Storms lash 3 dists:
1 killed in Gopalganj

GOPALGANJ, June 16: A
man was killed and 20 others
injured during a nor'wester in
five upazilas here recently, re-
ports UINB.

The man whose name could
not be know was killed in a
Hghtning at Sadullah village
during the storm.

In another incident, goods
worth about Tk 2 lakh were

tted in a fire at a shop in

ngi Bazaar.

The fire originated from a

streak of llg]htnlng durin% the
arge

norwester also toppled a
number of trees and damaged
thatched houses In Kashiaundi,
Kotalipara and Uthtipara ar-
eas.

Our Gaibandha correspon-
dent says : A severe tornado
which blew over seven unions
under Sunderganj upazila
caused havoc,

Hundreds of huts raged to the
ground uprooting innumerable
trees. Tin-shed roofs of many
dwelling houses were blown
away due to high velocity of
wind. At least seven persons
sustained injuries under the
collapsed houses.

TLE affected areas are
Kanchtibari, Santirm,
Chandipur, Belka. Six shops
including local Awami League

office at Dhupnl bazar were
damaged completely. Besides,
Abdul Hafiz Dakhil Madrasha,
Dhupni Boys' and Girls’ College
were also affected partially. One
pucca structure of Abdul Quddus
collapsed.

Standing crops on a vast
tract of land in the affected ar-
eas raged to the ground. Shelter-
less people have been suflering
under the open sky.

Our Faridpur correspondent
says: A nor'wester that swept
over Nagarkanda, Madhukhali,
Boalmari and sadar thana re-
cently injured at least 50 per-
sons, damaged 500 Kkutcha
dwelling houses and standing
crops on a vast tract of land.,

agarknada thana staff
quarters was partially dam-
aged.

Big trees were uprooted and
electric poles broke down dis-
rupting electricity supply for
about 24 hours.

However, the employees of
the electricity department re-
stored electricity iIn the dis-
rupted area working round the

clock.

The worst affected areas in-
clude Ishan Gopalpur Union
under sadar thana, Moinda
Market under Boalmari thana
and Banga bazaar under
Bhanga thana.

Indefinite strike by DPHE
employees in Rajshahi

NATORE, June 16: An indef-
inite strike by low-grade em-
ployees has plunged the Ra-
jshahi circle of Department of

Public Health Engineering
(DPHE) into a deep crisis, re-
ports UNB.

Unions of Class Three and
Four Employees in six districts
of the DPHE Rajshahi circle
went on the non-stop strike on
April 17 demanding removal of
Executive Engineer, Rajshali,
Monjurur Rahman for his al-
leged involvement in corrup-
tion and misuse of power.

The six districts under the
circle are Rajshahi, Natore,
Chapainawabganj. Naogaon,
Pabna and Sirajganj.

The union leaders here al-
leged that the executive engineer
was trying to suspend some
DPHE employees from its Ra-
jshahi office in a bid to consol-
idate his power apart from in-
dulging in corruption.

Meanwhile, a high-powered
teamm from Dhaka visited Ra-
jshahi and investigated the
complaints brought against

Monjurur Rahman by some
contractors.

Although he is not on leave,
Rahman refrained from attend-
ing his office for the last one-
and-a hall inonths in the face ol
the movement.

On April 29, the union lead-
ers had called off their strike
when the DPHE Chief Engineer
rushed to Rajshahi from Dhaka
and assured them of taking nec-
essary action against Rahman.

As days kept passing without
any action against Rahman, the
union leaders again went on
work abstention on May 21.

When contacted, Monjurur
Rahman said he was the victim
of a deep-rooted conspiracy.
"Some vested quarters were try-
ing to disrupt the DPHE activi-
ties as | did not accept their ille-
gal demands.” he said.

