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Hasina leaves
for Damascus

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina left for Damascus yes-
terday evening to attend the fu-
neral of Syrian President Hafez
Al-Assad, reports UNB.

The funeral service will be
held today at his village home
at Qardaha, 200-km northwest
of Syrian capital Damascus.

Hasina is accompanied by
State Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury,
Foreign Secretary CM Shafi
Sami and Press OSecretary
Jawadul Karim.

Cabinet members, the chiefs
of three services and the Dean
of diplomatic corps were at the
airport to see off the Prime
Minister.

Hasina is expected to retur
home 1omorrow.

Khaleda thanks
people for
observing hartal

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Khaleda Zia sald
the people have rejected the
‘anti-people’ budget by success-
fully observing yesterday's na-
tionwide dawn-to-dusk hartal
reports UNB,

The people once again ex-
pressed their ‘no-confidence 1
the government through reject-
ing the proposed budget, she
said congratulating the coun-
trymen on their making the
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shutdown programnimnme a success. |

“There is no guideline in the
budget for socio-economic de-
velopment of the country.
rather it only reflected the li-
nancial bankruptcy of the gov-
ernment,” she said in a post-
hartal statement.

The BNP chalrperson criti-
cised government's failure in
controlling law and order re-
solving electricity crisis, reduc-
ing corruption and ensuring
l'lll’il“i security

“People would not get rid of
the problems so long this failed,
inefficient, corrupt and secre-
tive government stays 1n
power,” she said.

The BNP chief, who is lead-
ing a four-party opposition
campaign for fresh elections,
asked the gtn't‘rllnlt’l]l to step
down immediately admitting
al! its failures and hand over
power to a neutral caretaker
governmenit

HC vacation
bench formed

Acting Chief Justice Bimal-
endu Bikash Roy Chowdhury
has formed a Vacation Bench of
the High Court that will hear
emrrgl_:ncy cases from June 18
to 22, reports UNB

The vacation bench com-
prising Justice M M Ruhul
Amin will sit only on June I8
in the chamber of Court No 2
from 11 am to 1 pmn,

MiG-27 crashes
into house
in India

NEW DELHI. June 12: A Rus-
sian-built MiG-27 fighter jet of
the Indian Air Force crashed
into a house today in the east-
ern Indian town of Midnapore,
an air force spokesman here
said, reports AFP

Officials in Midnapore said
at least two villagers and the pi-
lot were injured in the accident.

The plane was on a routine
flight when at around 7:30 a.m.
(OBOO0 BST) ground control
alerted the pilot to a fire at the
tail of the jet and warned himn
that h flying over a
densely -populated arca

Assess i1mpact
From page |

before Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina's visit to Washington in
October, they suggested

They also requested the min-
ister to take steps to lmprove
port and customs operations
and assured co-operation in
removing fraudulent practices
in the sector to increase ex-
ports

The minister assured them
that all possible steps would be
taken to help develop the gar-

NAS

ments sector and increase ex-

pf:rla.

Commerce Secretary Golam

Rahman, Export Promotion
Bureau (EPB) Vice- Chairman A
B Chowdhury and a number of
BGMEA board
present during the discussion
held at the EPB auditorium

members were

J
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was pro-people: Hasina

Prime Minister Shelkh
Hasina saild the people didn't
observe opposition-sponsored
hartal yesterday against a "pro-
people” budget, reports UNB.

"We have framed the budget
holding people's interest above
everything. We have given the
budget for the people, so the
people did not respond to har-
tal,” she told a huge public
meeting at Polytechnic Insti-
tute Maidan in the afternoon.

Jativa Sramik League, the
labour front of ruling Awami
League, organised the meeting
to mark the historic June 7. On
June 7 in 1966, labourer Monu
Mia laid down his life during
the historic 6-point movement.

The Prime Minister sald af-
ter the announcement of budget
price of essentials did not rise,
hecause the government has
placed in parliament a people-
oriented budget.

