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TARAKANDI, Jamalpur,
June 14: Industries Minister
Tofail Ahmed on Tuesday as-
sured compensation to the peo-
Elc for minor danmﬁes caused
y ammonia gas leakage in Ja-
muna Fertiliser Factory, re-
ports UNB.

The minister dashed to the
factory from the capital this
morming to see for himself the
extent of damage following re-
port of leakage on June 9.

He formed a 3-member
committee to resolve the prob-
lems in Jamuna Fertiliser Fac-
tory that frequently leaked poi-
sonous gas affecting crops and
environment in the vicinity.

Hasanul Morshed, Director
of Bangladesh Chemical Indus-
tries Corporation (BCIC) that
husbands the factory, will head
the committee. It will submit
report within three months, the
Minister told a meeting at the
factory conference room.

Local MP and State Minister
for Religious Affairs Maulana
Nurul Islam said ammonia gas
blows out frequently from ﬁltl‘
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plant that sometimes cause
dnumge to standing crops
around the factory and vitiate
the environment. He demanded
a permanent solution to the
problem.

Advisor to the Prime Minis-
ter on agriculture M Anisuzza-
man, BCIC chalrman, senior of-
ficifals of Jamuna Fertiliser
Factory (JFF) were present at
the meeting.

UNB correspondent who vis-
ited the area found leaves of
some frees and jute plants were
faded out but they are now re-
vivin‘g gradually.

After visiting places around
the factory Tofail termed the
damage as minor. This type of
incident is not abnormal in a
chemical plant like the ammo-
nia plant of the Jamuna Fer-
tiliser Factory, he said.

The minister formed an-
other 5-member committee to
probe into the incident which,
the residents claimed has led to
sickness of many people by in-
haling highly concentrated
ammonia.
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Body formed to probe into incident

The committee was assigned
to Identify the reason for the
leakage. .

Tofall also asked the DC of
Jamalpur to assess the damages
for ﬁuvlng compensation. "Defi-
nitely, we will give compensa-
tion on the basis of the assess-
ment report,” he said.

“It was a sudden accident
took place In natural process. It
caused damage, although it is
minor,” M Anisuzzaman said
assuring compensation,

Local people claimed that
continued leakage of poisonous
gas from the factory lead to de-
terioration of fertility of the
soil, damages to poultry birds
and caused health hazards.

General Manager (operation)
informed the meeting that the
permissible lmit of ammonia
Fns is 100 PPM (parts per mil-
ijon). If ammonia constitutes
26 per cent of the afr volume |t
may form "explosive
(corrosive)," he sald.

But, the ammonia concen-
tration in the air s yet not
measured that could ascertain
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the limit.

The GM sald the accident
took place at 6:30 pm on Friday,
half-an-hour after the ammo-
nia plant was shut down for
annual overhauling, through
popping up for 1-2 minutes,

Apart fromm the accident,
another official sald the am-
monia plant emits anunonia to
some extent regularly as 1t s
not possible to treat 100 per
cent In a chemical plant, which
iIs 10-year-old. The emission Is
not beyond the permissible
limit, but cause some damage to
crops, he added.

He, however, sald the emis-
sion will be mitigated to some
extent after the overhauling,
and it will be fmproved further
following implementation of a
de-bottlenecking prulgrmmne,
correcting measures of old ma-
chinery of the factory.

Setting up chemical plants
like fertiliser factory in a lo-
cality will have environmental
impact on the surrounding ar-
eas, he said,

New initiative to cultivate
Chhota Golda

From Kamran Reza Chowdhury

RAJSHAHI UNIVERSITY,
June 14: Chhota Golda, or small
size prawn, now can be culti-
vated in stagnant sweet water.

A research project of the De-
partment of Zoology of Ra-
jshahi University has devel-
oped the method of cultivation.
The project was financed by
Bangladesh Agricultural Re-
search Council (BARC) and the
Rajshahi university.

