished In your esteemed dally
on June 20, 2000 under the cap-
tion "AL Should Not Taunt, but
Welcome BNP to Sangsad”.

In the editorial following ac-
cusations have been made
against me:

1. 1 said the opposition was
coming to the parliament to
save their red passports, other
perks, and privileges that go
with their JS seats,

2. I wanted Khaleda Zia to re-
turn ‘property worth Tk 50
crores' her family is holding in
possession since the assassina-
tion of President Zia.

The correctness of accusa-
tion number 1 can be found in
your editorial of 19th June,

2000, which says "The opposi- .

tion led by Bangladesh Nation-
alist Party have decided to join

the Jatiya Sangsad session 'for
few minutes' to circumvent the
90-day absence clause in a bid
to save their membership of
parliament. We commend..... At
the same time we demur at the
technical or tactical by-pass be-
ing contrived to attend the ses-
sion for a while, sign the atten-
dance register and thus obviate
the Invalidation of their par-
llament membership. But have
they realised who are they ap-
plyqu their tactic against?”

What Is said in this editorial
is itself taunting. I wonder, why
a similar statement made by me
should be criticised?

About accusation number 2,
the leader of the opposition in-
vited this remark by comment-
ing that this budget has been
made to legitimatise the plun-
ders made by the AL leaders
who will be tried along with
their wives and children, In re-
]Jl_v to this unfounded charges, |
1ad to speak about the corrup-
tions In the opposition leader's

family and also illegal transfer
of properties worth Tk 50 crore
and requested her to return
those properties to the ariny
and to the people. | also raised
this point before in the parlia-
ment questioning the legal and
ethica? basis behind making
such lavish grants to her,

I don't understand, what
prompted the editor to accuse
the Awami League and myself
in this way.

Syecda Sajeda Chowedhury
Minister for Environment and
Forest

Our reply

We thank the minister for
responding to our editorial,

To say that opposition Is re-
turning to the parliament to
"save their seats" (as we did),
and to say that the opposition
was doing so to "save their red
passports and other perks (as
the minister did), are not the
same thing. Obviously the min-

ister refuses to see the difference
between an objective criticism
and a dishonouring remark.
Opponents in politics must
and often do criticise one an-
other. But they do not have to be
undignified about it. This sim-
le message we have so far
alled to convey to our leaders.

— Edlitor

Profit without
investment!

Sir. Bangladesh is getlin
some bad publicity as a goo
place for doing business, and
making profit, without invest-
ment! IleFal toll collection has
become highly profitable mass-
scale business, practiced even
by non-experienced en-
treprenenrs, independent of age
or group right under the eagle
eyes of the authority.

AZ
Dhaka

iIts way.

The greatest tragedy of
Bangladesh's politics that its
players never take any lesson
either from their own futile
policies or from those of their
adversaries. AL's boycotts of
and resignation from the par-
liament were the most serious
and nondefensible fallacy it ar-
gued forward while in opposi-
tion. Even the late matriarch of
the party, Begum Sufia Kamal.
criticised the action in no un-
certain terins. BNP is resorting
to the same unpopular exercise
without extracting any lesson
from the blunder of its adver-
sary. ‘We are not allowed to
speak inside the parliament’ is
the most unconvincing argu-
ment absolutely not saleable to
the people. How would they jus-
titv their walkout from the par-
liament when their own
speaker was in the chair? They
are about one-third of the 330
blessed people (out of 120 mil-
lion) who have the unalienable
right, not privilege, to speak to
that august forum. It seems they
are more committed to estab-
lishing their right on the streets
in face of many odds, rather
that in the supreme forum
where their views carry deep
significance.

Their recent move to join the
parliament just to retain their
membership does not help rein-
carnate their image among the
people, They were elected to do a
job for the people, not to collect
allowance and benefits without
performing what is expected of
them. What could be more pre-
posterous than to suggest that
the AL want to remove the pro-
vision of the caretaker admin-
istration from the constitution.
when it was they who spear-
headed the camnpaign for its in-
clusion? Were they elected only
to prevent the alleged constitu-
tional amendment and that too
sitting outside the parliament?
In the words of The Daily Star
leader, "BNP returning to the
parliament just to retain its
seats is not only immoral but
also self-defeating. There is a
far greater purpose for which it
should return and that is to re-
clatm its position as the na-
tion's voice in the opposition”,

