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SUVA, Fiji, June 13: Fiji's
military ruler said today he
would name a civilian govern-
ment within days, and it wounld
not include coup leader George
Speight or his supporters, re-
ports AP. »

Commodore Frank Baini-
marama would announce the
makeup of Fiji's new adminis-
tration by the end of the week,
sald military spokesman Capt
Eroni Volavola, confirming lo-
cal radio reports.

Hours after the announce-
ment, a bomb threat was made
by a telephone call to the Tele-
com Fiji head office (n the capi-
tal Suva. Dozens of workers
were evacuated from the build-
ing and bomb squad experts
sent in.

Military and fireman cor-
doned off the Immediate area
around the six-story concrete
building.

[t was not immediately clear

who issued the threat, said a

military officer overseeing the

iji army
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Speight won't be included

evacuation. He declined to give
his name.

The bomb scare came as
traders, most of the them ethnic
Indians, began reopening shops
in the city. Many stores were
looted and burned by a rampag-
ing mob shortly after Speight
staged a coup May 19,

Negotiations
Bainimarama and Speight —
who Is holding 31 hostages in-
cluding deposed prime minister
Mahendra Chaudhry — have
been deadlocked for more than
a week over the makeup of Fiji's
next administration.

Although Bainimarama's
martial law regime has taken
steps that meet a number of
Speight’s demands — including
throwing out Fiji's constitution
and offering an amnesty to key
supporters — Speight has said
he will hold onto his hostages
until the military agrees to a
plan including him as a candi-
date to lead the new govern-

ment.

Speight claims to be acting
on behalf of Fiji's indigenous
majority in his fight for a new
government system that dis-
criminates against the ethnic
Indian minority by denying
them political power, Chaudhry
last year became the first ethnic

between ‘lll(“i:'lll to become Fiji's prime

minister.

One of the main disputes
between indigenous Fijlans and

ethnic Indians Is over sugar, the
nation's biggest industry. In-
dian farmers bullt it by operat-
ing plantations on land com-
munally owned by Indigenous
Fijians and leased at low rates
set by English colonial law.

Those leases are due (o be re-
newed, and Chaudhry's refusal
to accept demands for higher
rental rates enraged many Fi-
jians. Sugar exports make up
around 40 per cent of Fijl's
gross domestic product of

around 3 billlon Fiji dollars
(US dirs 1.44 billion) annually.

Volavola sald Bainimarama
was picking a Cabinet made u
of people "totally outside both
the llldltﬂl’}' and the people in-
side parliament,” where the
hostages are being held.

"That's just somethin
George will have to live with,’
Volavola told The Associated
Press.

Balnimarama told state-run
Fiji Radio that the people of Fijl
wanted the military govern-
ment to negotiate the release of
the hostages and then to "set in
place a civilian government to
steer the country toward
democracy.”

"We all know that this will
not be an easy task and one that
may not satisfy the interna-
tional community,” he said.

Bainlmarama has said he
wants the civillan government
to oversee changes to the consti-
tution and, eventually, new
elections.

Ist Ayurvedic
hospital to
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LONDON, June 13: The first
Ayurvedic hospital outside In-
dia opens at Chiswick here next
month where patients will be
provided free treatment,
medicine and accommodation,
its founder Gopi Warrier said
today, reports PTIL.

We want to protect the intel-
lectual heritage of India. More-
over, until now, people who
wanted to be treated in an
Ayurvedic hospital had to go to
India, and many did, Warrier,
whose family has run
Ayurvedic hospitals in Kerala
for generations, told PTI.

arrier, who opened a clinic
here 12 years ago. said we expect
our patients to come from all
over this country, Europe and
possibly the world.

A growing number of people
in Britain are turning to
Ayurveda, one of the oldest sys-
tems of medicine in the world.

This growing demand 1o-
gether with a trend among
celebrities to experiment with
all things eastern has led to un-
scrupulous and unqualified
practitioners to take advantage
of the situation, Warrier said

Ayurveda is a powerlul
(systemn of) medicine. In the
wrong hands it could be danger-
ous. Every patient is an indi-

vidual and must be treated dif- :

ferently. he said.