Usually Golda, each measur-
ing 23 cm long, is being culti-
vated in sweet water in the
country.

The initial works of the pro-
ject started in 1969. But it was
abandoned for some ‘'unavoid-
able reasons'. It resumed in
1977 after a long recess. How-
ever, the project got a new lease
of life on February 01,1999
when it received a financial
support from the BARC and the
university as well.

The research reveals that
Chhota Golda can be cultivated
simultaneously with ruhi,
katla, mrigel and other tradi-
tional fish.

"The cultivation of Chhota
Golda will be economically vi-
able if the method developed by
the project is followed.” Prof
Altaf Hossain, the project direc-
tor, said while talking to this
correspondent at his office re-
cently.

250-300 kg Chhota Golda
can be produced in a water body
measuring one hectare within
6-7 months, the project director
said.

Chhota Golda. each measur-

ing average 17.6 cm long, is in
great demand in markets. The
prawn sells between Tk 100 and
Tk 600.

The researchers are now
working hard to produce fries
in hatcheries under the llrojwt.
"We are very hopeful that we
shall be successful very soon to
produce fries in hatcheries,”
said Mosharraf Hossain, an M
Phil student of the Institute of
Biological Sciences of the uni-
versity.

A sample of small size Golda
shrimp — Star photo

'Patients deprived of
healthcare services

in Kushtia hospitals

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA, June 14: Kushtia
General Hospital and all the
health complexes here have
been facing multiple problems
including shortage of physi-
cians, stafl and inadequate wa-
ter supply,

The power supply in the hos-

pital is irregular. The unhy-
ienic atmosphere, absence of
blood bank and shortage of
medicines and apparatus have
multiplied the miseries of pa-
tients, many of whom come
from the far flung areas for
treatment. Everyday a large
number of the patients go back
without treatment due to ab-
sence of proper healthcare [a-
cilities,

Most of the health com-
plexes have no X-ray machines,
blood banks, dental or oph-
thalmic and infectious disease
ireatment facilities. Besides,
shortage of physicians, their ir-
regular services and indiffer-
ence of other staffers have ag-
gravated the situation. Most of
the doctors of the health com-
plexes including those of the
Feneral hospital here are found
yusy with théir private practice,
alleged patients and local lead-
ers. The sufferers alleged that
some senior doctors practice in
private clinics and some tech-
nicians also work in private
clinics. The life saving and es-
sential drugs supplied to the

health complexes and the gen-

Diskette and MO Diskette.

GD-569

Bangladesh University of Engineering &
Technology, Dhaka

Tender Notice

No P&D/LP-1(569, 572 & 597)/99-2000/D-2583(2)
>ealed tenders are invited from bonafide suppliers for supply of Plain Paper Copier,
Laser Printer, DC Power Supply, Zip Drive, Printer Toner,

Intending participants shall have to obtain permission for purchasing tender paper etc. on application to
the undersigned. Application must accompany TIN certificate, trade licence and certificate of experience
about concern works/supplies etc. from reputed organisations. Tender paper and other terms & conditions
will be available from the office of the undersigned on payment of Tk 400.00 (four hundred) (non-refundable)
to the Sonali Bank, BUET Branch, Dhaka. Each tender must accompany a Bank Draft or Pay Order from
nationalised bank amounting to 5% of the quoted amount as earnest money deposited in favour of the
“Comptroller, BUET" without which no tender will be considered. Tenders must be put into the tender
boxes kept for this purpose in this office or offices of the Heads of the Department of Civil Engineering and
Mechanical Engineering (Civil Engineering Building and EME Building respectively) up to 12-00 Noon of
26.06.2000 and will be opened on the same day at 12-30 PM before the participants presents.

The University authority reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the tenders or one or more
tems of any tender without assigning any reasons whatsoever.

No tender paper will be sold on the opening day of the tender.

