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‘Bashar most capable to lead Baath’
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DAMASCUS, June 17
Svria’s ruling Baath Party
opened a historic congress licre
today to elevate the son of lae
president Hafez al-Assad.
Bashar, to its leadership, say -
ing he was the best candidate
tor the job, reports AFP.

‘Doctor Bashar al-Assad is
the most capable to assume tlhe
responsibilities of the party.”
Suleiman Qaddal, assistant
secretary general of the party,
told the opening session of the

Leslie Cheung snlutes the
crowd Friday after being

- recognlSEd as "Asia’s Biggest | i1 COLEIess.

SUPEI‘StHI‘” at the 2000 We are with you, ol com -
CCTV--MTV Music Hon- | rade. and we will continue the
ours, an event in Beijing mission with vou,” he added, re -

paying tribute to the top
artists of Greater China and
abroad. — AFP photo

rullin%{ also that the Baath has
already chosen Bashar as its
sole candidate to the presi-
dency.

Bashar, 34, a novice politi-

Ruling party opens congress

clan trained as an eye doctor, Is
expected to be named secretary
general of the party, one of the
natlon’s two pillars along with
the army, to replace Assad who
died Saturday agetl 69,

He attended the upcninf SeN -
slon sitting among the audience
flanked by Syrian Delence
Minister Mustafa Tlass, one of
Assad's closest companions
during his 30-year ifron rule of
Svrin, and Assem Kanso, a
Lvbanese Baathist who has had
historically close ties to the
Assads.

Eleven members ol the par -
ty's ecision-making rulin(i
council, known as the regiona

connnand, took seals on a
raised platform.
They included caretaker

president Abdel Halim
Khaddam, who also holds the
title of vice president along
with Zuheir Masharqa. who
was also present on the plat-
lorm.

Qaddah opened the forum
calling for a minute's silence In
memory of Assad, whose seat
on the tribune was left vacant.

The 900 or so delegates then
sang the Baath party anthem.
without music since the country
is in the second week of a 40-
day mourning,

Qaddah then Fave a lengthy
tribute to Assad, singling out
the achievements of his 30-year
rule. and stressing his accom -
plishments as an "Arab na-
tional leader”.

Behind Qaddah a huge bai -

ner carried a nwssuge attributed
to Assad that said: "All our con -
ifresses are (mportant, they
ook into the mistakes of the
past and try to overcome then,
and look ahead to the future.”

Baath party assistant secre-
tary Abdullah al-Ahmar, a tow -
ering figure in the hierarchy,
was unanbmously elected as
chalrman of the congress -- the
lirst to meet in 15 years.

Visibly moved, he stressed
the absence of Assad and paid
tribute to him,

“This is the first time we
have met without Hafez al-
Assad ... he was a central figure
lor our unltv he said.

The congress is meeting at
the Palace of Congress on the
southern fringes of Damascus.

Lebanese and Syrians march in Beirut Fridav
al-Assad who is expected to succeed his father to the presidency and le: adership of the rul-
ing Baath Party. President Hafez al-Assad, 69, died on June 10 after ruling Syria with an

iron grip for 30 years.

@he Baily Ftar 9

in =upport of Syrian heir apparent Bashar

— AFP photo

Wahid leaves |-
Pakistan

ISLAMABAD,
Indonesian President
Ahdurrahman Wahid et for
Balirain today after a 24-hour
stay in Pakistan, officials sadd.
reports AFP.

Wahid held talks with
Pakistani ruler General Pervez
Musharral and President
Muhammad Rafiq Tarar on
Friday.

He said his

June 17

“very lruittal®
the Pakistani
leaders heralded a "new era” in
relations between the (wo
Muslim countries.

The two sides focused on
ways to enhance economic rela -
tions. especially in the rural
sector and Pakistan’'s develop -
ing techmnology industry.

Potential arms sales
Pakistan to Indonesia were
raised, Wahid
late Fridav.

