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Hearing on case
of Ershad's JS
membership

adjourned
By Staff Correspondent

The Election Commission
vesterday adjourned hearing on
the case of parliamentary
membership of Jatiya Party
chief H M Ershad till July 2.

Lawyers of JP faction led by
Communications Minister An-
war Hossain Monju, which
challenged Ershad's member-
ship. sought the adjournment
while Ershad’s counsel Barris-
ter Ratiqul Huq did not object to
it.

Hearing both the sides, the
Election Commission (EC) ad-
journed the hearing 20 minutes
after it began at 11:00 am.

The three-member EC com-
prises Chief Election Cominis-
sfoner M A Syed and Election
Commissioners Abidur Rah-
man Chowdhury and Mosh-
taque Ahmed Chowdhury. h

Requesting adjournment ol
hearing for two weeks, Advo-
cate M K Rahman who led the
lawyers for JP (Monju), told the
Commission that his clients
had reservation about an elec-
tion commissioner and will
therefore go to the High Court.
The High Court was scheduled
to go on vacation for some two
weeks from today (Thursday),
he mentioned.

JP (Monju) wrote to Speaker
Humayun Rashid Chowdhury
in the last week of March de-
manding that Ershad’s seat in
parliament be declared vacated
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Gold worth Tk 8.20
lakh seized from
Dhaka bound

Indian bus

BENAPOLE. June 14: Indian
Customs seized 48 gold bars
worth about Rs 8.20 lakh from a
Dhaka-bound Indian bus here
today, reportsUNB.

The customs officials
searched the bus of Bhutal
Paribahan on Dhaka-Calcutta
route and recovered the guld
bars from under the seat of the
driver.

Acting officer of Bangladesh
Immigration Mosharraf Hos-
sain said the gold bars were be-
ing smuggled to the country
from India.

Two buses on this route re-
mained stranded for about nine
hours following the incident

—

aad i e 1 F : : - _ STy i ,

L3

CHITTAGONG

Hotel Hawaii Building

Tel # 712127 Fax# 710106

o oo . R S g g B oagyts o

39, Agrabad C.A., Chittagong

m_ﬁm i 1 ::. il |.. ‘r e
' 3 L - N tl d Ll 5

gy L

Ctg. Export Frocessing Zone

Old Admin Building
Halishahar , Chittagong

Tel # 740108 Fax# 710106

Magurchhara blast:
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over, no compensation yet

From Our Correspondent

MOULVIBAZAR, June 14: Today is the third anniversary of Magurchhara gas well

explosion.

On the night of June 14, 1997, a massive explosion took place at Magurchhara gasfield
located in Kamalganj Upazila of the district while US company Occidental was drilling a

well.

The explosion triggered a huge blaze that damaged property worth crores of taka.

Occidental was widely blamed for this devastation, but compensation for damages is yet
to be realised from the company even three years after the incident.

During a recent visit by this correspondent to Magurchhara area, the affected people
expressed dissatisfaction over the role of national political leaders from Sylhet region.

They wanted to know the mystery behind long silence of the leaders over settle

the compensation claims.

No headway in some sensational murder cases

DB takes over after police
fail to nab accused

Police could not arrest any
of the accused in some sensa-
tional murder cases, despite or-

| ders from high-ups

causing immense sufferings to |

the passengers.

Steamer agents demand

Withdraw enhanced
store rent on empty
containers at
Ctg Port

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, June 14:
Bangladesh Steamer Agents As-
sociation (BSAA) has demanded
immediate withdrawal of the
decision taken by the Chit-

tagong Port Authority to raise |

store rent on empty containers
at the port by four times

BSAA in a meeting held at
Agrabad Finlay house with its
chairman Tarek Anis Ahmed
in the chair yesterday, dis-
cussed the situation and ex-
pressed grave concern over the
decision to raise store rent on
empty containers from June 21

BSAA identified inadequate
number of equipment for han-

dling containers as the reason |

behind the problem.

In a release issued to the
press the association blamed
the Port Authority for its inef-
ficiency to load and discharge
containers timely

[t feels that the decision for
imposing store rent on empty
containers is ‘irrelevant and
unjustified.