She said the only logic be-
hind calling hartal is that they
want to go to power by any
means to plunder public money,
what BNP and JP did during
thelr rules.

Regarding workers' demand,
the Prime Minister said the
government formed a u.'uF:-
commission that has already
placed its report. The wage
commission report will be im-

Decision to purchase

plemented soon, she sald,
adding that the government has
ensured some Interim benefits
for the workers.

She said: "We have continued
our effort for the lmprovement
of law and order and law and
order situation improved all
over the country. Only in the
capital some scattered incidents
are being committed.”

The Prime Minister sald it is
not possible for the government
alonc (o unprove law and order
to optimal levels. "If the people
remalin alert, if the opposition
parties assist us, then we will be
able to improve law and order
further.”

The government is taking
strong actions against the ter-
rorists, and if the opposition
parties do not give protection
and the people stand by the gov-
ernment, then terrorism can be
eliminated from the country,
she added.

She said when this govern-
ment took over charge, there
was massive misrule and cor-
ruption in the country, there
was no discipline in any sector

There were problems in gas,
water and power sectors, but for
the efficient steps of the present
government existing problems
are going gradually and disci-
pline has been restored in all

sectors, she added.

Making a swipe at her arch
political rival, she sald while in
wower, the government of

haleda had plundered public
money and the Zia family be-
came rich overnight through
exploitation of public wealth.

'After the death of General
Zia, his wife captured (wo resi-
dences at Gulshan and Can-
tonment, took facilities from
General Ershad and coming to
power in 1996 became rich
overnight," she said,

She said during the rule of
BNP and Jatiya Party a group of
people pampered on public
wealth and became rich, but
during the rule of the present
government the poor people are
getting the benefits. A change is
coming in the life of the de-
prived people,

Forelgn Minister Abdus
Samad Azad, Environment and
Forest Minister Syeda Sajeda
Chowdhury, Food Minister
Amir Hossain Amu, Water Re-
sources Minister Abdur Razzak
and Commerce Minister Abdul
Jalil also addressed the meet-
ing

Executive Chalrman of
Jativa Sramik League Rehan
Uddin Rehan presided over the
meeting.
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'improved' diesel

Star Report

The government is going 1o
spend Tk 8 crore more to pur-
chase environmentally
“slightly improved” diesel to
meet the country’'s requirement
partially.

The Cabinet Sunday ap-
proved signing of a deal by
Bangladesh Petroleum Corpo-
ration (BPC) to purchase a spe-
cial variety of diesel from Shell
Oil, having 0.25 per cent sul-
phur content instead of the typ-
ical one with 0.50 per cent sul-
phur.

Under this deal, BPC will
purchase 90,000 tonnes of this
type of diesel manufactured
only by Shell Oil. Beside, BPC
will also purchase 40,000
tonnes of jet fuel under a sepa-
rate deal

Sources sald the deal spurred
a lot of arguments in the gov-
ernment whether it should pur-
chase the special type of diesel
on environmental considera-
tions at a high cost

One side argued that the
diesel having 0.50 per cent sul-
phur content is internationally
accepted. "Even in Singapore,
this standard is followed,” one
source said. “"Besides Shell's
diesel differs very little,” he
added

However, ultimately the gov-
ernment decided to go for it on
environmental considerations

About 16 lakh tonnes ol
diesel, 4.5 lakh tonnes ol
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Police barricaded the road

kerosene, two lakh tonnes of
petrol and one lakh tonne of Oc-
tane are consumed in the coun-
iryv now

" BPC imports about 1.2 mil-
lion tonnes of crude and refines
it at its processing plant to pro-
duce diesel and other fuel. It
also imports 1.8 million tonnes
of petrol and diesel and other
petroleum products. The coun-
try usually spends around TK
2500 crore for these unports.

