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Inau

ration: The National Tree Plantation Drive

2000 will' be inaugurated. A rally will be held and a procession

brou

t out to mark the occasion. Chief

est: Minister for

Environment and Forest Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury. Venue:
Manik Miah Avenue. Time: 8.30 am.

CDRB seminar: centre for Development Research
Bangladesh (CDRB) will hold a seminar “Islam, State and Soci-
ety in Bangladesh.” Dr Momtaz Ahmed, Professor of Hampton

University

USA) and senior research fellow of the American

Institute of Bangladesh Studies (AIBS), which Is represented by

CDRB in Bangladesh. Venue: Women's Voluntary

Assoclation

(WVA), House No 20, Rd No 27 (Old), 16 (New). Time: 5:00 pm,

FSHgtg'oﬂ it Ray

Retrospective:

Zahir Ralhan

ty presents Joi Baba Felunath. Venue: Indian Hl%lg

pm.

Commission auditorium, Rd No 2, Dhanmondi R/A. Time: 6.

CRP WOl‘kShOP:thntre for the Rehabilitation of the

Paralysed (CRP) wil

rticipants under its micro-credit

old a day-long worksho

with

rogramme. Chief guest:

adian High Commissioner Robert Flynn. Time: 10.30 am.

PIB WOI‘kShOp: Press Institute of Bangladesh (PIB)
will hold a planning workshop on Women and Children Issue

under its
Goals for
Time: 10.30 am.

roject Communication for Achieving Bangladesh’s
omen and Children. Venue: PIB seminar room,

Exhibition: Bangladesh Sanjukta Tanti Samitee will
inaugurate an exhibition of Sonargaon Jamdani sarees. Venue:

Training Institute of National Ban

Institute, 23/4 Khilji Road

(Opposite Shyamoli Shishu Mela). Time: 5.00 pm.

Eid-e-Miladunnabi

programme: Islamic

Foundation Bangladesh will begin week-long prograimme on

occasion of Eid-e-Miladunnabi.
National Mosque premises. Time:

Inau
Engine will be launched. Venue:
Motijheel C/A. Time: 11.00 am.

Venue: Baital ukarram

5.30 pm.

&tiOl‘l: WebBangladesh.com, an Internet Search

otel Rendezvous Sundaram, 23

Tribute to Great Filmmakers: chalachitram
Film Society presents Antonio Das Mortes (Brazil) by Glauber

Rocha and the mirror (Russia) by Andrei Tarkovsky as part of its
fifth programme of the series “A Tribute to the Great Filmmakers

of the Century

" Venue: Goethe Institut, House No 10, Road No 9,

Dhanmondi R/A. Time: 5:00 pm and 7:00 pm. .

Tribute to Great Filmmakers: chalachitram
Film Society presents Blow Up (ltaly) by Michelangelo Antonioni
and Passion (France) by Jean-Luc godard. Venue: Goethe institut,
House No 10, Road No 9, Dhanmondi R/A. Time: 5:00 pm and 7:00

pin.

Film

Satg:gjit Ray Retro
fety presents Phatikchan
the second part of the Satyajit Ray Retros

S})ective: Zahir Raihan
on the concluding day of
ctive. Venue: Indian

High Commission auditorium, Rd no 2, Dhanmondi R/A. Time:

6.15 pm.

Light rain likely

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by

Chittagon;
Dhaka,

gusgr. wind is_likely at most places over Barisal.
and Sylhet divisions and at a few places over
ulna and Rajshahi divisions with moderately to

heavy falls at places over Barisal, Chittagong and Sylhet divi-
sions till 6 pm today, reports UNB.
Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the

country during
The country

the period, Met Office said.
's highest temperature recorded yesterday was

35.5 degree Celsius at Chuadanga and the lowest 21.4 degree

Celsius at Chittagong.