Russian media
magnate freed

MOSCOW, June 17
media magnate Viadimir
Gusinsky was today enjoving
his first taste of freedom in four
days, alter he was charged in a
10 million dollar fraud cas
and set free. reports AFP

Political leaders welcomed
the release of Gusinsky. whose

detention revived deep concefns

irom
also
told reporters

: Russian

at home and abroad over free-
dom of speech under new
President Vladimir Putin.

Gusinsky's Media-MOST
group has been the only private
press and broadcast outfit to re -
peatedly criticise Putin over the
eight month war in Chechnva
and flag gralt in the domestic
security service the president
jused to bead.

range i1n the western town,
warplanes for bombing drills.
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Presidential polls in Poland Oct 8:|

Poland’s third popular pre*«ulvunal election since the collapse
of communist rule a decade ago will be held on October 8, the
speaker of the country's parhament announced Friday, AP
reports from Warsaw.

Under Poland's democratic constitution, the country elects a
president every five years. The early favourite is President
Aleksander Kwasniewski, who already has launched his
campaign for a second term. An ex-communist who defeated
incumbent Lech Walesa for the post in 1995, Kwasniewski has
become Poland's most popular politician, with poll approval l

ratings of 70 per cent.

Several leaders to visit Indonesia:

Several world leaders including Libya’s Muammar Gaddafi and
Iranian President Mohammad Khatami will visit Indonesia
next week to mark a Eid-e-Miladunnabi celebration, the Antara
news agency reported yesterday, Reuters reports from Jakarta.
Antara quoted Foreign Minister Alwi Shihab who said
Pakistan military ruler Pervez Musharraf. Malaysian prime
minister Mahathir Mohammad and Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah
of Brunei would also attend the June 22 event marking the birth
| of-the Prophet Mohammad (SM).

Killer of famlléz executed in Herat:

A protester helps another bloodied protester up off the
ground after clashing with riot police at Maehyangri, 80
km south of Seoul, in South Korea yesterday.
people were injured in the violent clashes involving
scores of protestors and riot police, after the police foiled
a rally against a US bombing range. The protestors
clashed sporadically with the police around the Koon-Ni
which has been used by US

Some 10

— AFP phutu

Philippine rebels demand $4.7m
for release of 5 temale hostages

JOLO, Philippines, June 17 :
Muslim rebels have demanded
200 million pesos (4.7 million
dollars) in ransom for the re-
lease of five females among 21
mostly foreign hostages held in
the southern Philippines. a
source close to the government's
negotiating team said today. re -
ports AFP.

The ransom demand was re -
layed to an emissary of the gov-
ernment team engaged in back-
door talks with the Abu Sayyal
Muslim gunmen, while mem-
bers of the official negotiating
panel were still in Manila, ac-
cording to the source, who
asked not to be named.

‘They are now demanding
200 million pesos as a package

lor the flive female hostages,”
the source told AFP in Jolo is-

Lo, where the three Germans.
nine Malavsians, a Lebanese
and two nationals each from

France, Finland., South Africa
and the Philippines are being
held.

The hostages were abducted
on April 23 from the Malaysian
resort of Sipadan and taken
across the sea border to Jolo by
speedboat.

The five women being held
are from Germany, the
Philippines, France, South
Africa and Lebanon. German
housewife Renate Wallert, 57. is
said to be seriously {ll and in
need of fmmediate medical
treatinent.

Hard drives containin o
US N-secret recovered

WASHINGTON, June 17
Parts of Los Alamos nuclear
laboratories were being treated
as a crime scene today, one day
after US investigators recov -
ered two missing computer hard
drives containing highly clas-
sified nuclear secrets, reports
AFP.

More than 60 agents from
the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) have been
dispatched to the nuclear labo-
ratory to get to the bottomn of the
unexplained temporary disap-
pearance of the hard drives,

which contain vital data on
how to dismantle nuclear
weapoiis

The liard 'drives, missi_ilg

from Los Alamos for several
weeks, were visually identified,
but investigators were still con -
firming the coutents, according
to an Energy Department
statement Friday.

