he World
'Another Israeli party

resigns from govt

JERUSALEM, June 22 : The
secular, leftist Israell party
Meretz [Julled out of the govern-
ing coalition yesterday to show
its rejection of a plan for re-
solving the crisis with another
coalition member, public radio
reported, says AFP.

Education Minister Yossi
Sarid, Trade and Industry Min-
Ister Ran Cohen and Agricul-
ture Minister Haim Oron
handed their letters of resigna-
tion to Prime Minister Ehud
Barak at his Tel Aviv area
home at 10:30 p.m. (1930 GMT).

Zehava Gal-On, leader of the
Meretz members of parliament,
sald: "We are ready to pay the
grice out of a sense of responsi-

llity toward the government
and the person who heads it,
and toward peace.

Sarid told reporters after
leaving Barak's home that he
had told him "the resignation
(was] for the good of the coali-
tion.” He has said previously he
was ready to leave the govern-

ment but continue to support its

peace process Inftiatives,

"We can't make new conces-
slons to Shas, but we don't want
to throw a monkey wrench
(spanner) into the works of the
peace process, and we take re-
sponsibility for the govern-
ment's fall," Shas bete noire
and Meretz leader Sarid said af-
ter his party's 10 members of
parliament made the decision
earlier Wednesday.

The withdrawal of both
Meretz and the ultra-orthodox
Jewish party Shas would bring
down the government., Without
them. Barak's coalition would
hold only 43 of the Knesset's

120 seats and have only 24 min-
isters,

On Tuesday, Shas, which has
17 MPs, resigned effective
Thursday afternoon. Its with-
drawal alone would have left
Barak with a minority govern-

ment after only 11 months in
power.

Gl

Members of the State Assembly of India-controlled Kashmir debate on a greater autonomy

hhhhh

proposal in Srinagar yesterday. The debate, which could set the troubled state on a colli-
sion course with the Central government started Tuesday backed by Kashmir's ruling Na-
tional Conference Party which wants full autonomy for the Muslim-majority state except
in matters related to finance, defence and communications.

— AFP photo
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Fiji

Families

SUVA, June 22 : Talks aimed
at ending Fiji's political crisis
ended here today night without
a deal to free the country's
wrime minister and other
Iiuntugr'n held in parllament | o
spokesman  for the military
sald, reports AFP

Military chiels, who have
been running the country since
declaring martial law on May
29, had been optimistic ol
wrapping up an agreement with
coup leader George 5]’;1'*}11” 01l
an interim civilian govern-
ment

But spokesman Colonel Fil-
fpo Tarakinikini said differ-
ences over the composition of
the new administration had
prevented a deal

‘We have come 1o agreement
on some (members ol interim
government) bul until we get the
tolal agreement, those prelimi-
nary agrecments, so to speak,

DHAKA, FRIDAY, JUNE 2%, 2000 The Duily Sar 7

are not certain,” he said,

[ iere were also differences
over how I““H, a term the in-
lerim govermment should serve,
e sale

Spelght took prime minister
Mahendra Chaudhry and most
ol his government captive atter
storming parliament on May
9. He claims to be acting in the
name of indigenous Fijflans and
has demanded the exclusion ol
ethnic Indians, who make up
more than 40 percent of the
population, from political
I)H“'f'r

Chaudhry was elected lasi
vear as the countrv's first eth-
nic Indian premier.

Meanwhile, [amilies of 31
hostages being held in FII's
Parllament have been advisedd
that a release was likely to take
place later today. i

A "national tranma rec overy
team”™ at a medla hrirllug

talks conclude with
deal to end hostages' ordeal

no

await release of hostages

Thursday said the release was
il_mninrut.