The sun sets in the capital today at 6:47 pm and rises tomor-

row at 5:11 am.
Maximum and minimum

temperature and humidity

recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature in Humidity in

Celsius percentage

Max Min Mornin Evenin

Dhaka 33.0 0. 7% 75
Chittagong 315 214 * 82 86
Rajshahi 348 26.2 76 74
Khulna 33.7 24.0 83 72
Barisal 325 232 B 84
Sylhet 26.7 242 100 D0
Cox's Bazar 315 23.0 85 86

r——
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BUET Employees

Union

M Abdur Rabb and M Nurul
Islam have been elected presi-
dent and general secretary re-
spectively of the 13-member ex-
ecutive committee (2000-2001)
of Bangladesh University of
Engineering & Technology
(BUET) Employees Union, says

— e ———

a press release.

The election was held a. Dr
MA Rashid Bhaban recently.
Other members of the executive
committee are: vice-president
— Md Anowarul Quader, M Ab-
dul Hamid, assistant secretary
— M Hossain All, organising
secretary M Abu Hasan
Chowdhury, office secretary —
M Shamsul Haque Chowdhury,
publicity secretary — M Sala-
mat Ullah and treasurer — M
Abul Kasem Mia, members — M
Ismall, M Selim Khan, M Abdul
Hamid Miah and M Monir Hos-
sain. The election was con-
ducted by Prof Dr ASW Kurmny as
chief election commissioner.

Bangladesh

Scouts

A three-day long National
*rogramme Workshop organ-
sed by Programme Division,
Jangladesh Scouts concluded
m Saturday at the National
wout Training Centre at
fouchak, Gazipur, says a press
zlease,

The concluding ceremony
as addressed by M Fazlur
ahman, Chief National Com-
dssioner, Bangladesh Scouts

Secretary, Ministry of Sci-
ice and Technology, Saiful Is-
m Khan, National Comimis-
mer (PR & Publications) and
ibibul Alam. Bir Pratik.
arkshop Director and Na-
onal Commissioner
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Manobadhikar
Bastobayan

Sangstha

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Manobadhikar
Bastobayon Sangstha president
Justice Sultan Hossain Khan
and secretary general Sigma
Huda in a joint statement yes-
terday expressed concern over
attack on a poor family in Ra-
jbari village by BDR personnel.

According to newspaper re-
port the BDR personnel at-

tacked the family member of
Yusuf Ali by sticks, batons and
shoes. Gulban Bibi, 75, Rahima,
20, and a baby named Rahman
were the victim of the BDR at-
tack.

13 more fake
admission-seekers

detected at JU
By JU Correspondent

Thirteen more fake exami-
nees were detected yesterday at
Jahangirnagar University (JU)
on the {ifth day of adinission
tests for first-year honours
courses of 1999-2000 sessfon.

The fake examinees were de-
tected while they were helping .
other candidates, exchanging
answer-scripts and giving
‘proxy’ for others they were re-
leased after furnishing confes-
sional statements to the Uni-
versity Proctor,

When asked about the uni-
versity’'s decision about these
fake examinees, Proctor Abdul
Mannan Chowdhury told this
correspondent that the author-
ity will sent a list of the wrong-
doers to thelr respective institu-
tlons asking the authority to
take punitive action against
them.

With this the total number of
fake examinees stands at 105,
most of whom are honours stu-
dents of different universities
and colleges of the country.

Meanwhile, admission tests
for 'Urban and Regional Plan-
ning' and ‘Business Adminis-
tration’ will be held today.
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Nijera Shikhi, an NGO awarded certificates and stipends to 23 working and rootless
children under its non-formal education project No 3, at a function at the WVA audito-

rium in the city yesterday.

— Star photo

Man gets

life term for
killing wife

By Court Correspondent

The Fifth Additional Dis-
trict and Sessions Judge's
Court, Dhaka yesterday
aywarded life term rigorous im-

risonment to one Khalequl
ashar and acquitted four oth-
ers accused of killing his wife.

The Judge M Abdus Salam
Sikdar found Khalequl guilty.
The four other accused were not
charged in the case and they
were acquitted of charge.

Khalequl Bashar, a resident
of Keraniganj thana killed his
wife Taslima on June 27, 1995
for a dowry of Tk 50.000.
Kashem Ali, father of the victim
filed a murder case accusing
five people In Keraniganj
thana.