US media reported that the
drives were found behind a pho-
tocopy machine in the lab
Officials could not say immedi-
ately whether the drives had
been removed from the labora-
tory or just misplaced.

"“The lab is very relieved that
the hard drives have been lo-
cated,” said Los Alamos
spokesman Kevin Roark. "We
will continue to cooperate with
the FBI and Energy Department
officials.”

' Musharrat,

Pak FM calls on US
o lift sanctions

June 17
Minister
called

WASHINGTON,
Pakistan's Foreign
Abdul Sattar vesterday

on the United States to lift
sanctions hmposed alter his
country maltched India’s nu-

clear tests with its own blasts in
1998, reports AFP.

Sattar, in Washington lor
the first talks specifically fo-
cused on nuclear security since
the military coup in Islamabad
last year, said the sanctions
were unfair to Pakistan.

"Pakistan would very much
like for the US to review the
plethora of sanctions thal are
o1 the statute,” he said in a
news conference disrupted by
Afghan activists.

We feel strongly that some
of these sanctions have been
Pakistan-specific, these have
singled out our country and that
this is not consonant with
friendly relations.” he said

“We hope that the United
States government (and) the
United States Congress, will
review these sanctions and al -
low perhaps a more general,
even-handed and balanced ap -
proach to this subject.”

The US imposed a wide range
of sanctions against India and
Pakistan after the 1998 tests,
restricting the provision ol
credits, military sales,
nomic assistance and loans to
the government.

A smaller range of US sauc-

r;-{q].

tions were levied against
Pakistan after the military,
under General Pervez

overthrew Lhen

prime minister Nawaz Sharif
last vear

Sattar was speaking before it
emerged that India had succes-
lully test fired a short-range
surface to surnface Prithvi
(Earth) missile which in some

niodels is nuclear « apable

He said he wanted to make
clear that it was India which
tested a nuclear device first --

and claimed Pakistan wanted
to avoid a dangerous weapons
build-up on the subcontinent

"Pakistan has no desire to
engage in any nuclear arms
race. We have no ambitions to a
global or regional role

But if the present situa-
tion Is destabilized. Pakistan
will be obliged to upgrade other
deterrents in order to ensure its
survivability and credibility.”
he warned :

Sattar described talks on nu-
clear security with US Deputy

Secretary ol State Strobe
lalboit on Thursday as "pro -
ductive

1 going back Ironn

Washington satisfied with the
progress we have achieved to-
ward better mutual understand -
ing.” he said

State Department
spokesman Richard Boucher
the talks focused on [T
SErving SEecurily in Souwtli Asla
while preventing prolileration
of nuclear weapons and missile
e Iivery sysieimms

Sattar and Talbott also dis
cussecl a proposed fissile cut-oll
treaty and the explosive divi-
iween India and

<aid

SIDNS PJ"

Pakistan on Kashmir.

The talks covered the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
which India and Pakistan have
refused to sign, a proposed fis-
sile material cut-off treaty and
the security environment in
South Asia.

Sattar, who deseribed
Pakistan's relations with the
US as “troubled but friendly”
also met Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright and Under
Secretary of State Thomas
Pickering

Thursday's talks on nuclear
security were the first specifi-
cally focused on the issue since
carly 1999 when the two sides
held their eighth meeting on
nuclear security

US officials have been push -
ing Pakistan to hold elections
ever since Musharraf overthrew
the government in October.

We continue to believe that
a detailed road map (to elec -
tions) should be presented and
that the process should be car-
ried out as quickly as possible,”
said Boucher.

Salttar also criticised sanc-
tions against the Taliban gov-
ernment in Afghanistan by the
US as counterproductive.

