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ji afiny reopens
~talks with rebels

SUVA, June 14: Fiji's mili-
tary said today talks with coup

amnesty for him and his sup-
. porters, reports AFP.

Military spokesman Colonel
Fillpo Tarakinikini told the me-
dia he could not divulge any de-
tails and would not confirm who
was involved in discussions.

However martial law com-
mander Commodore Voreqe
Bainimarama spent part of
Wednesday at the home of the
former vice president, Ratu
Josefa lloilo, and Speight sent a
new list of demands to that
meeting.

Speight refused to attend as

+ the talks were held near a bar-
ricade where soldiers Monday
opened fired on his car, without
hitting anyone.

Tarakinikini said the talks
were "all encompassing. [o-
cussing on all the issues con-
nected to this crisis.”

He said the army would still
not accept the "George Speight
team” on an interim govern-
ment.

Speight and a small group of
armed men took over parlia-
ment on May 19, seizing Fiji's
first ethnic Indian prime minis-
ter, Mahendra Chaudhry, his
cabinet and government in the
name of ethnic Fijians who re-
sent Indian business success

: and political power.

Tarakinikini conftirmed
saw the hostages Sunday.

. Asked if they were okay he
Q'epliml: "What is okay. being
eld under the point of a gun
for 27 days? How okay is that?"

. Speight and six men were

originally offered an amnesty
covering the events of May 19
only. But on Wednesday the
coup leader demanded an ex-
tension in a nine point submis-
sion sent to [liolo's talks.

Point three read: "President
by Decree offer Amnesty for
ALL from 19/5 to the day of
release of hostages." The last
three words were underlined.
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Security lapse
Los Alamos lab
suspends Six

WASHINGTON, June 14: The
Los Alamnos National Laboratory
has suspended six employees as
the FBI intensified its investiga-
tion into the disappearance
from the lab of two computer
hard drives loaded with nuclear
secrels, reports Reuters.

Energy Secretary Bill
Richardson, under fire from
Republicans for insufficient se-
curity at the laboratory,
launched a bipartisan probe on
Tuesday into the loss.

' He sald espionage was not
suspected, but vowed to take
disciplinary action against those
respounsible. S

Republicans said Richardson
was ultimately to blame.

) “? An Energy Department offi-

cial said six managers at the
lab were put on paid leave for
failing to inmmediately report the
disappearance of the hard
drives when it was discovereil
May 7.

The managers said they
were unable to get back into the
vault where the hard drives
were kept until May 24. when
the facility reopened after wild-
fires that caused over S300
million in damage.

Coming up empty-handed
after an intensive search, the
managers notified the laborato-
ry's security chief on May 31.
and a day later word was
passed to Washington.

Richardson said he was out-
raged by the incident.

J B leader George t to end the |

e country's political ecrisis were

‘| "back on track" despite his de-
mand for a far-reaching
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Summit raises hopes of

peace for Korea

SEOUL, June 14: North and
South Korea discussed ground-
breaking measures to ease
hostility on Wednesday as a his-
toric visit to Pyongvang by the
South's president ralsed inter-
national hopes for permanent
peace on the Korean peninsula,
reports AFP.

The two sides discussed
opening representative offices in
each other's capital as Presi-
dent Kim Dae-Jung started a
second day of talks with tnr
North Korean officials, South
Korean oflicials said.

The president has already
roposed setting up a hotline
etween himself and the North's

leader Kim Jong-Il.

But opening representative
offices would symbolise the first
official recognition of each other.

Kim Jong-1l did not attend
the morning meeting. The
North's de facto head ot state,
Kim Yong-Nam, chairman of
the Standing Committee of the
Supreme People's Assembly. led

the North's delegation,
The talks went ahead as the

lavish state welcome given to
Kim Dae-Jung on Tuesday
dominated international head-
lines and encouraged hopes that
the two sides may be on the
path to reconciliation.

The summit is the first be-
tween Korean leaders since the
division of Korea into the com-
munist North and pro-capitalist
South in 1945. Their 1950-53
war has never been formally
ended.

At their first meeting on
Tuesday, the two Kims pledged
to make efforts to ensure the
historic sumimit is a success,

Every South Korean news-
paper on Wednesday had pic-
tures of a smiling Kim Jong‘ll
greeting Kim Dae-Jung at Py-

ongyang airport.
All ﬁt ll‘;lfloghted the Impor-
tance of the occasion for hopes

of bringing together millions ol
Koreans who have had no news
of relatives since the division,
Many South Koreans cried
around special screens set up in
shopping malls to show the
summit. Students put South

and North Korean flags at uni-
versities across the country, 1g-
noring threats of prosecution for
spreading North Korean propa-
ganda.

