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Masaki at Kuakata
Disappearance
of Masaki:
Police help
sought

By Special Correspondent

Abul Bashar, a resident of

Shahidbagh in the city, filed
eneral diary with the Moti-
jheel police station yesterday,
seeking police assistance to un-
earth the mystery behind the
disappearance of Japanese citi-
zen Masaki Arayama (rom
Dhaka on December 7, 1980.

Bashar, a businessman, fur-
nished a picture of himself with
a person who he said was
Arayama.

Motijheel police confirmed
that they have recorded a gen-
eral diary filed by Abul Bashar.

Arayama’'s family has been
seeking Bangladeshi citizens to

help them find out the missing |

Japanese backpacker. His sister
Koga Michiyo has launched a
fresh appeal through newspaper
to help her find the missing
brother

However, she left Dhaka on
Monday and did not see the
picture of an oriental man ‘in
his late forties with whom
Bashar had a photo at the beach

See page 11 col 4

3-member team
starts interrogating
Shimul today

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, June 13: A three-
member high level team has
been formed to interrogate
Mahmud Hasan Shimul, Politi-
cal Commissioner of PBCP in
Khulna division. Shimul has
been brought back to Khulna
from Jessore Central Jail.

The members of the team are
Golam Mastafa, senior police
super of SB Dhaka, Sakhawat
Hossain, Additional SP of CID,

Dhaka and Mazharul Islam, DC |

(south) of KMP.

The team will start function-
ing from tomorrow, said a
source in KMP.

Looting at CEPZ:

4 arrested

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, June 13: Po-
lice arrested four people includ-
ing a woman today in connec-
tion with the looting of Tk 16
lakh from a Korean company,
Lim's (BD) Ltd.

The incident took place at
Chittagong Export Processing
Zone (CEPZ) last week,

The arrested are as Nurul Is-
lam, driver of the microbus
used in the looting, Abdul Aziz,
Yasmin Aktar and Moinal Hos-
sain.,

They were arrested from CGS
Colony in Halishahar and Ha-
jipara in Agrabad area.

Police also seized the mi-
crobus used during the incident.

Police said hunt was on to
nab others involved in the inci-
dent.

Trader shot dead
1n City
By Staff Correspondent
A trader of sanitary ware
was shot dead near his resi-
dence at Mirpur last night,
hospital sources said quoting
the victim's family members.
All Akbar, 28, was shot
int blank at about 9:00 pm, in
ront of the BRTC Bus Depot at
Mirpur Section 10. Doctors de-
clared him dead when he was
rushed to Dhaka Medical Col-
lege Hospital,
The Mirpur police said they

were yet to receive any such in-
formation in this regard.

Rajuk

From page |

- ple gathered around the area to

watch the demolition. Several
Rajuk officials entered the po-
lice cordon posing themselves
as ‘passersby’ and watched the

demolition, many in the crowd
claimed.
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' Quality expenditure needed for

higher growth rate: WB

The World Bank has stressed
the need for quality expenditure
to attain higher growth rate and
sustain fiscal deficit in annual
budgets.

"Bangladesh's growth rate at
5 per cent to 5.5 per cent over
the past four years Is remark-
able. Good quality spending can
help the country grow by 8 to 10
per cent,” Roberto Zagha, WB's
Sector Manager, Poverty Re-
duction and Economic Man-
agement, South Asla region
sald here yesterday. "But the
quality of expenditure is ex-
tremely roar now"

Bangladesh's economy is the
8th among the fast growin
economies in the world, he said.
It is a "remarkable performance
indeed,” Zagha observed.

Growth in agriculture and
export sectors and improve-
ment in social indicators Is
very good, he observed.

But he expressed concern

By Staff Correspondent

that a number of projects in the
Annual Development Pro-
grammme (ADP) are not viable

economically.

Zagha, WB Country Director
Frederick T. Temple, and its se-
nior economists were speaking
at a quarterly meeting with
members of the Economic Re-

rters' Forum (ERF) at {ts con-
erence room,

Regarding government bor-
rowing from the banking sys-
temm, WB economist Zahid Hos-

sain said, there was no infla-
tion due to this. "There was ex-
cess liquidity in banks".

Earlier, briefing newsmen
on the ongoing discussion on
the Country Assistance Strat-
epy (CAS) for Bangladesh, Tem-
ple said the next CAS will have
a comprehensive approach to
poverty reduction and empha-
sis on governance.

The most striking result of
the first round of consultations

was the pervasive emphasis on
importance of Improving gov-
ernance to reduce poverty and
achleve prus]mrlt! in
Bangladesh, Temple said,

He said IDA lending to
Bangladesh has been substan-
tially lower than it could be,
primarily because of the slow
pace of reforms.