During his news conference

nhe was heckled by several
Alghan activists who were
ejected from the room after
claiming Pakistan was shoring
up the radical Taliban

AS he lelt the event, at the
National Press Club, he was
lorced tag dodge more Alghan

demmonstrators

A man convicted by a Taliban court of killing five members of a
| family was publicly executed in the western city Afghan of
Heral, the state-run Radio Shariat reported yesterday, AFP
reports from Kabul

Thousands of people thronged the city’s sports stadiun to
watch the victims' heir execute Ghulam Ghaus on Friday. Herat
Governor Mulla Khairullah Khairkhwa and other Taliban
officials were also present,

Eritrea repatriating
Ethiopian nationals

ASMARA. June 17 : Eritrean
authorities said today they were
ff[ld‘fldti”g Ffli'lfli}ldll"'b “‘n.'l.ll"' ;II}P['IJIJ,'iHIIE lf‘.'ﬁﬂt steps to repa
in the country and had inter- triate Ethiopians residing in
vened to stop local violence Erfirea on a case by case baslis
against the Ethiopians during 1o thelr state of origin.”
hostilities between the 1wo
neighbours, reports AFP.

Eritrea might. "when it finds it
unavoidable, also have to take

Eritrea also renewed an Invi-
tation to International organi-
sations such as the United
Nations and the Organisation
of African Unity to investigate
the situation of Ethiopians In
Eritrea and that of Eritreans in
Ethlopia during hostilities.

Earlier this month the
Eritrean government offici: uly

With International Red Cross
cooperation, Ethlopla was "fi-
nalising the mnecessary ar-
rangements to expedite the vol-
untary departure of Ethlopians
who have decided of their own
free will 1o return to Ethiopia.”
a foreign ministry statement

said. admitted that camps for dis-
: placed Ethiopians had been set
The two countries were ex- up in the country

pected on Sunday to sign a peace

deal this weekend in Algiers to At the start of the l{lhin]u.m .

end two years of border war. Eritrean war, many of the
) The ministry statement here Ethioplans living in Eritrea
‘sald young Eritreans had had been working at the Red Sea
Tashly and emotionally taken port of Assab. hall ol whose

the law into their hands aflter rn yulation of 40,000 was then
hearing of Ethiopla’s latest ag - Ahioplan

ession.” :
gressijon. Eritrea ﬁpfrw-r] a revised OALU

peace plan last weekend after 12

This had occurred after they
(lavs of indirect talks In

had been “provoked and taunted the

by some Ethioplans.” Algiers. but Ethiopla gave its
The government had taken the lirm acceptance only last
necessary legal steps to ensure  Wednesday.

the safety and security ol The new plan allows for the

deployment of a UN peacekeep-
ing lorce In a security zone
which will extend along the
border 25 km Into Eritrea

Ethiopians that may need it~
the statement added.

The forelgn ministry state-
ment here also warned that

\

UNSC orders all foreign
forces to quit Congo

Ugandans start withdrawing from Kisangani

UNITED NATIONS, June 17 :
The Security Council voted
unanimously Friday for a reso-
lution ordering all foreign
forces out of the Democratic
Republic of Congo. but without
setting a deadline, reports AFP.

The resolution demanded
that Rwanda and Uganda with-
draw all their forces "without
delay” and said other countries
should reciprocate at each stage
of the withdrawal.

The resolution was adopted
in the presence of foreign min -
isters and other officials from
the six African countries and
rebel groups involved in the
DRC conflict.

Rwanda and Uganda support
rebels opposed to President
Laurent Kabila of DRC, while
Angola, Namibia and
Zimbabwe back his three-year-
old regime ;

The six countries signed a
ceasefire agreement in the
Zambian capital, Lusaka, on
July 10 last year, and the rebel
gronps signed it in August.

Fridav's vote concluded two
days ol meetings between coun -
cil members and the political
comnmittee which was set under
the Lusaka accord.

Before closing the final pub-
lic session, the French ambas-
sador to the United Nations and
this month's council president

Jean-David Levitte, 1old the
African participants to “take
three words home with you:

peace, peace and peace.”

The United Nations stood be-
side them in its support for the
Lusaka peace accord, he said,
but the success of the agreement
depended on their political will.

British Ambassador Jeremy
Greenstock was blunter when
speaking to reporters after-
wards.

"We are fed up to the back
teeth with parties saying the,
will impleuwnt agreements and
1ot doing so," he said.