Confirming the deadlock in
the DPHE in Rajshahi region
Executive Engineer of its Natore
office Abul Hossain said works
on various development pro-
jects were being hampered ¢
to the strike,
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A handful of students mar

academic hife of the rest

CU VC tells freshers at the university

From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. June ] :Chit-
tagong University Vice-Chan-
cellor Professor Abdul Mannan
said that the unrest atmosphere
created by a handful of students
mar the academic life of most
other students and also results
in untoward incidents. He
called upon all concerned to
remain alert against such dis-
ruptive activities and identify
those engaged in them '

Pro-VC Abu Yusuf reiterated
his words

Both the VC and Pro-VC were
addressing the freshers recep-
tion and welfare ceremony of
Botani Department at gallerv

No fire station
in 32 upazillas
in Barisal div
From Staff Correspondent
BARISAL. .June 1 Thirty-
two upazillas out of 38 in six
southern district under Barisal
division have no [ire station,
although frequent fire incidents
take place throughout the year,
particularly in the summer.
The fire brigade station at
the divisional headquarters
lacks modern equipment. Offi-
cial sources, however, said a de-
cision has been taken to set up
fire stations at Banaripara,
Gournadi, Bakerganj, Nazirpur
and Kaukhali upazillas of
Barisal and Pirojpur districts.
According to fire brigade
sources, 32 people were Killed,
nearly 683 others injured and
properties worth of about Tk
1.50 crore gutted in 194 fire in-
cidents in Barisal, Patuakhali,
Jhalakathi, Pirojpur, Bhola
and Barguna districts last year.

Chaghot river to
be re-excavated

RANGPUR, June 16: The Wa-
ter Development Board will re-
excavated the Ghaghot river in
Gangachara upazila under the
district during the current dry
season, reports BSS.

A source with Rangpur Water
Development Board sald about
1000 metric tons of wheat had
been sanctioned for the work.
The work on the scheme will
start soon.

Another report adds: Repair
and recoustruction work of the
Teesta river embankment was
completed recently by the Water
Development Board.

The work stretching about
20 kilometers of the embank-
ment covered Kaunia, Gan-

achara and Jaldhaka upazilas.

ine hundred eighty
tons of wheat and Taka 31 lakh
in cash were spend on the
scheme.

The wheat was provided nn-
der the World Food Programne
while the cash money was allo-

cated by the government.

/ /
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No. | of Science faculty as the
chicl guest and special guest re-
spectively recentl

VC Abdnl Mannan said that
university is a place for impart-
ing knowledge among students
and not for violence. Students
come from remote corners of
the country to acquire knowl-
edge.

A subsidy of about 23 thou-
sand taka spent on each stu-
dent, he said, yet many return
home as dead bodies instead of
a successfully educated human
being. This is very shocking
and heart rending, the VC said

Presided over by the depart-
mental chairman Mostafa Ka-
ma«l Pasha, the ceremony was
also addressed by science fac-
ulty dean Prof A Majid.

At the ceremony. Prof Md
Nurul Anowar and Md Quamrul
Huda were also given receptions
for joining the Micro-biology
departinent as the president
and Botany department as a
teacher respectively.

Sabyasachi wants
to join Army

From Staff Correspondent |

BARISAL, June 16: Saby-
asachi Talukder, Cadet No-947
of Barisal Cadet College secured
15th position in the combined
merit list from sclence group In

the SSC examination under
Jessore Education Board this
year,

He obtained 917 marks in to-
tal with 8 letters in Bengali,
Physics, Chemlistry, Blology, G
Math, E Math, Religious Studies
and Social Science.

His father Aroop Talukdar is
a journalist, now working as a
staff correspondent of The
Dally Star.

His mother Dr. Sonall Sen
Gupta is a doctor, now serving
ns held and Family Planning
Officer (THFPO) at sadar thana
in Barisal.

Sabyasachi likes to play
cricket and volley ball. He
played in his college team. He
also likes to read books of varl-
ous tvpes in lelsures.

Sabyasachi wants to be an
army officer. He Is the youngest
son of his parents,
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NAOGAON, June 16: Despite
havln‘g a bumgcr production of
IRRI-Boro paddy, a silent de-
syalr and gloom cast on minds
of the farmers of 16 northern
districts, including Naogaon,
due to lack of fair price of their
produces, reports LUINB,

Agriculiure Extension De-
partment sources sald IRRI-
Boro paddy on 42 lakh acres of
land were cultivated in 16
northern districts as against
the total target of 39 lakh acres.

The production from the
acreage Is estimated at 45 lakh
metric tons in terms of rice.
The quantity Is seven times
higher than that of the govern-
ment target,

But paddy Is being sold in the
local markets In the northern
districts at Tk 200-210 per
maund, less than the produc-
tion cost,

To give price support the
government ordered to launch
procurement drive from April
20 through 161 centres in the
region at a rate of Tk 307.92 per
maund of dedyn

Local farmers alleged that
Food Department is yet to take
any step to procure rice and
paddy barring a few centres,

When contracted the offi-
cials said they are not in a posi-
tion to launch the procurement
drive due to lack ol space in
food godowns.