The new warmth between
North and South Korea, who
have been on a continual con-
flict footing since the war, also
reached the capitals of the ma-
jor powers.

'l‘hc United States expressed
hope that the Kims could now
I'Etﬁl(‘ﬂ regional tensions.

“l think the fact that the two
leaders are meeting 1S extraor-
dinarily important as far as di-
rect contact and discussfons be-
tween North and South Korea,”
White House spokesman Joe
Lockhart said in Washington,
"We were heartened to see the
warm welcome that President

Kim received.”
State Department

spokesmari Plllli‘p Reeker saild:
"We are hopeful that this
summit will represent the be-
F;lnning of a process which will
ead to a fundamental reduction
of tensions."

Washington has a keen in-
terest in the talks as it has
37.000 troops bolstering South
Korea's security and s con-
cerned over the threat from Py-
ﬂn%ani'a missile program.

N Secretary General Kofi
Annan saluted the "vision and
wisdom" of the North and South
Korean leaders and also hoped
thelr summit would be a turn-
ing point towards peace.

“The secretary general
wholeheartedly welcomes the
historic Inter-Korean summit
which began today In Py-
ongyvang," Annan's spokesman
sald Tuesday.

China, North Korea's last
major communist ally, halled
the summnit as a "major event”
on Tuesday.

"We hope this meeting will
have positive results and lead to
the improvement of relations
between the two sides of the Ko-
rean Peninsula and safeguard
peace and stability there,” said
& lorelgn ministry spokesman in
Beljing.
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A North Korean boy (L) shows South Korean President Kim ijl_ae-Jung (2nd

R), Kim Dae-

Jung's wife Lee Hee-Ho (3rd from R) and North Korean Kim Yong-Nam (R), Chairman of
the Standing Committee of the Supreme People's Assembly, his calligraphy reading
"Reunited Motherland” yesterday. Kim Dae-Jung is now in North Korea's capital city of
Pyongyang for a 3-day visit for an historic summit meeting between the divided nations.

— AFP photo

Palestinian Leader Yasser Arafat (L) speaks to Bashar Assad, son of late Syrian President
Hafez al-Assad, at the presidential palace in Damascus on Tuesday. Arafat was in
Damascus for the funeral of the late president.

— AFP photo

US pins hopes on Bashar

DAMASCUS, June 14: With
the burial of the obdurate Hafez
al-Assad, the United States sees
in his son Bashar someone able
to revive the peace process with
Israel and assure Syria's stabil-
ity, despite uncertainty over his
plans and the threat of internal
power struggles, reports AFP.

Without waiting for the end
of the ongoing process to hoist
Bashar on to his father's re-
cently-vacated throne, Washing-
ton is seeking to establish the
best possible contacts with him,
even though they may backfire.

Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright, who represented the
United States at Tuesday's state
funeral, said afterwards she
was encouraged by her first
meeting with Bashar.

'l am very encouraged by his
desire to follow in his father's
footsteps,” she said. "His father
had taken a strategic decision
for peace and doctor Bashar
said he would continue on the
same road.”

"Bashar, it seems. is very
poised and somebody who is
ready to pursue his duties,” she

said, adding that she agreed
with the 34-year-old ophthal-
mologist that "at an appropriate
time we would have the oppor-
tunity to continue discussions
about the peace process.”

Reverend Jesse Jackson,
President Bill Clinton’s personal
representative, sald he found
Bashar "warm and affable”,
despite the solemnity of the oc-
casion, and declared himself
"cautiously optimistic’® on the
chances of resuming peace
talks with Israel.

Those talks were broken off
in January when Damascus in-
sisted that Israel withdraw en-
tirely from the occupied Golan
Heights, restoring the status
quo before it seized them in
June 1967.

This would put Syria on the
shores of the Sea of Galilee, Is-
rael's largest source of fresh
waler,

Republican Senator Arlen
Spector, who also assisted at
the funeral, commented,
"Bashar has a different back-
ground. He was educated in
England, bhis father came up

the hard way (and) had to fight
for everything.”