ISO certificate for
Gonoshasthaya

The international ISO eval-
uation institute of The United
States of America, ABS Quality
Evaluation Inc., has issued [SO:
9002 certificate to
Gonoshasthaya Pharmaceuti-
cals Ltd. after detailed evalua-
tion of its manufacturing and
quality assurance activities,
Says a press release

The Detective Branch (DB) of
Dhaka Metropolitan Police
took over some of these sensa-
tional cases, but there has been
no headway.

The case regarding the dou-
ble murder in Mohammadpur
was transferred to the DB soon
after the incident. The then DB
inspector A.LK.M. Mohsinuzza-
man was given the responsibil-
ity to investigate the case.
Mohsinuzzaman was later
transferred to the Mohammad-
pur thana as its OC.

Mohsinuzzaman said on
Tuesday the DB officials would
investigate the case since it was
transferred to their depart-
ment

The deputy comunissioner of
DB sald he had asked Mohsin-

By Shaikh Nazrul Islam

uzzaman to continue with his
investigation. He, however, sug-
gested that the CID take up the
double murder case.

Two brothers - Ashfaq Hos-
sain Jewel, 28, and Mohammad
Ali Rebel, 24, were gunned down
in the space of 15 minutes by
Kamal Pasha, allegedly an pro-
fessional killer, on May 5, ac-
cording to an FIR lodged with
Mohammadpur police station.

Pasha, a distant relative of a
ruling party MP, is still at large.

The case regarding murder of
a cell phone trader in Banani
was recently transferred to the
Detective Branch. Iftekhar
Ahmed Shipu, the trader. was
gunned down at the staircase ol
UAE Maitri Market in Banani
on the night of May 24. The vic-
tim’'s brother in a case accused
three young men, including
Jewel Majumder, son of Awami
League MP Kamal Majumder, of

the killing.

The case was handed over to
the DB after two weeks of inves-
tigation by Gulshan police.

The triple murder case regis-
tered on April 5 was also
handed over to the DB. The de-
tectives so far failed to arrest
the main accused who is re-
ported to have links with polit-
ical heavyweights of the local-
ity.

Three young men were shot
dead near the Mohakhali police
box on April 5. Police filed a
murder case ignoring the pres-
ence of the victims family.
Later, the family filed separate
petition case with the CMM's
Court, Dhaka, accusing 11 peo-

ple of the killing. Motahar Hos-
sain, main accused in the case,
is reportedly enjoys blessing of
an influential ruling party
leader.

BNP keeps all options open

From page |
works related to the party and
politics will be kept there,” said
BNP Secretary-general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan.
New staff will man the of-

| lice. Even Khaleda's private and

party security men, who stays
with her round-the-clock, will

| not be allowed to enter the Ba-

nani office.

The leader said a panel of
senior leaders, ex-bureaucrats,
academics and experts belong-
ing to BNP will sit at Banani of-
fice and carry out research
works. They will decide party
activities, suggest the party
chairperson about her speech
on different important issues,
enquire about party candidates
and their performances in con-
stituencies, observe the politi-
cal situation and BNP's posi-
tion in each constituency, make
contacts with foreign countries
and their representatives, give

necessary guidelines to the
party's publicity wing.
BNP will launch its own

website soon. “We have almost
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completed necessary works to
launch our own website,” said
BNP's joint secretary general
Haris Chowdhury, who along
with Tateq Rahman have been
given the charge to chalk out
various plans.

Khaleda Zia will sit at the
Banani office once or twice a
week or after finishing her ac-
tivities at 29 Minto Road offi-
cial residence and party's cen-
tral office at Naya Paltan.

She already met a group of
retired bureaucrats and ex-
changed views on various im-
portant Issues at her new office,
She also discussed with party
MPs individually and listened
to their problems and
prospects.

BNP central office will run
the organisational activities
and the secretary-general will
look Into entire political af-
fairs and organisational activ-
ities side by side with supervis-
ing the activities of different
wings.

Party sources sald BNP will
soon rent a office for its public-
ity wing to start publication of
poster, leaflets, booklets, audio-
video cassettes ete. for distribu-
tion all over the country prior
to the next polls and during the
election campaigns.

It also plans to rent a “big
office”™ to conduct election ac-
tivities and hold small gather-
ings like joining programmes
and meetings with district unit
leaders and activists.

