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Spiralling
price of
Gulshan

land

By Morshed Ali Khan

The recent sale of a single
commercial plot earned Ra{uk
more than what it did by allo-
cating plots of the entire Gul-
shan Model Town in the early
'60s. a top Rajuk official said.

Breaking all previous
records of lnnd rice, Rajuk re-
cently auctioneé a commercial
plot at Gulshan-Il at Tk 42 lakh
per katha (720 square feet). The
plot, which was bought by an
insurance company, measured
one bigha (14400 square feet).
This is probably the highest

See page 11 col 7
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A Kim on the Tnumph
of Lhe Human Spirit

'

This week's Cover Story of
The Star ‘.‘.ui\tnd Magazine
is on "Bihongo™ — a Mlilm
about the lives of the
physically disabled and their
remarkable spirit of survival.

— Inside Today
Article

(A Report Card
on Mr Kibria

by Hossain Zillur

Monetary expansion may
seriously jeopardise

macroeconomic stability

IMF warns while reviewing proposed budget

The IMF has sald the recent
acceleration in monetary ex-
pansion, generated principally
b bank financing of the ex-
pamimg fiscal deficit, If not
contained, could 5criouslv
jeopardise’ macroeconomic
stability in Bangladesh.
Resident Representative of
the IMF (International Mone-
tary Fund) in Dhaka Ronald P
Hicks. in his reaction on the
proposed budget for 2000-01,
also stressed the need to - cut
down the monetary expansion
both to protect price stability
and foreign exchange reserves.

By Staff Correspondent

Mentioning that inflation
remained ‘'subdued’ because of
bumper crop, slack industrial
activity and artificially admin-
istered low prices, he said in a
statement vesterd.:w “The risk
remains that, as the effects of
these factors wear off, a contin-
ued high rate of monetary ex-
pansion would give rise to in-
creasing strains on foreign re-
serves, rising pressure on taka
and accelerating inflation.”

As the proposed budget also
heavily relied on bank financ-
ing (Tk 35 billion) to meet the
fiscal deficit, the statement

sald, “Since many of the same
factors that led to an overshoot-
ing of the deficit in 1999-00
may still be at play, there may
again be an overshooting ol the
target for bank financing, fur-
ther fuelling the already high
rate of monetary expansion.

IMF suggested formulating a
financial programme to clearly
assess the constraints on pri-
vate sector's access to bank
credit to be created by the gov-
ernment’'s substantial recourse
to bank credit projected for the
next fiscal.

See page 12 col 2

From Aroop Talukder

BARISAL, June 21: The
catch of hilsa has fallen
drastically this year.

Thousands of fishermen,
about 200 wholesale fish
traders and 20 fish exporters of
Barisal region are sitting al-
most idle as daily catch of the
silvery fish has fallen to only
30*35 maunds.

They cited indiscriminate
fishing of jatka ( hilsa fry) over
the last few years as the main
reason for this fall. They also
blamed a section of corrupt of-
ficials and law enforcing
agency men for backing un-
scrupulous fishermen engaged
in fishing jatka for monetary
gains.

Yousuf Ali Shikder. General
Secretary of Barisal Fish
Wholesalers Association, told

See page Ll.gul 7 -
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to oppose

By Staff Correspondent

In a departure from their
usual practice of opposing each

other on almost everything, the

ruling and the opposition par-
ties have unanimously recoin-
mended passage of a bill seek-
ing changes in the law relating
to a welfare trust for the teach-
primary
schools.

All members in the parlia-
mentary standing committee
on education ministry agreed

vesterday on two changes in the

Government Primary School
Teachers’ Wellare Trust Ordi-
nance of 1985,

Education Minister ASHK
Sadique introduced the bill (n
the House on June 6. The House
later sent It to the parliamen-
tary committee for scrutiny.

Chairman of the committee
Nurul Islam Nahid brought the

bill back to the House yesterday

without suggesting any change,
however.

Committee members at a
meeting on June 18 endorsed
the bill's contents and unani-
mously recommended that the

o>ee page 11 col 6

JP won't back
bill for women's
reserved seats

Jatiya Party does not believe
in reservation of parliament

seats for women and so the
question of returning to the
House to support the bill on it

does not arise, reports UNB.

The parti., stand was stated
by JP secretary general Naziur
Rahman Manjur at a press con-
ference vesterday afternoon.

"Women are no more lagging
behind, they are now in civil
service, in police force and even
becomes Prime Minister.
Rather time has come to enact a
law against repression on men,"
e said at the press conference
at Kalabagan office.

The JP leader said they re-
turned to parliament on Tues-
day only
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A river retaliates:

R
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Direct road link between Jamalpur and Sherpur has been suspended

since June 2 thanks to unabated erosion by the old Brahmaputra. The reason has been
put down to change of course of the river caused by closure of one of its channels last

year, leaving the ferry ghat most vulnerable.