26 charged

From page |
Cox's Bazar Hilltop circuit
house for addressing a public
meeting, her motorcade came
under attack by agitated party
activists at Nutun Bazar and
Bottala in Ramu thana lollow-
ing internal conflict.

The incident took place be-
tween Salahuddin Ahmed, dis-
trict BNP president and MP
from Chakoria, and
Khalequzzaman, the party MP
from Cox's Bazar Sadar-Ramu
consttuency.

The sources said the attack
was carried out following a ru-
mour at Rashid Nagar in Ramu
by some accused in the case that
Khalequzzman was shot by his
rivals

About 50 people including
central leaders and journalists
accompanying her were injured
in the attack !

Advocate |

14 rescued at
Benapole while
being trafficked

to India

BENAPOLE, June 12: Men-
bers of Bangladesh Rifles res-
cued 14 people including women
and children while being traf-
ficked to India on Sunday, re-
ports UNB.

The BDR jawans raided some
frontier areas here and rescued
the people.

The BDR also arrested one
Ashok, an alleged trafficker
and smuggler of the area, with
| 1 7 bottles of phensidyl syrup.

A case was filed with Shar-
sha police

SSC exams

From page |

guide books and massive vigi-
lance that prevented students
from cheating at examinations,

Moreover, an increasing
number of students were not at-
tending classes on one hand
while teaching is not adequate
in schools on the other, the
minister said. He admitted the
need for a modern mechanism
of supervision and monitorin
by the government for overal
improvement of the situation.

The government is under-
taking a five-year project in
collaboration with the Asian
Development Bank for aca-
demic and management super-
vision to improve the standards
of the schools and colleges. the
minister said

Employees of a department store wear a mask of North Korean leader Kim Jong-1I(L) and
South Korean leader Kim Dae-Jung(R), pose on a shopping street "Myongdong" in Seoul
yesterday to celebrate an historic June summit between the two Cold War foes. Kim Dae-
Jung will meet at least twice with Kim Jong-II during his three-day stay in the North

Korean capital (Story on page 9).

at Purana Paltan crossing to bar opposition activists from

marching in a procession towards the Jatiya Press Club during hartal hours in the city
yesterday. Putting up barricade on roads to obstruct traffic i1s a punishable offence under
the Public Safety Act though. '
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| Anhy‘ahttackedKargil keeping

govt in dark, says Sharif

ATTOCK FORT, June 12: De-
posed Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif vesterday accused the
Pakistani army of attacking
Indian-controlled Kashmir
without informing the elected
government, saying that the op

eration brought the region to
the brink of a nuclear war, re-
ports AP,

The arimy's May 1999 offen-
sive In the snowcapped moun-
tains of Kargil derailed peace
talks with India and isolated
Pakistan Internationally,
Sharlf told reporters in Attock
Fort, where he s being tried on
charges of corruption and tax
evasion,

Pakistan both

and India,

nuclear powers, fought a bloody
border war last summner In
Kashmir's Kargil area, trigger-
ing international fears that the
conflict might turn Into a full-
blown conlrontation.

New Delhi had accused the
Pakistani army of seizing its
military posts in Kashmir, the
cause of two wars between India
and Pakistan. The two coun-
tries control parts of Kashmir
but both clahm it as a whole,

Pakistan, pgoverned by
Sharif at that time, said that |Is-
lamic militants had launched
the offensive.

Sharil sald Monday that the
country's military leaders kept
him In the dark over the Kargil
conflict. |
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Real increase in suppl bﬁdget
in only Tk 1775 cr: Kibria

General discussion in par-
liament on the Tk 4489.68 crore
supplementary budget for fiscal
1999-2000 ended yesterday with
Finance Minister S.A.M.S Kib-
ria claiming that the “real”
amount of additional expendi-
ture was Tk 1.775 crore.

Unlike in the previous vears,
only seven legislators, includ-
ing one from Jatiya Party fac-
tion led by Communication
Minister Anwar Hossain
Monju, took part in the two-day
general discussion on supple-
mentary budget. With the oppo-
sition boycotting the parlia-
ment proceedings, the partici-
pants were all praise for Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina and
her finance minister.