Meanwhile, most of the
sharecroppers and marginal
farmers are compelled to sell
their paddy at throwaway price
to meet their household de-
mands and repay the loan,
which they borrowed during
lean period.

A farmer Ashraf All said
failing to sell his produces at
the local food godown he sold
his paddy at a local market at a

| price less than the production

cost.
Taking the advantage, a sec-

| tion of hoaders started stock-

| piling paddy to make a windfall
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A report from Thakurgaon

. says: Beleaguered farmers in

five upazilas of Thakurgaon
district are expecting a bumper
yroduction of Boro paddy on the
yack of fair weather this sea-
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- Agriculture oflicials safd
there is every possibility that
the paddy output would surpass
its target of 1.40 laklgits,

They sald some 37,000
hectares of land were brought
under Boro cultivation here
this season.

They attribute the possible
bumper output to proper irriga-
tion factlities, timely supply of
quality seeds, fertilisers and
pesticides to the farmers by lo-
cal agriculture office. ‘

If this is a good news, the bacl
news is that the farmers are not
ﬁettmg fair price ol their pro-

uces.

Paddy price continues to
fall due to delay In launching
government's grain procure-
ment drive.

The paddy procurement
drive could not vet be started, as
most godowns have no space to
store grains as those are satu-
rated with previous year's
grains.

The government has a plan
to procure 3,535 tons of paddy
and 22,156 tons of rice from
here, the officlals said.

Meanwhile, harvesting ol

addy is going on in full swing
ere.,

A mcm%c from Panchagarh
says : Following favourable
weather, farmers in the five
upazilas of Panchagarh district
are expecting bumper produc-
tion of Boro paddy this season.

Agricultural Extension De-
partinent set a production tar-

et of 43,173 mts of paddy from
4,940 hectares of land this
year.

AED sources said they took
some necessary steps to in-
crease the production by pro-
viding training to the farmers
about modern cultivation pro-
cess and encouraging them to
bring more land under Boro cul-
tivation.

As a result there was a less
pest attack on the crop in com-
parison to the previous years
aungmenting the production.

Deputy Director of AED salid
farmers successfully adopted
the Integrated Pest Manage-
ment (IPM) techniques, which
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gave good results in controlling
pest.

BSS from Kurigram says : A
record bumper yield of Boro
crop has been achieved in Kuri-
gram district this year,

Harvesting of tl?;e crop Is ex-
pected to be completed by the
second week of the current
month throughout the district.

According AED, a target of
gmd"“"l} 1.79,373 tonnes of

oro rice from a total of 63,330
hectares was fixed here for this
vear. It included cultivation of
high vielding variety on 60.810
hectares and local variety on
2.520 hectares, But the farmers
brought a total of 68,685
hectares under Boro cultivation
this year in all the nine upazi-
las here, which surpassed the
target by 5.355 heclares, As a
result, the production becomes
more than the target, nearly at
15,000 tones of rice,

Deputy Director of AED, Ab-
dur Rouf told that favourable
climatic condlitions. early rain-
fall, no incident of pest attack
and above all. enthusiasm
among the larmers helped
achieve a bumper production
of Boro crop this year. Thongl
there were  heavy rainfalls
from May 25 to 30, during the
peak harvesting season. the
production was not affected, he
added.

The farmers, on the other-
hand, alleged that they were
not getting fair prices of their
produces. They requested the
government to refix the pro-
curement target to 20,000 tones
for both paddy and rice. They
also requested to make the pro-
curement process easier to en-
able the farmers to sell their
produce directly to the govern-
ment's procurement. authori-
ties at better prices,

Local agriculture experts
opined that the government
should purchase more and more
Boro crops directly from the
farmers at every union
parishad headquarters, instead
of all nine upazila headquar-
ters, to enable the farmers get-
ting fair price.

Our Faridpur Correspondent
reports : The bumper vield of
IRRI-Boro paddy has been
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achleved in eight npazilas here
durlng the current season.

According to AED sonrces.
total of 32,340 hectares ol land
were bmugl!llt under IRRI-Horo
farming with a target to produce
90131 tonnes of paddy here.