But dlplf}rnals sald that in
private council consultations
Britain and the United States
had opposed demands for set-

ting a deadline on the with-
drawal of Rwandan and
Ugandan forces.

They were unhappy with

putting the onus on Kabila's en -

emies rather than his allies, the
diplomats said.

On Thursday, UusS
Ambassador Richard

Holbrooke said insistence on
the withdrawal of Rwandan-and
U'gandan forces must not de-
tract from those countries’ legit-
unate securily concerns.

Meanmwhile, U gandan troops
began mtlulmum_g_, from the
northeastern Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC) city of
Kisangani on Friday, a
Ugandan military spokesman
told AFP today

The pull out will take seven
days to complete, said armny
Sspokesman  Major Phinehas
Katirima '

"These companies are for
manning the airport and main-
taming securily situation in
Kisangani until deployment of
UN forces," he added.

DPRK proposes Red Cross
talks for family reunions

Koreas to open high-level talks to
discuss follow-up measures

SEOUL, June 17 North
Korea today proposed I]lt two
Koreas hold Red Cross talks to
discuss ways of reuniting sepa-
rated relatives and repatriating
North Korean prisoners to the
North, officials said. reports
AFP

The proposal calls for Red
Cross officials from both coun-
tries to meet this month at the
border truce village of
Panmunjom to discuss "issues
of humanitarian concerns.” Red
Cross officials in the South
said.

South Korean President Kim
Dae-Jung and the North's leader
Kim Jong-Il signed a landmark
agreement in Pyvongyang
‘\\ulm sday which called for the
two Koreas to resolve issues ol
humanitarian concerns

These include the issue ol
relatives separated by the divi-

K11 coup

leader to help draft

new constitution: Military

‘Speight should be declared int’l criminal’

SUVA, June 17 : Fiji's coup
plotters will help draw up a new
constitution, martial law
spokesman Lt-Colonel Filipo
Tarakinikini said here today,
reports AFP L

He said coup leader George
Speight had submitted a list of
potential members of a civilian
sovernment and the military
ound a few of them acceptable.

He said Speight's name was
not on the list.

Tarakinikinl also explicitly
IIH it out military svinpathy for
t

indigenous Fijian cause
proclaimed by Speight.
Just 24-hours after a

Commonwealth Ministerial
Action Group (CMAG) delega -
tHon was assured that the coun -
iry would return to fts 1997
multi-racial constitution, the
military seemingly changed Ha
stance.

Tarakinikini said a new
constitutional review team
would include members of
apelght's coup plotters,

It will have to include mnem -
bers of Speight's group,” he said,

"What matters is the final re -
sult. Where we are starting from
Is unl Lthe relevant Issue.”

Farakinikinl said Speight's

caunse had 1o be given a lalr
he ;!I"lllg
On May 29 Fiji Military

Forces commander Commodore
Voreqe Bainimarama declared
martial law, citing as one rea
son the European Union's
threat that if any member of the
spelght group was In a new gov -
ernment the country's export

sugar preferences would be
abolished.
Tarakinikini sald Saturday

the military had received a list
Friday from Speight proposing
members of the new interim

William's cousin
arrested for
possessing

drugs

LONDON, June 17 : Prince
Willtamn's cousin has been ar-
rested and cautioned for pos -
sessing flruFH, The Sun newspa -
per reported here today, reports
AFP.

Nicholas Knatchbull, son of
Lord and Lady Romsey and
reat randson of Earl
Mountbatten of Burma, was ar -
rested on Thursday with a
(quantity of canuabis. belleved
to have a street value of 35
pounds (56 dollars).

|1

govermment,

“We lound some of the naines
on that list are acceptable to us.
a lew of the names, and we are
looking at that as we draw up a
list of ministers in the interim
administration.’

He denied that this meant the
new government would be unac -
ceptable to the world commu -
nity.

‘We have about 700,000 peo-
ple in this countiy aud ont of
that there is a very linnnted poal
of people we can rely on to serve
i a cabinet,” he said.

