By Nurul Kabir

taken the trouble to look back at the pledges she made before

he last general elections? We dont know. But all
indications suggest she hasn't. If she had, she wouldn't have
sounded so ‘confident’ about her government's performance.

The present write-up attempts to show the gulf of difference
between certain sweet electoral pledges the party has made before
the 1996 national polls and the sour realities the nation now
faces as for as realisation of those promises goes.

Rule of law

According to The Oxford Dictionary, ‘rule of law’ is a condi-
tion in which every member of socltety. Including its rulers, ac-
cepts the authority of law. If asked whether the people of this
country are enjoying rule of law by this definition, every ordi-
nary citizen would probably come up with a curt 'no'.

he Public Safety Special Provision Act, 2000 holds a per-
son/s liable to three to 14 years of imprisonment and also fine, {f
he/they by using lllegal force or by putting In fear of any kind
causes obstruction to traffic movement in any public road, water
way or rallway, or compels the driver of any vehicle or vessel to
change its normal route.

However, hundreds of cars carryving thousands o&passcngers
were stuck for six hours on the Dhaka-Narayanganj-Munshigang
high way on April 10 this year, as some people, led by ruling party
legislator Hag Selim, put barricade at the Fatullah point of the
road. The obstruction to the traffic movement was made in
protest of a robbery at the MP’'s business firm in the area, But no
case was lodged immediately against those who broke the law in
the incident. In the face of media criticism, police, however,
lodged a case two days after the incident, but the rullng party
legislator who publicly asked his people to put barricade was
spared.

The incident clearly shows that the condition the people are
still living in permits a ruling party lawmaker to break the law
with impunity, proving thereby that Sheikh Hasina's govern-
ment has failed to implement its first electoral pledge, even by
the briefest definition of rule of law.

In a parliamentary democracy, laws are expected to be made
following open and sometimes stormy debates on the floor of the
House by legislators from both the Treasury and Opposition
benches. But quite a few laws have been passed over the last four
years solely by the ruling party's parliamentary wing with the
opposition boycotting the parliamentary sessions for months
together. Their views, opposition MPs allege, is not seriously
taken note of and most of the time they are not allowed to put
forth their views. True, the opposition claim is not cent per cent
correct, but there has hardly been any example of the ruling party
seriously attempting to accommodate opposition.

As regards separation of power in a democracy within the ex-
ecutive branch, and check and balance in the power of the PM,
Bangladesh cannot be considered as a democracy at all. Here the
entire executive authority of the state lies in the office of the
Prime Minister. Such unbridled power has turned the elected
office of the PM into a most dictatorial one.

In a democracy, the essence of law is reason and fairness. Laws
are required to survive the test of reason. In this regard, former
Chief Justice of India Bhagwati observed, "What Is necessary
element of rule of law is that the law must not be arbitrary or
irrational and must satisfy the test of reason and the democratic
forms of policy seeks to ensure this element by making the
framers of the law accountable to the people ...”

There are a number of laws, including the Special Powers Act,
1974 and Section 54 of the CrPC, that allow the police to arrest
any citizen on suspicion and detain him or her without trial, are
still there in Bangladesh. This is definitely arbitrary and
irrational, as rationality cannot allow any one to be detained or
punished unless proved guilty of a crime.

The government of Sheikh Hasina has not only allowed such
laws to be in practice, but also enacted new repressive laws like

the Public Safety (Special Provision) Act, 2000 impinging on the
citizens’ fundamental right to get bail before proven guilty of a
crime.

Absence of the rule of law under Sheikh Hasina also found
expression in an order issued by a commissioner of the Dhaka
Metropolitan Police in the first quarter of the year. The DMP
commissioner, Matiur Rahman, ordered his force in January to
‘shoot muggers and robbers on sight'.

“The order was passed after a lot of thought,” the commis-
sioner informed The Daily Star on January 18. "It will scare the
criminals and might help the police restore law and order in the
city.”

‘Had there been any rule of law, the police officer perhaps could
not have survived in the job after issuing such an illegal and
irrational order.

Accountability and transparency

Clause 1l(b) of AL's election manifesto said, "accountability
and transparency will be ensured in running the state™. The
clause also said that the party, if voted to power, would "build up a
corruption free, efficient, trained and disciplined administrative
system free from partisan influence".

Accountability means the accountability to the people of the
politicians and those running the administration. Immediately
after she had taken over as the Prime Minister, Sheikh Hasina
asked her cabinet colleagues to submit a list of properties they
owned which they reportedly did.