‘He was very anxious to have
the peace process move foi
ward; | think he is the kind ol
person who would meet with
(Israeli Primme Minister Ehud)
Barak.,” Spector added

Although Washington has
designated Syria a supporter of
terrorism and criticised Hafez
al-Assad’'s 30-vear rule for its
dictatorial methods and human
rights abuses, it pre-
pared to sweep this under the
carpet for the time being
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The accent instead is on the
transition of power from Halez
to his designated heir, who since
his father's death Saturday has
already been proposed as the
ruling Baath party's presiden-
tial candidate and made head
of the armed forces

His candidacy is expected to
be endorsed at a party congress
this weekend and rubber-
stamped next week by the par-
liament. which has changed the
constitution to lower the age
limit for a presidential candi-

date to 34

Asked about the rapid eleva-
tion of a man who held no offi-
cial position a week ago. Al-
bright merely saild. "They have
a process here that seems to be
operating in a peaceful and or-
derly way.'

All the compliments seem
aimed also at improving Wash-
Ington's position with regard to
Syria's future ruler, who made
a high-profile visit to Paris last
vear but whose only US contacts
were with the embassy in Dam-
ascus

Jut the Clinton administra-
tion, which omnly has a few
months left, is forced to admit
that it will have to wait for ad-
vances in Syria's foreign policy
until Bashar really establishes
himself in the extremely rough
world of the country’'s domestic
politics

Bashar is doing a pretty
good job in calling the shots.
How quickly he seems to have
put himself in a position where
the institutions are for him,” a
senior State Department official
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"I will not tolerate security
lapses and I'm outraged at
what happened,” he said in a
written siatement, announcing
his appointment of former Ten-
nessee Republican Sen. Howard
Baker and ex-Indiana Demo-
cratic Representative Lee
Hamilton to perform a "thior-
ough im'ﬁ-stiFation and assess-
ment” of the loss.

Russian media
magnate
arrested

MOSCOW, June 14: Russian
media magnate Viadimir
Gusinsky, whose outlets have
been sharply critical of Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, has been
arrested, the federal prosecu-
tor's office said Tuesday.

Gusinsky, 47, was arrested
“in connection with a criminal
case which the prosecutor's of-
fice has opened.” the Interfax
news agency quoted the prose-
cutor’'s office as saying.

The private NTV television
station owned by Gusinsky in-
terrupted its evening newscast
to announce the arrest.

Gusinsky had been invited to
the prosecutor general's office
at 5:00 p.m. (1900 BST) for

questioning over a minor
weapons charge, the NTV pre-
senter said.

"Two hours later, a judge
came to the people who were
waliting for Gusinsky to say he
had been arrested.” the presen-
ler sald. It was not lmmediately
clear where he was being de-
tained.

According to the prosecutor's
office, Gusinsky was detained
on suspicion of "massive theft

| ... abuse of confidence, abuse

‘ ;of office and swindling.” notably

&4 concerning 10 million dollars'’

' feuros) worth of state property;

‘ Interfax quoted prosecutors as
saying.

The surprise arrest follows a
May 11 raild by hundreds of
armed tax police on the head-
Quarters of his Media-MOST
holding, which includes the na-
tional NTV television statjon,

| radio Echo Moscow and the

| Sevodnya dally newspaper.

; The rald was denounced at
home and abroad as a direct
attack on media freedomns,

Suharto's family willing to
give back money: Wahid -

JAKARTA, June 14: Talks
were under way between the
Indonesian government and the
family of former presiden!
Suharto over a possible han-
dover of any ill-gotten wealth, a

top prosecutor said today. re-
ports AFP

But Attorney General
Marzuki Darusinan insisted

that legal proceedings against
Suharto would continue despite
the talks.

"It has nothing to do with the
legal process,” said Darusman
who has pledged to bring
Suharto to trial on corruption
and abuse of power charges be-
fore August 10.

He said several meetings on
the handover had been held in
the past weeks between Mines

iy Minister Susilo
Bambang Yudhoyono and
Suharto's businesswoman
daughter Siti Hardiyanti Ruk-
Hana

Ihe aim of the talks is to
look into the possibility (of
Suharto) returning what the
government and others have
suspected of having been chan-
elled overseas ... or those that
can be found in Indonesia " the
attorney general said

President Abdurrahman
Wahid has said that Suharto
should face trial, but if he were
found guilty, he would be par-
doned considering his past ser-
vice Lo the state.

Wahid said in the United
States on Tuesday that Suhar-
to's family was willing to sur-

and Energy

render their wealth to the state
-- but in return they demanded
that the former leader be
spared from prosecution.

The president, quoted by the
state Antara news HFE‘H("}.', said
thev had made the demand be-
cause both the Suharto family
and his lawyers feared that
Suharto might end up behind
bars

'If it was up to me, 1 would
issue such a guarantee as soon
as | have come home from my
merseas trip,” Wahid said, re-
peating his pledge to pardon
Suharto. '

Suharto, 79, stepped down
as president amid massive stu-
dent protests and a crippling
economic crisis in May 1998.