The Judge M Abdus Salam
Sikdar gave the verdict after
examining all 13 prosecution
wilnesses.

Four of a family
buried alive 1n
landslide in Sylhet

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, June .13: Four
members of a family were
buried alive in a landslide at
village Dakshin Para (Nurpara)
of Golapganj thana in the early
hours today.

The dead were identified as
Sajia Begum, 26, her children
Juned, 11, Ruly, 7 and Ruma, 3.
Sajia's husband Habib Ali, a
rickshawpuller was also In-
jured. All the victims were
asleep during the landslide.

The incident occurred when
the hillock type spot called tila
attached to the house fell on it
during heavy rain at about 1-30
am. Habib woke up immedi-
ately and raised . a hue andory.
Later he recovered the bodies
with the help of neighbours.

Showcause

From page 1

The authorities also served
showcause notices on Jewel,
Mahfuz, Reza, Shawon, Monir,
Rafiq, Babla, Pushpa, Pintu and
Tuhin asking them why exem-
plary punishment should not be
taken against them. Action will
be taken against them if they
failed to give reasonable answer
within seven days, said a DU
press release.

A similar showcause was
served on Babul Mia, Mahfuz
(residents of AF Rahman Hall),
Shipu, Shawon, Pintu and
Babla for their involvement in
felling some trees of the hall
premises recently without per-
mission of the authorities. The
meeting also decided to take ac-
tion against the non-student
oulsiders involved in the inci-
dent.

The same showcause notice
was also served on Kamal Hos-
sain, Mahbubul Islam Selim,
Pushpa, Shipu, Babla, Rizvi,
Mahfuz (AF Rahman Hall),
Tuhin, Sagar (2nd year student
of Islamic History), Arzu and
Asadul Islam for beating up
Mohammad Azim Uddin, a fi-
nal year student of Islamic
Studies on February 13.

In connection with a clash
on campus on April 13, the au-
thorities served the same notice
on Sagar (Accounting Depart-
ment), Abul Hasan Chowdhury,
(Geography and Environment),
Jewel (Bangla), Shawon (Law)
and Sohel.

The meeting also asked
Jewel of Bangla Department to
leave the hall immediately.

Police raided the hall and
arrested three guest from Room
No 143 early yesterday after the
incident of beating Ruhul Qud-
dus. But they were released
later, hall sources salid.

Omar, a third year student of
Management Department was
beaten up at the hall yesterday
noon. Omar belonged to a rival
faction of BCL, sources added.

Tension prevalled at the Sir
Salimullah Hall yesterday fol-
lowing clash between two
groups of ruling party backed
student organisation.

Death anniversary

The first death
anniversary of
Prof Muffazza-
lul Hugq, for-
mer chalrman
and professor
of Public Ad-
ministration
Deptt, of
Dhaka Univer-
sity will be observed today, says
a press release,

A milad mahfil will be held
at 49/B North Fullar Road to
mark the occasion. A discus-
slon meeting will also be held at
the Bangladesh Centre for Pol-
lcy Studies at 5:30 pin today.

Huq was the founder execu-
tive director of Bangladesh Cen-
tre for Polley Studies and
founder president of Mrochet,
an NGO working for Mro and
Khumi People of Bandarban
Hill distriet,

HC upholds retirement
of BSS journalists

The High Court yesterday
upheld the retirement of the
journalists and employees of
the National News Agency, BSS
at the age of 60, reports BSS.

Delivering {ud ement on
writ petitions filed by ten jour-
nalists and employees of BSS,
challenging their retirement
from services, the High Court
discharged its earlier rule as to
why the retirement order under
BSS Service Rule, 1995 shall
not be declared ultra vires.