The wealth statement earned appreciation from all quarters
willing to see some sort of transparency and accountability of the
politicians in a country where a minister makes a huge amount
of money by illegally using the powers of his office.

To the disappointment of many, the Prime Minister refused to
make the ministers’ wealth statement public. This prevented
people from knowing about the corruption her cabinet colleagues
have indulged in. The incident gives an idea of her concept of
accountability and transparency. Meanwhile, allegations
abound about the corruption of ministers, MPs and AL leaders.

As regards the promise of ‘building up a corruption free, effi-
cient, trained and disciplined administrative system free from
partisan influence’, the government has completely failed to live
up to the commitment.

A Commission was set up in 1997 to make recommendations
in this regard. Three chairmen of the Commission have already
left unceremoniously, leaving behind some three dozens of rec-
ommendations. But the government is yet to implement even half
a dozen of them

In the meantime, a nexus between corrupt politicians and bu-
reaucracy which is impeding the nation’'s economic progress. A
recent World Bank report on corruption in Bangladesh says, “The
judgement that per capita income in a corruption-free
Bangladesh could have nearly doubled to USS 700 instead of S350
reflects the harmful impact of bribery, kickbacks and similar
under-the-table payments on investments levels and
misallocated resources.”

As regards the pledge for an ‘administrative system free from
partisan influence’, even the ruln:jg party leaders admits in pri-
vate that the situation has rather deteriorated in certain cases. It
iIs a common knowledge that officials from greater Faridpur
region, the area Prime Minister hails from, enjoy greater power
than they are legally entitled to, while those coming from
Gopalganj, the PM's constituency, enjoys even greater auﬁmrity,

National budget for the 1999-2000 fiscal allocated a total of Tk
127 crore to the Prime Minister's office. She spent Tk 141 crore.
For the 2000-01 fiscal, the proposed allocation is Tk 264 crore.

Why should the nation spend on the PM's office double the
amount it spent in 1999-2000, Esreclal]}' when the government
has borrowed Tk some 4000 crore from banks to finance the huge
amount of revenue deficit? The finance minister has spoken a Ent
on accountability and transparency, but, on this particular issue,
conveniently kept mum.

LLaw and order

Another lmportant pledge the AL made was about law and or-
der. Clause 2 of the 2]-point manifesto said, the party “will put
stresses on the improvement of the law and order. It will take
actions irrespective of party affiliation in resisting all sorts of
criminal activities.”

However, a survey report, released by

3 FTER becoming the Prime Minister, has Sheikh Hasina

the Bureau of Human
Rights, Ban?ladcsh (BHRB), on the criminal incidents taking
place in the first four months of the year shows that law and or-
der has deteriorated like anything. “A total of 913 persons were
murdered and 13,249 Injured across the country over the period
between January | and April 30 this year,” the BHRB report re-
leased on May 11 said.

The report, carried by The Dally Star on May 12, also said that
a total of 283 mugging incidents had been taken place during the
period, while the incidents left 21 people were killed and 103
injured. "A total of 414 dacoity incidents took place during the
period, resulting in the death of 68 people and Injury to 441.” The
report further said, "a total of l‘gg incidents of hooliganism,
ransacking and clashes left 48 people dead and 536 Injured over
the samne period. Besldes, two officials were killed and 21 injured
in eight incidents by police and other law enforcing agencles”.

Another Star report, published on June 18, portrays a differ-
ent dimension of the deteriorating law and ordl:: situation. “At
least 26 people were beaten to death in separate incidents in five
districts including the capital Dhaka last month (May). Of the
victims, 13 were killed in and around Dhaka, nine in Chittagong,
two in Feni and one each In Sirajganj and Naogaon”, the report
says. “Those beaten to death included a five year old child, a girl
of 11 and a schoolboy aged 12. Fourteen of the victims were killed
in six incidents on suspicion of being dacolts, muggers and

Irates.”

g The report clearly indicates that people are gradually been
losing confidence in the country's Justice delivery system and
that the government is falling to discharge (ts constitutional
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Ater becoming the Prime Minister, has Sheikh Hasina taken the trouble to
look back at the pledges she made before the last general elections? We
don’t know. But all indications suggest she hasn’t. If she had, she
wouldn’t have sounded so ‘confident” about her government's
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Police excesses, even on women activists of the opposition parties, have tarnished the government's image and put a

question mark on its commitment to upholding women's right and dignity.

responsibility to ensure security of life and property of the citi-
zens,

But what is more regrettable is that the Prime Minister does
not seem ta be bothered about the situation. One of her recent
statements gave indirect sanction to the phenomenon. "Murder
or any other act of terrorism will not stop unless the killers of
Bangabandhu are tried,” the PM was quoted (by different national
dailies including the Star on April 22) to have said at a press
conference on April 21.

