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51& Semmar: A day-long life seminar and live surgery on

. Phacoemulsification, a modern technique of cataract surger

-« Organised by the Retina Foundation and Eye Centre will be held,
Venue: BIAM, 63 New Eskaton. Time: 8.30 am.

- Int'l conference: Bangladesh Geographical Society
. inaugurates an international conference on "Disaster: Issues
y and Gender Perspectives.” Venue: Bangladesh Institute of

Management (BIAM) hall. Time: 9:25 am.

Bangla A(‘-ﬂdem}’ WOl‘kShOp: Bangla Academy
writer and researcher workshop on "The
Liberation War of Bangladesh: Documents and History-related
Book Publication.” project. Venue: Seminar room of the

Administration an

begins a 3-day long

Academy. Time: 9:00 am,

Discussion meeting: chetana '71 will hold a
discussion on "Awami's Four Years of Misrule, and There is
Alternative to The Unity of Nationalist Power to Protect the
ty of the Country. Venue: VIP lounge of Jatiya Press

Sovereignt)
Club. Time: 3:30 pm.

BUP meeting: Bangladesh Unnayan Parishad (BUP)
e UP seminar room, House No 33,

Road No 4, Dhanmondi R/A. Time: 4:00 pm.

Exhibition: the solo photo
Akhter titled "Unity and Diversity
Conference room of Alllance Francaise de Dhaka. Time: 5:00

will hold a meeting. Venue:

11l.

at

Socie

R/A. Time: 6:15 pim.

Discussion meeting: \
will hold a discussion meeting to mark the 243rd anniversary
of the Plassey tragedy. Venue: Jatiya Press Club auditorium.

Time: 4:00 pm.

Foundmg anniversary: Theatre Centre will hold

a day long programme to mark its 18th founding anniversary.

Venue: Theatre Centre auditorium. 4 Green Square, Green
mer, Green Road. Time: 11:00 am-9:00 pin.

graphy exhibition of Bayazid
v' will be inaugurated. Venue:

ajit Ray retrospective: zahir Raihan Film
will screen Ray's Ultaran on the 2nd last day of the
third session of the retrospective on the late filmmaker. Venue:
Indian High Commission auditorium, Road No 2, Dhanmondi

Plassey Udjapon Committee

Democracy Watch dialogu
hold a dialogue on "Impediment freedom and
impartiality of the mass media and its prevention.” Venue:
Democracy Watch hall, 7 Circuit House Road. Time: 3:00 pm -

ch will

5:00 pm.

ADAB discussion meetmgz
Development Agencies in Bangladesh will ho
meeting on poetess Begum Sufia Kamal. The discussion will be
followed by a cultural programme. Venue: Main auditorium of
National Museum. Time: 5:00 pm.

Children's exhibition: A chiidren's painting
exhibition will be inaugurated. This will be followed by a
cultural programme by children. Venue: Goethe Institut, House
No 10. Road No 9, Dhanmondi R/A. Time: 5:00 pm.

Exhibition: the 1st solo art exhibition of Rashidul Islam
Khan will be inaugurated. Chief guest: Mohammad Nasim,
Home and Telecommunications Minister. Venue: Drik Gallery.
House No 58, Dhanmondi R/A. Time: 5:30 pm.

€: Democracy Wat-

Association of
ld a discussion

Thundershowers likely

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by
gusty wind is likely at most places over the country

tempora

with moderately heavy to heavy falfs at’ pl
Chitapong, Barisal and Sylhet divisions till 6 pm today, reports

UNB.

d e Celsius recorded at

morrow at 5.12 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity recorded
in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 31.8 25 78 D0
Chittagong 315 25.0 92 79
Rajshahi Sk 25.4 82 87
Khulna 31.8 248 80 Qa3
Barisal 31.2 25.6 87 87
Sylhet 31.7 249 78 100
Cox's Bazar S1D 248 80 82

Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the

untry during the period, Met office said.

The country’'s highest ten-g)erature recorded yesterday was 33.1
atkhira and the lowest 24.8 degree

Celsius at Cox's Bazar and Khulna today.