Warrier has set up a herbal
medical database detailin%
100.000 clinical trials of herba

remedies., half of them
Ayurvedic.
Avurvedic treatmment 1is

rooted in a tradition of selfless
services which cannot be cor-
rupted by money. What matters
is the science and the sacred-
ness. This is the only way to in-
trodluce Ayurveda to the widest
possible public. he said

Hacker offers
safety tips

KUALA LUMPUR, June 13: A
hacker who recently broke into
at least 21 websites founded by
government supporters has now
offered online tips on how to
keep out infiltrators, reports
AP.

In a message posted Monday
on a local Internet daily, the
hacker calling himself
"Xenophoria® listed nine pre-
cautions which he claimed
would prevent a break-in. Most
involved ways of keeping a
password secret.

"As a concerned human be-
ing who doesn't want to show
off. ] humnbly wish to advise all
pro-reform website administra-
tors to take these few precau-
tions.” the hacker wrote in a
Malay-language letter to
Malaysiakini news website.

The hacker added that he
planned to launch a new website
soon on Internet security 1o
help Malaysian opposition ac-
tivists safeguard their online
strongholds. He did not elabo-
rate.

Last weekend, "Xenophoria”
invaded at least 21 pro-gov-
ernment websites, posting im-
ages of skulls and demands for
greater press [reedom, appar-
ently to retaliate against earlier
assaults on several opposition
websites.
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Clinton meetS Wahid: President Bill

Clinton met with Indonesian President Abdurrahman Wahid
during a short visit to discuss the country's troubles, AP reports

South Korean soldiers watch TV showing the historic summit between South and North
Korea in the North Korea's capital city Pyongyang, at their camp in Cholwon, north of
Seoul, yesterday. South korean President kim arrived in Pyongyang for the historic

summit with North Korean leader Kim Jong-IlI.

—AFP photo

Millions of S Koreans see
first live 1images of North

SEOUL, June 13: Millions of
South Koreans were stunned to-
day by the first live television
images of North Korea beamed
into their homes, reports AFP.

They saw Pyongyang's
sparse Sunan airport as the
first South Korean top leader
landed there in 55 years.

Television cameramen were
among the 50 South Korean
journalists allowed to accom-
pany President Kim Dae-Jung
on his historic journey to the
North. seeking peace and even-
tual reunification.

People huddled around tele-
vision sets and gaped at giant
screens across the country.

But there was no live cover-
age in the host country itself.
the South Korean reporters in
Pvongyang said.

It was an emotional moment

as hundreds of Korean reporters
at the press centre in Seoul
burst into applause at seeing the
North's Stalinist leader Kim
Jong-Il appear in person at the
airport.

"We did not expect that Kim
Jong-Il would turn up himself,
that is why we were excited,”
said a Korean reporter who
clapped and cheered while
watching the arrival scenes at
the press centre fitted out with
two giant screerns.

Excitement was palpable as
Kim Jong-ll, clad in khaki
trousers and jacket, walked
briskly along the red carpet
leading up to the aircraft.

There was loud applause
again as Kim Jong-Il shook
bands with Kim Dae-Jung.

A third burst of applause
broke out when the two leaders

were seen getting into the same
lHmousine

It was a touching moment,
It was the lirst time lor e to

see things happening in the
North live since my birth,"” said
Lee Kyu-Sun, a 33-year-old
housewife in Seoul.

“I've never even dreamed of
watching such a thing on the TV
screen at my home here," Lee
said.

South Korea, which had
banned unauthorised contacts
and watching of North Korean
television under the draconian
National Security Law dating
back to the era of the countrv's
rightwing dictatorships. has in
recent months eased the curbs.

While the mass ol North Ko-
reans have 1o access to Soutl
Korean television, the leader-
ship apparently does.

Investigators submit report
on Love Bug virus

MANILA, June 13: Philip-
pine investigators submitted a
report today on the "ILOVEYOU"
computer virus to their lawyers,
who will determine what laws
were violated and who should
be charged, officials sald, re-
ports AP.

"They are now evaluating
it... their recommendations

may be made later this week
said Elfren Meneses, head of the
National Bureau of Investiga-
tion's anti-fraud and computer
crimes division.