The government has not shown adequate resolve in imple-
menting the promise of t;akinf ‘actions irrespective of party af-
filiation in resisting criminal activities’. Unruly ruling party
activists have enjoyed impunity for an array of crimes, ranging
from killing, abduction and extortion to encroachment of rivers
and public spaces. Misdeeds of some ruling party ruling party
MPs and their unruly off-springs have assumed ominous
proportions.

District-level ruling party leaders do not lag far behind their
counterparts of the capital city. In March this year, after the
Home Minister had launched a combing operation in Feni to
arrest criminals and recover illegal arms, AL lawmaker Jainal
Hazari boasted, according to a Bangla daily, "My boys posses
arms. ... | would ask my boys to surrender the arms after the re-
covery of the weapons held by the BNP activists. ... There is,
however, strong chain of command and leadership among my
boys. They would surrender arms after the combing operation is
over.”

“I do not see any reason for my arrest. There is neither any
case against me nor any warrant of arrest,” he also told the daily.

The combing operation in the area is over. Neither did Hazari
or his men deposit any arms to the police administration nor
were they arrested.

Anti-corruption activities

Awami League also promised “all out steps against corruption
will be taken. Alleged plunderer of peoples wealth through cor-
rupt practices will be probed and lawful actions will be taken
against persons concerned”

But four years since assumption of office, one could well con-
clude, Sheikh Hasina's government has in a way encouraged
corrupt practices by not taking any punitive measure against the
perpetrators.

The World Bank report, Corruption in Bangladesh: Costs and
Cures, which was discussed in Paris in the second week of April
this vear, observed that corruption eats up a major portion of the
countrys GDP.

“If Bangladesh could reduce corruption level to those prevail-
ing in the countries with the highest reputation for honest deal-
ing, it could add between 2.1 and 2.9 per cent to annual per capita
GDP growth,” the WB report said. “This could lower the country's
poverty by 25 percentage poinjs.”

The United Nations Developiment Programme (UNDP) shares a
similar view. Launching its annual Poverty Report - 2000, its
resident representative in Bangladesh, Andre Klap, has report-
edly said on June 13, “If there has been no corruption, the pace of
poverty reduction would have been double.”

In other words, "'without corruption the per capita income
could have been double that what it is now’,

Rehman Sobhan, one of the country’'s leading economists and
chairman of Dhaka-based think-tank Centre for Policy Dia-
logue, recently shed light on another aspect of corrupt practices
by the politicians

"Many politicians now increasingly use mastaans as a politi-
cal resource in the contention for political office and state pa-
tronage to access public resources,” he said in a report called In-
dependent Review of Bangladesh Development.

The report also observed, "The resultant nexus between
politiclans, business, the mastaans and the law enforcement
agencies {s now becoming embedded into social structures of
Bangladesh.”

Even a particular fiscal measure proposed by the finance
minister in the national budget for 2000-2001 also hints at the
government’'s desperation about patronising financial corrup-
tion, instead of initiating ‘lawful actions against those plunder-
ing peoples wealth through corrupt practices’.

The minister has proposed a provision for the black-money
holders to whiten their untaxed money, ‘subject to payment of tax
at the rate of 10 per cent’.

“Such declarations will be accepted by the tax department
without any question.”

The scope for whitening the untaxed money does promise two-
fold dividends to the national economy. First, it minimises the
chance of capital flight and thus creates scope for investment in
the country and, second, it provides a significant amount of
additional revenue. Once in the picture, and invested properly,
the previously concealed money continues to produce the couple
of dividends for the national economy.

But why the government has come up with the proposal in the
last of its five years in power? The provision, speculation goes,
has been proposed to help legalise the huge amount of untaxed
money the ruling party people have made over the last four years
through illegal means; or, to use Rehman Sobhan's phrase, by
using state patronage. It I1s a common knowledge one needs to
‘please’ relatives and cronies of the ruling party top notches to
secure big business.

Removal of child labour

Removal of child labour, as pledged in AL's electoral mani-
festo, Is undoubtedly a noble promise, It s a child’'s fundamental
right to spend their adolescence In harmony, without being
exposed to the hardship of life.

