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SKOP calls
24-hour
strike today

By Staff Correspondent

Sramik Karmachari Oikya
Parishad (SKOP) has called a
24-hour countrywide strike be-
Fiuning at 6 am today to press
1ome its demands.

"We have decided to go ahead
with the strike programme as a
dialogue with the Minister for
Labour and Manpower yester-
day failed to yield positive re-
suﬂs. one SKOP leader told The
Daily Star yesterday.

Earlier, SKOP leaders at' a
press conference yesterday
called upon all concerned not to
open educational Institutions,
industries, offices and business
establishments. Rail-road and
river transports will also come
under the purview of the strike,
SKOP leaders said.

Sramik Dal president Ab-
dullah Al Noman, Dr Wajedul
Islam Khan, Shah Mohammad
Abu Zafar and Abdullah Safar
addressed the press conlerence
at SKOP's temporary office.

See page 11 col 7

Dollar, Jewel
still staying
at DU hall

By DU Correspondent

The two Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) leaders. whom the
Dhaka University aunthorities
declared persona non grata, are
still staying in the Sir Salimul-
lah Hall, residents said.

Dollar and Jewel, general -

secretary and environment sec-
retary of Salimullah Hall unit
of BCL respectively, were de-
clared on Tuesday persorna non
grata in the hall and its adjoin-
ing areas for cutting trees and
getting involved in various ter-
rorist activities at the hall.

The authorities also asked
them to leave the hall areas
immediately or face further ac-
tion. But no action was taken
against them so far although
both were staying at their hall
rooms, sources said.

Prof. Aminur Rashid,

See page 11 col 7

NCB cheques to

have water marks

Star Report

The central bank has di-
rected the four nationalised
commercial banks (NCBs) to
have water marks in their
cheques to curb withdrawal of
money though forgery, sources
said.

At a meeting vyesterday,
Bangladesh Bank also directed
the NCBs to send statements of
accounts to clients to keep them
informed about their balances.

The central bank also di-
rected the NCBs not to allow

any person to remain near any

desk for long and to take mea-
sures to curb forgery by chang-
ing cheque numbers.

— Inside Today
Article
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A policeman stand guard outside the garage where a truck’s trailer was inspected and 1n
which was found 58 dead bodies believed to be illegal Asian immigrants at the port of
Dover in UK yesterday and (right) investigators gather evidence from the contents of the
truck on the rear of which two people were found alive.

— AFP photo
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Bodies of 58 Asian migrants found
in container truck at UK port

DOVER, England, June 19:
The bodles of 58 people, be-
lleved to be asylum-seekers
from Asia, were found early to-
day inside the refrigerated con-
tainer of a truck in this busy
southern English port, police
sald, report agencies.

Two other men were found
alive inside the air-tight com-
partment of the Dutch-regis-
tered vehicle and were recover-
ing from their ordeal in hospi-
tal, a police spokesman sald.

The gruesome discovery was
made shortly after midnight af-
ter the truck arrived in Dover
on a ferry from the Belgian port
of Zeebrugge. Unconfirmed re-
ports said the dead comprised
54 men and four women, but no
children.

Customs officers were "abso-
lutely horrified" when their
routine inspection revealed the
grisly pile of bodies, but police
could not confirmn whether the
unfortunate stowaways had
died of suffocation or cold.

"They all seem to be Oriental
(East Asian) and if you were to
look through the numbers of
people claiming asylum in this
country, the most common Ori-
ental group are Chinese. But
this has to be confirmed.,” a
Home Office spokesman said.

Police arrested the Dutch
driver of the 15-meter long
truck. The vehicle aroused sus-
picion because it was registered
to a company, Van Der Spek,
which had not used the route be-
fore, ferry operators P and O
Stena Line said.
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The country’'s food-gap came
down to zero in 1999-2000 for
the lirst time, according to offi-
cial sources.

The latest production has

been projected at 243 lakh met-
ric tons (MT) against a net an-
nual requirement of 213.58
lakh MT of foodgrain. Deduct-
ing the 10-12 per cent usual crop
loss, the net food production
settles exactly around the re-
quirements level.
AS per the estimations,
Bangladesh grew 7 lakh MT
more rice than the requirenient
in 1999-2000 and again, it pro-
duced 7 lakh MT less wheat
than it needed.

By Reaz Ahmad

Never before in the 30-year
history of Bangladesh had the
domestic production been at par
with the domestic require-
ments. Ten to 20 lakh MT of
food gap has been an usual an-
nual phenomenon for
Bangladesh.

Each year Bangladesh used
to cover up its food deficit by ac-
cepting an average volume of 5
to 10 lakh MT food from donors
and by importing.

This time though the gov-
ernment heaved a sigh of relief
as it avoided pressure on the
scarce foreign exchange re-
serves by abandoning the fiscal
plan of food import (four lakh

Food gap reduced to zero,
first time in the country

MT) in 1999-2000.