As the largest opposition
party in our parliament's his-
tory. people expected more pro-
active and responsible perfor-
mance from the BNP. Terming
the current budget ‘anti-people
and labelling the incumbent fi-
nance minister as ‘incompetent'
do not mean much to the people.
They had the responsibility to

some other social sectors ap.
pear sequel to the policies anq
activities undertakcm-‘l%y the
srevious government. The ng.
Lle schemes for old age pep.
various support for

rovision of low cost

ave, no doubt, bee

slons,
wonen,
shelters

taken in hand, but its imple. 7

mentation smacks terribly of

partisanship. 3
One hiﬁly landable actign
witnessed during the year nnder
review Is the internatf -'
recognition of 21 February as
the Universal Mothier Tongue
Day. This well-deserved recog-
nition received commendation
from all, Irrespective of Party
affiliation, but was stated to
have been the outcome of the
initiative taken by a private iy.
dividual. Receipt of Honorary
Doctorate Degrees from abr
by the Prime Minister contin-
ued unabated, but people do talk
Il about the resources, both
human and financial, spent for
such unproductive and unnec.
essary exercise. Prime Minjs-
ter's frequent visits abroad, on
any pretext, have become the
talk of the town these days. Be.-
sides many unnecessary and
unjustified visits involved huge
expenditures from goverimmeyy
coffer and reduced further the
reputation and standard of the
Bangladesh Biman. The people
of the country expect their
elected Chief Executive to spend
some more time Inside the
country. Many other issues and
topics deserve analysis. But
whatever has been done so far
in this article tends to indicate
that during the past four-year
rule the Awami LEHFIIE achieved
little and the people despaired
more.

The author, a former Am-

bassador. is a Member of BNP's
Advisory Council

he Last Four Years?

identify which provisions and
policies would go against the in-
terest of the people, which obvi-
ously they have fudged and that

too, they should have delivered

in the floor of that august body

where they were elected to serve.

When accusing the govern-
ment, the BNP chief even could
not provide any credible fact or
statistics in support of her ac-
cusation. Bringing the corrup-
tion charge against the PM in
the recent MIG-29 purchase, the

statistics given by the BNP chief

was absolutely ludicrous. How
can any one get a comimission
of Taka 600 croe in a purchase
that involves only 570 crore?
She claimed to have in her pos-
session the documentary evi-
dence in support her accusa-
tion. But when the PM chal-

lenged higr to clfmm Qut with,the
a

proot T sle refrained silent.
L, spill believe. . there are
many in the BNP who were
guided by their ideological con-
victions to participate in our
great war of liberation. The
cornerstone of that struggle was
a virtue called secularism with-
out which a modern state can-
not flourish. It was the respon-
sibility of those elements to

steer the BNP as a centrist polit-

ical party, where the centre of

the road is very wide at this
juncture of the global history.

We wonld have been fortuiiate 10

see our politics divided into two
camps: fiscal liberal and fiscal
conservative, which is the es-
tablished divide line of the foes
in a modern democracy. It is

dismal to see the BNP drifting

towards far right with the con-
stant enunciation of a illusory
dogma. It is a great irony that
Sadeq Hossain Khoka and
Mannan Bhuiyan had to share
the podium with their once dis-
dained Golam Azam and bear
the stigma to listen to his
speech only because he dispar-
ages the AL. Does it not seal the
BNP's door to any one who still
believes in the values for which
he stood for in 1971?

The general election is ap-
proximately a year away. No
one is prophetic enough to pro-
fess the results in any certain
term. In the absence of a non-
perfnrmln% General Secretary,
AL has a lot of organisational
weaknesses. Internal feuds
within the rank and file of the
party are widespread. The re-
sults of the recent two bye-elec-
tions also show that the party
high command is not aware of
the real strength of various fac-
tions. This kind of nomination
will bring disaster to the party
in the next general election.
Supporters of AL are guided
mostly by its own positive val-
ues, which it is supposed to be-
lieve in, not due to any animos-
ity for the BNP. This fact may
easily lead the disgruntled fac-
tions of the AL to act against
their own candidates, even at
the expense of supporting the
rival BNP candidates. On the
other hand, BNP might be hav-
ing internal feuds, but the an-
tipathy of each faction towards
the AL is so deep that they will
never go against their own can-
dicdate to support the AL. While
in power. the AL might have
equalled the BNP's financial
strength, but in terms of rela-
tionship with their patrons and
workers, with each day passing,
the AL leaders are drifting fur-
ther and further away [rom
their men who count most on
the election day. In the next one
vear. il the BNP policymakers
behave prudently. rearming
themselves with the lessons
form their past imprudent poli-
cies, and free the party from the
alliance of the deposed (of 1990)
and the despised (of 1971), it
could alone give a neck and
neck fight to the ruling AL. If
that happens. the result of the
next election could reallv be
anvbody's guess.
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