“We recognise the con-
straints In accelerating reforins
during an election vear, but we
would be prepared to Increase
our level of financial support {f
the %nvermnem formed after
the election adopts and begins
to Implement a bolder reform
programme,” Temple added.

uring the discussions, the
importance of reducing corrup-
tion and improving law and or-
der was stressed by every group,
he said.

To prepare the next CAS, the
World Bank held consultations

See page 11 col 8
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Rajuk demolished an unauthorised under-construction market at Uttara Sector-6 in the city yesterday.

Road accidents in

3 dists kill 18

By Staff Correspondent

At least 18 people were killed
and 60 others injured in sepa-
rate road accidents in Satkhira,
Dhaka and Comilla yesterday.

Of them, 11 were killed in
Satkhira, five in the capital
city and the rest in Comilla.

Our Satkhira Correspondent
reports: At least 11 people were
killed and 50 others injured,
ten of them seriously, in two
separate road accidents at
Chapra and Budhata in Asha-
suni thana on Satkhira-Asha-
suni road yesterday morning.

The dead include two fire-
fighters of Satkhira Fire
Brigade.

olice and witnesses said a
Satkhira-bound bus from
Ashasuni fell into a roadside
ditch in Chapra area at around
9-30 am while giving side to an-
other bus, killing nine passen-
gers of the bus on the spot and
injuring 47 others.

Local people rushed to the
spot and recovered the bodies.
They also rescued about 25 pas-
sengers from the bus while the
rest, however, managed to come
out of the vehicle.

The dead were identified as
Habibullah, 16, Kakoli, 12,
Nasima, 16, Debashish Mondal,
18, Swapan Mandal, 35, Tutul,
5, Joydev Kumar, 16. Kawser
Shana, 45, and Entaj Ali, 20.

Some of the Injured were
admitted to Satkhira hospital
while others to Ashasuni
Health Complex and different

clinics in Satkhira town.

On receipt of information,
one Fire Brigade ambulance
from Satkhira fire service sta-
tion rushed to the spot to bring
the injured to Satkhira hospi-
tal.

But the ambulance over-
turned after collision with a
tempo in Budhata area, killin
two fire fighters on the spot an
injuring three others.

The dead firefighters were
identified as Sajjad Hossain
and Atiar Rahiman.

The injured three were taken
to Satkhira Sadar Hospital.

Soon after the accident at
Chapra, local people went on
the rampage. They put up a bar-
ricade on the highway. disrupt-
ing traffic for about three hours
and set ablaze a bus.

BSS adds: At least five peo-
ple were killed in separate road
accidents in the city yesterday.

Police and hospital sources
said an unidentified man aged

about 50 was killed on the spot
at Bangladesh Secretariat link |

road at about 12-30 pm when a
minibus
man was crossing the road.

An unidentified man aged
about 30 succumbed to his in-
juries at Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) at about 1 pm
vesterday. The man suffered
critical injuries when a truck
knocked him from behind in
Gulishtan area at 8 pm last

See page 11 col 6

hit him there. The |

No newsprint
supplied
from KNM

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, June 13: KNM au-
thorities did not supply
newsprint to any newspaper of
the country today despite pay-
ment of money.

An official of the Khulna
Newsprint Mills (KNM) said
that only eight metric tons of
newsprints were produced in
four days which even can not
meet demand of a newspaper's
daily printouts. _

Another source said, supply
was stopped this morning as
KNM authorities received a fax
massage from the BCIC Head Of-
fice about further price hike of
the newsprint per metric ton.

The enhanced price of white
roll is Tk 32,450 per ton and
white sheet is Tk 40,000 per ton.

Those who went to the mill
today were refused delivery of
their consignment on different
pretexts.

Tree plantation
campaign
begins today

A three-month long coun-
trywide tree plantation cam-
pajgn will begin today, reports
BSS.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina is expected to open the
drive at a function at the Na-
tional Parade Ground here in
the afternoon. She will also
award the winners of "Prime
Minister's National Award for
Tree Plantation 1999,
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of the authorities.

The run-down road in front of Tejgaon Railway Station has failed to catch the attention

— Star photo

Bangladesh Biman is hiring
18 expatriate pilots to meet the
shortage which is putting pres-
sures on its 129 pilots who are
operating 140- 1150 flights a
week now.

The pressure will increase
when two more wide-body air-
craft will be added to the fleet by
August.

The foreign pilots would be
hired on contract basis, ini-
tially for a year. Biman plans to
recruit cadet pilots after pro-
moting 75 pilots.