A BNP senlfor leader said the
party will open an Election
Munlturiu'g Cell soon to admin-
ister the future polls and keep
in touch with each constituency
and thana headquarters. A sep-
arate office Is expected to be set
HF in the city for this cell. It will
also maintain close contact
with Election Commission, dis-
trict and thana administration,
election observers, both local
and foreign, and other polls re-
lated matters,

Meanwhlile, the new office
has created mixed reaction
among the party leaders and

workers,
BNP hf]l"(lll!lf_‘rs are dead
against of this office, saying

this will isolate Khaleda Zia
from party leaders and activists
since the entry will be re-
stricted. But party insiders said
the hardliners have long been
giving various “"ambitious, im-
prudent and unrealistic” ad-
vises that apparently threw the
party into serious crisis and
precarious position,

Khaleda Zia {s now con-
vinced that she made some ma-
Jor mistakes taking moves on
advice of the hardliners, said a
top BNP leader. He added she is
now trying to proceed in a
‘well-planned and systematic”
way.
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Shimul shifted
to Sonadanga
thana for
- questioning

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, June 14: Leader of
outlawed PBCP Mahmud Hasan
Shimul was shifted to Son-
adanga thana from Khulna dis-

trict jail at noon today. *

He will be Interrogated by a
three-member high-level team
of police officlals there.

Apart from five days’ re-
mand by Sonadanga thana po-
lice, Shimul has also been re-
manded for questlnningl by
Phultala thana police for three
days with effect from today.

According to KMP and dis-
trict police sources, Shimul will
be interrogated first by Phul-
tala thana police in connection
with the murder of UP chalr-
man Abul Kashem. He Is the
principal accused In this mur-
der case

The i’lncrro%atlnn began this
evening and Shimul told police
about the entire blue print
drawn up for the murder of Abul
Kashem.

He will also be questioned
about other murders committed
in different places under Phul-
tala thana during last two
years, according to police,

Shimul will be Interrogated
by Sonadanga police in connec-
tion with Ganesh Murder Case,
of which he is one of the ac-
cused.

Ganesh was one of his anned
cadres. But he killed Ganesh on
charge of adultery and extor-
tion as has been confessed by
him to Jessore police.

Matters relating to looting of
arms from local Cable Factory
and Sundarban Sea Foods will
also come up during interroga-
tion in addition to Tlestmulng
about some political and non-
political murders, said a KMP
source.

PM to address
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Bristled beauty: Her face glowing just as the kadam
flowers she holds, a teenager stands on a city road
yesterday hoping to do some brisk business ahead of the
first day of Ashar, the Bengali month that traditionally
marks the dawn of the rainy season, which is today.

— Star photo

grand rally in
Rajshahi June 20

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, June 14: Prime
Minister and the Awami League
chief Sheikh Hasina will visit
Rajshahi on June 20.

She will address the freedom |
fighter-people’'s grand rally at |

the local Madrassah Maidan in
the city at 2 pm on June 20.
Shammilito Muktijoddha
Front will organise the rally,

About 5000 members of the
Mukti Bahini, Mujib Bahini
and other freedom fighters will
honour Sheikh Hasina at the
same venue.

Muktijoddha-Janata Bi-
vagiva Mohasamabesh Bastab-
ayan Committee (BJBMBC)
arranged a press conference at
the Rajshahi city Awami League
office this evening.

BJBMBC member secretary
and Rajshahi city Awami
League general secretary AHM
Khairuzzaman Liton, Mukti-
joddha Command Divisional
Coordinator Abdul Malek
Chowdhury, District Awami
League organising secretary
Anil Sarker and Assistant Po-
litical Adviser to
Minister Dr Selim Jahangir.

JCD observes
strike in Sylhet

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, June 14: Jatiy-
atabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) ob-
served strike at all the educa-
tional institutions here as part
of its 9-day agitation pro-
gramme,

The Sylhet JCD began the 9-
day programme on June 10 to
press for Immediate with-
drawal of the cases against the
JCD activists under PSA and
police harassment.

The programme would be
concluded with a dawn-to-dusk
hartal on June 19. Fresh agita-
tion programme would be
launched if their demands were
not met immediately, it said.

