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EUROPERAN FOOTBRALL
CHAMPIONSHIP

Molina costs Spain dear,

brilliant Yugoslav rally

European Champlonship and
then set another first when he
awarded a freekick against
Mvhre for the new six-second
rule - the Norwegian had held
onto the ball for nine seconds.

Fran and Fernando Hierro
worked the freekick but fatled
to get the ball past the wall with
Salgado failing to convert the
rebound.

YUGOSLAVIA 3 - SLOVENIA 3

CHARLEROI: The match saw
Slovenia dominate a Suppos-
edly superior Yugoslavia for
over an hour.

Slovenia, one of the coun-
tries that was created when Yu-
goslavia fragmented in the
early 1990s, gave their foot-
balling ex-compatriots a lesson
with some scintillating loot-
ball. |

Zahovic was In the thick ol
things opening the scoring in
the first half with a fine header
and missing a glorious chance
to make it 2-0.

But after the interval Yu-
goslavia seemed to be losing the
plot completely. _

Pavlin headed home a Za-
hovic freekick before a dreadiul

Milosevice, who had replaced
Darko Kovacevie, pulled one
back from close range belore
Drulovie had time and space to
place his shot past Mladen Da-
banovic,

Milosevic completed the
comeback with another shot
from inside the six-vard box.

Zahovic and Milosevic are
now joint top of the tournament
goalscorers standings with two
apliece,

Amazingly Boskov felt his
team could have pulled off a vic-
tory.

"We started badly," sald 69-
year-old Boskov in arguably the
understatement of the tourna-
ment so far. "It's a mystery to
me how the team managed to
wake up like that but 5-utlﬁltnly
they began to play, to go for-
ward and eventually get the
equaliser.”

His Slovenian counterpart
Srecko Katanec blamed lack of
experience for his team's late
collapse.

"Obviously it Is very disap-
pointing to concede three goals
after Mihajlovic was sent off."
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Press picks on
Camacho’s
men

MADRID, June 14(AFP): The

Spanish press blasted its foot-
ballers Wednesday after Jose
Camacho's men once again
failed to produce the goods at a
major champlonships.
- 'Spain blows |t again in the
first round,” lamented El Pais
on its front page. "History re-
peats itself."

Another blast after a blun-
der by goalkeeper Jose Molina
led to a 0-1 loss to unfancied
Norway at the Euro 2000 finals

in Rotterdam came f[rom EI
Mundo.
"A Second Division goal-

Keeper, a Second Division
Spain.” ran its headline.

That was a not too subtle ref-
erence to the fact that Molina's
club Atletico Madrid were rele-
sated from Spain's top division
ast season,

"Spain, as usual: awful,” said
Diario 16. "Spain are not up to
the mark.,"” said ABC,

Taking a swipe at coach Jose

Antonio Camacho, the
Barcelona dalily Vanguardia
headlined "Camacho ship-

wrecked in the fjords."

Madrid sports dally As re-
flected on the irony of the defeat

coming on Tuesday the 13th, for

the superstitious in Spain a day

of bad luck, a day to be avoided.

Spain once more were touted

as one of the favourites for the

Euro 2000 title after an impres-
sive qualifying campaign

2000 _
England coaching staff hit back !

SPA, Belgium, June 14: The
England coaching stalf vehe-
mently denled accusations on
Wednesday that their poor tac-
tical strategy was the reason
behind Monday's 3-2 defeat by
Portugal.

During a hostile 30-minute
inquisition by the English
press, Les Reed, coach Kevin
Keegan's tactical adviser, ad-
mitted the strategy against the
Portuguese had failed. -

But he hit back at the sugges-
tion that the coaches were re-
sponsible for what many ob-
servers have described as a ‘lac-
tical flasco’, saving that the
players themselves [f]ad stmply

lost the man-to-man battle on
the day,

Reed also denied reports that
England's senlor players were
in revolt over the tactics which
saw England field just one de-
fensive midfielder, Paul Ince.
against Portugal's five-man
midfield, allowing Luls Figo
and Rul Costa to wreak havoc,

‘| am not aware of any rift in
the England camp,” sald Reed. "I
certainly haven't heard any of
the players blaming the tactics.

“What is true is that the phi-
losophy in the England camp Is
to let t?;e players have their say.
We actively encourage their
feedback and input.”
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Reed sald the coaching staff
had sent a number of messapes
out onto the pitch after England
had blown tﬁeir two-goal lead
against Portugal, but thal the
momentuim ol the opposition
made it difficult for England to
wrest back control ol the gane.