Experts told the Daily Star
that such surge in production
could not have happened in a
better time since food aid com-
mitments from abroad were al-
ready on the slide

Thanks to the subsequent
bumpers in wheat and paddy
productions, the projection of
224 lakh MT at the beginning ol
the year was revised upward at
243 lakh MT at the end of the
fiscal.

According to officials, aus
production stood at 1.73 lakh
MT. aman 10,3 lakh MT, boro
10.6 lakh MT (projected) and
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endless traffic jam.
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Unauthorised parking on either side narrows down the road in front of Senakalyan
Bhaban in the city’s Motijheel commercial area to a mere by-lane. And the end result is

— Star photo

Petrobangla resumed nego-
tiations on Sunday with Euro-
pean oll company Maersk Olie
for oll and gas exploration In
deep sea blocks 19 and 20.

The company s now taking
up various Issues Including tax-
ation and duration of the initial

Prayer Timings

June 20 |

N L Azan | Jamaat |
Fajr 1 415 | 445 |
Zohir 1-00 | T
AST | 500 | 5:15 |
ﬁ-ghrlh L 650 | 655 |
hia 18151 845 |

| Source: Inlamie Foundation

%
" ‘L‘b

o0 )

el

operation period (10P).

Sources concerned said
Maersk Olle seeks a flve-year
IOP instead of the three-year
time frame outlined in the
Model PSC. Negotiations with
it resumed after two months.

Maersk Is seeking a PSC for
malinly conducting seéismic sur-
vey in deep sea blocks 19 and 20
instead of focusing on drilling
exploratory gas or oil well.

It argues that deep sea blocks
| require heavy investment for
developing a gas or oil tield (in

Negotiations on blocks 19 & 20
resume with Maersk Olie

By Staff Correspondent

case of discovery) and ensured
supply of the %ﬂﬁ or oll to con-
sumers. Therefore, it wants the
government to ensure purchase
of its gas. Since the government
Is not willing to sign any Gas
Purchase and Sales Agreement
now, Maersk seeks a selsmic
survey oriented PSC.

Petrobangla Is also likely to
hold negotiations on block 11
with Malaysian national oll
commpany Petronas later this
month. Some sources however
sald Petronas has Informed
Petrobangla that it is Interested
in both blocks 9 and 11 and not
block 11 alone,

Meanwhile, Petrobangla Is
walting for a joint response
from Irish oil company Tullow
and American oill company
Chevron regarding the govern-

ment's recent proposal regard-
ing block 9 that Bangladeshi
exploration company BAPEX
should be the operator. BAPEX
has a 10 per cent carried over
interest in this block while
Chevron, Texaco and Tullow
has 30 per cent Interest eacl,

The government proposcd
this to end disagreement be-
tween Tullow-Chevreon  and
Texaco about which company
would be the operator In the
block.

While Chevron-Texaco
agreed to the proposal, Tullow
did not. The government then
suggested that the three com-
panies discuss the proposal
among themselves and give the
feedback soon,

Sources sald Tullow has un-

See page 11 col 7

Shipu murder
Arrested two
placed on

fresh remand
By Staff Correspondent

Two persons arrested In
connection with the Shipu
murder case were produced in
the Court of Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate yesterday. The court
allowed to take them on fresh
remand for two days. :

Detective Branch of police
took over the Shipu murder
case on June 4 and arrested two
persons — Sagor and Joy Habib
on June 13. The two were
granted fresh remand yesterday
on expiry of their three-day re-
mand, police said.

Three FIR listed accused in
the case — Shafiul Alam son of

See page 11 col 7

JCD entorces
hartal at
Sylhet

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, June 19: A dawn-
to-dusk hartal was observed in
Sylhet town today paralysing

| the normal life.

The Sylhet district unit of
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal en-
forced the hartal as part of its
10-day long agitation pro-
gramme protesting police ha-
rassment and framing of
charges against the JCD ac-
tivists in the cases lodged under
the PSA.

All modes of transports were
off the streets and commercial
establishments remained shut
during the hartal.

No transaction was done in
the commercial banks while at-
tendance in the government
and private offices was thin.

However, the biman flights
were operated and train service
was normal.

There was no report of any
untoward incident in the city.

Procession was brought out
during the hartal hours while a
rally was held at the Court
Point in the afternoon with the
district JCD president Mizanur
Rahman Chowdhury in the
chalr.

Dockers continue
protest against
proposed container
port at Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, June 19:
Leaders ol dock workers at
Chittagong port continued their
protest yesterday against gov-
ermment’s move for allowing
Installation of a private con-
tainer port by Stevedoring Scr-
vices of America (55A) al
Patengn.

Dock Bandar Sramik Kar-
machari Federation (DBSKF) in
a meeting of its representatives
on port office premises this al-
ternoon, reiterated their de-
mand for taking punitive ac-
tion against those ‘bureaucrats’
who have clandestine links’
with SSA for installation of a
proposed private container port
at Patenga.