The sun sets in the capital today at 6.49 pm and rises to-
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eries and Livestock

to Food

In a major administrative
reshuffle more than a dozen
secretaries have been given new
asslgnment and job contract of
some Is extended, sald an offi-
clal hand out yesterday, reports
UNB,

Secretary of Statistics Divi-
sion Mamun-ur-Rashld has
been made Secretary of the
Election Commission, Addi-
tional Secretary of Industries
Ministry K M Ehsanul Huq Act-
ing Secretary of the Statistics
Division, Member Secretary of
Public Administration Reforms
Commission Al Amin Chowd-
hury takes over as Acting Secre-
tary of the Industries Ministry,
Environment and Forest Secre-
tary Sayed Marghub Morshed
takes over as Secretary of Fish-
ecretary
replacin%dﬁyub Kadri who goes

inistry as Secretary.

Morshed has been replaced

by Jute Secretary Mahfuzul Is-
lam. A Q M Kamrul Huda, trans-
ferred as the Additional Secre-
tary of the Home Ministry, has
been made Acting Secretary of
the Jute Ministry.

Food Secretary Mahbub

Kabir has been made OSD at Es-
tablishment Ministry.

Quamrul Islam Siddique,

who was removed from PDB,
has been appointed Additional
Secretary on deputation under
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the President’'s 10 per cent
quota and made Acting Secre-
tary of Jamuna Bridge Divi-
ston.

The contract of PARC Mem-
ber Aminul Islam has been ex-
tended by six months from June

30,

The LPR of Captain Abdul
Halim, Commander of DC 10-30
of Bangladesh Biman, has been
cancelled and his appointment
extended by ope vear on con-
tract subject to his physical fit-
ness.

Chairman of Petrobangla
Mosharraf Hossain has been
appointed to the same post on
one-year contract,

IGP A Y B I Siddigui has been
appointed as Chairman of the
Tariff Commission on deputa-
tion. :

Joint Secretary of Election
Commission Dr Omar Faruk
Khan has been made OSD in Es-
tablishment Ministry while
Joint Secretary of Commerce
Ministry M A Kamal sent on
deputation to National Nutri-
tion Project as Executive Direc-
tor.

OSD (Jt Secy) of Establish-
ment Ministry Kazl Nasirul Is-
lam has been made Joint Secre-
tary of Power Division. CMM ol
Dhaka A K M Abdullah ap-
pointed as Joint Secretary of

i "".H-.-""Uf"" s o aal ;.:-',!Fn
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' Major reshuffle in administration

Fisheries and Livestock Min-
Istry and Joint Secretary of the
ministry Syed Golam Kibria
transferred to Finance Division
with the same rank.

Joint Secretary M Abu Zalar
who is under transfer order as
Additional Divisional Com-
missioner of Chittagong has
been appointed Director, Export
Promotion Bureau, on deputa-
tion. His transfer order has
been cancelled, '

Murari Mohon Dutta has
been transferred to BTMC. A K
M Delwar Hossain to Primary
and Mass Education Division,
Tazul Islam Khan to Forest In-
dustries Corporation, Joint
Secretary Shamsul Huq to Na-
tional Handicapped Develop-
ment Foundalion.

AcHuF Joint Secretary Mo-
hanmmad Abdul Haye has been
promolted as Joint Secretary,

The service of Director of
CMSD Brigadier Mohamimad
Shahjahan has been placed un-
der the Health and Family Wel-
fare Ministry on deputation to
take over as Director of Chit-
lﬂFDllg Medical College Hospi-
1a

Col Mohammad Masud has
been sent to Sylhet Medical Col-
lege Hospital and Col M Zillur
Rahman to Chittagong Medical
College Hospital on deputation.

L

metropolitan conference.

Ekattarer Ghatak Dalal Nirmul Committee (Committee for Annihilation of the Collab-
orators of the ‘71) brought out a procession in the city yesterday on occasion of their 3rd

—Star photo

aces' over 'Rajshahi.

Habib accuses 4 including
MP's son of killing Shipu

By Staff Correspondent

Joy Habib, one of the two ar-
rested accused in Shipu Murder
Case vesterday gave a judicial
statement accusing four per-
sons. including a son of ruling
party MP of killing the busi-
NEeSSINAn.

[ftekhar Ahmed Shipu, 38, a
cellular phone trader was

unned down at UAE mmarket at

anani in the city on May 21.
Joy Habib, in his judicial

tatement before the court of M

"Shahidul Islamn. a metropolitan

magistrate, said he came to
know about involvement of
four persons — Shafiul Alam,

BCL activist
stabbed to
death in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG., June 22: An
activist of Bangladesh Chhatra
League Bakalia unit was
stabbed to death by his rivals at
DC road here this morning, po-
lice said.