—>Star photo by Mochammad Al

PM's speech has damaged
atmosphere further: BNP

Main opposition BNFP still
wants to return to parhiament
to perform their responsibility
provided the goverminent recti-
fied the vitiated atmosphere,
reports UNB.

"We still say (to the govern-
ment) make parliament effec
tive and bring congenial atimo-
sphere in the House. We want to
play our role in Sangsad.,” BNP
secretary general Abdul Man-
nan Bhuiyan MP told newsmen
yvesterday.

He was speaking at a f.rn SS
conference at 29 Minto Road a
day after the apposition ‘-_w[up'r‘!l
a walkout from the House alter
joining parliament on Tuesday
after a long boycott,

The, BNP: leader saidthey

want to work for people in and
outside parliament. But, he al-
leged, the povernment makes it
sure that the opposition stays
Oult.

People looked enthusiasti-
cally to parliament — we also
nhoped that they (ruling party)
would welcome us jut she
[indicating Prime Minister) fur-
ther damaged the atmosphere
with her speech,” he said

The prime minister uttered
irrelevant, untrue and inde-
cent” words in her 45-minute
speech in the House. It proves
that they don't want the opposi-
tion in parliament, he added.

On the prime minister's alle-
gation that opposition doesn't
want constitntion  amendment

to extend term of women's re-
served seals, Bhuiyan said the
bill placed in the House was an
old one

The ruling party ignored the
demand of woman's rights or-
ganisations that the women be

directly elected from all the dis-
(ricts for the 64 seats,

| he government also did not
talk either with the opposition
leader or the deputy opposition
leader about it or place the bill
in the parliamentary standing
committee, Bhuivan alleged

E-ﬁr"!;t:m;ill:_: 10 4 g\ estion 3T
said they have svimpathy for the
demmand of women's rights ol
ganisations and would consider
l.i A En'-.-l_-* i1 they retum ' Ppal
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June Sun Rises Sun Sets
22 : H-49 pm
73 2-12 am

Prayer Tlmmgs

June 22
=3 Azan Jamaat
Fajr 4-15 4-45
Zohr 1-00 1-30
Asr 5-00 5-15
__Maghrib 6-50 8- <
Esha 8-15 8-45
Source: I[slamic Foundation

Under trial prisoners mcreasmg

Faster investigation, trial needed

The number of under trial
prisoners detained in jails in
the country has increased in the
last five years while that of

convicts has decreased during

the same period, according to
official sources.

Under trial prisoners num-
bered 26,000 in 1995 and their
number rose to 37,500 in 1999
but the number of convicts fell
to 13.422 from 15,730 over this
period.

There were 41,730 prisoners
— under trial and convicts — in
the jails in 1995 while the

| number rose to 50,922 in 1999.

By Mizan Al

Capacity of the 64 jails includ-
ing nine central jails across the
country increased to 23,942
from 21,257 during the period,
the sources mentioned.

Asked why the number of
under trial prisoners increased
and that of the convicts de-
creased during the same period,
one source seeking anonymity
said, “The process of trial is not
fast and that of investigation is
also not quick ensugh. Unless
the number of trial courts and
investigating officers is in-
creased, the situation cannot
change.”

During the Sixties, convicts
numbered more than under
trial prisoners but the situation
turned reverse in the '70s. The
ratio of convicts and under trial
prisoners became 25:75 in the
'"70s, said officials of the Pris-
ons Directorate.

The situation improved in
the '80s and the ratio became
40:60. This happened due to
'speedy trial' in summery courts
under martial law. they said.

In the '90s, the ratio again
started changing in the opposite
direction.

See page 11 col 6

ALLOTMENT OF

PLOTS ARE GOING ON
AT A VERY AFFORDABLE
PRICE AND IN EASY
INSTALLMENTS

! 1i|t'.'

attached to Baridhara
Diplomatic Zone.
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BASHUNDHARA
HAS PROVIDED
MORE THAN

7,000

0 FAMILIES WITH
© PERMANENT HOME J
) ADDRESS DURING £%
o0 LAST10YEAR$ o3

Never get confused b
cheap and misleading
advertisements. Visit our?
project, see for yourself
and take the rlgh
decision about the
place where you will buy
your choiceable land
considering the increasing
value and importance of
u)CATION
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For more information please contact...

= EAST WEST PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT (PVT) LTD.

(An Enterprise of Bashundhara Group)

Sena Kalyan Bhaban (4th Floor), 195 Motijheel C/A, Dhaka. Phone : 9552329,9553999, 9569795, 9569793-4
Site Office : 8814061, 601740, Fax : 9569172 E-mail : ewpd@bol-online.com website:www.bashundhara group.net
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