Coup plotter George .‘)'l'}t'i t
seized the hostages including
Prime Minister Mahendra
Chaudliry, his cabinet and gov-
ernment, on May 19

Their release was expected 10

follow the signing Thorsday of

an agreernent between Spelght
and the martial law rulers on a
new dnterlm civilian govern-
ment

Speight left parliament in
the morning for further talks
with the military which were

expected to lead to the signing of

the accord
His only comment was:

"Hopeful. that is a good way to

feel.”

He declined any other reac-
t1orn

Sources close to the faunilies

told AFP the release was likely

to take place Thursday after-
Nnoor

‘N Korea still a threat’

US expects resumption of
missile talks with North

INCHON, South Korea, June
22 : A senjor US military com-
mander today highlighted the
continued North Korean mili-
tary threat as commemorations
started for the 50th anniversary
of the outbreak of the Korean
War, reports AFP.

South Korea has sought since
last week's historic summit
between the leaders of the North
and South, to turn events for
Sunday's anniversary into calls
for peace and reconciliation.

But Rear Admiral William D.
Sullivan, commander of US
Naval Forces in Korea, told US
veterans and their families: "We
face a dangerous unpredictable
enemy across the border.”

He added: "Our job today is to
deter a war on the Korean
peninsula.”

Sullivan spoke at the unveil-
ing of a plaque honouring US
navy personnel who served in
the three-yvear Korean War
which broke out on June 25

1950, when the communist
North invaded South Kaorea.

Fifty three US navy veterans
and their families took part in
the ceremony in Freedom Park
in Inchon. The port west of
Seoul was where US-led forces
conducted a decisive landing on
September 28 1950 that forced
the Soviet-backed North Korean
army to retreat.

Retired rear admiral William
Thompson, who now works for
the US Navy Memorial Foun-
dation. told the ceremony: “The
amphibious landing operation
was the most masterly and au-
dacious strategic stroke in all
history.”

Meanwhile, the United
States expects to resume iissile
talks with North Korea shortly.
m“ﬂwmg receipt of a pre-ar-
ranged diplomatic si nal from
Pyongyang related to the easing
of US sanctions against the
Stalinist nation, a State De-
partment official said today.

Prospect of free & fair polls
in Zimbabwe a joke: Expert

US watching situation warily

HARARE, June 22 : State-in-
spired violence in Zimbabwe
has demolished any prospect
that parliamentary elections at
the weekend will be "free and
fair,” a growing number of ex-
perts have said, reports AFP

That concept is "a joke,” hu-
man rights monitor David
Chimini told a press conference
in Harare last week

The opposition is accusing
the government ol rigging thou-
sands ol applicationus for postal
votes aud the state tlns week re-

duced the number ol monttors
from the quasi-independent

Electoral Supervisory Coniunis-
sion from 16,000 to 4,000 -- just
one at each polling station.

It also withheld accredita-
tion from more than 200 of the
approximately 500 interna-
tional observers here.

Ruling party stalwarts are

meanwhile beating up and -
timidating opposition support-
ers around the country, destroy-
ing their identity cards to pre-
vent them from voting.

Party militants are also
warning rural people they will
be able to read their votes in the
computers, from hidden cam-
eras in the polling stations,
from satellites. and even from
the ultraviolet light used to
highlight ink put on a linger to
prevent double-voting.

But even if the elections were
to be Iree and fair, the constitu-
tion gives President Robert Mu-
gabe an advantage that would be
totally unacceptable in most
countries around the world

Candidates are standing in
120 constituencies in a first-
past-the-post systemn there
are no second rounds. But once
they are elected Mugabe has the

constitutional authority to ap-
point a further 30 members of
parliament

Nine human rights organisa-
tions in Zimbabwe accused the
state and the ruling party last
week of mounting a terror cam-
paign to smash the opposition

Earlier, the Unlted States is
watching warily as Zimbabwe
heads to the polls for legislative
elections this weekend, in a
campaign that Washington de-
rides as violent and rife with fr-
regularities

Zimbabwean President
Robert Mupgabe's refusal to allow
most international
diplomats and
governmental org
monitor the balloting has only
dimmed the Clinton adminis-
tration s view ol the chiances tor
a lair vole
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Autonomy plan for 8 provinces

Sri Lankan govt likely to
seek Tamil's response

COLOMBO, June 22: In a
softening of its Stand, the gov-
ernment is expected to seek the
Tamil rebels’ response to a pro-
posed new constitution that
would offer wide autonomy to
all the eight provinces in a bid
to end the 17-year-old ethnic
conflict., a newspaper report
said Thursday, reports AP.