Shahidul Islam, 25. came
under attack while taking tea at
a tea shop there at 9 am today.

The attackers beat himn seri-
ously and at one stage stabbed
him, police said,

He was linmediately
Chittagong Medical

taken to
College

" Hospital where he succumbed to

his injurics

CEPZ

From pape |
rder.
Some other workers of two
wel manufacturing factories

" yesterday also agitated de-
- manding their wages as
= 1993 circular of BEPZA which

per

! was cancelled later.

CEPZ sources sald workers

% of those factories kept the offi-

clals hostage to realise their

- demand., but police later rescued

them. The factories are Globe
textile and Bangladesh Towel.

the workers of the two factories

lended thelr duties. But pro-
iction In three US factories
malued suspended for the
L 11 days. sources added.

Sources, However, sald today

Jubair, Jewel and Saikat — in
the Shipu murder although he
was not an eyewitness.

The killers fled to India to
avoid arrest, he added.

Sagar is aware of the inci-
dent and could provide more de-
tails, Habib said in his state-
ment.

Sagor was also produced in
the court but he refused to give
judicial statement. Both ol
them were later sent to the
Dhaka Central Jall.

Brother of the victim filed
an FIR accusing Naimuzzaman
Jubair, son of Asaduzzaman,
director of Civil Aviation Au-
thority of Bangladesh, Shafiul
Alam. son of Ahmed Hossain
and Jewel, son of Kamal Ma-
jumder MP of the killing. DB
failed to arrest any of the FIR-
listed accused as vet,

Suicide
From page |

The Institute of Democratic
Rights. a nunan rights organi-
sation. in Its report termed So-
lets’ death ‘mysterious’. It con-
clucted a spot investigation.

“What police could do to pro-
vide security to somebody if he
wanted to commit suicide?” the
SP said.

Asked why police showed
Solet arrested in a case In
which he was not even an FIR
listed accused, one source re-
questing anonymity said. "We
thought this would be the best
since he was also accused of
theft”.

Some people of Tongl who
had handed Solet over to police
did not file any specific case
against him but filed a general
diary (GD), he said.

n June 13, those people ac-
cused Solet of theft, assaulted
him and then handed him over
to police. He spent the night in
thana custody,

Next morning, Solet was
produced In court being shown
as arrested (n a theft case and
was placed on a two-day re-
mand. His body was found
hanging the same day in the in
the evening,

A magistrate gave the 'in-

- Housewife
From page 12

"I asked my vounger son to
open the door when policemen
knocked the door at about 1:30
am on June 17,” she said.
“The team led by Sls Anwar
and Shahed entered my bed
room and wanted to know about
my elder son Liton, who lives in
his uncle's house nearby”, she
said.

“Some of them asked me to
take them to that house. | took
thein there although they could
not show any warrant or charge
against Liton,” she said.

"On return to my house, |
found my son Rubel and daugh-
ter Sheuly lying on the floor
and some policemen beating
them™ she alleged.

“Failing to find Liton, the
policemen abused all the family
members and then took me and
my husband to the thana”, she
said. .

During confinement in the
thana. policemen did not allow
them to meet their relatives,
she alleged.

"“The OC of Sabujbagh thana
asked me to give a statement
that iy son and daughters tried
to snatch arms from the po-
licemmen at my house. As | re-
fused, they beat ine and my hus-
band” Julekha alleged

They were produced before
court and then sent to the
[Yhaka Central Jail the next
Ly

Death anniversary
By Staff Correspondent

R . L1

The first death
anniversaries
of Captain
Quashem, a
senjor pilot of
Bangladesh Bi-
man, his only
daughter Afrin
Quashem and
son Ralhan Quashem will be
observed today.

A milad mahfil will be held
after Asr prayers at their resi-
dence at 23, Dilu Road on the
occasion,

Quashem and his children
were killed in a tragic road ac-
cldent last year,

* * X

The ninth
death anniver-
sary of Mary
Gomes will be
ob served

press release.
She was the
former senlor
school teacher
of Little Jewels School, Dhaka
and a prominent soclal worker,
Prayers will be offered be-
side at her grave at Warl

today, says a

Speakers at a discussion yes-
terday urged the common peo-
ple of the country to form a so-
cial and cultural movement to
resist the religious fanatics and
killers and collaborators of
1971

They also observed that the
pro-liberation forces will not be
able to unite the despite conge-
nial socio-political atmo-
sphere.

