M

i o K

» TS B
. : -

-
E———

i e i '.‘- F & e SR -
i = & < - S
. v L 3
» ) h # { B

EEr.
L

" DHAKA, TUESDAY, JUNE 20, 2000

A Long, Hot Summer

Good governance at the national level cannot be run on reputation alone but on performance. That

HE Allied Landings iIn
France on June 6, 1944
remain the greatest mar-

ability and the reforming of in-
stitutions Is proceeding with
fits and starts, the Initiatives

is the bottomline, to perform ably for this nation without becoming a prey to different temptations;

from the Federal and Provin-
cial Governments alongside the
not-so-affluent Districts that

unfortunately barely six months into the mandate one has reason to be apprehen_siue.

abad. the mystery has never
been solved. From getting bank
loans under different names 10

FOCUS

All Hell Breaks Loose for McKinnon

Derek Ingram writes from London

Election observers
gather m Zimbabwe
as the violence con-
tinues. More United

itime Invasion In history, are still in the theoretical need to? Unless local authori- smuggling contraband aml‘n:lr _
Widtl}" known as "the longest realm rather than of any prac- ties get into the tax collection clear missile material to evad- Natlons troops move
day". Karachl had recorded 47 tical significance. act, this will remain an Imper- jng excise, customs duties and into Si erra Leone as

degree Celslus 47 years ago, it
reached the second highest

rtant of the
Is the concept

The most Im
reforis propose

fect exercise. Personal income
tax and propertl\; tax should

direct taxes, they are hnto every
criminal act concelvable. Hav-

the British pull back.

temperature on June 7, 2 at  of district government. Some of  both be decentralized, corporate g a virtual stud farm of highly :

45. d:%;ee Celsius. The last the Ideas incorporated are bril- taxes should remain under Fed- ald lawvers and Influential In Sri Lanka: the N T &
days of May and the first few Uant but in a country divided eral preserve. obbyists on their pay roll, they Tamil Ticers once

days of June 2000 being any in- on ethnic, religious and sectar- Progress has been made on  have full flank protection on 8 LEONE |

dication. we are (n for a long,
hot summer and not of the sea-
sonal kind. Mulling protest in
the face of documentation, the
traders’ wildcat alliance with
religious activists on the anti-
blasphemy issue drew first
blood. Since the tax surveys
started on May 27, virtually the
entire community of shopkeep-
ers were on a shutter-down
strike. One trader died at the
hands of taxmen in Falsalabad,
another shot himself dead in
the offices of the Islamabad
Electric Supply Company Lim-
fted (IESCO). False rnumours be-
ing circulated about his “mur-
der” by WAPDA men, the result
was anarchy in parts of the
capital as police used tear gas
and batons to clear the
protesters. Transporters joined
the countrywide strike action
as economic life threatened to
come to a virtual standstill.
There are two parts to the Oct
12 counter-coup. viz. (1) the
Army’'s reaction to the sacking
of the COAS by the PM while he
was away from the country and
(2) the decision by the COAS to
take over the governance of the
country. The second part had
been discussed within the mili-
tary hierarchy since the storin-
ing of the Supreme Court in
1997. The initiative had a sin-
le nexus, that politicians had
estroyed the institutions of the
State, and thereby put its in-
tegrity and sovereignty at risk
through corruption, nepotism,
inefficiency, overspending.
bad-decision making etc. The
military’'s aim on taking over
was clear, to viz. (1) govern the
State, (2) restore the economy,
(3) effect accountability and (4)
reform the institutions of the
State to restore viability. Ac-
countability and reforms take
time, it is in day to day gover-
nance that the military's nor-

fan basis, are they practical?
Feudal lords dominate the rural
areas and the nouveau rich rule
the urban, a common melting
pot Is necessary where pragma-
tism must rule over theory.
There is too much distance be-
tween the Province and the
District, without an Intermedi-
ate governance mode of com-
mand and control will disinte-
grate. Some tribal leaders and
principal waderas may even
make "unilateral declaration of
independence” (UDI). Financial

wers are still directly in the

ands of the bureaucrats, the
allotment of 50 per cent of
power to women will work very
well in the urban areas, a non-
starter for the rural areas where
the process should be on a