The minister, however,
replied to certain remarks
made by of some opposition
leaders outside the House.

However, in his winding up
speech on the supplementary
budget, the finance minister
said, “Allocations for TK
4489.68 crore have been sought.
But the real increase in the
supplementary budget is only
Tk 1775 crore. There are sectors
where a lot of money has been
saved.”

The minister found the fig-
ure ‘far less compared to that of
previous years. "The amount
was Tk 2,965.10 crore in 1995-
96.

Kibria additional

said the

By Staff Correspondent

expenditure in the current fis-
cal was used mainly for the wel-
fare of the rural poor and devel-
opment of the rural Infrastruc-
ture.

“Of the total 1,775 crore ad-
ditional expenditure. Tk 1000
crore has been spent to finance
annual development pro-
gramme, Tk 300 crore to pro-
vide price support to the farm-
ers through government pur-
chase of rice, Tk 5 crore for ru-
ral infrastructure development
and Tk 234 crore for food sup-
port to the rural poor through
Test Relief and Food for Work
programme.” said Kibria.

The government also spent
an additional Tk 40 crore to in-
troduce pre-shipment inspec-

“tion facility to accelerate the

pace of revenue collection, he
said.

Kibria replied to a couple ol
opposition leaders. Prof.
Badruddoza Chowdhury and
Saifur Rahman, who criticised
certain aspects of proposed bud-
get for 2000-2001.

Referring to Chowdhury's
observation that the finance
minister has ‘cheated the peo-
ple’. Kibria said the comment
“does not match the reputation
of his dignity as a renowned
physician and veteran politi-
clan.”

Replying to opposition criti-
cism for the proposed provision

legalising untaxed money, the
minister said the government is
“still trving to solve problems
created by the previous gov-
ernmments, especially that of
late Ziaur Rahman.”

“It was General Ziaur Rah-
man who initiated the problem
of black money in the nation's
economy. "After seizing power,
Zia used to give two slogans—
‘'money is no problem’ and °I
will make politics difficult for
the politicians’.

"Zia used the state exchequer
to create his party, while bank
money to have his own men in
the business community. He
also bribed politicians to create
his own party.”

Referring to certain remarks
of former finance minister and
BNP leader M. Saifur Rahman,
Kibria said, "He has not yet
made any substantial comnment
on the budget. He has only tried
to blow up his stature, demean-
ing others.”

He reminded the House that
as finance minister Saifur
Rahman took a bold step and
published the list of bank loan
delaulters. "But what was the
end result. Why did he not go
further?”

The minister also criticised
his opposition counterpart for
"appointing a big bank loan
defaulter as chairman of a pub-
lic sector bank.”

Cabinet: Pipeline
From page |

However, the private coin-
panies had been persuading the
government to relax GTCL's
monopoly as a basic condition
but the government was unwill-
ing to do so.

Finally, the government de-
cided to finance the project and
involve the private sector in Its
construction. Eight companies
including some joint venture
ones participated in the open
international bid that was
closed in early April.

The HA pipeline is the first
phase of a Tk. 361 crore
Rashidpur-Ashuganj Pipeline
(RA Pipeline) project for supply
of natural gas from Sylhet re-
gion to the National Grid.

The Datging-Summit joint
venture has proposed to set up
the HA Pipeline system at a cost
of 23 million US dollars or
about Tk 115 crore.

In the past, US oil company
Occidental, which was explor-
ing and operating oil and gas
fields in Sylhet region, had

proposed to build the pipeline at
a cost of 50 milllon dollars.
This will be the first high
profile project in the gas sector
in which a Bangladeshi com-
pany is going to be involved.
Petrobangla intends to
increase the gas supply by 180
million cubic feet per day
(mmecid) in a couple of vears,

The existing North-South Gas |

Pipeline in that region, having
a capacity to transmit 330 mm-
cfd of gas, is nearly saturated
now as it is already supplying
over 300 mmeid. About 1000
mmecfd of gas Is consumed in
the country now.