The High Court Bench coin-
prising Justice Mainur Reza
Chowdhury and Justice Mo-
hammad Mozammel Hossain
said, "we do not find any ille-
gality in the retirement of the
petitioners from service of BSS
under Rule 53 of BSS Employees
Service Rules, 1995." The judges
observed that the Rule 53 relat-
ing to retirement of the BSS
employees, has been framed
under section 22 (1) of BSS Or-
dinance, 1979, The law was
passed for establishing BSS as a
statutory body with powers to
frame rule.

“There is no scope in the rule
to be considered as has been ul-
tra vires™, the Court said.

“So, the Rule issued earlier
by the High Court as to why the
order of retirement shall not be
declared illegal, is discharged
without any order to cost.”

The BSS Management on
May 24, 1997 retired 12 senior
journalists and employees, who
have crossed 60 years of their
age under the Service rules
framed in 1995. Of them, three
journalists and employees ac-
cepted the retirement but re-
malninilnine came back to BSS
under High Court stay order.
One of the retired employees,
bowever, died in the meantime.

Meanwhile, the former
Managing Director and Chief

Kamal 'Majumder
From page |

[ftekhar Ahmed Shipu. 38, a
cellular phone trader in the
city's UAE Market was gunned
down by three persons at the
market in Banani area on May
24.

An FIR in this regard was
registered with the Gulshan Po-
lice accusing Naimuzzaman
Jubair, son of Asaduzzaman,
director of Civil Aviation of
Bangladesh, Saiful Alam, son
of Ahmad Hossain and Jewel,
son of Kamal Majumder MP.

The DB took over the Shipu
murder case on June 4 but could
not arrest any of the accused as
yel.

CEPL

From page |

A meeting attended by work-
ers’ leaders, police officials,
CEPZ officials and representa-
tives from Qualitex Group, was
held at CEPZ office this aflter-
noon to resolve the crisis.

The meeting decided to rein-
state the terminated workers
after seven days, but the agitat-
ing workers rejected the deci-
sion demanding immediate re-
instatement meeting sources
said.

However the agitating work-
ers left the premises of GM's of-
fice at 7 pin.

Editor, Hussainuzzaman
Chowdhury, who passed the re-
tHirement orders to 12 journal-
Ists and employees, got retired
in the same rule.

The High Court took up the
cases of retirement for hearing
after three years, when one ol
the retired journalists, A S M

Habibullah, filed another writ
challenging the appointment of
Haroon Habib, one of the senior
journalists of BSS, as the new
Managing Director and Chief
Editor of the national organisa-
tion,

As the Court took up the writ
challenging the appointment of
the new Managing Director and
Chief Editor for hearing, coun-
sel of BSS Barrister Amir-ul
Islam challenged the locus
standt of Habibullah to file the
writ, since he was retired ear-
lier.

Masaki

From page 12
resort of Kuakata on March 19
this year.

Bashar told the Daily Star
he is certain that the person
whose name he cannot remem-
ber properly is the missing
brother of Michiyo. His rela-
tions yesterday left for Kuakata
to mount a search in the area.

“I went to police so that they
take action to find out the miss-
ing man. something I did out of
sympathy for his sister,”
Bashar said.

Masudur Rahman , a travel
organiser who is acting on be-
half Michiyo, said since her ap-
peal was launched with hand-
bills containing the last picture
of Arayama, there has been a
number of claims about finding
the missing Japanese.

“I have received calls from

"Lamia in Bandarban to Prénttali

i ‘Rajshahi. There were also
callers from Sirajganj, Sherpur
and Dhaka, all claiming that
Arayama had been found. We
are trying to follow the leads
including one who claimed that
a person is lodged at the prison
wing of BBSMR Medical Uni-
versity hospital,” Rahman
added.

He also sald he was trying to
look into Bashar's claim cor-
roborated by two youths who
told a tabloid daily in Dhaka
that they saw a Japanese man
in late forties whose descrip-
tion tallies with that of Koga
Michiyo.

The man appeared to be
mentally deranged and had
changed a dollar from the
youths. He was stayving at a
cheap hotel in Kuakata, Rah-
man quoted the young men as
saying.

He said he would e-mail to
Michiyo today the picture pro-
vided by Bashar of the man he
claims to be Arayama. He also
sought help of the public and
police to locate the missing per-
son.