The draft proposals, now be-
ing discussed by the govern-
ment and the opposition, will
be handed to the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE).
The Daily Mirror newspaper
quoted DM Jayaratne, the gen-
eral secretary of the governing
People’s Alliance, as saying.

Jayaratne was not available
for comment. But the govern-
ment is expected reach the LTTE
through Norway, which has
been trying to broker peace be-
tween the government and the
guerillas.

On Friday, a statement by
the president's office said the

cept anythin

LTTE will have to give up arms,
before it can be considered to be

parf of .a, proposed council that .
would govern the northeast re-

gion after the new constitution

is adopted by parliament.

Until now the government
strategy has been to win over
the moderates among the 3.2
million Tamils and

margtnalise the LTTE.

The government is expected

to present a legislation on the
proposed new constitution to
parliament this month-end.

The LTTE says it won't ac-
less than a sepa-
rate nation for the Tamil mi-
nority. It accuses the Sinhalese
of widespread discrimination
against the Tamils in education
and jobs.

The government and the op-
position are yet to agree on how
much administrative powers
should be given to the proposed
northeastern council.

‘Israeli trooép buildup poses
new danger to ME peace’

RAMALLAH. West Bank:'
June 22 o Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat warned the in-
ternational community today
that Israeli troop reinlorce-
ments in the occupied West
Bank and Gaza Strip coustitute
a new danger to the Middle East
peace process, reports AFP.

"We have informed the UN,
the EU, America. Russia, China
and Japan about this issue,
Arafat told reporters in the
West Bank town of Ramallah
after a meeting with UN Secre-
tary General Kofi Annan

Aralat was responding to in-
formation published Thursday
in the Palestinian media that
said Israel has reinforced its
military positions near Jewish
settlements in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip

‘It is a danger not only to the
Palestinian track. but to peace
in the Middle East as a whole,”
Arafat added.

Arafat's Palestinian Author-
ity has cowmplained, that. Israel
was preparing for a military
confrontation with it by forti-
lving with sand bags, tanks,
tear gas and rubber-coated steel
bullets the troops that guard
Jewish settlements in the
Palestinian territories.

Israeli security services have
warned Prime Minister Ehud
Barak that heavy clashes could
erupt if peace talks fail ahead of
a mid-September deac'line for a
linal deal

Meanwhile, US Middle East
envoy Dennis Ross was expected
in Jerusalem Thursday to pre-
pare next week's visit to Israel
and the Palestinian territories
by Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright, a US diplomatic
source said

Albright, who arrives Tues-
day. will be evaluating whether
the Israelis and Palestinians
have closed the wide gaps be-

tween. them sufficiently to or-
ganise a threg-way sunipit in
the United States next month
Ross was due to meet Israeli
Prime Minister Ehud Barak
late Thursday, Barak's. office
said. It was not immediately

known when he would see
Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat

Israelli public radio said he
would also see Thursday the re-
spective negofiators on so-
called interim issues in the
peace process, Oded Eran and
Saeb Erakat.

[he most pressing of these
issues is a third Israeli with-
drawal from the occupied West
Bank, provided for in the Oslo
accords of 1993, which is meant
to take place by Friday.