Held at the Teachers and
Students Centre (TSC) audito-
rium of Dhaka University in
the afternoon, the discussion
was organised by the Dhaka
city unit of Ekattorer Ghatak
Dalal Nirmul Committee (the
cominittee to annihilate killers
and collaborators of '71) to
mark its third two-day long
council.

Addressing the programme
as the chief guest, Kabir
Chowdhury said, "the elimina-
tion of killers and collabora-
tors also means elimination of
their followers and successors
and we can resist them politi-
cally besides through cultural
activities.”

Call to build movement
against collaborators
and killers of 1971

By DU Correspondent

Prof Borhanuddin Khan Ja-
hangir said, "it is possible to try
the war criminals of 1971 by
stabilising relationship be-
tween the country's present po-
litical stand and international
organisations.”

While inaungurating the
council, noted Poet Shamsur
Rahman said, "we have to resist
the four-party opposition al-
liance right now, otherwise we
would not be able to leave peace-
fully.”

Presided over by Shalriar
Kabir, the programme was also
addressed, among others. by
Advocate Gaziul Hacq. Prof
Muntasir Mamun, Sved Hasan
Imam. Hashem Khan. Shamoly
Nasrin Chowdhury, Avesha
Khanom. Kazli Mukul and
Sadiqur Rahman Porag.

Earlier, the Nirmul Commit-
tee also brought out an anti-
fundamentalism and anti-
communalism procession and
paraded on the some city
streels.

The programme was fol-
lowed by a cultural show in the
evening.

At least 10 people were Kkilled
and 50 others injured in road
accidents in different parts of
the country yesterday, reports
UNB.

Three of the killed were re-
ported from Chandpur while
two each from Gazipur, Sherpur
and Munshiganj districts and
one from Jamalpur.

In Chandpur three people,
including a minor boy, were
killed and 20 others injured
when a bus fell into a roadside
ditch at Sajirpar in Kachua
thana on Kachua-Chandpur
road.

Police said the accident oc-
curred at about 11 am when the
driver of the Chandpur-bound
bus from Kachua tried to save
some ducks on the road and lost
control over the steering.

Three passengers whose
identity could not be known
died on the spot.

Two of the Injured were ad-
mitted to Comilla General Hos-
ital, 10 to Kachua thana

lealth Complex and eight to
Gourlpur Thana Health Com-
plex.

In Gazipur two people were
killed and eight others Injured
in separate traffic mishaps here
yesterday. The dead were (denti-
fled as Haflz Uddin, 70, and
Mamun, 8.

Police and witnesses sald
pedestrian Mamun was rui

Christian Cemetery, Ramuna

quest report’ on June 15, offi-
cials said yesterday.

Church, and at her mother's

¥ residence at 85/ 1, Kakrall.

over by a sEecdlng Chandana-
I hnum‘ truck In Soydana Hajlr-
pukud area on Dhaka-2y-

Road accidents kill
10 in 5 districts

mensingh road at 8:30 am and
Hafiz was crushed at 10 ain by a
speeding Dhaka-bound army
vehicle at Bahadurpur village
on the same road.

In another mishap, eight
people were Injured at Soydana
area on the same road when a
passenger bus and a truck col-
lided head on. Separate cases
were filed with the police.

In Sherpur, two people were
killed and 15 others injured in
a mishap on Sribordi{-Sherpur
road in Sribordi upazila.

The deceased were identified
as Tota Mia, 35, of Chandanpur
in Islampur upazila of Ja-
malpur district while another
as Sheikh Farid allas Bhuttu,
15, of village Halgara In Sri-
bordi,

Police said the accident took
place at Langarpara at about
11:30 am when the Sherpur-
bound bus fell into a roadside
ditch after its drive lost control
over the steering, Killing Tota
and Bhuttu on the spot.

All the 15 Injured were ad-
mitted to the local upazila
health complex.