Upazila-wise break-up of
cultivation and production tar-
Fnt of paddy Is as follows: 6045
1ectares of land were brought
under the cultivation with a
target to produce 16,706 tonnes
of paddy in sadar upazila, 730
hectares to produce 1,726
tonnes in Char Bhadrasan up-
azila, 8,630 hectares to produce
24,177 tonnes in Nagarkanda
upazila, 2,050 hectares to pro-
duce 4,925 tonnes in Sadarpur
upazila, 5,535 hectares to pro-
duce 15,822 tonnes in Bhanga
upazila, 3,075 hectares to pro-
duce 8,790 tonnes In Mad-
hukhali upazila, 4,470 hectares
to produce 12,759 tonnes in
Boalmari upazila and 1,805
hectares to produce 5,226
tonnes of paddy in Alfadanga
upazila.

Some of the farmers under
sadar upazila told this corre-
spondent that the bumper vield
ol the paddy has been possible
in the season owing 1o
favourable climatic condition.

Our Kushtia correspondent
reports: Prices of rice have reg-
Istered a slight fall with the ar-
rival of new Boro rice in the
markets here.

Some traders told this cor-
respondent that the prices
would come down further with
adequate supply of rice In the
markets. Coarse rice s being
sold at Tk 13.00 per Kg as
against Tk 14.50 per Kg a month
ago. fine variety of rice in being
sold at Tk 16 per Kg as against
Tk 18 per Kg a month ago.

It may be mentioned here
that there has been a good har-
vest of Boro paddy this year in
spite of various odds faced by
the farmers. They suffered cri-
sls of seeds and fertilisers in
times of need. Recent cyclonic
storm whicii swept over Kushtia
caused substantial loss of paddy
but as the production was
bumper farmers could sustain
the loss.
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Police also arrested 12

Ban

Barendra re-maille

ported.

ing, reports UNB.

fore long.

Three hurt in clash

PATUAKHALI, June 16: A dispute over a trivial matter be-
tween two families in Sadar upazila ended in a bloody attack
that left three people. including a baby girl, injured on Thurs-

day, reports UNB.

The injured were identified as Barek Farazi. Minara Begum
and their four-month-old baby Kona of village Pangasia. Fan-
ily sources said Idris Farazi and Mazid
Barek. allegedly attacked Barek's family following a brawl over
plucking black berries. The injured were admitted (o a local

hospital
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Non-smoking zone

COMILLA, June 16: Local Sarak Bhaban has been declareq
non-smoking zone, indicating that a big%r success in antj.
smoking campalgn is not far away, reports UNB

The decision was taken at a meeting
Sarak Circle (R&H) Executive Engineer on June 1. The office was
declared as noun-smoking zone after officers, employees angd
contractors at the meeting promised to give up smoking. Later
an anti-smoking rally was brought in the town. '

BCL dist unit dissolved

KISHOREGANJ, June 16: The executive cominittee of BCL
district unit was dissolved on Saturday due to alleged infight-

in th;f: office of loea]

A full-fledged new executive commitiee of the district unit of
pro-Awami League Chhatra League would be announced soon,
party sources sald. New committees for its town and Guru Da
Government College units are also likely to be announced be-

arazi, cousins of

Drugs, firearms recovered |

COMILLA, June 16 Drugs worth about Tk 6.5 lakh and !E
Hiearms were recovered In various drives across the distryey |
i lnF the months of April and May, repo

l people during
fncluded 3,638 bottles of phensi
GO lters of homemade wine an
Liemp. The recovered arms Included two revolvers, one pi
three LGs and 15 rounds of bullet, according to police.

Mistake of postal workers

JAMALPUR, June (6. A letter, malled from Madina city of
Saudl Arabla to a person In Sherpur district, recently reached a
wrong man in Jamalpur, reports UNB.

The letter was sent from Madina by an expatriate
gladeshi to Abdur Razzak in Nalitabari upazila of
but it was delivered to Barendra Chandra
Bazar In Sadar upazila of Jamalpur on May 22. However
the letter to its original receiver Abdur Rﬂi-
zak. It's not only the one instance of harrowing mistakes of gy,
postal workers. Each and everyday such incidents take place jn
the country due to negligence of the postmen, but those go unre.

Sundari wood recovered

BAGERHAT, June 16: Mongla Thana Police recovered 30
pieces of Sundari timbers worth about Taka forty thousand
from a boat on the Chila Boiddamari river on Saturdayv night,

reports BSS.