It also intends to relieve Bi-
man fliers, whose duty often
borders on the limits of pilot's
mandatory rest period before
new flights, violating CAAB
(Civil Aviation Authority of
Bangladesh) regulations.

“But there is no compromise
with flight safety and the pilots
are never forced to fly without
rest”, Air Commodore Rafiqul
Islam, Managing Director of
Biman, told newsmen at a brief-
ing }'esterdaﬂ.

He said the expatriate pilots
are being hired to meet the in-
terim demand of the fleet and
for flight expansion.

The Biman, having 13 air-
craft now, is going acquire its
sixth DC-10-30 and fourth Air-
bus 310. This will put pressure
on its pilots. Three retired Cap-
tains have been called back on
contract basis.

An expatriate pilot will get a
pay of 4000 to 5000 dollars
against a carry home pay of
3000 dollars of a DC-10 pilot,
who also gets other benefits.

The MD said Biman's pilot
problem was mainly in inter-
national routes where f{re-
quency of flights and the num-
ber of passengers have in-
creased over the years. But there
has been no recruitment of pi-
lots since 1994 when 41 were
inducted.

There had been a slow rate
of promotion. Only seven pilots
qualified. The number is so less
as they failed to complete their
mandatory 750 flight hours
with 250 hours from flying
academies. It was due to decline
in frequency of flights by F-28

By Special Correspondent

in domestic services and
grounding of two ATPs. Cadet
pilots start their career in do-
mestic flights.

Asked to comment on the re-
ported concern expressed by the
Civil Operational Safety and
Continuing Air Worthiness in
South Asia (COSCAP), a re-

glonal aviation watch dog, he
said their auditors lave
claimed 22 violations of

mandatory ten-hour resting pe-

riod between flights by pilots of
Biman.

But there were only two cases
of violation, he said. In one case
in January, it was two hours 16
minutes and in another case
one hour ten minutes, he said.

The MD said Biman is ﬁning
to reply to the COSCAP allega-
tions and take up the issue with
the CAAB.

Biman to hire 18 foreign pilots

He said that Biman did not
compromise as regards safety.
There were only two accidents
in recent times. An ATP air-
craft skidded off the runway
while landing amid heavy rains
in Chltta% ng in June 1998. A
F-28 crash-landed on a marsh,
missing the runway at Sylhet in
heavy fog. The pilot of the F-28
subsequently lost his job, the
Biman MD said.

The Biman is also going to
computerise Its pilot roster.
flight and aircraft schedules.

Amon others, Biman's
Chief of Flight Scheduling and
Plannin% aptain Muslitaq,
Deputy Chief of Training Cap-
tain Sah Alam and General
Manager Corporate Affairs

Anwar Hossain Khan also an-
swered questions at the brief-

ing.-

———

EC extends time
for enrolment
as voter

As many adults could not yet
register as voters, the Election
Commission extended by 10
days the time for the enrol-
ment, reports UNB.

Under the extended schedule,
enumerators will collect in-
formation of the adults till
June 24, instead of June 14.

A meeting of the Election
Commission yesterday re-
viewed the progress of voter reg-
istration and decided to extend
the time.

The EC requested the eligjble
left out of the list to contact the
enumerators, supervisor, assis-
tant registration officer or
thana or district election offi-
cers to enlist their names.

The EC has also opened a
control room for providing all
cooperation in this regard. Its
telephone numbers  are:
9129773 and 9129033.
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Bid to occupy
flour mill at
Sirajganj: 36 held

From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, June 13: Police
foiled a bid to occupy Ajmiri
Flour Mill defying a court in-
junction here today.

Police said a group of armed
man allegedly hired by Alhaj
Fazlur Rahman, went to the
mill run by Abdul Khaleque and
tried to occupy it forcibly.

When the armed
reached there, the employees
and workers of the mill pre-
vented the armed gan%lfmm en-
tering the mill. Both the grougs
clashed for an hour, leaving 20
injured.

On receipt of information
police rushed to the spot and
fired teargas shells to disperse
the clashing %mupa. They ar-
rested 36 people with arms from
the spot. Alhaj Fazlur Rahman
was also taken into custody.

Local people said, the clash

men

. occurred over dispute of owner-

ship of the flour mill.
A case was filed in connec-
tion with the clash.

Police guarding Ajmiri Flour Mill in Sirajganj town after
a clash between two groups over ownership of the mill

yesterday.

— Star photo by Akteruzzaman

KARACHI, June 13: Deposed
Pakistani prime minister
Nawaz Sharif today promised
to expose the Kargil ‘debacle’ as
he launched another broadside
on the military from the side-
lines of his corruption trial, re-
ports AFP.