The district JCD brought out
a procession and held a brief
rally at the Court Point today.

the Prime |
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LC forgery involving
Tk 9 cr unearthed

The local office of the United
Commercial Bank Ltd (UCBL)
detected LC forgery invnlving
about Tk 9 crore and hande
over one of a suspected racket to
police yesterday, reports UNB.

Sources sald the forgery bid
was unearthed when the negoti-
ating bank of a back-to-back LC
sent bills to the master LC-issu-
ing bank, City Bank N.A., in
Hong Kong, which did not even
open the master LC. It was a
forged letter of credit.

A garment buying house, The
Great Bangladesh Apparel
Company, produced two forged
master LCs — one valued USS
9,99,600 and another USS
7.49,500 — to the local office of
the UCBL to transfer the LCs to
five garment factories.

The UCBL local office au-
thenticated the LCs requested
by the buying house to transfer
and execute the apparel order.
LCs worth some 14,00,000 US
dollars were transferred to five
garment factories as per the
choice of the buying house.

The factories are R T Fash-
jons Ltd of Senpara Parbata at
Mirpur, S.K Apparels Ltd of sec-
tion-6, Senpara Parbata, Erba-
tex Garments Ltd of West Ram-
pura, M.S Fashions Ltd of Hazi-
para in Rampura and Everest
Apparels Ltd at Hemayetpur in
Savar.

Later, garment factories
opened back-to-back LCs with

their respective bank branches
against the master one. The
banks are Fakirerpool and Kal-
abagan branches of Uttara
Bank Ltd, Agrani Bank princi-
pal branch, two branches of
NCCBL and Mercantile Bank
Ltd.

As the principal branch of
the Agrani Bank sent bills
worth US dollar 98,000 for
collection from the LC-issuing
bank, the Citi Bank NA, Hong
Kong, informed the Agrani
Bank's branch that they did not

open the LCs.

As a result, the Agrani Bank
branch informed the LC-trans-
ferring bank UCBL of the
bungling. Later, UCBL contacted
Standard Chartered Bank,
Dhaka, the advising bank,
which denied their advising au-
thentication.

“The group duplicated the
advising authentication on the
letterhead of Standard Char-
tered Bank. Test authentication
of the LC was also forged where
rubber stamp of Standard Char-
tered Bank was used,” one
source said.

Accused in the LC forgery
case Rezaul Alam, however,
confessed “partial
ment” in the fraud.

“But main beneficiaries are
the garment factories related
with the case and I was used by
them,” Alam told UNB at Moti-
jhieel thana lastnight.

involve- |

Girl drowns in
Buriganga
By Staff Correspondent

An eight-year old girl
drowned in the river Buriganga
at Kamrangirchar, police and
hospital sources said.

The girl identified as Piya,
daughter of Hekmat Ali, went
for a boat ride in the river Buri-
ganga along with her relatives
yvesterday morning. Piya fell
from the boat and drowned.

Later, her body was sent to

the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital morgue.

P o

N

Female Student Front of National Sunni Movement yesterday brought out a colourful
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| procession in the city on the occasion of holy Eid-e-Miladunnabi today.
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Newspapermen

demand new
Wage Board

By Staff Correspondent

The Sangbadik-Sramik Kar-
machari Oikkya Parishad yes -
terday strongly demanded the
formation of new wage board
for journalists, employvees and
workers of the newspaper
industry and announce 60 per
cent dearness allowance for
them to cope with the inflation
and rising cost of living.

The statement issued after a
meeting of the Parishad
adopted an unanimous resolu -
tion with G M Yakub in the
chair at the National Press Club
on Tuesday and noted the as -
surance given by Prime
Minister to consider the prob-
lems of the newspaper industry
including the price hike of
newsprint, the government ad -
vertisement rates and other is-
sues during a meeting with the
Bangladesh  Sangbadpatra
Parishad. 3

“In this connection we would
like to draw the attention of the
PM and the State Minister for
Information that the problems
besetting the newspaper indus-
try were not the problems of the
owners alone. Rather they
(owners) have created many
problems. So the idea that the
resolution of the owners' prob-
lems would resolve the prob -
lems in the industry are not log-
ical.