‘s like a boxing mateh .-
saidd Reed. "It a boxer gers
knocked back on his heels, he
knows he's got to get off the
ropes or he will be beaten, byt
sometimes he just can't becayse
of his opponent's attacks. It was
like that on Monday.”

“I thought we did well to kee
getting forward, but unfortu-
nately we were not so good ap
breaking them up.

"We sent on a lot of messages
but you can't allow for how the
plavers will respond. mentally
and emotionally. ;

"At the end of the day, it is
teani versus team, man versus
man. Once the plavers cross the
line onto the pitch, there s a
limit to how much the coaches
can do. In the heat of the battle,
circumstances are changing the
whole time.

“We had a number of options
before and during the match but
we thought our plan to attack
the Portuguese and to continue
attacking them once they
fought back was the right one.”

While absolving the coaches
of any responsibility, Reed was
also keen to stress that the
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_ players were not to blame ei-
England manager Kevin Keegan listens while team

ther, prompting one journalist
to ask "who then was to blame?”

which saw them win seven out
of eight and score 42 goals for
just five against,
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FATAL MISJUDGMENT:

Towering Norwegian striker

Steffen Iversen(L) takes advantage and heads to score as
Spanish custodian Francisco Molina mis-reads the flight
of the ball during their Group C match at Rotterdam on

June 13.

BRUSSELS, June 14: Norway
sat proudly on top of Group C
Tuesday after a 1-0 victory over
Spain at Rotterdam as the Euro
2000 formbook was torn 1o
shreds, reports AFP.

A solitary goal from Steffen
Iversen, after a dreadful gaffe
from Spanish keeper Francisco
Molina, gave the Scandina-
vians pole position in the Group

—AFP photo

Panathinaikos

Mykland said: As a team we

love each other both on and off
the pitch! We have a wonderful
spirit and we play as a very
solid unit making it difficult
for teams to break us down - we
are hard to play against.”

But Norway's victory was in

part due to a dreadful clanger
from Molina, a surprise choice

BRUSSELS, June 14: Euro
2000 finals scorers after Tues-
day's matches:-

2 - Zlatko Zahovic (Slo),

Savo Milosevic (Yug)

1 - Bart Goor (Bel), Emile

Mpenza (Bel), Johan Mjallby
(Swe), Filippo Inza
tonio Conte (Ita), Okan Buruk
(Tur),
Thierry Henry (Fra), Sylvain
Wiltord (Fra), Frank de Boer
(Ned), Viorel Moldovan (Rom),
Mehmet Scholl (Ger), Paul Sc-
holes (Eng), Steve McManaman

i (Ita), An-

Laurent Blanc (Fra),

spokesman Steve Double answers to questions from the

media at Spa on June 13.

—AFP photo

‘| am not blaming the play-
ers at all.,” he said.

VAALS, Netherlands, Juue
14: German coach Erich
Ribbeck is coming under a bar-
rage of criticism for sticking by
the world's most capped player,
Lothar Matthaeus, in the Ger-
man team at the Euro 2000 fi-
nals.

But Ribbeck insisted
Wednesday that if the 39-year-
old former skipper is fully fit,
he will be a factor in the crunch
Group A game against England
in Charleroi on Saturday.

"There are still four days be-
fore the England game and I

Saturdayv.” said Ribbeck

Matthaeus was substituted
after 77 minutes in the 1-1 draw
against Romania.

"However 1 am working on
the basis that he will be in bet-
ter shape, I hope that the other
players will see for themselves
in training that he is on top
form.

"Lothar is under a great deal
of pressure, which I think is un-
fair. It's never good to put all the
blame on the shoulders of one
player. 1 have spoken with him
and 1 will try to help him deal

Ribbeck rallies for Matthaeus

The German press mearn-
while continued to lambast
their former skipper for his
stuttering performance against
Romania.

“The whole of Europe is ac-
cusing us. If you are real men,
stand up and be counted. It's all
boiling over because of
Matthaeus,” said the mass-cir-
culation Bild.