‘accountability but the re

rted

statement of the NAB Chief Lt
Gen (Retd) Syed Muhammad
Amjad that "deals” will be made
with those who have plundered
the nation's wealth Is very
alarming, opening the door to
rammpant corruption, Will Am-
jad
people from getting Involved in
the "deals"? A criminal act de-
serves punishment, who will

uantify the volume of crime?

hat about those clvillan
lawyers that NAB has engaged
for various references, some
may well misuse that authority
for some other client in the pur-
suit of their private practice?
One unscrupulous person from
Lahore from a very famous law
firm claims to be connected to

- ASISEEIT

Ikram Sehgal writes from Karachi

phased basis. The Feudal will
misuse his powers through the
puppets that he will install on
women seats. The police re-
forms proposed by Lt Gen
Moinuddin Haider did not en-
visage police being put under
the aegis of the Chief Mayor In
the districts, rumours are that
the NRB may well remove the
police from under his opera-
tional control to forestall mis-
use by the influential tribai
Chief/Wadera who will other-
wise give anybody who does not
toe the line a short shift. the
population will be in worse
trouble than it is now.

While the much-touted eco-
nomic reforms are still
rhetoric, the decentralization
of financial powers to the

NAB is doing just that, having
failed in his efforts before the
Arbitrator and the superior ju-
diciary. Such rascals should be
barred from private law prac-
tice. Those who have made bil-
lions illegally can easily afford
to "ransom"” themselves, made
up (and much more) in no time
when they are free. A very re-
spected investigative journalist
did a full expose of two
presently held in NAB custody.
In a short time the journalist
was forced to keep his peace.
Other than legal steps taken to
shut the man (and the newspa-
per) up, the Group's various
companies quietly warned var-
jous newspapers and magazines
that they would suspend all ad-
vertisements if any "adverse”

e able to control his own .

their black money which s now
legitimate, so what {s the NAB
chief talking about? Account-
abllity has to be even-handed
and should be as applicable to
NAB and army personnel as
anyone else. If some army per-
sonnel are mixed up with them.
it should be brought out. "At the
height of the Islamic State, a
permanent departinent was al-
ways maintained to oversee the
activities of officlals and to
correct and punish all their
wrong acts. The department was
also responsible for maintain-
ing moral standards In society
and for disposal of cases and
complaints. These duties were
erformed by the Prophet
Peace Be Upon Him) himself
during his lifetime", an extract
from The Last Prophet and
Teachings.

The matter of governance
should be totally separated
from the accountability and
reforms. The quality of leader-
ship at the helm of affairs of the
nation is often found wanting,
particularly in matters of char-
acter and integrity. In reading a
book called "Wisdom of the
CEQ", contributed to by 29 of the
world's leading Corporate exec-
utives, one comes across much
advice that is of striking simi-
larity to the role of any CEO

For any Head of State or
Government (e.g. the CE of Pak-
{stan) it is desirable to know
where the nation and the na-
tion's enemies are heading
Next the CEO should cultivate
"confident nervousness”. Con-
fidence is great., not when It
translates into complacency,
and lastly, the CEO should sur-
round himself with people ca-
pable of thinking better and
smarter than himself. For the
sake of this nation he should
focus on the actual results being

again reach the gates
of Jaffna. Political
turmoil in Fij1 side-
lines the Indian
community. Gemini
News Service reports
on the unravelling of
the concept of good
governance and
democracy.

O sooner had former New
NZraland foreign minister

Don McKinnon stepped
across the threshol of
London's Marlborough House to
take over as Secretary-General
than all hell broke loose across
the Commonwealth.