Deputy Director
Plannin

Dated.: 13/6/2000

Printer Ribbon, Zip Drive

> & Development.

eral hospital are sold in the
markets by some dishonest
staffers there, it Is widely al-
leged. The patients are com-
Felled to buy the medicines
rom the market at an exorbi-
tant price,

Many doctors of different
health complexes and hospital
are found absent most of the
time, it is further alleged. As a
result, poor patients coming
from remote villages to the
health complexes go back with-
out treatment. On the other
hand, scarcity of drinking wa-
ter, lack of proper conservancy
services, inadequate nuinber of
beds, supply of sub-standard
food to the patients have multi-
plied the woes of the patients.

Drug addicts
Increasing
in Feni

From Our Correspondent

FENI. June 14: Narcotics
traders are doing brisk business
in the district and the number
of drug addicts is increasing
alarmingly, causing grave con-
cern among parents and
guardians.

Traders sell narcotics virtu-
ally in open markets, residents
said, adding that the members
of law enforcing agencies do not
pay attention to the illegal
trade.

Drugs like hemp, Indian
phensidyl syrup, heroin and
rectified sprit are very popular
among the addicts here.

It is reported that just after
dusk the addicts, who also in-
clude young activists of differ-
ent political parties, assemble
at several spots in the town and
take drugs. '

Besides, drug addicts often
resort to various crimes like
mugging and extortion in order
to meet the expense of drug. The
addicts also steal valuables
from their houses to meet the
cost, guardians said.

Lack of job opportunities
and frustration over family
troubles have been attributed to
the rise in drug addiction
among youths.

Local people have urged the
authorities concerned to take
immediate steps to check the
illegal trade.
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A farmer at village Sreerampur under Sadar upazila in
Jamalpur district poses with a lichi tree recently. Newly
harvested lichi has started arriving in local markets, At
present, the summer fruit sells between Tk 50 and Tk 70

per hundred.

— Star photo

Bumper lichi output
likely in Jamalpur

From Muhammad Ali

JAMALPUR, June l4: Farm-

ers expect bumper production of

lichi, the juicy summer fruit, in
the district this year.

Local Agriculture Extension
Department (AED) sources said
lichi trees on about 5,000
hectares of land in seven upazi-
las here may vyield at least
10,000 tons of the fruit this sea-
subject to favourable
weather. Usually seasonal
storms cause huge damage to
lichi.

In some areas, the farmers
have just started harvestin
this year. Last year about 5,00
tons of the fruit were produced
in the district. The low produc-
tion was attributed to severe

drought.
AED officials "said the
weather has so far been

L favourable. High humidity and

temperature and low rainfall
are helpful for good production
of the juicy fruit. The officials
also said they helped the lichi
growers to get acquainted with
the latest planting method and
pest management.

Newly harvested lichi has
started arriving in the markets.
At present, the fruit sells be-
tween Tk 50 and Tk 70 per hun-
dred in local markets,

“We expect bumper harvest
this year, but the size of lichi is
small this season due to un-
usual rainfall during pollina-
tion,” sald Reazuddin, a farmer
of village Sreerampur of Shar-
ifpur union under Sadar up-
azila.

Varieties like golapi, bedana,
bombai, kathali and sitamati
are produced in Sadar,

. Islampur, Malendah, Madar-

ganj. Bakshiganj, Dewanganj|
and Sarisabari upazilas.

Many farmers here are
showing interest to cultivate
lichi in commercial basis. Dur-
ing the last four years many
lichi trees were planted in
Kendua and Sharifpur unions
in Sadar upazila.

Sreerampur, Barapathalia.
Godashimla and Shital Kursha
villages on the outskirts of the
town are famous for lichi culti-
vation.

Kaptai Lake silted up

RANGAMATI, June 14: Kap-
tai Lake, known for its hydro-
electric plant, is rapidly being
silted up hampering power gen-
eration in the plant, reports
UNB.

According to the plant offi-
cials, the lakebed is being
swelled up as rainwater brings
mud into it from hills during
monsoon due to indiscriminate
felling of trees.