New gas wells are being

drilled at Rashidpur, Habiganj |
and Titas and there are possi- |

bilitles of fresh supplies from
Kailastila, Jalalabad, Beanl-
bazar and Biblyana. The HA
pipeline will be needed to sup-
ply the additional gas.

An official release sald the

cabinet also adopted an obitu-
ary reference on the death of
Syrian President Hafez Al-As-

sad.

Niko's revised proposal
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in the Second Round Bidding in
1997 during initial short list-
ing. had submitted a joint ven-
ture proposal to BAPEX some
seven months ago — centring
joint development of three
‘abandoned’ gasfields owned by
the government.

BAPEX had originally en-
tered an agreement with Niko
last year for conducting a joint
study of three gas fields in
Kamta. Feni and Chhatak.

Petrobangla has meanwhile
pointed out to Niko Resources
that some part ol the three
“abandoned” gasfields was not
actually abandoned.

“To be specific, the eastern
Chhatak gasfield is not at all
aband: odd. It has adequate
data hoowing a prospect ol
arovid one trillion cubic feet of
gas. It was excluded from any
exploration and development
with an objective of keeping it
for BAPEX's exploration in Iu-
ture,” said one source.

“If the government decides to
award a reserved or ring lenced
asfield to any company — the
ﬁlghest riority would be given
to the PSC operator of the block
where the gasfield is located
That was how a PSC was de-
signed. So, the first l|)l'(‘ft‘ft‘ll(_‘{"
should go to Unocal which is
operating in the block where
Chhatak gasfield is located.”

In the past, Occidental had
also submitted a proposal for

Gunmen kidnap
youngman Iin
Rangamati

RANGAMATI, June 12:
Masked gunmen abducted "‘an
anti-peace treaty' youth from
Karatchhari area in Sadar up-
azila today, reports UNB.

The abducted youth was
identified as Pran Bappl
Chakma, 20, of Bhuiyan Adam
arca in Sadar upazila.

Witnesses said the gunmen
numbering about 10 took away
the youth at gunpoint.

exploring and developing the
ring fenced eastern Chhatak
gasfield. The government did
not reciprocate,

Niko officials however argue
that eastern Chhatak field was
the main attraction ol the
whole deal and if Petrobangla
excluded it from the joint ven-
ture, the economics would suf-
fer heavily.

Previously, Malaysian na-
tional oil company Petronas
had given a similar proposal
Ainvolving BAPEX, regarding
some ring fenced gastields but
it never got attention of the
government. “If the government
is really interested in getting
some foreign oil companies as
BAPEX's partner rvgardinlg ring
fenced or abandoned gasfields,
it should open up the door to all
oil companies and find ont
whose proposal benelits us
most.” an expert noted

Reshuttle
From page |

cancer has been made an O5SD
in the Establishment Ministry.

Chairman of Jainuna Bridge
Authority Dr M.A. Mubin has
been made Chairman of the Se-
curities and Exchange Commis-
sion.

Jute Secretary Mahfuzul Is-
Jamm has been transferred as
MOEF Secretary. Kamrul Huda,
additional secretary of Water
Resources Ministry , has been
made additional Secretary-in-
charge of Jute Ministry.

Member-Secretary of Public
Administration Reforms
Commission Al Amin Choud-
hury has become additional
Secretary -in-charge of Indus-
tries Ministry.

Former Inspector General of

Police AYBI Siddiky has been
made Chairman of Tariff
Comunission.

Former PDB Chairman

Quamrul Islam Siddiky . now
an OSD in the Establishment
Ministry, is likely to be made
Chairman of Jamuna Bridge
Authority, the sources added.
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Tk 326¢r DRGA
from Japan

Bangladesh will recejye
6,902.18 million yen, equiva.
lent to Tk 326 crore, as debt-re.
lief grant assistance (DRGA)
from Japan, reports UNB.