It was a coincidence of
course. The Zimbabwe land cri-
sis was already rumbling, the
Slerra Leone war raging, and
the Srl Lankan government's
war with the Tamil Tiger rebels
was In its 18th year. But all
three situations reached boiling
point just as McKinnon took
over the job from Chief Emeka
Anyaoku,

And then came Fiji, a re-
newed crisis in his own region.

For just five months last
year — between the army hand -
ing over power to civilian rule
in Nigeria on 29 May and the
coup in Pakistan on 12 October
— the Commonwealth was able
to claim that all its member
countries were free of military
government. You had to go back
to the 1950s to find a similar
state ol affairs.

Two weeks after lnkill% over
on 1 April, McKinnon found
himself confronting President

Ql e,

ZIMBABWE]

Musharaff plans local elections
in August 2001 but political
parties are banned from taking
part,

In Sierra Leone, the Com-
monwealth is a guarantor of the
Lome accord under which rebel
leader Foday Sankoh became
vice-president as well as head of
a commission handling the
country's mineral wealth

Now Sankoh Is under lock
and key, and the democrati-
cally elected President Tejan
Kabbah Is shored up by 10,000
UN troops and, for a few weeks,
hf’ a separate British force of
about 700.

Sierra Leone is very much a
Commonwealth affair since
most of the UN troops are from
member countries India, Nige-
ria, Zambla, Kenya.

On the face of it, Common -
wealth attempts to secure good
governance and democracy, be-
ginning with the Harare Decla-
ration of 1991 and then by the
Millbrook Plan of Action
agreed at the Auckland summit
In 1995, are largely in shreds

Not since the days of the war
in rebellious Zimbabwe (then
Rhodesia) and the deep divi
sions over South Africa has the

scent becoming prime minister.
Nigeria was suspended after
the execution of Ken Saro-Wiwa

in 1995 and returned when
President Obasanjo took over.
Pakistan was promptly sus-
pended after last year's coup.

There remain anomalles.
When Sierra Leone's Kabbah
was overthrown by a military
coup and fled to Guinea. the
Commonwealth continued to
recognise him as head of state.
Logically, it should continue to
recognise Chaudhry as prime
minister of Fiji.

Not only in the Common -
wealth but elsewhere, the West-
ern-driven quest for good gov-
ernance and democracy, which
started in the last years of the
20th century, is facing serious
setbacks.

Latin America, largely
purged of military and undemo -
cratic rule in the last decade, is
becoming stormy again. Only
months ago a military junta
briefly IGUEI,\' power in Ecuador
A general then tried to unseat
the Paraguay government. In

Secretary-General Don
McKinnon: In the hot seat

Peru, President Alberto Fuji-
morl Is accused by Interna-
tional observers of holding on
to power through election fid-
dles.

Military rule may have gone
out of fashion, colonial rule
long passed, but the colonial
past Is not easily forgotten.
Paradoxically, at the same time
as British troops are welcomed
as saviours in Freectown. 'Bri-
tish’' has become a dirty word in
Zimbabwe,

Sadly, the lack of self-confi-
dence among people in some
parts of Africa Is harming the
continent’'s image just as much
as the violent arrogance shown
by the so-called war veterans in
Zimbabwe.