The Palestinians said
Wednesday that at the request
of Washington they had agreed
to a postponement of this with-
drawal for two weeks

Clinton honours Asian
WW-II heroes

WASHINGTON, June 22 :
President Bill Clinton awarded
22 Asian-American World War
Two heroes the country's high-
est medal for valour Wednes-
day, hoping to soothe painful
memories of wartime discrimi-
nation suffered by thousands of
US citizens of Japanese descent,
reports AFP.

In a ceremony on the White
House lawn, Clinton presented
seven frail old soldiers with the
Congressional Medal of Honour
for fierce heroism displayed
half a century ago on World War
Two battlefields.

Fifteen medals were also
awarded posthumously and
presented to surviving relatives
of soldiers, following an army
review, which found grounds, to
upgrade previous decorations
awarded to the men.

‘Rarely has a nation been so
well served by a people so ill-
treated,”

the discrimination faced by

120,000 Japanese-Americans

Sy ujh

FIOI'ida man exe(fllt@ The state of Florida

executed a convicted niurderer late Wednesday, 24 hours after a
anted him a stay just 10 minutes before he
was to die by lethal Injection, a prison spokesman announced,

Federal Court had

AFP reports from Miami.

incident.” Drake said.

already spe

said Clinton, recalling

interred in camps amid para-
noia sparked by Japan's 1941
bombing of Pearl Harbour.

"They didn't give up on the
country, when too many of
their countrymen had given up
on them." he told veterans,
their relatives and members of
Congress and the cabinet.

linton recalled the story of

one Japanese-American soldier
found dead on a battlefield with
a letter in his pocket from his
father, telling him his barn
back in the US had been burned
down by a hysterical patriotic
mob,

"Americans of Asian descent
did more than show us they
were American, they made us
more American,” Clinton sald,
adding it was time to "break the
silence” over their heroism.

The heroes, all but two of
whoin were of Japanese descent,
mostly fought in the 100th In-
fantry Regiment and its succes-
sor 442 Regimental Combat
leam

Thomas Provenzano was given the lethal drugs at 6:52 p.m.
(4.52 BST) at the state prison in Starke, Florida and was
declared dead eight minutes later, the spokesman CJ Drake
sald “The execution started late because of a legal Issue the
Florida Sugrmne Court had to resolve and then went without

].2 KOS()VO Albanians jaﬂEdi A group of

12 Kosovo Albanians, accused of terrorism, were sentenced
Wednesday each to 23-months in prison by a Serbian court in
the eastern Serblan town of Pozarevac,
agency Beta reported, AFP says from Belgrade.

However. the 12 were immediately released since they had
nt the same period of time in detentfon, the agency
said. The Albanlans were previously sentenced to 14 years in
prison each, but the Serbian Supreme court revoked the verdict,

the Independent news

US President Bill Clinton (R) and three Asian-American men bow their heads in prayer

at the beginning of a ceremony Wednesday at the White House in Washington, DC, prior
to awarding them the Congressional Medal of Honour for their service in World War 1]
Clinton awarded 22 Asian-American World War Il heroes the country's highest medal for
valour, hoping to scothe painful memories of wartime discrimination suffered by thou-
sands of US citizens of Japanese descent.
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Spain struggles
to stem influx of
illegal immigrants

MADRID, June 22 : Spain,
struggling with the growing
yroblem of illegal immigration,
|Iu.-. called for tougher European
Union measures to contront in-
creasing numbers arriving
across the Straits ol Gibraltar -
or drowning on the way, reports
AFP

As investigators began sevk.
Ing trallickers behind the
deaths of H8 would-be Chinese
immigrants in Britatn, Spain
this week was continuing the
fight against what it is coming
o see as its number one prob-
lemy -~ illegal immigrants from
North Africa.

Thirty-six tmmigrants from
Morocco and Algeria were dis-
covered Tuesday in a van near
Mijas in southern Andalusia.