They said large-scale logging
of trees, triggered by jhum
farming, created countless
holes on nearby hills, pushing
mud down the panoramic lake.

The history of the lake goes
back to 60s when a water reser-
voir was constructed by making
an embankment on river Kar-
naphuli to generate power, It
later turned into a 350-square
mile Kaptai Lake.

The officials said the lake
has already lost eight feet of its

depth although it needs 109
MSL depth for smooth genera-
tion of power in the plant.

The lake overflows with a
slight rainfall as it has lost the
capacity to hold adequate water
due to massive siltation, inun-
dating the nearby croplands.

An official, who spoke on
condition of anonymity, said
the lake would soon be silted up
unless the government comes
with effective steps to stop
large-scale felling of trees on
the hills.

When the authorities are
planninF to put the 230-MW
power plant into full operation,
they are facing undue problems
caused by siltation. Its power
generation has now reduced to
70-80 MW a day.

Apart from power genera-
tion, Kaptai Lake has another
objective: fish farming,
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Chittagong City Corporation

Chittagong

Notice for Appointment of
Architect/Architecture Firm

Initiatives have been taken by the honourable Mayor of the Chittagong City
Corporation regarding development of Garibullah Shah Mazar. This mazar will be
developed into a recent ‘complex.’ Apart from main mazar, mosque, maktab,
habzokhana, residential accommodation for imam/muazzin, place for ablution, toilet,
residential facilities for students and a market as the source of income for the
will be established. The two-storied market will be built beside the concerned main
road in a suitable site in such a way that this part does not hamper the architectural
feature and beauty of the rest of the part. Moreover, in making the 'architectural
design’ special preference may be given to the Mughal and Islamic of the architectural
design features. Moreover there will be arrangement for proper evaluation of any
creative proposal by the concerned architect/architecture firm.

Technical and financial offers are invited from architect/architecture firms with
adequate experience in the concerned field in connection with preparing 'architectural
design’ of the project. Interested architect himself or representative of the firm can see
the Chief Engineer of the Corporation or City Planner/Architect everyday during
office hours for visiting the project area, if necessary. Offers will have to be deposited
in the box kept in front of the Chief Engineer by 12-00 Noon on 07-08-2000. Offers will be
opened on the same day at 12-30 PM before the participants present. No offer will be
accepted after the expiry of specific times and the authority reserves the right to reject

any or all offers without assigning any reason.

l CCC/PR-163/00

Rl

Chittagong City Corporation

project

Chief Engineer
Chittagong.
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Milad-un-Nabi programme
TANGAIL, June 14 : The Holy Eid-e-Miladunnabi (SM) win
be observed here In a befitting mauner, reports BSS. '
A daylong programme on the holy occasjon has beep
chalked out by the district administration and different orgay.
isations. The programmes Include hoisting of the National flag
on the top of public and private houses, competitions on recita.
tion of Islamic poems for school students, jgeteha khwanl, mj.
lad mahfil, discussion on the life and work of the Holy Prophet
Hazrat Muhammad (SM) and distribution of special diet amon
the Inmates of orphanages, hospitals and jall. Tangail bmncg
of Islamic Foundation will also hold special programmes g
mark the holy occasion. | f

Environment Day observed

KHAGRACHHARI, June 14 : World Environment Day was oh.
served in Khagrachhari Hill District on May 5 with a pledge 1
materialise programmes to maintain safe environment, re.
ports BSS.