Michiyo in her appeal ear-
lier said Arayama had disap-
peared after trips to Rangamati
and Kaptai and that she does
not know whether her brother
was alive or not. Anyone find-
ing him should dial her on 814-
224- 64389 in Japan or inform

the Japanese Embassy in
Dhaka

From page |

waves and sat side by side in
armchalrs. Kim Dae-jung told
Kim Jong Il that he hoped the
two Koreas “will end hostility
and open a new era of reconcili-
ation and cooperation,” accord-
ing to South Korean pool re-
ports. Kim Jong Il said his goal
was the same.

Kim Dae-jung later met
North Korea's ceremonial head
of state, Kim Yong Nam,
watched an arts performance
and was scheduled to attend a
state dinner before holdin
more talks with Kim Jong
tomorrow.

The summit offers the great-
est hope for peace on the divided
Korean peninsula In more than
50 years. Leaders of South Ko-
rea and North Korea have never
met since the two countries
were founded in 1948 in the
Cold War's infancy, and the
conflict between two popula-
tions that speak the same lan-
guage and share the same ethnic

roots has been bitter and
bloody.
During the summit. Kim

'Dae-jung is expected to ask Kim

Jong 1l to agree to reunions of
separated families, a summit
sequel in Seoul and other con-
ciliatory gestures In exchange
for economic resources from
the South. Though endowed
with long-range missile capa-
bilities, North Korea was un-
able to feed its own people in the
late 1990s and today is reliant
on food ald from its traditional
foes: South Korea. Japan and
the United States.

Before leaving Seoul, Kim
Dae-jung said he planned to
talk candidly with Kim Jong 1l
and hoped to learn about the
thinking of the reclusive head
of the totalitarian reghme. He
waried that the reconciliation
process will be lengthy.

Reunification — the stated

oal of both nations — also Is
ikely to be a lengthy and diffi-
cult process. The first summit
between leaders of East Ger-

mmh_u

Korean summit begins

many and West Germany was

held in 1970, two decades before

&e“dismanlling of the Berlin
all.

Anlmosit

and suspicion
remaln fres

in the Koreas a
half-century after the commu-
nist Nnrth,rgacked by the Soviet
Union and joined by Chinese
troops. fought the pro-Western
South and {ts US-led allies.

Yet driven partly by desper-
ation for economlic ald to re-
build its dilapidated economy,
the North embarked on a new
course over the last yvear, seek-
ing diplomatic contacts with
the outside world that culmi-
nated in the decision to host an
inter-Korean summit.

The celebratory mood now is
such that The Korea Times, an
English-language dally, com-
vared the suminit to the 1969
anding of a man on the moon.
"One small step for reconcilia-
tion, one glant leap for reunifi-
cation,” the newspaper de-
clared.

Furore over 'fix

From page |
inquiry commission and the
Pakistan Cricket Board had to
say on this matter.

His view was supported by
batsinan Mehrab Hossain, who
insisted that nothing happened
during the game to suggest to
him that the outcome had been
fixed.

‘I can never believe this alle-
gation and rather feel it is a
conspiracy from some quarter,
Cricket is an uncertain game
and thus Bangladesh winning
that match with Pakistan was a
result of our efforts. We put in
the best."

India's 47-run victory at Old
Trafford was their only success
in the Super Six phase of the
competition. They scored 227
for six In their 50 overs and
then bowled Pakistan out for
180, with Venkatesh Prasad
taking five for 27.

But Indian Cricket Board
secretary Jayawant Lele said:
"How can a match between In-
dia and Pakistan be fixed when
both teams are out to get one
another?

‘Pakistan were keen on beat-
ing India because they had
never beaten us in the World
Cup.”

Anshuman Gaekwad, Indian
coach during the tournament,
described the match as "very
competitive".

e added: "Pakistan fought
very hard before golng down. |
went into the Pakistan dressing
room after the match and the
players were very depressed by
the defeat.” '

“The match took place at the

1 )

'

height of the Kargil border
clashes between India and Pak-
Istan,” a former Test star said.
"Only a cricketer with very low
morals would have gone against
his own country in those days.