Demining underway
in northern Ethiopia

Near ZALA
Ethiopia, June 22 : Fluttering
red ribbons warned of the
deadly danger lurking beneath
the soll of what was once a no-
man's land just south of the
border between Ethiopla and
Eritrea, reports AFP

Each of the ribbons, attached
(o roadside rocks, the stems of
plants. or metal rods protrud-
ing trom the ground. indicated
the presence of a landmine

The ruins of Zala Anbesa,
having been occupiced by Er-
itrean lorces between May 1998
and May 2000, are now back in
the control of the Ethiopian
army, whose soldiers have be-
gun to remove the explosive de-
vices that prolilerate in an area

ANBESA,

a lew Kilometres south of the
town., between lormer f(ront-
lines.

According to the local gos

croment, some 77 civilians i
the area have been killed by
landmines, artillery. or gun-
lire

Mines have been planted in
some 3 500 hectares 18,600
acres) of arable land, allecting
the work ol almmost 50,000
tarmers, according to the same
SOLroe,

At several |mill|-. on the road
leading to Zala Anbesa, hun-
dreds, perhaps thousands, ol
unearthed mines lay carefully
arranged on the verge, sorted hy
their intended target: tanks,
cars and men,

| COUP-Crisis
other hostages held in Parlia-

-

ks out from talks with rebel
vesterday. Talks ended

— AFP photo
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royal guests dance

LONDON, June 22: Unlike
many members of his family,
Prince ' Williany will "be rising
early today, reports AP

The elder son of Prince
Charles and the late Princess
Diana, who turned 18 n

Wednesday ‘
after an early night, t
final exam in Art Histon

The house of Windsor's
golden boy was not in atten-
dance Wednesday as 700 guests
danced and sipped champagne
into the wee hours during a
night of birthday celebrations
at Windsor Castle

One of the first songs struck
up by the band at the lack-tie
event, it was reported, was the
favourite of the Queen Mother
Elizabeth, whose 100th birth-
day lalls on Aug 4 — "A Nightin-
gale Sang in Berkeley Square.”

The royal mega-party was
held to celebrate five milestone
birthday's in the year 2000 —
those of the queen mother and
Prince William, along with

will be geting up

|
{ I

Princess Margaret’'s 70th,
Princess Anne's 50th and
Pritice Andrew's 40th .

[he party in the ~Tale
Apartmeints at Windsor Castle
viiich rises abo L1 A

'l - 1

Greece, who now lives in north
l.ondon

The dinner guests weri
joined later by about 700 others

for drinks and dancing, with
Lthiree bands

Among the guests was Sarah
Duchess of York — the first time
since the 1997 funeral |

princess Diana that the ex-wife

of Prince Andrew has been in-

cluded on the royal guest list
William, who finishes his

studies at Eton College — just
across the river from Windsor —
later this summer, is writing
the exams that determine uni-
versity entrance

Russia to help Kyrgyzstan

reinforce its borders

BISHKEK, June 22 : Russia
agreed today to help boost Kyr-
gvzstan's border security to
ward off an expected invasion
by Islamic extremists into the
Central Asian country, reports
AFP.

"There is an acute need to act
to strengthen Kvrgvzstan's bor-
ders and to provide them with
effective, contemporary modern
Security equipment said
Kyvrgvz Defense Minister Esen
Topoyey

His statement came during a
visit by Russian Atomic Energ
Minister Yevgeny Adamov (o
the tiny ex-Soviet republic, dur-
ing which the two countries
signed a deal to equip Kyvrgyvzs
tan’s porous borders with mod
ern technology

“The visit of our Russian col-
leagues is connected with the
extreme conditions in the south
of Kyrgyvzstan and the possible
incursion ol international
rebel groups on our territory,”

said lTopoyvey

Adamov's delegation was
also to visit the country's bor-
ders and investigate the possi-
bility of creating a joint mili-
tary industrial plant

'he main task is not to
leave the Kyrgyz borders naked
We will ensure that Kvrgyvzs

tan's border don't remain with-
ount technical means ol secu-
rity,” said Adamov, adding that
the question of finance would
bhe decided laters