The bodies were sent 1o sadin
hosplital morgue for autopsy

Chehlum

The chehlum ot Dr Jahan
Ara Rabbee, Additional Direc-
tor General, Health (Retd), wife
of Shahid Dr Md Fazle Rabbee,
will be held today after Magreb
prayers at her residence, says n
press release.

Agri-DDP |

From page |
total agricultural value,

Kazi Shahabuddin, a senlor
research fellow at the BIDS,
emphasised prioritisation of
resource allocation for differ-
ent sub-sectors of agriculture.

India's National Professor
Dr EA Siddigue who imparted
soime technical training on hy-
brid to Bangladeshi experts told
the Daily Star that Bangladesh
should invest more on agricul-
tural research and bulild up an
expertise-base.”

“Despite being an agricul-
tural economy, Bangladesh
suffers from lack of human re-
source base as more and more
experts tend to migrate to de-
veloped nations due to insuffi-
clent incentives back home."

Siddique felt sorry for
Bangladesh's low Investment in
agricultural research. "In India
half the agriculture GDP {s allo-
cated for research. We're trying
to raise the allocation up to one

¥ cent.”
Be A recent Fubllcatlml of the

International Food Policy Re-
search Institute argued that "in-
creased spending on agricul-
tural research appears neces-
sary to the future of
Bangladesh, given the Impor-
tance of agriculture to rural In-
come growth and poverty alle-
viation. Where will the re-
sources come from — this is a
question of priority In resource
allocation. The government
needs to weigh the relative mer-
its of subsidies involved in fer-
tiliser marketing, public output
marketing, and agricultural re-
search spending.”

Into the 5th yr

From page |
power.

Some 2,500 councillors,
each representing 50,000 peo-
ple, are expected to attend the
council from 72 organisational
districts of the party. Besides,
AL representatives from the
Upazilas will also join in. Nom-
inees of the party branches in
the USA and the UK are also
likely to participate.

Politicians, diplomats, in-
tellectuals and professionals
have been invited to the open-
ing ceremony.

Aspirants especially
younger ones are least bothered
about the special council since
it is highly unlikely that there
will be changes in the party's
top executive body stvled the
central working committee.

The council has also failed
to inspire workers low in the
ladder. For there will be the
same councillors as elections to
most of the districts were not
held during the last three years.

Preparations for the council
started only a few days back
although it was announced
about a month ago.

Ruling partys internecine
conflicts, strategies to combat
the combineéd opposition” and
preparations for the next gen-
eral elections are the issues on
the table.

The party constitution em-
powers the central committee to
extend the tenure of all comnit-
tees, subject to approval of the
following council. A working
committee meeting on Wednes-
day decided to extend its tenure
by another three years, which
the council is expected to en-
dorse today.

Manoranjan

From page 12
Bangladesh.

A member of the Advisory
Council of the Mujibnagar gov-
ernment during the war of in-
dependence in 1971, he was the
first ambassador of Bangladesh
to Japan.

Dhar was elected MP in the
first parliamentary election of
Bangladesh and was made Law
Minister of the Awami League
government. He continued with
the same portfolio in the post-
August 15, 1975 government of
Khandokar Mushtaque Ahmed.

A student leader and freedom
fighter during the British
period and veteran parliamen-
tarian Manoranjan Dhar spent
27 years in jail for political
reasons. He was general secre-
tary of Bengal Provincial Unit
of Indian Students’ Council in
| V28,

Book publishers

From page 12

not export those to India despite
a huge demand for those books
there,” Hamidul Islam said.

Ananda's move would make
Bangladesh a market of Indian
books, Parishad leaders said.

The press conference was
also attended by some authors
and writers including Imdadul
Haq Milon, Humayun Azad,
Shawkat All, Osman Gani,
Rafiguzzaman and Anisul Huq.

"Ananda could be allowed to
do publishing business in the
country if it publishes books of
Bangladeshi authors and ex-
ports those for Indian readers.”
Milon said.

The parishad has taken up
an action programme to mo-
bilise public opinion against
Ananda’s ‘'aggressive move',

Dakhil

From page 12
a large number of examinees
participated in the last Dakhil
examination by submitting
lalse registration papers.

He sald officials are still
checking the documents. "We
will think of taking action
against them after completion
UFFllt‘[‘klllg."

The results of fake candi-
dates would be cancelled as the
first step against them, he sald.