JHENIDAH, June 16: The
cadets of Jhenidah Cadet Col-
lege (JCC) have shown their best
performances in SSC exaniina-
tion under Jossore board this
year,

A total of 47 candidates ap-
peared in the examination and
all of them secured letter marks
and secured first division.

Two hundred ninety-five let-
ter marks were secured by the
talents this yvear, according to
Jhenidah Cadet College author-
ities

Eleven candidates bagged
first, second. fourth and eight
other positions in the combined
merit list while two other can-

'\ didates stood in the Humanities

|
I
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B M Farid Rahman cadet

| number 1820 of Jhenidah Cadet
| (TDIIEFE stood first in the com-

bined merit list from Jessore
board this vear. He secured 943
marks with nine letters in
Bangla, English, Mathematics.
Islamic Religion, Higher Math-
ematics, General Science,
Physics, Chemistry and Kar-
mamukhi Shikkha.

Usually Farid read for eight

- hhours daily. His hobby is read-

ing of books and periodicals. He
walits to join the Army.

His father Atiar Rahman is
an Assistant Professor in a gov-
ernment college.

Cadet Fahad Igbal Palash ol
Jhenidah Cadet College stood
second in the combined merit
list from Jessore board this

year.

Fahad bagged 942 marks

. with nine letters in Bangla, En-

jlish, Mathematics, Islamic
eligious, Higher Mathematics,
General Science, Physics,

Chemistry and Biology.
Fahad usually read for eight

| hours dally. His hobby is read-

ing books. He wants to join the
Army. His father Nasir Uddin iIs
a health worker in Health De-
partment at Chougacha in Jes-
sore district.

Ashique Igbal, Roll 139659
of Jhenidah Cadet College stood
fourth in the combined merit
list securing 929 wmarks. He
bagged letter mnarks in Bangla,
English. Mathematics, Islamic
Religion, Higher Mathematics,
General Science, Physics,
Chemistry and Karmamukhi
Shikkha.

[ghal usually read for eight
hours dally. His father Osman
Mia is a lawver our Jhenidah.
He is also a sportsman. He
wants to join the Arimy.

Hasan Mohammad Farabi
stood eighth seccuring 925
marks. He secured letter marks
in Bangla, English, Mathemat-
ics, Iﬁhunir Religion, Higher
Mathematics. Physics, Chenn-

istry and Karmamnmuh
Shikkha. His Roll Nuimla
139661 .

Usually Farabl read tor elght

hours daily and his hobby (s
reading books.
His father Abdul Motalib is

ai engineer (n a private farm in

Dhaka. Farabi wants to join the
Army.

Andalib and Ehteshum of

Jhenidah Cadet College fointly

stood 11th In the combined

mierit st securing 922 marks.
Andalib whose Roll Number

| Iz 139660 bagged elght letter

Jessore Board SSC exam

K -]

Top row (Left-Right) Farid, F

13 top positions

From Delwar Kabir

.r--d-. ad

Forhad, Farhan, Momin, Ibrahim, Rashed, Jikrul.

marks in English, Mathemat-
ics, Islamic Religion. lligher
Mathematics, General Scicnce,
Physics, Chemistry and Biol-
ogy. His hobby is reading and
aimnbition is to serve the nation
joining the Army.

Andalib’s father Lieutenant
Colonel Jahid Mahmud resides
of New Elephant Road in
Dhaka.

Ehteshum of JCC Roll Num-
ber 139644 bagged letter mnarks
in Bangla, English, Mathemat-
ics, Islamic Religion. Higher
Mathematics, Physics, Chem-
istry and Biology.

His father Khan Afjal Hos-
sain is an officer in Sonali
Bank at Khulna.

Ehteshum’s hobby is reading
books and he desires to join the
Army.

Farhad, bearing Roll Num-
ber 139649 stood 12th in the
combined merit list securing
921 marks and bagged letter
marks in English, Mathemat-
ics, Islamic Religion, Higher
Mathematics, General Science,
Physics, Chemistry and Biol-
OgYy.

Farhad's hobby Is reading
books and his ambition is to
join the Army. His father Mo-
hammad Farid Hossain is a
Master Operator at Palash Urea
IFertiliser Factory at Narsingdi.