Ethiopia claims
recapture of
Eritrean town

ADDIS ABABA, June 14:
Ethiopia announced todav that
its forces had recaptured the
western Eritrean town of
Tesseney, which lies close to the
Sudanese border, as the result
of a counter-offensive launched
in response to Eritrean attacks,
reports AFP.

"As a result of its highly suc-
cessful counter-offensive on the
western front, the heroic
Ethiopian defence forces have
recaptured Tesseney for the
second time," said a statement
issued by the office of the
Ethiopian government
spokesperson.

Tesseney had already been
in Ethiopian hands during the
latest round of the two-year-old
war before reverting to Eritrean

{ control late last month

BRIEFLY

An undated file photo shows Turkish gunman 'Mehmet

Ali Agea (C) surrounded by Italian Carabinieri. Ali Agea,
who shot at Pope John Paul II when he was entering St.
Peter's Square in his jeep for a general audience on May

13, 1981,

was granted pardon

on Tuesday, the

presidential palace said. Agea was extradited to Turkey
yesterday where he has to serve part of a sentence for

killing a journalist in 1978.

— AFP photo

PhiliRHineS-US joint exercises:

Nearly 3.7

lipino and US servicemen kicked off two weeks of

joint naval exercises at this foriner American military bhase
Wednesday, their second large-scale maneuvers this vear, officials
sald, AFP reports from Subic Bay, Philippines '

Rear Admiral Stephen Loeifler, the chief of the US Nawv
logistics command In the Western Pacific, and Rear Admiral
Erlindo Erolin of the Philippines formally opened the war ganes.

Indonesian student shot dead:

An Indonesjan student was shot dead as security forces clashed

with students demanding the resignation of the governor of

Indonesia’s West Kalbmantan provinece In Borneo Wednesday, a

doctor said

AFP reports from Jakarta,
One of the students was killed with a gunshot wound to his

head. He was identifled as Syaritfuddin, 21, a student of the

Polytechnic academy

Solomon Islands PM
resigns

HONIARA, June 14: The
prime minister of the Solomon
Islands has resigned ahead of a
no-confidence vote forced by
armed rebels who seized the
capital last week, local media
reported a government minister
as saying today, reports AP.

Minister of State Alfred
Sasako said Prime Minister
Bartholomew Ulufa'alu resigned
late Tuesday, but would remain
in charge of the country in a
caretaker capacity until par-
llament meets Thursday to elect
a new leader, according to local
radio and Australian news re-
ports

On Tuesday, Ulufa'alu told
The Associated Press that the
only safe option was for him to
resign despite fears that quit-

ting would ignite a new round of
rebel fighting that could splinter
this South Pacific nation
Tensions in the Solomons
have been growing for 18
months since indigenous
Guadalcanal residents, called
Isatabus, began forcing out mi-
grants from the nearby island
of Malaita. About 20,000 Malai-
tans have been expelled.
Fighting escalated last week
when a group of Malaitans
ralded an armory, detained Ul-
ufa'alu at gunpoint, and seized
control of the capital Honiara.
The Malaitans drove the out-
gunned Isatabus out of the
capital and into the snrruumlin;]{
hills. Both sides have honourec
since late

an unwritten truce

last week,

' Exercise reduces risk

of stroke in women

CHICAGO, June 14: Women
who get 30 minutes of vigorous
exercise every day, even just a
brisk walk, can reduce their
chances of having a stroke by
as much as 30 per cent, a
study says, reports AP.

TiYw findings, published In
Wednesday's Journal of the
American Medical Association,
were based on six years of data
from 72,488 women, ages 40 to

65, who p:ntlt.‘“mtm in the
Harvard-based urses Health
Study.

The researchers said it is the
first large-scale study to link ex-
ercise to reducing the risk of
stroke, which is the third-lead-
ing cause of death in men and
women,

Previous studles, such as the
surgeon general's 1996 report
on exercise, concluded (t was
unclear whether physical activ-
ity protects against stroke,

The new study found that
doing 30 minutes of moderate

(o vigorous exercise alimost every
(lay cut the risk of having an is-
chemic stroke, the most coms-
mon type, by 30 per cent. The
risk ol other types of stroke was
cut by 20 per cent,

The benefits were the same
whether the women took a brisk
walk or did more intense exer-
cise such as jogging or aerobics,

"The major public health
problem in this nation is seden-
tary lilestyle,” sald Dr JoAnn
Manson, one of the study's au-
thors and chilef of preventive
medicine at Brigham and
Women's Hospital. "Walking 1s
the most popular and common
form of exercise in middle-age
and older women, so it's great
news from a public health per-
spective.”