Leaders of DBSKF in the

See page 11 col 8

40 bighas of govt land in

Mirpur illegally occupied

DUIIP plan to allot 1100 plots to low
Income group uncertain

Over 40 bighas of govern-
ment land at Mirpur Section
-12, earmarked for allotment of
plots to low Income people,
could not be recovered from {l-
legal occupants In several
years.

The Department of Housing
and Settlemment can not remove
the illegal slums there because
of a court Injunction, sources in
the Department said.

The land was demarcated
into about 1100 plots, each
measuring three-fourths of a
katha, for allotment under the
Dhaka Urban Infrastructure
Improvement Project (DUIIP).

The Department also failed
to allot plots to the allottees in
its Mohammadpur “F" Block as
the land is illegally occupied by
some people, the sources said.

Slums have sprang up and

By Mustak Hossain

some shops have been built on
the land along the Shyamoli
Ring Road. During a visit to the
area, some shop owners said
they bulilt shops with permis-
sion from the local member of
parliament.

A total of 23,063 applicants
applied for the 470 plots In "F"
Block, categorised as A, B and C.
They pald Tk 30, 000 for A, Tk.
25, 000 for B and Tk. 15, 000 for
C category plots, some of the
applicants said.

Applications were Iinvited
from middle and low-income
%rmlps of people in January

998 for the plots in "F" Block.

The Housing Department,
falling to recover the land at
Mohammadpur, later proposed
to the Ministry of Planning for
construction of 720 flats in-
stead of allotting plots

“The proposal was made to
accommodate more people on
the land,” a high official of the
Department told The Daily Star
seeking anonymity.

“The land can not Qe recov-
ered as there Is a High Court in-
junction on eviction of the
slum,” the officlal said.

About one thousand appli-
cants have already withdrawn
their applications due to uncer-
tainty in getting plots, some of
them told this correspondent.

“If the government can not
recover the land or wants to
bulld apartment buildings, it
should inform the applicants
through a public notice,” said
an applicant, Masud Kabir.

Housing Department offi-
cials sald any applicant can
withdraw his application and
get back his money.

Opposition likely to enter
- parliament today

The opposition parties, boy-
cotting parliament proceedings
since July 8, 1999, are expected
to return to the House this
morning.

The adjournment of the
House immediately after the
passage of the supplementary
budget at 10:40 a.m. held back
the opposition’s much-awaited
return yesterday. Khaleda Zia,
the Leader of the Opposition in
parliament, arrived at the par-
liament building at 11 a.m.

Deputy Leader of the Opposi-

By Staff Correspondent

tion in parliament Prof.
Badruddoza Chowdhury told
reporters yesterday, "We've

asked our party MPs to be pre-
sent at the parliament lobby at
nine in the morning tomorrow
(Tuesday).”

“We will go back to the House
to protect the Constitution, not
to protect, what the ruling party
says, the seats and salaries,” he
said, explaining reason behind
the return

Prof. Chowdhury, briefing
waliting journalists after the ad-

journed meeting of the BNP par-
liamentary party that ended at
11:30 a.m., claimed that the op-
position had definite informa-
tion about the ruling party
blueprint to scrap constitu-
tional provision for national
elections under non-party care-
taker government.

"Now we know it for sure
that the government wants us to
stay outside the House. If the
opposition seats are vacated,
the government would fill up
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Supplementary
budget passed

By Staff Correspondent

The Jatiya Sangsad yester-
day passed the Tk 4,489.68
crore supplementary budget for
fiscal 1999-2000 with the Op-
position Bench empty.

The bill was passed
smoothly and im a much
shorter time than usually

needed as the Opposition mem-
bers continued to boycott JS
Sessions.
It took Finance Minister S A
See page 11 col 8

First judgement:
One jailed under
PSA 1n city

By Court Correspondent
The Public Safety Distur-
bance and Crime Prevention
Tribunal, Dhaka vyesterday
awarded three years rigorous
imprisonment to one Ibrahim
on charge of mugging and ac-
quitted two others of the charge
This is the first judgement in
a case filed under the Public
Safety Act (PSA) in the city
>ee page 11 col 8

Non-govt teachers

strike today

CHITTAGONG, June 19: Non-
government school and college
teachers, as part of their
movement will observe work
abstention in the educational
institutions across the country
tomorrow to press home their
22-point demand, reports BSS.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at Chittagong Press Club.
secretary general of Bangladesh
Teachers Assoclation Federa-
tion Principal Kazi Farooque
Ahmed reiterated the demand
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ANNOUNCEMENT

CITIBANK N.A'S NEW BRANCH HAS
COMMENCED FULL OPERATIONS

IN
CHITTAGONG

We look forward to providing services in Chittagong
to all our clients whose support we highly appreciate

A global bank. Now your local bank.

Citibank, N. A. Chittagong
NIB House

32, Agrabad C/A
Chittagong-4000, Bangladesh
Tel : 880-31-724830-31

Fax : 880-31-724867

CITIBAN(®®