But given the country's soclo-economic situation, the notion -
a condition imposed by the western garment sector Investors - s
detrimental to the interest of the children of thousands of poor
Bangladeshi families. If these poverty-stricken children are
ousted from factories, shops and other enterprises before creatin
a congenial condition for thelr survival, they would be left wllﬁ
no option but to die of starvation. These hapless children and, not
only child labour, would be removed.

nderstandably, the AL made the pledge to appease the west-
ern ‘donors’, an important factor in third world politics. But {t
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was only expected that the government would take some steps
meant for creating a socio-economic environment that allow tﬁe
children them back to where they actually belong - to school and
playgrounds. But the government has hardly adopted any
programme in this regard.

Freedom of press and freeing state-run

media from party influence

Clause 7 of the AL election manifesto was dedicated to freedom
of press and other related issues. Announcing that the party
‘believes in the free flow of information and freedom of the
press’, it said, “To free the radio, television and the state-run
news agency from party influence, these will be given the status of
autonomous institutions.

After coming to power, the government set up a Commission to
work out ways towards autonomy of the state-run electronic
media and formulate rules under which Bangladesh Television
and Bangladesh Betar would be run. The Commission report,
submitted in September 1997, is gathering dust in the shelves of
the Prime Minister's secretariat. The chairman of the commis-
sion has recently resigned from the post of the ruling party's
advisory council.

Hasina's predecessor in the government, Khaleda Zia, had
also made similar pledge before the 1991 general elections. But
after winning the polls, Khaleda's Information Minister Barris-
ter Nazmul Huda boastfully announced that the BTV and the Be-
tar must be run at the dictates of the Information Minister.
Clearly, he was oblivious of the difference between a state and its
government,

he state minister for information on Hasina's cabinet, Abu
Sayeed, has been running the institutions following his BNP
counterpart’s footsteps. The BTV and the Betar is still used as a
means of providing exaggerated versions of government per-
formances on the one hand and tarnishing the iinage of the po-
litical opponents on the other.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, who occupies the lion's share
of prime time every day, claimed only the other day that she de-
serves even more coverage than gets now. '

As regards ‘freedom of the media and free flow of informa-
tion’, there has been no progress yet.

The government hardly tolerates the medias barking, let
alone its bites. A crime reporter of a national daily was arrested
last month for writing a report on the alleged corruption of ‘two
ladies’ belonging to powerful ruling party quarters. Besides, the
Official Secrecy Act, the main impediment to the free flow of in-
formation. is still there.

Sheikh Hasina has recently allowed a private sector TV
channel But she did not forget to impose a set of conditions. in-

cluding the one compelling the channel to air BTV's primetime
news - primarily government propaganda - at 10:00 pm. Besides,
the government is reported to have supervised the entire
recruitment process of the company through a ‘politically reli-
able civil servant’.

Independence of the judiciary

Independence of the judiciary, or separation of the judiciary
from the executive wing of the state for that matter, is a long-
standing demand of the social forces struggling for democracy.
On the one hand, the power contending political parties never
forget to make pledges to meet the demand before general elec-
tions, only to conveniently forget it once in power.

The BNP made the pledge during 1991 general elections. Voted
to power, the party did not meet the pledge. Accusing the BNP of
betraying the cause of judicial independence, the AL assured the
nation in 1996, “The judiciary will be separated from the exec-
utive. Independence of the judiciary will be ensured as per the
basic principles of the constitution”. Another promise not yet
fulfilled.

A sound justice delivery system free from political influence is
an essential component of democracy, or rule of law for that
matter. So, a democratic system calls for total independence of
judiciary from the executive wing of the state. But, in Bangladesh,
the powers of magistracy is vested on the members of the
administrative cadre controlled directly by the government.
Besides, “posting, promotion and grant of leave” of members oh
the subordinate judiciary are also controlled by the executive
wing of the state.

he result {s obvious.

“Several decades of neglect has left crippled the legal and ju-
diclal system of Bangladesh. Although the Supreme Court con-
tinues to command widcr;l}read respect, the judiciary by and large
ranks among the most distrusted institutions in the country,
says a World Bank report issued early this year.

There has been debate in the court of law on whether amend-
ment of the Constitution is required to separate judiciary from
the administration.

The High Court in a judgement on May 7, 1997 said, no consti-
tutional amendment would be required for separation of the ju-
diclary from the administration. The HC also directed the gov-
ernment to take necessary steps for speedy separation of judi-
clary.