He refused to give details of

White House spokesman Mike Hammer said Clinton went
over Wahid’'s economic and military reform programines, as
well as Indonesia’s political situation during a brief meeting
Monday. "The president encouraged him to strengthen Indone-
sla's democracy,” Hammer sald, adding that they "no doubt”
discussed the East Timor situation. Clinton’'s national security
adviser, Sandy Berger, was also present at the half-hour meet-
ing. Wahid Is In the United States primarily for medical rea-

Quake rattles islands in Greece:

A strong earthquake rattled islands In southern Greece on
Tuesday, but there were no reporlts of Injuries or damage, AP

The Athens Geodynamic Institute sald the undersea quake
reliminary magnitude of 5.7 and occurred at 4.43 am
(0743 BST). about 450 kilometres southeast of Athens near the

the report, but said it addressed
the issue of laws that may have
been violated in the spread of
the virus despite the Philip-
pines’ lack of legislation cover-
ing computer crimes.

A leading suspect is believed
to be Onel de Guzman, a com-
puter programming student
who told reporters he may have
accidentally released the virus.

The telephone line in De
Guzman's apartment is believed
to have been used to spread the
virus.

NBI agents seized computer

disketles, telephones and other
computer accessories in a raid
of the apartmment, but found no
computer or modem.

Officials at the Philippines’
AMA Computer College, where
de Guzman studied, said they re-
jected his thesis proposal,
which involved a software pro-
gramie that steals passwords
of Internet users, a feature of
the Love Bug virus

AMA Assistant Vice Presi-
dent Johnny Ramos sald de
Gruzman did not enroll for the
current terim

International
to name civilian
govt this week
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Floods in India:
20 killed

GUWAHATI, India, June 13:
Floods triggered by heavy mon-
soon rains have killed at least
20 people and marooned more
than 10,000 villagers in India’s
remote northeast, government
officlals said today, reports AP.

The deaths occurred as sev-
eral houses collapsed in Assam
and Arunachal Pradesh states
over the past three days, the of-
ficlals said.

Ihe floodwaters also threat-
cined to submerge the 430-
square-kilometre Kaziranga
National Park, which boasts
the world’s largest population
of the one-horned rhino.

The reserve is In a remote
part of Assam stateé, which

records some of the heaviest
rainfall on earth.

Authorities sounded an alert
in the two states as the over-
flowing Brahmaputra river
submerged large tracts of land,
killing more than 4,000 cattle,
The Statesman newspaper re-
ported Tuesday.

At least 5,000 people were
marooned in sprawling Majuli
island in eastern Assam state
Another 5,000 people awaited
cvacuation from their floodecl
villages in Arunachal Prades)
state, the oflicials saidd,

3 killed 1n
Pak train
collision

KARACHI, June 13: At least
three people were Killed and
several injured today when two
passenger trains collided in
sounthern Pakistan's Sindh
province, police and ambulance
sources said, reports AFP.

They said the Peshawar-
bound Awam Express plonghed
into the Shah Latil Express
near Jhampir. 130 Kllometres
north of Karachi

Initial reports said the de-
ceased included the driver anda
guard of the Awam Express.

Railway officials, police and
volunteers from the private
Edhi Welfare Trust have rushed
to the area and rescue work was
underway, officials said.

Solomon Islands
PM to resign
In two days

HONIARA, June 13: Facing
threats from rebels who have
captured the capital, the embit-
tered prime minister of the
Solomon Islands said today
that he will resign in two days.
a move he warned could cause
more fighting and the break up
of the South Pacific nation, re-
ports AP.

Prime Minister
Bartholomew Ulufa'alu told. the
Ihe Associated Press in an ex-
clusive interview that he had no
sale choice but to stand down
Thursday, regardless of the out-
come of a parliamentary vote of
no confidence on his leadership
sel for that day.

[he vote was the result of a
tleal with rebels who seized Ulu-
la'alu at gun-point on Monday
and demanded that he resign. A
few days later, they released
him and allowed him to stay in
office until the parliament de-
cided his future.

Ulufa'alu said it was just an
attempt to give the change of
leadership the appearance of
legitimacy.

Ulufa'alu called the entire
process "a sheer mockery of
democracy” because he was still
resigning under duress. fcaring
that the rebels would harm his
family and Cabiet ministers if
he staved in office,

Corruption case

Suharto’s son
questioned

JAKARTA, June 13: 5Stan
prosecutors extended a corrup
tion investigation against o\
President Suharto by question
ing his youngest son Mound.n
reports AP.

Accompanied by his [ather s
legal team, Hutomo “Tomunn
Mandala Putra, declined 1o
comment when he arrived at
the Attorney General's olfice

"Please ask the prosecutors
later,” he told reporters.