The author was editor of
Gemini News Service for 28
years. A former deputy editor of
Britain's Dally Mail, he is a
past president of the Common -
wealth Journalilsts Associalion
and is the author of four books
on the Commonwealth
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a an fﬂﬂgﬁ' 1S a1a | - » . : - S . [ime allowed tor hifteen) days from the date of 1s5ue
demand. The Chairman l 1D ' Name above | DL was steadily rising and is 86 cmn : s Lo |
SPARRSO has however issued 2. PR SINIE, Fd below DL on 15/6/2000. Al- Government Of the People S completion of Of work order
some qualitative forecast based Meghna 1 SW266 | Kanairghat 14 6.74 though below DL the river is . work _ ‘ o i .
on Southern Oscillation Index Meghna 3 SW269 | Sunamganj 6 1.66 ﬂﬂ“’“‘? close to the 1_‘319,'.“”‘“ REpUbI]C Of BangladeSh 6. Eligibility ol A general category of |
(SOI) and as published in a Meghna 4 SW172 Amalshid 12 5.14 level of this time of the year. : % contractors contractors
section of press, he Meghna 5 SW173 Sheola 4 053 The Ganges-Padma at Ra- Executive Engineer, Roads 7 Last date for 25.6.2000 during office hours
apprehended flooding this year. Mcghhna 6 SW201 MﬂnuURly 9 9'23 jshahi and Har.dinge bridge Highways Department selling the tender
Let us have a look to what Bridge | were flowing much below dan. Bhola Road Division, Bhola documents
hES happand up to 157672000 ..,-g-:.__ : i ; ﬁff level but Stfﬂ.d“y riﬁi[lg and Phone NO-O491{55553 Q Last date & time 26.6.2000 up to 12.30 pm
this year. Flooding result may Meghna 7 SW202 %UUIV' 7 3.29 owing close to highest level of | _ : ‘ :
g - - A | h ' O receiving ne
be suimnmarised in the followin azal - —— the season _ H d & H' h -
table where stations ﬂowingg Meghna 8 SW159 Habigan| 4 225 | The Brahmaputra at Ba- Oa S Ig Ways tender
above Danger Level (DL) have South 1 SW212 | Parshuram 1 | 046 hadurabad was flowing 91 cm o 2 > FRE PLASE
béen cotnbiled: | East Hill . 5 below DL but rising at an T d .I t t N t o Bate L e 153 26.6.2000 at 12.45 pm
Duriugplhe period only some South 7 SW204 Chiringa 1 0.44 alarming rate of 60 to 80 cm a en er nVI a lon 0 'ce - ] t ,H , the
rivers in Meghna and SE Hill | East Hill RN ¥ AEREL e day from Bahadurabad to the Tenders in Bangladesh Form No 2911 in sealed envelopes are ekl L e
L o ol | SR | RemBut [T T oI e The e igene | | invited. e
no rivers in € ranmapuira . cas | - : T 2 : - documents
e i ok e g oA et (s ' SRS E:] i Iu;‘:‘ ]F"m Shluptrile 10. Date & time ftor 27.6.2000 at 12.30 pm in this othice
Flood Forecasting and be measured by Meter Days floods and caused extensive Thus, the three major rivers, _ P -entrally open
Warning Centre monitors flood above Danger Level (MDA DL). damages to boro crops in the although flowing well below re- 2. Name of work Work of ca ”i” digging on Ct al OpE |
levels of 11 stations in the For each station just add up Sylhet haor areas. FF&WC has Spective danger levels but were Chowkighata Ferry Approach the tendern
Meghna basin. The table shows difference of water level and DL  however in their flood bulletin flowing close to the highest Barisal-Bhola-Laxmipur Road documents
that of them eight stations were for days above DL. With this dated 15/6/2000 said. “The level of the time of the year and under Bhola Road Division during 11. Name of office Executive Engineer, RHD, Road Divn
above danger level for various measure of flood stress shown flash flood situation in greater the situation calls for caution vear 1999-2000. Head of where tender Dhaka / Narayanganj/ Gazipur
durations ranFing from 4 to 14  In the last column In the table, Sylhet is likely to improve.” and close monitoring by those i;tpcndllurt:: 266 Development doedniente” will Manikganj/ Narsingdi/ Munshigonj/ Pla
. days. Kanalrg 1at was above 14 Monu at Monu Rly. Bridge had Allhoth none of the rivers responsible for flood manage- 2 ERtiR et Tk 2.49.259; TR nning & Design Divn, Dhaka Zone
: ‘ days followed by Amalshid 12 the highest flood stress of 9.23  in the Brahmaputra and Ganges ment. Continued rainfall in the = f”‘”“,‘”t i -l Dhales 7Bridoe Decion Divail (Bastern
days. MDA _DL followed by the basin crossed danger level upstream could cause deterio- 4. Security cost _ I'k 5,000/ : IL\‘E'I dag <% g T 3 ‘b- SRy
Another measure of flood Surma at Kanairghat with 6.74 within this period. let us give a ration in the flood situation of 5. Date for completion 30 days from the work order SRR DA, ‘::ﬂm, g g )
stress could be how long and by MDA DL. Flood stress in the closer look to the flooding po- the country. of work ﬂ Engineer, RHI Road Sub-Divn
how much above danger level SE Hill basin was minimun. tential in these basins as of The writer is retired Direc- 6. Financial A to C general class ol Roads & Sreenagar/ Keranigon| .\h_i.!lﬂhl}:-.‘]‘lj 1 st
the river was flowing. This can These floodings were flash now. This will be quite appro- tor, BWDB. eligibility of Highways Department, Line Workshop Sub-Divn under
contractors D general of Bansal Road Circle Munshigonj Road Division,
and E class enlisted contractors of Munshigonj
fl 'd 0 Bhola Road Division. 12 Name of offce Superintending Engineer, RHD, Dhaka
Gar e hg Jlm DBIJ'S 7. Name of offices of : 1) Executive Engineer, R&H, where tender Road Circle, Dhaka/Planning &
availability of Roa d | Divi '; QAR document will be Monitoring Evl Circle, Dhaka
HERE'Q QOUR LEAF aNP HERE'% L"OUR Iﬂndﬂrﬁ E'l}hrl.'i];]'Bi]rJI;;-Ill:'.Plil.“;;].l\hdi| I”U”H” receln k'tl \It"!]ltt‘ftll}: 1.';.'. {‘_"\JILI.“H‘I"I L-HL'IL‘ SJTJ}'\-
OF LETTUCE LOOK OF DI%UgT '.,I] ‘Islgtl:ndﬁ,l ;! ‘lllll‘”[l]l. eer. R&H Bhaban, Ramna, Dhaka/ Executive
& ub-divisional engincer, K&, : AT EER x ..
’ Road Sub-division, Bhola/Char Engr, RHI \1““_ _h"}ﬂ nj Road | ""_:-
Fashion. Munshigon) :*ulf Divnl Engineer, RHI .
8. Name of offices to : 1) Superintending Engineer, Road Sub-Divn, Sreenagor Keranigon)
receive tender R&H, Barisal Road Circle, Munshigonj/Ist Line Workshop Sub-
Barisal. Divn under Munshigon) Road Division.
2) Executive Engincer, Road 13. Date & time of : 27.6.2000 at 200 PM.
Division | . L
’ ottery (]