Farhan of JCC Roll Number
139663 stood 13th in the com-
bined merit list in SSC examl-
nation under Jossore board this
vear. He secured 920 marks
bagging letter marks In Bangla,
Mathematics, Islamic Religion,
Higher Mathematics, Physics,
Chemistry and Karmamukhi
Shikkha.

IF'arhan usually read for
eiohit hhours daily. His hobby is
It -'Illillg books.

His father Jamil Rathan is a
senfor bank official while
mother is a teacher in Jhenidah
Cadet College. He wants to join
the Army.

Tanvir of JCC Roll Number
139656 stood 16th in the com-
bined merit list.

IHe secured 916 marks and
bagged letter marks In English,
Mathematics, Islamic Religion,
Higher Mathematics, General
Sclence, Physics, Chemistry

and Karmamukhi Shikkha.

Tanvirs is a sports man he
desire to joint the Army. His fa-
ther Major Mohamunad kamal
Uddin serves in the Armv at
BDR Headquarter at Pilkhana
in Dhaka.

Cadet Ibrahim of JCC Roll
Number 139677 stood 17th in
combined merit list.

He bagged 915 marks with
letter marks in English, Math-
ematics, Islamic Religion, Gen-
eral Science, Higher Mathemat-
ics, Physics, Chemistry and
Karmamukhi Shikkha.

[brahim’s hobby is reading
books, and stamp collection. He
desire to join the Army.

His father Shahadat Hossain

serves in the Public Works
Department in Dhaka.
Abdul Momin Arzu ol

Saillkupa Pilot High School in
Jhenidah jolntly stood 17th in
the combined merit list in SSC
examination from Jassore
board this year. Arzu secured
915 marks bagging letter marks
in English, Mathematics, Is-
lamic Religion, Physics, Chem-
istry, Biology and Elective
Mathematics.

Usually he read for seven
hours dalily. His hobby is play-
ing cricket and his favourite
cricketer Is Saveed Anwar of
Pakistan. He wants to be doctor
to serve the distressed human-
being.

Arzu’'s father M A Kashem is
a teacher in Sailkupa Pilot
High School.

Talking to this correspon-
dent he told that students
should participate in politics
after completion of student life.

Cadet Jikrul of JCC stood
20th in the combined merit list
in SSC examination,

He secured 912 marks and
letter marks in English, Math-
ematics, Islamic Religion,
Physics, Chemistry, Biology
and Karmamukhi Shikkha.

Jikrul's hobby is reading
and practicing musical instru-
ments. He wants to join the
Ay,

His father Khondokar Abul
Kalam is a Principal Officer of
Janata Bank of Khulna.

Cadet Hasan Md Tanvir
Mah{nud. Roll Number 306759

Jhenidah Cadet College captures
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stood 8th in the Humanities
Group in SSC examination se-
curing 854 marks. Mahmud
bagged letter marks in English,
Mathematics, Islamic Religion.
General Science, Geography and
Karmamukhi Shikkha. His
hobby is reading books. He
wants to join the Army. Mah-
mud’s father Aktar Hossain is
the Manager of Agrani Bank at
Jessore,

Cadet Rashed of JCC stood
18th in the Humanities Group
securing 832 marks. He bagged
letter marks in English, Math-
ematics, General Science, Geog-
raphy and Karmamukhui
Shikkha. His hobby is reading
books.

He loves pames andd Sports.
He wants to join the Army to
serve the nation. '

Rashed is the son of late

AKM Reazul Islam at HSS road |

in Jhenidah town,
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Marriage without
registration up
in Cox’s Bazar

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR, June 16 Most
marriages are bring

ol the
solemnised without registra-
tions in rural areas in the dis-
Irict. Parents and guardians of
brides and grooms are reluctant
to pay marriage registration

fees. The trend has increased in

recenl years.

In most cases, marriages are
being solemnised without regis-
trations in the rural areas as
marrin%e registrars often
charge "high’, local people said.

According to unofficial es-
timate, at least 55 per cent mar-
riages are being solemnised
without registrations in the
poverty stricken areas.

Women are the sufterers of
practices. Men divorce their
wives at their will in absence ot
registrations. Once divorced,
the women have little or no ac-

cess to getting linancial support ‘

from former husbands.

The boat carrying the timbers was left by smugglers when the
palice on patrol duty gave it a hot chase.

tion of Panchagarh
[3SS.