Tommy is the third Suhar-
to's six superrich children to be

questioned over his father's
case.
Eldest daughter Siti

Hardiyanti Rukmana and mid-
dle son Bambang Trihatmodjo
have been quizzed by prosecu-
tors in the past.

country with an iron fist for 30 years, died on June 10 at the age of 69.

S}rrinn workers carrying pictures of late Syrian President Hafez al-Assad and his son and
likely successor Bashar march towards Syrian Intelligence headquarters in Beirut yester-
day, while in Damascus Assad's official state funeral took place. Assad, who ruled his

— AFP photo

Political scenario in Syria

DUBAI, June 13: A son of
Rifaat al-Assad, the exiled
brother of late Syrian President
Halez al-Assad who challenged
the nomination of Assad's son
Bashar as next leader, sald to-
day he supported his cousin's
position, reports Reuters.

Mudar al-Assad, one of Ri-
faat's 16 children, did not
openly criticise his father's
challenge to Bashar's new role,
but told Qatar's al-Jazeera
satellite television from Syria
that Bashar had the support
and confidence of the Syrian
people.

"Bashar is our hope.... He is
the new generation and we need
the new generation... We have
confidence in him and our
hopes are in him. We are with
him with all our hearts,” Mudar
said

Hafez al-Assad, who ruled
his country for three decades,
died suddenly in Damascus on
Saturday. He was being buried
at the Assad hometown of Qar-

daha after a state funeral on
Tuesday.

Rifaat, in remarks to Reuters
through his spokesman, on
Monday denounced Bashar's
nomination as unconstitu-
tional and vowed to mount a
challenge himself

He later issued a statement
saying his older brother was
“like a father, a brother and
leader™ to him and accused
some in Syria of taking mea-
sures that violated the consti-
tution

Rifaat vowed to the Syrian
people that “there will be new
correctional movement for a
new path that will include all
political, social and economic
sectors.”

"There will be freedom in
Syria, there will be democracy
in Svria and the citizen will
take up his role in building the
country and choosing his repre-
sentatives,” Rifaat added

Somar al-Assad. another of
Rifaat's sons. 1old Keaters that

Son of Rifaat Al Assad supports
Bashar's leadership

is brother was expressing the
view that family came first and

noted that Mudar lived in Svria
and supported the authorities

"He nation is more fimpor-
tant than the family. Rifaat al-
Assad has 16 children and
those of them who live in Syria
cannot speak so freely.” Somar
said from his father's exile
home in Marbella, Spain.

Rifaat, 62, has lived in exile
since 1986, after his "defence
brigades”™ mounted a failed
challenge to his brother's au-
thority. But some of his chil-
dren chose to stay in Syria.

Rifaat was stripped of the ti-
tle of vice-president two years
ago, and a newspaper said on
Monday the Syrian authorities
had issued a warrant for his ar-
rest

President Assad died aged 69
after ruling Syria for 30 vears
Jashar was swiftly nominated
by the ruling Baath Party for
the post of president

MOSCOW, June 13: US De-
fence Secretary Williamn Cohen
said today that a Russian plan
to develop a joint anti-missile
shield could not offer Washing-
ton the protection it needs
against nuclear-threshold
‘rogue states”, reports AFP

Despite being urged by Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin
during talks at the Kremlin to
accept Moscow's proposal for a
joint system, Cohen told him
that the US did not see it as an
alternative to its own planned
missile umbrella
In a briefing to journalists
after the talks, Cohen said he
had told Putin that Washington
would "be interested in explor-
ing with them the concept of 'an
umbrella over the emerging
threat areas’ and what that

would entail technically as well
as from a practical point of
view

But he added that "in the
short term it would not provide
the Kind of protection we would
need for the United States,” Co-
hen added

Putin for his part urged two
countries to "consider together
the problems which are ol con-
cern to Russia and the United
States,” including a joint anti-
missile defence system. cited by
Russian news agencies

Washington says only its na-
tional missile defence system
(NMD) can protect the United
States from the threat posed by
Iran. Iraq. and North Korea, un-
friendly states developing bal-
listic uidd nuclear war-
head e hinolopy

111155118

‘No alternative to US
anti-missile plan’

Russia opposes NMD, saying
it will hurt Russia's deterrence
and spark a new arms race
Moscow in ill afford

The missile shield will
breach the 1972 Anti-Ballistic

Missile Treaty (ABM), the cor-
nerstone of arms control
agreements for almost 30 years,
unless Russia agrees changes to
allow a limited US system

Putin has vowed to tear up
all arms controls accords with
the United States if Washington
unilaterally decides to deploy
NMD

{'l‘llf':l -.1'..I]L I]'[‘i rll!:."'[‘
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part Igor Sergeyev, described
the half-an-hour talks with
Putin as a “very candid ex-

ol views

change

from US nuclear lab

WASHINGTON, June 13: The
US Energy Department said
Monday it had launched an in-
vestigation into the disappear-
ance of classified electronic
data from the Los Alamos nu-
clear research laboratory in
New Mexico, reports AFP.