“It's a relief India won that
Eame because you can only be

ribed for losing, not winning,"
he said. |

The allegations surfaced at
the King Commission hearing
in Cape Town on Monday when
Dr All Bacher, head of the
United Cricket Board of South
Africa, revealed that Majid had
told him the two games were
fixed. |

"Whatever Bacher has stated
about me is correct and | stand
by his statement that those
matches were fixed," Khan later
confirmed, admitting that he
had no proof.

PCB boss Zia meanwhile
sald he was unhappy because
Majid had not ma:ﬁ: his doubts
known to the Board since his
three-year term as chairman
ended during the last year's
World Cup.

"Why did Majid keep sitting
on this Information for nearly
a year. Why didn't he tell any of
the cricket board officials or
write to the judicial commis-
slon,” Zla said to Reuters in
Karachi.

"A lot of accusations are be-
ing made on purely hearsay.
That doesn't solve the problem
but complicates it because every
board can stand up and accuse
the other board,” he said.

He sald Bacher's charges
only masked the crisis In South
Africa.

Rubel murder

From page 12
office.

He also told the court that he
watched Rubel being tortured by
sub-inspector Haitul Islam
Thakur with a stick. At about
12 pm he came to know that the
boy (Rubel) died.

Shamim Reza Rubel, 24, a
BBA student of the Independent
University was picked up from
his Siddeswarl residence by a
team of DB police on July 23,
1998 and tortured to death in
the custocdy the same day.

Corruption

From page |
attempts in poverty reduction,
noting that “"the tendency in
Bangladesh is positive. More
and more democratization Iis
going on, a number of local %::w—
ernment polls were held while
more are in line, and there are
numerous attempts on cominu-

nity empowerment.”
Presenting a slideshow on
the poverty report, Overcoming
Human Poverty, UNDP pro-
gramme officer Shams

Muztaba. however. concluded
that most of the 140 countries
that the report covered could
achieve little progress in the
fight against poverty since the
1995 social development sum-
mit.

South Asian countries in-
cluding Bangladesh were lag-
ging far behind In achieving the
ambitious poverty reduction
targets that they had set back in
1993 in Dhaka Declaration.
said the UNDP official.

As per their plan the South
Asian countries are supposed to
completely eradicate the
Tegtrenie 'poverty’. (I fiot'the
overall poverty, by year'2002.
But as per current status
Bangladesh would still have 32
per cent of its people under the
poverty line in 2002, he said
Currently, Bangladesh have one
quarter of its population at the
level of ultra-poor, often dubbed
as hardcore poor.

According to the UNDP re-
port, number of poor people
rose in all South Asian coun-
tries except Sri Lanka in mid
'90s in comparison to mid '80s.

It depicted success of social
mobilisation in Kishoreganj
district of Bangladesh where

villagers mobilised Tk 45.6
million from their own sav-
ings.

“If corruption were cleaned
up at the same time that the
poor organized themselves,
many national poverty pro-
grammes would have immedi-
ately ratchet up their success.”

Road accidents

From page 12
night.

Another unidentified voung
man aged about 20 was injured
in an accident near Bijoy
Sarani at about 1 ain. He suc-
cumbed to injuries at DMCH in
the early hours of yesterday.

Kamruzzaman, 32, a maxi-
driver was Kkilled on the spot at
Khilkhet at 1 pm when the maxi
overturned there.

Shameem Khan aged about
23 was seriously injured at
Kanchpur area at about 3 pm
vesterday when a minibus hit
him from behind. He was taken
to DMCH where the attending
doctor declared him dead

At least two people were
killed and ten others injured in
a road accident at Putiya under
Daudkandhi Upazila on
Dhaka-Chittagong highway
vesterday morning, police said.

The accident occurred when
a Dhaka-bound bus from
Comlilla collided head-on with
a pick-up van coming from the
opposite direction. The dead are
pick-up van driver and its pas-
sen _L*l".

he injured were admitted to
the local hospital.