T}{m HC delivered the verdict following a writ petition filed by
441 judges from the lower courts on November 19, 1995. The
government challenged the judgement in the Supreme Court
which, according to a Daily Star report on December 2, 1999,
tended to disagree with the HC rule on separation of judiciary.

The governing party, however, has moved no bill seeking in-
dependence of the lower judiclary, conveniently forgetting that it
had criticised the former government for not implementing the
idea and that it had promised people to separate judiciary, if
voted to power.

On the contrary, it has been seen, on more than one occasion,
making attempts to influence the higher judiciary, the latest
being Home Minister Mohammad Nasim's deadline for comple-
tion of the trial of the Killers of late President Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman,

“The trial of Bangabandhu murder case has to be completed by
December 30 this year™. the minister announced , as reported by
Prothom Alo. at a public rally in the capital on April 18 this year.
The announcement was followed by a militant procession of the
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Change in the education system

Education has rightly been considered a thrust sector by dif-
ferent governments. But the main loopholes of the country’'s ed-
ucation system Is that it patronises at least three different s
of schooling with conflicting syllabuses, contributing to dividing
educated sections of the soclety on conflicting cultural lines.

In the clause 10 of the election manifesto, the AL promised: “A
change will be brought out in the education system In the light of
the Dr. Qudrat-e-Khuda Education Commission Report.”

Although It is debatable whether the nation would benefit
from recommendations more than two decades ago In a com-
pletely changed reality, the Commission, one must admit never-
theless, did recommend a uniform education system.

But, four years have gone by, the government Is yet to come up
with the promised education policy. As regards change in the
education system, there has been one, albelt In the negative di-
rection. Mass cheating in the examinations, a phenomenon in
the early seventies, has returned with the return of Awami League
lo power.

Surprisingly, when various soclal groups expressed concern
over alg;-mlng rise of cheating, the Education Minister finds it
negligible.

he party also promised to build up a technical and vocational
training school at every thana. The reality after four years In
power s not very encouraging.

Women’'s right and dignity

Clause 11 of the AL's election manifesto sald, “Necessary
policies and programmes will be taken to establish woinen's
ﬂglhls and dignity in every tier of the society, Effective measures
will be taken to prevent atrocities on women and remove socia)
discrimination.

The Hasina government definitely deserves appreciation for
introducing reserved seats for women on the Union Parishads
and direct election to the seats. The system, a good beginning for
political empowerment of women, contributed, and would con-
tinue to contribute, towards generating a sense of dignity ammf
WOlen.

As regards ‘effective measures to prevent atrocities on wom-
en’, the government has done a good job this year by inducting
certain stricter Fmﬂslons into the Prevention of Repression on
Women and Children Act, 1995. The move, one might say, could
have come earlier.

However, just enactment of stricter laws s not the answer to
the grave problem in question, while sincere application of laws
could only reduce the number of such crimes. To uproot such
evils, a government needs to make concerted efforts to uproot the
root-causes that include poverty, illiteracy, irrational value
system and so on. It's true that a governing party alone cannot
solve these problems and it's not a job to be completed over the
period of five years -~ the tenure of an elected government.

But the reality is that the government of Sheikh Hasina has
not taken any eflort since assuming power four years ago. Inac-
tion has therefore contributed to further deterioration of the
situation. The BHRB report, released In the second week of May,
sald, “Two women were killed and 46 injured in 46 acid throwing
incidents between January 1 and April 30 this year. “Besides, at
least 27 women were killed and 85 fell sick in 198 rape incidents,
while at least 94 women and 14 children were abducted and six of
them were killed after abduction during the period.”

Besides, the Amnesty International report 2000 says,
“custodial violence against women continued to be reported (in
1999) with at least three cases of women being raped by police.”

Meanwhile, the government has failed to respond to the cause
when it came to the issue of reserved seats of women in parlia-
ment.

Constitutional provision for 30 reserved seats for women is
scheduled to expire on July 14, 2001. The country’s democratic
social forces in general and the women organisations in partic-
ular have been demanding that the number of reserved seats be
increased and direct election to the seats be Introduced. But the
government has moved a bill in the Jatiya Sangsad on the 17th of
this month, only seeking retention of the two-decade-old
provision for another decade and ignoring both the demands of
the organisations struggling for increased political authority for
women. The gesture is Inconsistent with its electoral pledge of
upholding 'dlgmtfr' of women. 'y st gy ] (22

Ominously still, such inconsistency seems inherent to the
party.