A joint probe by the Energy
Department and the Federal
Bureaun of Investigation (FBI)
was under way Into the missing
information that was stored on
electronic media, officials said.

“This Is an extremely serious

matter and we are taking swilt
action to deal with it." said
John Browne, the director of

the Los Alamnos National Labo-
ratory.

"At this point, there is no ev-.
idence that suggests espionage
Is Involved in this incident.”
sald Ed Curran, the head of the
energy department's office of
counterintelligence,

The Los Alamos lab offi-
clally Informed the Energy De-
partment about the incident on
June 1, according to the state-
ment.

“If the inquiry reveals that
individuals did not fulfil their
responsibilities with respect to
this matter, they will face cer-
tain and appropriate disci-
plinary actions,” Browne said.

Authorities are searching
computers, safes, and storage
areas where highly classified
information, such as on the de-
velopment of nueclear weapons,
Is Kept. Access to the areas I8
very limited, and everyone with
access Is being questioned, fed-
eral anthoritlies said in a state-
ment.

The lab Is under particular
scruliny since It was where a
Falwanese-born American nn-
clear physicist, accused ol spy-
Ing lor China, worked,

In December, a US federal
grand jury indicted the scien-
tist, Wen Ho Lee. 59, on charges
.t-.trnlminf{ from his alleged
copying of computer files on the
research, design, construction

and testing of US nuclear
weapons.
The iIndictment stopped

short of accusing Lee of actually
handing secrets over to China
or any other nation, and in-
stead focused on security lapses,
Lee has denied the accusations.

Federal authorities have
made little comment on the
disappearance and have not
made a connection between this
incident and the case against
Lee.

The laboratory Is operalted
by the University of California
lor the US Department of En-
ergy. It Is considered the birth-
place of the atomic bomb

Classified data missing|

TOKYO, June 13: Japan's -
popular prime minister
launched his fight to stay in of-
fice on Tuesday with the start ol
the campaign for June 25 elec-
tions, battling new poll num-
bers showing public support for

his government at historical
lows, reports AP.
Yoshiro Mori and nearly

| 400 other candidates are run-
ning for 480 seats in the power-
ful lower house of Parliament
Mori's Liberal Democrats hold
267 of the current 500 seats, and
with their two coalition part-
ners control 336, a comiortable
majority

Candidates started making
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appearances around the coun-
try, most typically by traveling
in small trucks with signs bear-
ing their names and fitted with
loudspeakers through which
the politicians made their ap-
peals

Mori started his campaign
with a stop in central Tokyo

‘The three coalition parties
are firmly united and are work-
ing toward Japan's recovery I
the 21st century,” he bellowed
through a microphone Tuesday
morning

The 12-day campaign comes
as the prime ministers public
support has nose-dived in the
aftermath of a series ol gatles

J apanese PM kicks off campaign
for June 25 elections

including the premiers re-
peated use of phrases associated
with emperor-worship and
Japan s militarist past.

In the latest sign ol trouble,
the national Asahi newspaper
mn Tuesday showed the Cabi-
net's support rate at 19 per cent,
the lowest the paper has
recorded [or a governmeiut go-
ing into an election

f."-‘w[‘lﬂt-‘ Mori's S.IL‘\QHIQ Sup-

port, LDP leaders have saul they
hope to win at least 229 scals iu
thie lower hhouse. Thongh con-
sidered a fairly easy goal lall-
ure to attain that level could

force Mort 1o resigid
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Yuko Obuchi (C), second daughter of late Japanese prime minister Keizo Ohuchi. greets
her ~upporters upon arrival at a campaign rally for the Liberal Democratic Party (LDEP) av
her constituency in Shibukawa 120 km north of Tokyo vesterday. The official campaign for
June 25 general elections began yesterday with the support rate for the Prime Minister
L Yoshiro Mori's government slumping in the latest poll.
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