Sharif said he would name
those responsible for the bloody
border conflict with India last
vear if he was allowed to testify
before a military commission.

He described the Kargil con-
flict in Kashmir as one of the
biggest debacles in the country’s
history and again called for an
official investigation,

"Kargil was the biggest deba-
cle after the 1971 war with In-
dia” which led to the dismem-
berment of Pakistan, Sharif
told reporters here as he arrived
for the start of proceedings at
his ongoing trial for tax eva-
sion.

He said a high-powered mili-

| tary commission or a panel of

-ﬁérgil biggest debacle
after’71 war: Sharif

independent judges should in-
vestigate the conllict.

"I know the people who were
behind this conflict but I will
reveal their names at the com-
mission.,” he said.

Sharif reiterated his claims
yesterday that the operation

was planned secretly by the
Pakistani military and he was
not aware of it until after the
fighting erupted in May.

“As prime minister I was not
taken into confidence over the
conflict,” he said.

The military-led govern-
ment under former army chief
General Parvez Musharraf,
which ousted Sharif from
power in a coup in October, has
denfed organising the opera-
tion.

The conflict in Kargil
erupted in May last year when
Pakistan-backed militants oc-
cupled key heights on the In-

dian side of the disputed state of
Kashmir.

’

13th PW in Rubel
Murder Case

cross-examined

By Court Correspondent

Amir Hossain, the 13th
prosecution witness in the
Shamim Reza Rubel Murder
Case was cross-examined in the
Third Additional Metropolitan
Sessions Judge's Court yester-
day.
The Judge Mollah Mostafa
Kamal adjourned the proceed-
ings of the case till July 5 for
cross-examination of Amir
Hossain again.

Amir Hossain, now In the
jail custody under Women and
Children Repression Preven-
tion Act 1995, said in his
statement that he was arrested
on July 14, 1998 in a case and
had been on police remand till
July 23,

He told the court that at
around 6 pm on July 23, 1998 he
saw sub-inspector Haitul Islam
Thakur along with ASI Abdul
Karim, constables Ratul
Parvez Faruk and Havildar Nu-
ruzzaman — arrested a boy
(Rubel) and took him to the DB

See page 11 col 6

Obituary ref on President Assad

Budget discussion on
in barren JS

By Staff Correspondent

General discussion on the
proposed national budget began
yvesterday in a barren looking

arliament, with the treasury
rench members singing praises
of the government and blasting
the boycotting opposition right
and left.

Earlier, a two-day discussion
on the supplementary budget
for the outgoing 1999-2000
fiscal ended on Monday.

Absence of House leader and
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
who iIs attending funeral of the
Syrian President Hafez Al-As-
sad, apparently caused the exo-
dus in the treasury bench.

Before taking up the budget
discussion, the House adopted
an obituary reference on the
Syrian president and heard no-
tices on issues of public impor-
tance. The written questions
and their answers were tabled
as per the decision of the Busi-
ness Advisory Committee of
parliament,

A total of five treasury bench
members Including two minis-
ters participated in the discus-
sion. They called the proposed
budget a welfare-oriented and
pro-people one.

They claimed the proposed
budget would help the business
community to stimulate busi-
ness and industry along with
the p[rﬂwing agriculture sector,

The discussants were: Agri-
culture Minister Matia Choud-
hury, State Minister for Plan-
ning Dr. Mohiuddin Khan
Alamgir, Akhtaruzzaman,
Panna Kaisar and Jannatul
Ferdous.

Matia Choudhury said a
policy to increase funding the
social sectors was followed in
the formulation of the new bud-
get. She strongly protested the
opposition view that increased
allocations in such sectors
aimed to win the next general
elections.

She said increased funds
have been proposed for educa-
tion and waiving tax on raw
materials for local industries,
software industry and computer
equipment to broaden the foun-
dation of local industrial base.

“"Due to our prudent policies,
the amount of cﬁrect tax has in-
creased substantially and it
would increase further in the
years to come.”

She noted that if the rate of

direct tax Increases, the revenue.

earning dependency on import
duty would decrease.
Matia Choudhury said agri-

culture sector slmwéti consider-
able growth in the last four

years ol AL rule and accused the
past governments ol neglecting
the vital sector to enable their
{mnple earn commission from
m[.;,f food lmports.
eferring to opposition
claim that the agricultural
growth was a “gift of Allah,” an
angry agriculture minister said
it Is aimed to play down the
government's performance in
the sector. "Certainly, this is
the gift of the almighty Allah.
But why is it that Allah blesses
us and not them? It is because of
our honest (ntentions.”
"We have succeeded in ex-
See page 11 col 7
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