Speight's group could not
provide a full cabinet and nor
could the military, he said,

Meanwhile, New Zealand's
Forelgn Affairs Minister Phil

Goff sald today he wants Flji's
coup leader, George Speight, de -
clared an International crimi-
nal,

Gofl sald on his arrival back
in New Zealand from Fiji that
he had instructed his officials
to look at ways of bringing
S]Jt‘l%lll to Justice "in Interna-
tional courts,

"We will be Investigating
whether there Is any action we
can take shounld lhr-s.r set fool
outside Fiji to bring them be-
[ore any International court ot
justice for their act of terror-
Ism."

the Southh 1ol

( ]l__.|[:_"| -

jailed in many
Vears o1 Spving
- The proposal was contained
in a message sent by the head ol
the North Korean Red Cross
Society Jang Jae-On to his
South Korean ounterpart
Chung Won-Shik. It was then
broadcast by two local radio
stations. Chungang (central)
and Radio Pyongyvang

Red Cross organisations of

and South mmst con -
improving 1111er -
and achieving a

the North
iribute to
Korean ties

peaceful reunification without
outside interference by imple-
menting faithfully the North-
South ‘1.*.;”{ ljf[L!I.-.Tl'i'r! the
message said

-i1.'.|,‘_" -~1'|!_'|b_'|t"-h'1 bothh sides
send "|IIJI'!'-III1'H]t‘:'[ i]:r'!!‘;_'.-lllhll.“‘
to Panmunjom

South Korean Red Cross ofti-
cials said they would give a pos

thorities
President Kiim Dae-Jung on
* Saturday said the two Koreas
ire exped ted to allow about 100
PEO] le to see their relatives on
thie other side of the border in
August
Meanwhile North and
Southi Korea will open high-
evel talks in July to discuss
ways of implementing eco-
nomic exchanges and coopera-

tion agreed upon at a landmark
inter-Korean summit, néws re-
ports said today

High-level talks between
the two governments are likely
to take place in July,” the inde-
pendent Hankvoreh daily
quoted Economy and Finance

Minister Lee Hun-Jai as telling
jionrnalists late Friday
Institutional devices such as

imvestmenit
Wwoldance ol

guarantees and
double taxation

S1011 Hf Korea siince 1945, and itive answer to the PI "|I.-‘-.IL ‘i:,hi]t‘l'I'tl'-';]llh-. are necessary {o
the repatriation of dozens ol early next week following dis- bolster investment by South
North Koreans who had been cussions with government au - Korean firms in the North

/

The Leaning Tower
used to try to put 'lht‘ Tower
Tower opened again for a few hours yesterday after years

of restoration works,

f Pisa i1s framed between the drills
straight again Friday,

The

Italian ballerina Carla Fraccl was
the patroness of the symbolic reopening.

— AFP photo
\

Filipino child
hostages freed

ZAMBOANGA., Philippines,

June 17 : Five Fllipino « hildren
held hostage by Muslim rebels
sinnce March were Ireed todayv

after they were swapped for rel-

atives (-i' one of the glu‘[lilld
leaders, the military said, re-
ports AFP

Military Southern

Command chief Major General
Diomedio Villanueva said the
swap was made early “ﬁatuniﬂx
in the town of Patikul on Jolo
island south of here

The release was unrelated to
another hostage crisis in Jolo
where Abu Sayyaf Muslim
rebels are holding 21 hostages
from Germany, France,
Finland. South Africa,
Lehanon, Malavsia and the
Philippines

Kuomintang
elects Lien as
new chairman

TAIPEIL June 17 : Taiwan's
Kuomintang (KMT) congress to-
day elected Lien Chan as new
chalrman amid violent protests
lrom party members demand-
ing the expulsion of former
chairmman Lee Teng-hui, reports
AFP.

Lien, KMT acting chairman
antd former vice prnuirnt gar -
nered 94 .8 percent, or 1.597 of
1.684 votes cast in the 1.992.
member party congress, which
opened today.

\ |