Hasina attends

From page |
utes,

The Prime Minister person-
ally conveyed her deep sympa-
thy and condolences to the de-
ceased'’s son Dr Bashar,

She termed President Assad
as a great leader of the Mus.dm
Ummah, who had always soft
corner for Bangladesh and its
people.

While consoling Dr Bashar,
the Prime Minister hoped that
the new president would be able
to play a vital role in bringing
peace in this trouble-torn re-
gion.,

Exprcssinf, his deep satis-
faction over the existing [riend-
ly relations between Syria and
Bangladesh, Dr Bashar said,
“our relations are based on
cultural and religious bonds.”

The Syrian President-nom-
inate was extended an invita-

. tion by Sheikh Hasina to visit

Bangladesh at a mutually con-
venienl time,

Assad laid to rest

From page |
bore the body of President As-
sad throu
with weeping, chanting mourn-
ers today.,

In dark suits or flowing Arab
robes, world leaders and other
dignitaries paid tribute at the
flag-draped casket of Assad as
his body lay in state in the
elaborate white-marble People's
Palace, set on a Damascus
hillside.

His son and designated heir,
Bashar Assad, was flanked in
the funeral procession by Syri-
a's defense minister, a symbol
of the key support Syria's pow-
erful military has thrown be-
hind him. Young and politi-
cally untested, the 34-year-old
Bashar was meeting for the first
time some of those leaders
paying homage to his father,
who had ruled Syria with an
iron fist for three decades.

US Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright bowed her
head briefly before the casket
and then spoke privately with
Bashar for about 20 minutes.
Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat, who had quarreled bit-
terly with the elder Assad,
saluted before the coffin, then
kissed Bashar, clasping his
hand and speaking intently for
a few moments.

The US Security Council ob-
served a minute of silence and
the UN flag flew at half staff to-
dav as signs of mourning for
President Assad

Although Syria’s official hi-
erarchy has given Bashar Assad
its blessing, it remained to be
seen whether he could hold his

own in the unforgieing political

milieu of Syria and the Middle
East — and how the leadership
change in hard-line, isolated
Syria might affect prospects for
a comprehensive peace

Even amid the mourning,
regional politics took center
stage, Syria used the occasion to
trumpet the withdrawal of ls-
raeli troops from south
Lebanon three weeks ago after a
long campaign by the Shiite
Muslim guerillas of Hezbollah
to drive them out, and to under-
score its hopes of regaining the
Golan Heights, captured by Is-
rael in the 1967 Middle East
War.

When Hezbollah leader Has-
san Nasrallah arrived at the
palace where Assad lay in state,
the announcer on Syria's state-

gh streets thronged '

run TV said, "Thank God you
saw the south (of Lebanon) lib-
erated ...We will liberate our
Golan, God willing, because ...
the banner has been transferred
fo the faithful young man"— re-
ferring to Bashar Assad.

On the streets of Damascus,
tens of thousands of mourners
surged along the cortege route,
waving portraits of both As-
sads, some fainting in the
scorching heat. Soldiers
handed out water to spectators,
while ambulances stood by
along the procession route.

Today. the nation bids
farewell to its leader.” the
Tishreen newspaper said in a
headline. The front page of the
Al-Thawraa newspaper was
filled by a huge black-bordered
portrait of Assad. Syrian tele-
vision carried the daviong spec-
tacle live.

For ordinary Syrians. the
loss of the only president many
had ever known sparked a re-
markable outpouring of grief
that at tiimes seemed staged, at
other times almost unbearably
heartfelt. They took to the
streets of cities and villages,
chanting praise for Assad and
Bashar.

'l would rather died and the
president was still alive,” said
67-vear-old Mohammed al-Ri-
fai Ali Masri. Young men bared
their chests and in a gesture
characteristic of Shiite Islam,
ripped at their flesh with
knives.

“You see all these people be-
cause Assad was a good man,”
said Hosam Chalabi, a 17-year-
old student. "We have to come to
Say goodbye. Tt IS'thé one small
thirig we can do.”