Replyving to a query. the
chairman said there are com-
mittees to look into the matter.
They will decide what kind ol
action should be taken against
those candidates.

The Dakhil examination
was held In March and the re-
sults would be published

{ shortly.
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From page |

ity to alleviation of poverty and
taken extensive programmes to
eliminate it forever,” she said,
adding Tk 9898 crore has been
earmarked in the new budget
for 2000-2001 to eradicate
poverty,

Hasina sald with a mission
(o remove illiteracy by 2005 the
government made the highest
allocation to education sector
and approved a new health pol-
lcy to reach medical services to
the poor as per her election
commitment.

About the burning Issue of
power sector, she sald only
1700-megawatt electricity was
produced a day when she
forimmed government but now it
was possible to add more 1256 -
mw power to the national grid.

She hoped that additional
1879 mw of electricity would be
produced at the er plants be-
ing set up in public and private
sectors. Besides, specific and
pragmatic plans have been un-
dertaken to supply electricity at
fair price to all by 2020.

About the country's
promising oil, gas and natural
resource sector, she said Tk 655
crore was proposed in the new
budget for its development,

The Prime Minister reiter-
ated her stand that surplus na-
tional gas could be exported
meeting the domestic require-
ments and keeping the reserves
for next 50 years.

Outlining her government's
industrial policy, she said the
pragmatic policy encouraged
flourishing private sector and
opened up new opportunity for
foreign investient.

She said foreign Invest-
ments of nearly 12 billion US
dollars had been registered in

PM renews ¢

last four years of her govern-
ment (n power compared to
barely 5.7 billion US during

P’s five-year rule.

About the telecommunica-
tons, she said works are on to
install 138.500 digital tele-
phones in Dhaka city alon
with 216000 telephones in dif-
ferent districts.

On law-and-order situation,
the Prime Minister sald her
government |s committed to en -
sure a terrorism-free society by
taking stern action against ter-
rorists whoever they are.

She sald peace had been re.-
stored In Chittagong Hill Tracts
with the signing of CHT peace
accord that put an end 1o two
decades of insurgency. Recently,
she sald, terrorists in the coun-
try’s southwestern region have
surrendered following govern-

ment’s special mopping-up op-
eration.

To modernize police force. a
police staff college was set up to
impart training to officers

while steps were taken to glve
risk allowance for members of
the police from constable to in -
spectors.

Hasina said National Defen -
ce College, Military Institute of
Science and Technology, Armed
Forces Medical College and
peacekeeping operation centre
set up under the Awaml| League
rule started functioning to
enhance professional
standards and excellence of the
armed forces.

Besides, she pointed out,
MIG-29, transport alrcraft, he-
licopters, radar and arms and
ammunition were purchased to
boost strength of the airforce,
while frigate is being bought for
the navy.

Courting disaster

From page 1

handImF‘ of the vessels. Offi-
cials of the Department of
Shipping said it is also possible
that none of the two vessels had
any warning lights. Moreover,
the Badarpur channel has
shrunk to a dangerous level due
to lack of dredging by BIWTA.

About 300 t'muclws are ply-
ing the major routes from
Dhaka’s Sadarghat with ‘one or
the other official clearance'.
But a top official of the Depart-
ment admitted that over
500,000 others, many carrying
heavy cargoe and passengers
are plying the country's water-
ways without any document or
clearance whatsoever.

Under existing laws any ves-
sel with an engine capacity of
over 16 horse power must ob-

| tain registration and ‘survey

clearance’ from the Departient
of Sipping.

The Department is responsi-
ble for issuing fitness certifi-
cates after regularly inspecting
the vessels and setting up mo-
bile courts to implement navi-
gation laws. BIWTA's responsi-
bility is to ensure port facili-
ties, berthing, timely departure
and keep the navigation chan-
nels open by dredging. Recently,
BIWTA was given the responsi-
bility to check overloading and
other irregularities and prose-
cute the offender.

At city's Sadarghat launch
terminal, country’s biggest pas-
senger port, two powerlul
speedboats are lving idle. A

man fidentifying himself as its
operator said that the last time
a moblle court performed its
duty was during the pre-Eid
rush this year.

Badiuzzaman, Chief Engi-
neer and Surveyor of the De-
partment of Shipping, admitted

that lapses were there. But he
said, ~ the sector always re-
mained neglected.”