To solve the problems the
demands of the owners as well
as the journalists-workers and
employees should also be taken
into consideration. Because
most of the owners enjoying the
benefits provided by the gov -
ernment had failed to imple-
ment the Wage Board Award
and pay salarles and al-
lowances, take recourse Lo re-ﬂ
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Suicide bomber
rams his bike
into military
bus in Lanka

COLOMBO, June 14: A su1.
cide bomber rammed his blcy:
cle into a bus carrying 25 sick
military troops today,
himself and two passersby
highway that links the capjia|
with the international al
the defense ministry and poljce
said, reports AP.

In the north, where most of
this Island nation's 17-year
Tamil separatist war is bejn
fought, troops shot and
five rebels in three overnight
encounters, a government
statement said.

The government blamed the
bus explosion on the Tamil
Tiger rebels who are fighting tg
establish an independent
homeland for Sri Lanka’s 32
million Tamils minority.

The suicide bomber and tweg
passersby were Kkilled and ag.
other seven civilians were
wounded, sald Premalal Rana.-
gala, the police chief in the Wat.
tala section of Colombo.

“Today ... a Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam sulcide cadre
exploded a bomb targeting a bus
carrylng air force personnel”

: %overnment spokesman Ariya

ubasinghe said in a statement.

An evasive action by the bus
driver minimised the impact as
the blast damaged the rear por-
tion of the vehicle,

“The bus had slowed down
and the driver saw the bicycle
man and became suspicious .,
He managed to swerve his vehi-
cle, thus not allowing the
bomber to hit the target prop-
erly,” sald the Defense Ministry
spokesman, Brig. Palitha Fer-
nando.

“It could have been a hu
disaster had not the driver of
the bus reacted quickly,” Fer-
nando said.

None of the air force men or
soldiers was killed or injured,
Fernando said. The troops were
being shifted from a base hospi-
tal near the airport to various
hospitals in the capital, he said,
adding that they had not been
injured in battle.

The male bomber attacked
the bus about 10 kilometers
north of Colombo and the main
impact of the explosion was at
the rear of the bus, which was
damaged. ‘Ranagala said.

Police Sl stabbed,
mugged Tk 90000
In City
By Staff Correspondent

A sub-inspector of Special
Branch was stabbed and roblhed
of Tk 90,000, while he was
returning to his residence at
Shankar in the city yesterday
noon.

The injured police officer
was rushed to the Suhrawardy
Hospital from where he was
shifted to the Chest Diseases
Hospital at Mohakhali, hospi-
tal sources said.

Mohammadpur police co-
firmed the incident but could
not give details.

Sub-Inspector Abdul Mo-
talib, 42, drew the money from

. Mohammadpur Janata Bank

Corporate Branch and came un-
der attack while returning
home in a rickshaw.

A gang of three muggers rid-
ing an auto-rickshaw stopped
himmn near the Mohammadia
Housing and stabbed him before
taking away the money.

Motalib was stabbed indis-
criminately in his right chest,
back and knees when he tried to
resist them. hospital souarces

| said quoting victim's relatives.

Extortionists
assault 4
garments
officials

Extortionists assaulted four
officials of a foreign garment
factory at Sena Kalyan Com-
mercial complex at Tongi Tues-
day night police said, reports
BSS.

The extortionists stopped
the officials of the Heaseng Ko-
rea Limited at about 9-30 pm
when they came out of the fac-
tory, police said.

The gang demanded TK
20,000 from the officials and
beat them up severely as ‘they
refused to pay the amount.

They also tried to kidnap the
officers at gunpoint, police
added.

The injured were identified
as Mohammad Emranur Rah-
man, general manager, Mo
hammad Enamul Haque, pur-
chase officer, Tofazzal Hossain.
store officer and Rabiul Islam,
knitting supervisor. They were
treated at a local clinic. _

A case was filed with Tongl
Thana, but none was arrest
till filing of the report at 8-30
pm yesterday.

Shishu Hospital

From page |
security reason. Musclemen of
ten tease them on way to the
wards. They also demand tolls
from attendants of patients.
The Khulna Metropolitan FPo-
lice has not so far provided no
security for the stat and the

gl
i

patients desthe re
peals, said a KSH ofucial.
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