Bhola/Barisal/Jhalakathi.
26--6-2000/12-03-1407
till otfice hours.
27-06-2000/13-03-1407
till 12-30 PM.,
28-06-2000/14-03-1407
at 11-00 AM
29.06-2000/15-03-1407
at 11-00 AM.

Md Abdul Khaleq Mia

necessary)

Bangla

9. Last date and time
of selling tender

10 Last date of
receiving tender

11. Date and time ol
opening tender

12 Date and time of
lottery

I L.I'Mi:._“t.'.ll‘*l:r head 66-CACW
Scaled tenders in BD Form No 2911 are hereby invited from the

RHD enlisted contractors according to their financial limit for the
mentioned works under Munshigonj Road Division. The tender wall
be received UP&'IH'J at the ime & date ot abovementioned oftices.

Bangla
=

Bangla

Bangla

Md Abul Quasem Bhuiyan
Executive Enginecr |
Road Division

AFTER RETRIEVING
HIS WALTHER 7 65

| BT U TLEMG THOSE SHOTE DFEP-15111-13/6/2000 Executive Engineer, R&H DFP-15060-13/6

s' MAY WAVE G-1187 Bhola Road Division, Bhola. G-1192 Munshigon Ji
UG 57 oM s ALﬁRﬁQ’m .
ANOTHER RIFLE SHOT | BASE /
QUICKLY FINISHES

James Bond
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