With only five inspectors
and four surveyors without
transport or any equipment, it
is impossible to monitor so
many vessels throughout the
country, he said.

When asked about mobile
courts, he said, during Eid rush
they have to step up their activi-
ties for safety of passengers.

“ The problem is that when
an inspector sues an offender,
the country's only Marine
Conrt, in Dhaka, takes years to
give a verdict,” said Badiuzza-
man explaining why the trans-
port workers have no respect
for law

But at the Sadarghat office of

the Survey Department, offi-
cials said the Marine Court is
too lenient to offenders. The
fine for an offense never ex-
ceeds Tk 200.

Sources in the Department
of Shipping confirmed that
since independence only one
serang s license was cancelled.

* Launch staff openly chal-
lenge us and provoke us to sue
them when we try to investigate
a complaint because they know
they can manage the court with
anything".

Saifur sees economy

From page |
tional pattern, principle and
projection.”
“"Only a person lacking fis-
cal-monetary literacy can for-
mulate a budget based on such a

target”.
Saifur said the finance min-
ister gave a politically moti-

vated budget to show that the
government was performing
outstandingly.

“No responsible government
should have accepted such a
budget and should have called
for an explanation”.

The revenue target could not
be attained and the budget
deficit was met by borrowing
from the banking system. In-
stead of rectifying the [iscal
deficit, the finance minister in-
creased the Annual Develop-
ment Prograinme {(ADP) by an-
other Tk 1000 crore in the re-
vised budget, he said.

Saifur said the finance min-
ister should have prioritised
development budget.

Criticising the finance min-
ister's claim of 5.5 per cent GDP
growth, Saifur said. if that was
so, why it was not reflected in
the revenue collection?. “The
growth was in terms of money,
not real.”

He mentioned the same rev-
enue target in two years (current
and in lhr proposed) and said.
“When a nation is moving for-
ward how can revenue target
remain the same for two con-
secutive years?.”

The government will again
fail to attain the revenue target
set in the proposed budget and
the fiscal deficit will be Tk
4,000 crore, for which provision
for Tk 3.500 crore bank
borrowing has been kept.

The expenditure for paying
salary of government employ-
ees has Increased to 32 per cent
of the revenue expenditure and
that bank borrowing to about
20 per cent,

“If the revenue expenditure
for salary and bank borrowing
goes that high, I wonder what
will happen to infrastructure
and other development pro-
grammes,” Salfur said.

Regarding foreign exchange
reserve, Saifur sald, during BNP
overnment it was around three

illlon US dollars, which has
now come down to around 1.5
billlon dollars.

On inflation, the former fi-
nance minister: sald, it re-

mained under control due to
fall in prices in Importin
cowiitries and crisis in South
Asia. Food price was also under
control as production was good.

‘But non-food inflation had
taken place,” Saifur claimed.

He appreciated the growth in
the agricultural sector. "This is
a silver lining for the govern-
ment, but this was due to good
weather .

But he pointed out that
growth in revenue comes from

industrial growth, not f[rom
agri- growth.
On the finance ministers

statement in his budget speech
that 18 farmers were killed dur-
ing BNP government, Saifur
said, on an average, four per-
sons are being killed daily dur-
ing this government. Law and
order situation now is the worst
in country’s history and sons
and relatives of ruling party
MPs are resorting to terrorism,
he alleged.

Saifur also alleged that the
reform programmes initiated
by his government were stalled
and that the country could
never move forward without
completing those.

Secretary General of BNP
Abdul Mannan Bhuivan and
former ERD Secretary Enam
Ahmed Chowdhury, now a BNP
leader, were present on the oc-
casion

Opposition
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parliament he said , “ If a con-
genlal atmosphere is created,
we are ready to join parliament
sessions.”

Naziur Rahman Manjur this
government has turned into
an 'autocratic BAKSAL gov-
ernment.

This government must be
dislodged and a united nation-
alist government has to be
formed to save the country, he
said.

Matiur Rahman Nizami
called for continuing the pre-
sent movement till a free and
fair election takes place under
the caretaker government.

Sadek Hossain Khoka said
this government has now be-
come a burden on the nation
and it has to be removed.

He also announced an ac-
tion programme which included

demonstration in all upazilas
on June 29 \
Paltya Maidan on July 5, '

and a rally at
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