Some Syrians spent the
night along the route. Others,
headed out early in the morn-
ing. dressed in black, walking
in groups, silent except for the
padding of their feet. The wail
of Koranic verses from mosque
speakers filled the streets.

The late president was
known as the "Lion of Damas-
cus’ — the word "assad” means
lion in Arabic. He roe to power
through the ranks of the mili-
tary and the all-powerful Baath
Party. His autocratic rule tram-
pled democratic rights, but
brought Syrians a sense of sta-
bility in the wake of one coup
after another following inde-
pendence from France in 1946.
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porting potatoes for the first
time and vegetables are being
exported to European market in
addition to the Asian coun-
tries.”

Blasting BNP for its crit-
cism of the budget, the minister
wondered why the opposition
party leaders gave reactions
separately. It appears that for-
mer finance minister Saifur
Rahman and former state min-
ister for planning Dr. Moyeen
Khan have distanced them-
selves from the exercise by oth-
ers, she said.

Dr. Mohiuddin Khan Alam-
gir termed the proposed budget a
very positive financial adjust-
ment with specific guidelines
for speedy poverty alleviation
in the country.

Calling the new budget a pro-
people fiscal document, he said
it was framed in the light of the
ongoing Fifth Five Year Plan to
bring down the counitrys
poverty level to 32 per cent the
next year.

He said the BNP leaders
“hollow remarks™ about the
budget outside the parliament
count for nothing.

The planning minister
blasted Saifur Rahman for his
comment on the proposed bud-
get. He said Saifur is a mere ac-
countant and questioned his
knowledge of economics.

“An accountant can never be
an economist and if it happens
so. then we must say that a little
learning is a dangerous thing,~
he said.

The deficit budget this year
aims to pursue better manage-
ment and efficiency in the
economy, he said, adding that
Saifur had never placed a bal-
anced or pro-people budget
during his tenures.

Dr Alamgir told parliament
that he was ready to accept the
BNP challenge about the AL
government’s growth rate of 5.2
per cent.,

On Saifur remark about the
government's bank horrnwlnpi.
the planning minister said T
3,500 crore was borrowed to
spend for development.

“Our rate of borrowing Irom
banks is only five per cent of
the GNP". he said, adding that
such borrowings in developed
countries are at much higher
rates.
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Budget discussion

AKkhtaruzzaman said the
budget for 2000-01 is the reflec-
tion of the governments vision
to maintain a stable economy
by alleviating poverty. The pro-
posed budget has been designed
in line with three others by AL
government to continue the
pace of development, he added.

He praised the government
for giving incentives of Tk 15
crore to the IT sector

Earlier, opening the discus-
sion., Panna Kaiser dubbed the
proposed budget as a
“landmark™. She blamed the
opposition for “misleading the
people through fictitious
speeches™ without attending the
sSession

Prof. Jannatul Ferdous
urged the boycotting opposition
MPs to return to parliament
and strengthen parliamentary
democracy.

WB: Growth rate
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in Dhaka. Rajshahi and Sylhet
with villagers, slum dwellers,
district leaders, businessmen,
labour leaders, NGOs, aca-
demics, donors, civil servants,
MPs and ministers.

e second round of consul-
tations will be held in May-
June in Chittagong. Dhaka. Ra-
jshahi. and Svlhet to provide
feedback on the first round

The CAS progranune is being
designed to achieve several ob-
jectives that include imprm*inﬁ
economic performance throug
improved governance and em-
powerment, particularly of the
poor and the women.

[t aims at strengthening
macroeconomic management
for faster growth and poverty
reduction, more pro-poor
growth by supporting structural
reforms, rural development and
growth in export of manufac-
tured goods.

Other features of the CAS
yrogramine  are acccleratlnﬁ
Lumun development throug
health, education and training
programmes and reducing the
vulnerability and insecurity of
the poor through disaster miti-
gation, responding to the ar-
senic contamination crisis,
strengthening social safety
nets, reforming the civil justice
systemn and fmproving envi-
ronment management.