The Frankfurter Allgemeine
Zeitung said that the other
German players saw Matthaeus
as a risk and that "they are
starting to have had enough of

while much-fancied Spain ahead of Santiago Canizares in (Eng), Luis Figo (Por), Joao will see Hlmw he is doing in ijth the pressure,” Ribbeck dmzlﬁl ‘;:lt.lard x:.rork fD{' hi:ut

rooted at the bottom have the :‘\lj.il]]hll L‘_‘Uf.il. Rinto (Por), Nuno Gomes EF’(}."]”.li ‘r.a“]“lg, said thf t'”]bﬂtthfd said. l ar l} ahn}onl'?l wants ‘?
their work cut out if they are to [Lere was little danger when Steffen lversén (Nor), Miran Rlb‘hf‘f—‘k L5 _ The ‘German coach also de- P!a¥ }V“ ]‘d: 1"5' ﬂS dg“f i.lt]}
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bllr}.' their unwanted I't‘[,)!lh”i(]l["l Mvrhe fired an aimless Kit K up {"]‘r]_'lg] than he was in the latter ﬁtag'EE: was utldemra}r to get Matthaeus g-

as big-tournament chokers.

An even bigger shock was on
the cards in the other Group C
match in Charleroi, Belgium
when rank outsiders Slovenia,

field but Molina came haring
out of his g(}ul_

All Iversen had to do was get

his head to it and the ball duly

found the back of the unguarded

Nedved doubtful

for France

of the match against Romania, |

don’t think he will be play on

ejected from the German line-
up.

"After the poor performance
against Romania, criticism is
growing of Lothar Matthaens.”
the Munich daily said. "Ribbeck
let the young cnes have their

chance.”
the gnmll.est nation ever to pet. Die Welt went as far to say
quHlig, 108 RUE. Lurapcan Spain coach Jose Antonio 4 CIaSh that there was the threat of a

Championships, led 10-man
Yugoslavia 3-0 with less than
half an hour to play

But Yugoslavia - tipped to
progress alongside Spain before
the matches Kicked off - gave
theinselves a fillip by shrugging
off the dismissal of their star
player Sinisa Mihajlovic and
grabbing a 3-3 draw.

Zlatko Zahovic grabbed two
and Miran Pavlin one as a
rampant Slovenia led 3-0

But second-half substitute
Savo Milosevic bagged a brace
and Ljubinko Drulovic one as
the Yugoslavs saved honour and
a share of second-place in the
pool.

NORWAY 1 - SPAIN 0

ROTTERDAM: Norway, took
the honours for the day with
their teamwork ethic proving
too much for Spain's talented
collection of individuals.

No-one epitomised that em-
phasis on the collective more

Camacho would not scapegoat

Molina, however.
[t's no use blaming Molina.

We are not here to criticise in-

dividuals. This sort of thing can
happen to anyone,” said Cama-
cho.

But Camacho felt his team
had been hard done by, saying:
"We dominated but luck was not
with us. On the other hand it
was with Norway. It's a very
disciplined and experienced
teamn.

Norwegian coach Nils Johan
Semb was overwhelmed by the
result against one of the tour-
nament favourites.

This is a big victory for a
small nation,” he declared. "l
am very proud of our team and |
am glad that we showed the
world that we can play foot-
ball.’

The match was also notable
for two moments of refereeing
history.

An ecstatic Yugoslav striker Savo Milosevie doesn’t hide

his feelings after netting one of his two goals against

Slovenia on June 13.

misplaced pass by Mihajlovic
gave Zahovic the third goal on a
plate

Veteran coach Vujadin
Boskov was already ranting
and raving on the touchline
when Mihajlovic compounded
his mistake by needlessly earn-
ing a red card when his unnec-
essary push on Slovenian Saso
Udovic earned him a second
caution just four minutes after
the first.

Amazingly the dismissal of
Mihajlovic, a freekick special-
ist and touted as Yugoslavia's
top player, seemed (o provide

—AFP photo

said Katanec. who played under
Boskov at Sampdoria. "It's a
problem with experience. My
team is lacking in it
(experience). That's why Yu-
soslavy managed to get back
evel.”

Mihajlovic will now miss
his country's next match with
Norway.

Zahovic,
flected on
been.

"l am especially satisfied
with the way our team played.
We were in dreamland for an
hour. We played at more than

meanwhile,
what might

re-
have

|

KNOKKE-HEIST, Belgium,
June 14: Czech midfielder Pavel
Nedved is in a race against time
to be ready for Friday's Euro
2000 Group D match against
world champions France in
Bruges, reports AFP.