This years theme of the day was “2000-The Environment
Millennium Time to Act™. The district administration and nop.
government organisations arranged various programies (-
cluding rally and discussfon meeting to mark the day. A rally
was brought out in the morning, which paraded main roads of
Khagrachhari town. Deputy Commissioner of Khagrachhari
led the rally. A discussion was held in the evening. Deputy
Cominissioner Ashraful Maqbul presided over the meeting,

- 32 mess bldgs shut down

BARISAL, June 14 : Fed-up by growing terrorism. 32 mess
owners In the town have shut down thelr living quarters
throwing hundreds of students out of shelter, reports UNB,

One of the mess owners of Lutfar Rahman Road said th
have been compelled to close down their messes without any
prior notice as terrorists from Sadhur Bat Tala, Khalpar and
South Kaunia areas regularly snatch wallets of the students live
in their quarters. There are some 200 mess buildings in the
town where over 8,000 college students live in due to accommo-
dation crisis in their college dorinitories. In response to a ques-
tion, the mess owner said police hardly come up in ald of the
helpless students.

Housewife commits suicide

KISHOREGANJ, June 14 : Hafaja, 20, wife of Asraf of villa
Hajirgal under Kishoreganj upazila committed suicide recently.
reports BSS.

Accnrdin%‘_tn eyewitnesses, she committed suicide by drink-
ing poison. Family feud might be the reason behind the inci-
dent. Police recovered the
morgue for autopsy.

Alleged dacoits arrested

PATUAKHALI, June 14 : Police in a surprise drive arrested
three alleged dacoits from Shiall village in sadar upazila along
with a firearm and ammunition on Saturday night, reports
UNB.

Being tipped off by villagers, police ringed the house of Ishaqg
Chowdhury where six men were planning to commit a robbery.
They caught three of them — Forkan, 32, Mostafa, 20, and Jan-
ilr Hawlader, 22 — red-handed while three others fled the scene.

cting on their confessional statements, police later recovered
a firearm, three LMG and two rifle bullets from the house.
Forkan was also held by locals along with a revolver a few
months back and handed over to police. But he was later re-
leased from jail on bail.

ody and sent it to the hospital

Separate incidents kill 3

SIRAJGANJ, June 14 : Three people were killed in separate
incidents in Sirajganj and Jhenidah districts on Saturday, re-
ports UNB.

In Sirajganj, unidentified miscreants slaughtered a betel-
leaf trader, Abdur Rasheed, 45, in Paiksha Bazaar in Kamark-
hand upazila on Saturday night. The cause behind the killing
could not be known. Besides. Raiganj police recovered the body
of a six-year-old girl. Farida Khatun, daughter of Abul Fazal of
Devgati village. from a beel. Police said the girl was abducted by
miscreants and later strangualated 10 death. Meanwhile, a
farmer. Golam Rasul. 45, of village Mandaripara in Shailakupa,
thana of Jhenidah was killed by his rivals.

Sanctions for rural development

CHAPAINAWABGANJ, June 14 : Government has sanc-
tioned 116 tonnes of wheat for 116 rural development projects
in five upazilas, reports BSS.

The projects will be implemented under Test Relief and
Special Test Relief Programmes in the current fiscal year. The
programmes include repairing of kutcha roads, re-excavation
of derelict ponds and canals, construction of embankment. de-
velopment of educational and other institutions. The upazila-
wise breakup of the allotment is : Nawabganj Sadar — 50 tonnes
for 50 projects, Shibganj — 11 tonnes for 11 projects, Go-
mastapur — 22 tonnes for 22 projects, Nachol — 18 tonnes for 18
projects and Bholahat — 15 tonnes for 15 projects.

Biman
BANGLADESH AIRLINES

Corrigendum of Tender

Since 30th June is holiday therefore the last
date of receiving the tender (Technical &
Financial Offer) for construction of two
storied building at M A Hannan Interna-
tional Airport, Chittagong on turnkey basis
will be up to 02-07-2000 at 1230 hrs. All other
terms and conditions of the tender notice
published earlier would be unchanged.

GD-570

General Manager (P&W)

ol 0 o=

8 QIHY I

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION
JIBAN BIMA TOWER (15 & 16 FLOOR), 10
DILKUSHA C/A, DHAKA-1000
PABX : 9568101, 9568102, 9561525 FAX : (88)-02-9563721
E-mail: secbd@bdmail.net Website:http//:www.secbd.org
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