An exchange-of-notes to thig
effect was signed in Dhaka yes.
terday between the two gover,.
ments.

Secretary of Economic Rela.
tions Division Dr Masihy,
Rahman and Japanese Ambas.
sador Kazuyoshi Urabe signed
the notes on behalf of the re.
spective governments.

This is the first tranche of
the 23rd DRGA being provided
to support meeting the balance
of payments, sald an officia] re.
lease,

The grants will
utilised for Importing com-
modities, particularly basie
raw materials for Industries,
including chemicals, lubsj.
cants, machinery and spare
parts. both in public and pri-
vate seclors.

[llegal structures
in Skid Ghat
areas demolished

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, June 12: Police to-
day raided all the dens of dru
traffickers at Skid Ghat an
Station Road areas and set all
of them on fire,

All the unauthorised strue-
tures at Skid Ghat and its ad-
joining areas were demolished
during the two-hour long drive.

All unauthorised roadside
shops were also demolished.

Police said that the opera-
tion was following reports that
Ershad Shikdar's accomplices,

also bhe

now at large, were again trying
to set up their stronﬁ olds with
the help of drug-traffickers.

Most of these drug traffick-
ers belong to both factions of
the ruling party. Efforts are on
to identify some police person-
nel who have allegedly re-estab-
lished links with drug traffick-
ers and smugglers at the Skid
Ghat, Khulna bazar and rail
colonies, they said.

Three PBCP men
held in Khulna

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, June 12: Khanja-
han Ali thana police today ar-
rested three members of an
outlawed party from Atra In-
dustrial Area.

The arrested have been iden-
tified as Monowar Hossain,
Igbal Hossain and Zahidul Is-
lam Tinku.

All of them are activists of

Purbo Banglar Communist
Party, police said.
They were caught while

making an abortive attempt to
hidnap a businessman. police
informed.

Taliban

From papge 1

Stinger missiles.

During the Afghan war
against the Soviet Red Army,
Stinger missiles were supplied
to the Afghan Mujaheedin,
some which fell into the hands
of the Taliban, an offshoot of
the Afghan war.

The Talibans emerged dur-
ing the Afghan civil war be-
tween splinter groups of the Mu-
jaheedin who jockeyed for po-
litical power after Soviet with-
drawal from Afghanistan.

The army of Taliban swept
almost all of Afghanistan.

Though it could not be offi-
cially confirmed that there was
any organisation in Bang-
ladesh having links with the
Taliban, police earlier raided
the office of a monthly
magazine called Jago Mujahid
suspecting that it had links
with a shadowy organisation
called Harkatul Jihad. It was
alleged that the organisation
had links with the Taliban.

Kamal Majumder

From »nage |
involved in the murder but the
press portraved him as a Kkiller.

"My enemies who tried to
kill me few months back have
chalked out a plan to malign me
and my family,” he said with-
out identifying anyone.

When reminded that he had
earlier threatened to resign as
an MP if his "attackers" were
not taken to task within three
months, Majumder said, “If |
resign now my enemies will
implicate me in lalse cases ull
der the newly promulgated Pub-
lic Safety Act”

The MP from ruling Awanii
League was attacked on March |
allegedly by some of his rivals
in the party.

The MP claimed that three
attempts were made on his life
in the last few months. The
same group is now (rying to
implicate his son in the Shipu
murder case to tarnish his im-
age. Majumder alleged.

The FIR registered with Gul-
shan police in connection with
Shipu's murder accused
Naimuzzaman Jubair, son ol
Asaduzzamn.Ddirector of Civil
Aviation of Bangladesh, Saiful
Alam, son of Ahmad Hossain
and Jewel son of Kamal Ma-
uider MP.

j Detective Branch P lice took
up the case on June 4.
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