The Lazio player took an
ankle knock in his side's bruis-
ing opener against the Nether-

' lands on Sunday and it the in-

jury has yet to clear up com-
pletely.

"I really hope that he is back
to his best before Friday, be-
cause he is a key player in my
line-up," said Czech coach Jozef
Chovanec.

Nedved was outstanding
against the Dutch and his ab-
sence would be a heavy blow for
Chovanec who already will
have to do without the services
of Patrick Berger and Radoslav

L Latal.

Berger was forced to sit out

than man-of-the-match Erik Egyptian Gamal El Ghan- the kick up the backside that 100 percent of our capacity but | the first two games of Euro 2000
Mykland, who plays his club  douri became the first non-Eu- the pre-match favourites had afterwards we paid for it," he | after being sent off in the quali-
football for Greek side ropean referee to officiate in a needled mused fiers. while Latal was shown the

—

Early signs bright for France

BRUSSELS. June 14: France
look even more like European
champions, Germany look like
promising outsiders and Eng-
land seem to be heading home
as the dust settles after the first
round of matches at Euro 2000,
reports AFP.

The formmbook has been a
mixed guide to the opening four
days of the tournament, vindi-
cating those who see France
comfortably adding the Euro-
pean trophy to their 1998 World
Cup, but betraying a nuinber of
others.

Germany looked at best
mediocre in their draw with
Romania, England's dreams of
winning Euro 2000 were ex-
posed as being just that by a
farcical 3-2 defeat to Portugal,
while Spain have been the
biggest disappointment.

taly and Holland did win
their opening matches - though
both after converting penalties
which were generously awarded

tion of 1992 champions Den-
mark was without equal.

The smart money has to be
piled onto Roger Lemerre's
team, which oozed class, pace
and determination against the
Danes despite a bungling start
in defence.

Laurent Blanc, Lillan Thu-
ram and Marcel Desailly
looked liked they'd never met
before, much less won the World
Cup together.

However, "Les Bleus” gradu-
ally settled down, Zinedine Zi-
dane began what proved to be
another sparkling performance
and France's quicksilver strik-
ers Nicolas Anelka and Thierry
Henry rang rings around Den-
mark's flat-footed defence.

And there was worse to come
for France's rivals at Euro 2000.

That they can field a World
Cup-winning team 1Is bad
enough. But against Denmark,
France showed they now have
that kind of quality on the

the back.

England's back four may al-
ready be a standing joke at Euro
2000, but they clearly have the
quality moving forward to
punish the Germans when the
two sides meet for a crunch
game in Group A on Saturday:.

But if England have doubts
about their defence, and the [it-
ness of skipper Alan Shearer,

the major worry has to be over
Kevin Keegan's tactical abili-
ties.

To pitch only one defensive
player (Paul Ince) in a four-man
midfield against a side who are
playing 4-5-1, with two of the
best flair-players in modern
football (Manuel Rui Costa and
Luis Figo), is an error of school-
boy proportions.

red card for comments he made
while sitting on the Czech
bench after being substituted
against the Netherlands.

"We need to beat France if we
want to stay in the tournaneint,
and in my opinion, they are the
best team here," said Chovanec.

Czechs vow

to bounce
back

KNOKKE-HEIST, Belgium,
June 14: The Czech Republic in-
sisted Tuesday that they had put
their 1-0 defeat at the hands of
co-hosts Holland in their Group
D opener behind them, coach
Jozef Chovanec sald, reports
AFP.

The Euro 96 runners-up, who
won all 10 of their qualifyin
matches, dominated the secon
half but then capitulated toa 1-
0 defeat after defender Jirl Ne-
mec needlessly conceded an
89th-minute penalty converted
by Frank De Boer.

But Chovanec, who must
now prepare his side for their
match with world champions

Erich Ribbeck(L), the German coach and goalkeeper

Oliver Kahn at a press conference at Vaals

yesterday.
—AFP photo

plaver revolt against Matthaeus
who left German champions
Bayern Munich in May to fin-
ish off his career in the United
States.

Same thing with the West-
falische Allgemeine Zeitung
which said: "Matthaeus has be-
come a problem. Mutiny in the
team. Jens Nowotny set to be-
come the new leader.”

Former defender Ul
Stielike, sacked as Ribbeck's
number two shortly before the
Euro 2000 finals. said that it
was only in the last 15 minutes
of the Romania match, after
Matthaeus had been brought
off, that the defence looked se-
cure.