After a young women had been exposed to sexual assault by a
group of midnight revellers, led by a couple of ruling ty ac- f
tivists, at the Dhaka University campus on the 31st night, a rul- °
ing party MP found the victim liable for the incident and de-
manded her trial.

The woman ‘was molested, trampled by the pack of hyenas
who pounced on her, some flashing their teeth in sadistic joy
while they held part of her dress’, The Dalily Star reported on
January 2, 2000. Police rescued her, that on the insistence of
people around, almost fainted.

But the governing party leglslatnr remarked on the floor of
parliament, "How could a Muslim woman go for an outing in the
dead of night during the month of Ramadan? Was it wrong that
the drunk young man jumped on the lady who was dancing on the
street ...? It was only natural that she was treated this way.”

He also lambasted newspapers “for writing too much on the
incident’. and suggested that ‘the women ...should also face trial’.

Gender bias. coupled with male chauvinism, perhaps could not
have been more explicit even in the mediaeval time. Besides. the
lawmaker's statement is ultra vires the Article 28 of the states’
constitution that Prmnises ‘equal rights with men in all splieres
of the state and of public life’ and no discrimination against any
citizen on grounds only of religion, race, caste, sex or place of
birth ...with regard to access to any place of public entertainment
or resort...”

But the ruling party MPs present in the House found the
derogatory statement neither contradictory to the party's elec-
toral pledges to uphold dignity of women and removal of social
discrimination nor Inconsistent with the dictates of the consti-
tution they are obliged to go by.

Healthcare facilities for the poor

Another AL electoral pledge assured extension of “low cost
modern health care facilities for the poor and destitute...”.

One cannot perha[)s be blamed, if s/he interprets the pledge as
an announcement that the party would take steps to remove
discrimination in distribution of health sector funds among
people living in the urban and rural areas. However, certain fig-
ures provided in the parliament by the Health Minister on June
12 must have been disappointing.

As The Daily Star reports, quoting the health minister, on
June 13, “government’s yearly expenditure for each bed at the top §
public hospitals is Tk 25,000 while its total annual spending for a

rass roots level union health centre is only Tk 75, . Funding
Fnr each bed at the district hospital is tk 22 000 and that of a
thana hospital is Tk 15,000.”

Repeal of discriminatory laws

Clause 16 of AL's election manifesto said, "Laws contrary to
just rights for all nationals irrespective of religion, class and
creed will be repealed.”

The promise, coupled with its interpretations made by AL
leaders in election rallies, gave clear impression to the members
of the religious minority communities, especially some one crore
Hindus, that the party, if voted to power, would scrap the
controversial Vested and Non-resident Property Act, 1974 under
which certain category of properties belonging to the minority
Hindu community was vested in the state.

The law was originally made by the military rulers of Pak-
istan when the country was engaged in a war with India in 1965.
The law, Enemy Property (Continuance of Emergency Provisions)
Act, declared the properties of the Hindus leaving to India after
1947 as the properties of the enemy, and were confiscated in
favour of the state.

After the independence of Bangladesh from Pakistan in 1971,
the government of Awami League retained the law, chanﬁmg its
nane into the Vested and Non-Resident Property Act, 1974.

Since 1996, the governinent has on a number of occasions as-
sured the Hindus of scrapping the law. But it is yet to mnove a bill
in the parliament in this regard. Disappointed by its behaviour, a
Elatfurm of the three religious minority communities, Hindu-

uddist-Christian Olkkya Parishad, observed hunger strike
across the country on June 5, demanding repeal of the law.

Contrary to its election pledge, the government has rather of-
fended the ‘just rights’ of the land-less, or in other words, poor
Bengalees living in the Chittagong Hill Tracts for years. A pro-
vision of the CHT treaty says that a ‘'non-tribal permanent resi-
dent’ will be considered eligible to be enlisted in the voters list,
s/he, along with fulfilling other conditions imposed by the
Constitution, ‘owns legally acquired lands and generally live in
the hill districts at specific addresses.’ Unlike the provisions of
the CHT treaty, constitutional pre-conditions do not hold that
one has to be the owner of lands to become a voter in a con-
stituency. So the provision is directly in violation of the citizen's
right to be a voter, regardless of the land factor, as guaranteed by
the constitution.

Last, but not the least, there was the promise that with “proper
use of modern science and technology, AL will make all-out
efforts to take the country at the foot steps of the 21st century.”
theOIl:‘Ed Eél of infnnnqtlou would perhaps expose the emptiness of

he country's Science and Technology '
receive the lowest budgetary allocation t:%:r!:: l’:lt:';:'n S
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