Russia. under new President
Viadimir Putin, has been Keen
to bolster its position in Cen
tral Asia and has otlered i1s as-
sistance to combat the resur-
gent threat from Islamic radi-
cals

O a visit by Putin to Uzbek-
istan last month, Uzbek Presi-
dent Islam Karimov asked

his Central
lrom the danger ol
extremisni

to delend
Aslan state
|slami

Vinscow

7 killed 1n latest
Ambon violence

IAKARTA, June 22 : An In-
lonesian warship today was
preparing to evacuate some 600
cnristians ifrom a ‘»'llldfll'? on
Halmahera island, as at least
sévenrmore people were killed
in new eruptions of violence in
the Maluku reporlts

et |

Islands

L1

In North Maluku, a priest at
L1t al synod said the Chris-
tians were being evacuated by a

ship from Duma village

11 Halinahera to Tobelo district

on the same island. 35 km
.Ij,.;'.i'f

More than 100 people were
Killed in Duma on Monday

when thousands of armmed Mus-
lim fighters attacked the vil-
lage

Iranian. Chinese
presidents
hold talks

BEIJING, June 22 : Iranian
Cresident Mohammmad Khatami
met his Chinese counterpart
Jiang Zemin today on the first
lay of a five-day visit that will
take himn to China's western-
most Muslim region of Xin-
jlang, reports AFP.

liang welcomed Khatami on
the plaza outside of the Great
Hall of the People in central
Hr:rlll;,; as the two leaders re-
viewed honour guards under hot
sultn

S Korean doctors
g0 underground
to avoild arrest

SEOLUL 292 - Leaders of a

skies

June 22
general strike by South Korean
doctors went underground today
alter prosecutors issued
summons against them, reports
said. savs AFP

Prosecutors have also sought
an arrest warrant for one leader
of the Korean Medical Associa-
tion (KMA). which organised
the three day old strike that has
brought hospitals and clinics to
a standstill

About 90 percent of the esti-
mated 19,000 clinics across the
nation remained closed for the
third day on Thursday. State-
run hospitals. which are only
[ll'n".'l-hn:_- cniergency care, have
been swanped by patients

China tells Albright

US should skip arms
sales to Taiwan

BEWMING. June 22 : Chinese
Foreign Minister Tang Jiaxuan
today told his United States
counterpart Madeleine Albright
that the US should stop selling
arms to Tatwan and not include
the island in (ts plans lor an

defence systen,
ministry said, re-

arti-misslie
the loreign
IHI[""\ AFP

Fang pointed out that Tal-
Wt is Iill' oSt important and
sensitive issue at the core of the
Sino-US  relationship.” Zhu
Bangzao, the ministry's
spokesman said at a regulan

briefing.

be
could potentially lmit China's
ability to
through missile diplomacy,

HFle said the US shonld *-II-II!

exchanves and contacts bhetween

|||l‘ ALY \-Il.fl"\ xlul'r ATHNS \.ili'."«- 1O
Faiwan and shouldnt include
Taiwan in its planned theatre
missile defence system.

The US and Japan are con-
sidering a regional anti-missile
delence system, chiefly aimed
at protection against possible
North Korean strikes,

However, il Talwan were to
included in the system, it

intimicate Tatwan

fang also told .-lllutlgfti that

China hopes the US Senate will
pass a bill giving China perma-
nent aceess to the US market --
or permanent normal trade re-
lations without additional
condittons attached

FThe US Senate conld vote for
thie Bill in July. ahead of its re-
cess in August. The House of
Represd ntatives passed the bill
in May, after intense lobbying
by the Clinton aduanunistration,

China says the passage of the
bill is part of a deal it struck
with the US in November last
yvear, paving the way for Chi.
nese membership of the World
Trade ["lrg'.ml.uuiﬂn