Ribbeck's predecessor as
coach Berti Vogts meanwlile
added his pound of flesh by say-
ing that “for me Nowotny is the
best German defender.”

Sympathy for Beckham!

LONDON, June 14: The lead-
ers of football fans in England
have made a plea for an end to
the abuse directed at Manch-
ester United midfielder David
Beckham when he plays for the
national side, reports AFP.

Beckham claims claims he
and his pop star wife and baby
son were the subject of vile
abuse from England fans at the
end of Monday's 3-2 Euro 2000
finals defeat by Portugal in
Eindhoven.

Beckham reacted angrily
with a one-fingered gesture to

fans who had gathered ronnd
the players' tunnel leading from
the pitch.

Beckham has received the
support of England boss Kevin
Keegan and the FA, and has es-
caped punishment by UEFA.

Now lan Todd, chairman of
the English National Federa-
tion of Football Supporters’
Clubs has hit out.

Todd, who was at the match,
told the Press Association:
“There is no excuse for this. |
feel for him - in fact anybody

who has to suffer such abuse.

"It seemingly went beyond
the sort of personal abuse play-
ers get on a regular basis, which
{s equally wrong.

“When it gets to the stage that
vour family is being abused that
is completely out of order.

"We as an organisation are
trying to produce a trouble-free
tournament with everyone en-
joving the occasion. Something
like this taints everything that
we are doing.

“Frankly | don't understand
the minds of people who do such
things. | suppose it starts with
people being anti the team he
plays for and because he's the
main personality there, they
turn on him.

"I have heard it around the
country at league games, butl
thought it had died down a lot
Nnow

"But it seems to have sur-
faced again. and when Beckham
is pla}'iufg for England, which is
disgraceful.

"My message to all the fans
out in Holland and Belgiumn IS
to remember that everyone IS
playing for England and this

by the referee. bench as well - their third goal France on Friday, insisted that sort o treatinent is inexcuss
As one French TV commen- arriving when substitute Syl- the trauma was behind them, B vad of the
tator said after Italy's Filippo Vvain Wiltord rifled home a saying: "It's going better, we Rogan, Tayiul, it

Inzaghi clattered to the floor
against Turkey: “Is he looking
for a job at Cine-Citta?" - the
movie studios made famous by
the late Federico Fellini. '

But If Inzaghi's habit of tak-
ing the plunge was nothing out
of the ordinary, Slovenia's 3-3
draw with 10-man Yugoslavia
certainly was.

The match, along with Por-
tugal's stirring rally a. Eind-
hoven, was the most entertain-
ing so far in the tournament.
For the purists though,
France's clinfcal 3-0 demoll-

cross from Patrick Vielra, hlin-
self another substitute.
However, if France were
looking fluid, the German and
Dutch footballing machines are
clearly in need of a good olling.
Tralling Romania 1-0 after
conceding a soft goal, Europe’s
reigning champions didn't look
any more convincing after
Mehmet Scholl's delightful 20-

eyl yae f‘llu;lllu'[ i'l-*i f[éllllr‘
moving forward, where they in-

variably sought out the head of
Oliver Blerholl, Germany were
also prone to defensive lapses at

JOLLY BUNCH: The giant striker Jan Koller(C), flanked
by his Czech Republic teammates, jogging during a
training session at their Euro 2000 base in Knokke-Heist
on June 13. The Czechs take on world champions France

in a crucial Group D mateh on Ju;

Lo —AFP photo

have turned the page.”

Forward Vratislav Lokvenc,
who has an injured Kknee,
trained normally although he
eased up towards the end of the
session.

Pavel Nedved, the star per-
former against Holland, will
definitely face Roger Lemerre's
men despie injuries to his elbow
and right leg.

But suspension deprives
Chovanec of defender Radoslay
Latal, sent off after being sub-
stituted against Holland, and
Patrik Berger.

""""""

POOR ME! Controversial England superstar David Beck-
ham shades his eyes from the sun during a practice

session at Spa yesterday,

—AFP photo

football research unit at },i\tt-
pool University, added: "It

comes back to envy hecause 0ft:

who he is and the club he plays
for.

"What gets said by fans to i
val players in league %amts Is
one thing, but it's surely ditfer
ent when it's England. The
players are out there represent:
ing all of us.

"David Beckham gives every- "

thing for his country, he's an
outstanding player and €
shouldn't have to put up with
things like this anywhere. -