Locals said

disturbing his dau

connection.

NETRAKONA, June I6:

ports UNB.

movement.”

ports BSS.

tion of two colle
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Construction work progressing

PANCHAGARH. June|t;:The Fucilities Departinent under the
Ministry of Education is implementing a scheme of construe-
Government Mohila College Hostel, reports

The work costs Taka 56 lakh. Official source said, about 95

Et‘l’ cent work has already been completed and the rest work will

€ completed by the current month. The residential problem of
the girl students will be solved after completion of the work.

Old man beaten to death

NAOGAON, June 16: An old man in Sadar upazila was beaten
o death allegedly by his neighbours as he rebuked them for
teasing his daughter on Thursday, reports UNB.
sir Uddin, 50, of Kharapara was killed by two
youths of his neighbouring house as he reprimanded them for

' ter Merina, 15, on way to her school. A case
was filed with the local police station against five people in this

'‘Opposition cheating people'

Local Government Minister Zillur
Rahman today said the opposition parties have no scope to cre-
ate any issues on the proposed national budget, rather they
should hail the government for presenting a well-defined and
people-oriented budget for ensuring country's development, re-

The minister was addressing a public meeting at Madan up-
azila on Friday. All social sectors, including education. health.
power, conumunication, environment protection. poverty alle-
viation and development of rural infrastructure. were given
priority in the new budget to ineet peoples' basic needs, the
minister said. He said the BNP leader was not joining the par-
liament out of her vindictive mentality. Zillur saig
“They (oppositions) are cheating the people in the name of

adding:

Sanction for development

BARISAL, June 165:The government has sanctioned Taka
1.68,00,000 for the construction and development of five non-
government colleges in three upazillas here in this fiscal. re-

According to Facilities office sources, the projects to be fm-
plemented include the extension of three

colleges and construc-

ges here. The institutions are: Bagda High

School and College in Agailjhara Upazilla. Charkalekhan
Adarsha College in Muladi

Syed Azizul Huq College in
dur Rab Serniabat Col

pazilla. Dhamura Degree College,
Wazirpur Upazilla and Shahid Ab-
€ge in Agailjhara Upazilla.

farmers in grip
of panic

BSCIC site selection teams visit spot

From Hossain Seraj

MAGURA, June 16: Frustra-

. tion gripped the poor farmers of

Laxmikandar village in Sadar

' upazila as Bangladesh Small

and Cottage Industries Corpora-
tion (BSCIC) here has planned
to take up a scheme for estab-
lishing ‘industrial state' on
their land.

The lands on which the in-
dustrial state has been planned
are the only source of their in-
come.

Laxmikandar is a village
under the Sadar upazila, about
lwo Kilometers off Magura
tow1,

Investigations
most of the people In
Laxmikandar village are
marginal farmers and a few of
them have limited lands. So
many of them are engaged as
share croppers. Now they culti-
vate all kinds of vegetables
round the year avoiding usual
farming of main crops like
paddy, jute and sugarcane, as
vegetables cultivation has
changed their lot. Meanwhile,
the authorities have already
completed then survey work at
Laxmikandar area under Par-

revealed,

- nanduali manza. Following the

survey, the villagers are wor-
ried about their future. They
have already submitted appli-
cations to the chalrman of
BSCIC as well as to the Deputy

Commissioner (DC) of Magura,
requesting abandonment of the
scheme on their lands .

When contacted AKM
Rafiqul Islam, the DC of
Magura admitted that the poor
farmers of Laxmikandar mel
him and requested not to ac
quire their lands for the estale.
During land-acquisition rele:
vant law and opinion of the [o-
cal people will get due lmpor
tance. he said.

On various occasions the
Laxmikandar farmers were re
warded in the district and up-
azila agricultural fairs for their
improved agricultural m:tfut.

At least 60 per cent of total
vegetables in Magura hat
bazaars are bein% supplicd by
the farmers of
village.

The marginal fanners here
fear joblessness if the estate IS
established.

Farmers of the village
named Anandakumar Biswas
got a profit of Taka 16,000 in
cultivating vegetables on a plot
of one bigha last year.

Meanwhile, the

Deputy
Manager of Magura BSCIg Hg
Avub Ali said that three teams

from Dhaka came here to se

land for the industrial tal"f'- |
l«‘ *l-.-:

! .
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