The benefits from exercise
are seen rather quickly, so a
woman who doesn't start exer-
cising until later in life still has
a chance to cut her risk of
stroke, Manson sald.

US Senate approves $ 288 b
military spending bill

WASHINGTON, June 14: The
US Senate on Tuesday easily
approved a politically popular
S288 billion defence spending
bill that would raise military
pay, improve health benelits
and bolster efforts to recruit
and retain troops, reports
Reuters.

The bill, approved 95-3,
provides $3.1 billion more than
sought by President Clinton and
boosts fiscal 2001 spending by
nearly $20 billion over last year

It provides S58 billion for
new weapons procurement, but
shifts development funds for
one of the Pentagon’'s biggest
weapons programimes ever —
the $200 billion Joint Strike
Fighter into an ongoing
demonstration programme until
the plane makes sufficient
technological process

The e‘]ecticm-}'ear bill met lit-
tle resistance from lawmakers
anxious to flash their defence
credentials, sailing through the
Senate after two days ol spo-
radic debate and few contro-
versial amendments

It includes a 3.7 per cent
pay raise, provides pharmacy
access for all Medicare-eligible
military retirees and boosts en-
listment and reenlistment
bonuses in an effort to help re-
tention

The Senate rejected 83-15
an attempt by Democratic Sen
Paul Wellstone of Minnesota to
impose an across-the-board S|
billion cut on weapons procure-
ment accounts and transfer the

funds to Title 1 education pro
gramnes for poor children
‘This is a matter of priorit
Wellstone said. "We should di
better by these children .’
[he Senate also reject

attempt v democrats
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World military spending
on the rise

STOCKHOLM, June 14
2.1 per cent in 1999 afier a |
coincided with the post-Cold W
report published today. reports
Spending totalled some 7

ternational Peace Researcl

The 1999 rise is largely tl
spender countries, including the
cent of the rise, followed by Jap:
seven per cent each.

Here is a table of the top |
dollars
Country 1999
1. US 259.9
2 L Japan bl.2
3. France 46.8
4. Germany 39.5
5. Britain 31.8
6. Italy 290
7. Russia 22.4
8. China 18.4
9. South Korea 15.0
10. Saudi Arabia 14.5
11. Brazil 14.3
12. India 10.2
13. Turkey 9.6
14. Taiwan 9.3
15. Spain B.7
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1 Tender notice no
2 Name of work

3  Estimated cost
4. Earnest money

8§ Time limit for
completion of work

6  Eligibility of tenderer

7 Offices where tender
to be sold from

8 Offices where tender
to be received at

9 Last date of selling
tender

100 Date & time of
receiwng tender

11. Date & time of opening

tender box

12 Date & time of opening
all tenders after
collecting in sealed
condition by the
undersigned

13 Date & time of holding

lottery (if required)

DFP-14624-8/6
G-1167

(R&H) Directorate's ‘A’ to 'C' general cias
class & Workshop Division, Santahar, Bogra

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

Office of the Executive Engineer (R&H)
Workshop Division, Santahar, Bogra

R&H Tender Invitation Notice

44 (forty-four) 1999-2000
Supply of spare parts for China Road Ro er) (M 1
different Road Divisions under (R&H) Workshop Division, Santahar, Bogra d
1999-2000 financial year

As per schedule

2% (two per cent) of the estimated
Draft/Pay Order/CD etc sh
favour of “Executive En
25 (twenty-five) days fr

L 'L:'ﬁ':-& A
ginee
om th

Executive Engineer (R&H), Workshop Division
Bogra/Sub-Divisional Engineer (R&H), Workshop Sub-Division, Santahar, Bogra
Superintending Engineer (R&H), Workshop Circle, Bogra/Executive Engineer
(R&H), Workshop Division, Santahar, Bogra/Rajshahvre

25-06-2000 (during office hours)

26-06-2000 up to 12-00 Noon
26-06-2000 at 12-30 PM
28-06-2000 at 11-00 AM

28-06-2000 at 1-00 PM

Mir Aminul Islam
Executive Engineer (R&H)
Warkshop Division, Santahar, Bogra

.-.‘er

s & Workshop Circle, Bogra's 'D’ general
-5 " lﬁl

[ i
- | 1 |
LS =YL

general class contraciors
Santahar/Rajshahi/Ferry Division,

\ahi/Ferry Division, Bogra.




