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Cabinet okays
joint venture
with China
for laying
gas pipeline

Star Report

The Cabinet yesterday ap-
proved signing of an agreement
with a Chinese-Bangladeshl
joint venture for laying a vital

as pipeline from Habiganj to
shuga

I_}J.
Gas Transmission Company

Ltd (GTCL) and Petrobangla will

now start final negotiations

with Summit Datging of China
and Summit Industries of

Bmlglade&h for installation of

the 54 km 30 inch diameter

Habiganj-Ashuganj (HA) gas

pipeline.

] “We expect to sign the final
" agreement within one month.
Once signed, It will take 10
months to cnmﬁlcle the pro-
ject,” said a highly placed
source.

The government has been
pursuing this pipeline project
for over a year now. Due to lack
of financing from donors, it
had been trving to involve the
private sector in the deal while
protecting monopoly rights ol
GTCL.

See page 12 col 5

Major reshuftle
In admn

By Special Correspondent

In a major reshuifle in the
administration., the govern-
ment yesterday transferred a
number of secretaries in the
ministries of Environment and
Forests (MOEF), Food, Indus-
tries. Fisheries and Jute and
those of the Election Commis-
sion and Securities and Ex-
change Commission.

According to Establishment
Ministry sources, Secretary of
Statisties Division Mamunur
Rashid has been transferred to
the Election Commission (EC)
as its Secretary.

The ministry changed the
earlier order for transfer of Re-
lief and Disaster Prevention
Secretary Azad Ruhul Amin to
the EC. He remains in the same

poOsL.
MOEF Secretary Syed
Marghub Murshed replaces

Fisheries and Livestock Secre-
tary

Ayub Quadery, who replaces
Food Secretary Mahibub Kabir.
Kabir who is suffering from

See page 12 col 7
Mourning day
today

The government has decided
to observe mourning day today
to pay respect to Syrian Presi-
dent Hafez Al-Assad who died
on Saturday, reports BSS.

The national flag will fly at
half-mast in all government,
semi-government and au-
tonomous institutions and
buildings and in Bangladesh
Missions abroad, an official
announcement said yesterday.

— Inside Today
Article

Two Kinds of Populism

Between Bihar
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Bangladesh Bank directive

Bangladesh Bank yesterday
asked all commercial banks to
check whether any organisa-
tion directly supporting Afgha-
nistan’s Taliban government is
operating bank accounts in
Bangladesh.

The commercial banks have
also been directed to identify if
any such organisation is their
client and report it to Bang-
ladesh Bank.

The BB sent the letter follow-
ing a United Nations Security
Council letter to the Foreign
Ministry that it has informa-

By Inam Ahmed

tion that the Taliban are oper-
nulluEl ‘In this region’.

NSC also named a few or-

anisations in India which are
inanclally supporting the
Afghan war lords. The Councll
requested Bangladesh to check
if such organisations are also
operating from here.

The Foreign Minister for-
warded the letter to the Finance
Ministry which sent it to the
BB. But details were not avail-
able.

The Taliban issue came to
the limelight when US Presi-

Check Taliban-linked
bank accounts

dent Bill Clinton cancelled a
scheduled visit to the National
Memorial at Savar, Grameen
Bank and BRAC's micro-credit
and. education programmes at
Joypara in Dhamrai on March
20 for security reasons,

Though full details were not
iven about cancellation of the
S President's trip to these

places, there were unconfirmed
reports that the Taliban or
their followers were preparing
to shoot down the helicopters
carrying the US President with

See page 12 col 8

lawyers:

Rajuk is in trouble on the le-
gal front with over 3,000 cases
pending with dilferent courts
for years and some of its listed
lawyers refusing to cooperate,
according to sources.

A top Rajuk official said
they have found out that these
lawyers in connivance with
some Rajuk officials have sup-
pressed for years cases involv-
ing valuable public land, unau-
thorised construction and en-
croachment.

“I can cite you an instance
where one lawyer was charged
with 250 court cases and he did
not touch a single one and lost
many, deliberately though,”
said the official, requesting
anonymity.

Rajuk recently relieved most
of the 130 lawyers and engaged
a fresh batch of 90 in a bid to
revamp its law section. Sources
said Rajuk had to retain some

By Morshed Ali Khan

of the previous lawyers since
they held “lots of important
files,” which they refused to re-
turn.

Under the new measures,
each lawyer will be allowed to
work on a maximum of 30 cases
at a time. Rajuk has also re-
cruited a legal adviser for cases
in the High Court. Another legal
adviser will only look into
cases in the lower courts.

A Rajuk source said in most
cases these lawyers, with the
help of Rajuk’s former law offi-
cer, negotiated with the parties
and simply kept losing the
cases in the courts,

“Nowadays Rajuk is winning
up to 80 per cent of all the court
cases whereas only a year ago
the figure was reverse,” said the
source.

“These lawyers and the Ra-
juk’s law section are responsi-
ble for unplanned urbanisation

Rajuk in trouble with its own
3000 cases pending

to a great extent because in
thousands .of cases they have
not defended their client at all,”
alleged another Rajuk official.

A listed Rajuk lawyer, how-
ever, sald it should be Rajuk’s
responsibility to monitor its
own law section. He said the law
section has been "as bad as any
of its other sections”™ because
none cared to improve this in-
stitution.

“The person or institution
who broke the law and was sued
by Rajuk would always try to

win over the opponent’s lawyer
and with Rajuk's existing mon-
itoring system the listed lawyer
is least accountable to Its
client,” sald a Rajuk lawyer.

“If you fail to look after your
own home you cannot blame
others for your failure,” said
the lawyer, preferring he not be
named.
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26 charged with
Apr 9 attack

on Khaleda's
motorcade

COX'S BAZAR, June 12: Po-
lice charged 26 pcu[)h- in two
cases under the Public Safety
Act with attacking the motor-
cade of Opposition Leader
Khaleda Zia during her tour
here on April 9, reports UNDB.

Ramu police yesterday sub-
mitted charge sheet in the court.
The accused Included Golam
Kibria, organising secretary of
Cox's Bazar district BNP, local
BNP MP Advocate Khelequzza-
man and his close relations.

Three cases were filed under
PSA with Ramu thana sepa-
rately by three people in con-
nection with the attack. Besides
charge sheet In the two cases,
police submitted a final report
on the other case confirming
the offence.

BNP chairperson Khaleda
Zia came to Cox's Bazar on a
four-day tour on April 9

In the afternoon, when she
started for Chaokoria from

Sec page 12 col 3

SSC exams: Body
soon to probe
cause of low
pass percentage
By Staff Correspondent

The government will form
an independent committee of
experts to find out the reasons
behind failure of so many stu-
dents in this year's SSC exami-
nations, Education Minister
A.S.H.K. Sadique told the Daily
Star last night.

A total of 918,045 students
were enrolled under the five ed-
ucation boards, of which
381,762 passed. The pass per-
centage was 40.36, 15.12 per
cent less than the previous year
and the lowest in five years

Sadique said two important
causes of failure of so many
students can be put down to the
fact that question papers were
not similar to those given in the

See page 12 col 4

Hartal pass

T

Time for a ride: Mohammed Mustafa, a former BG Press
staff, could not think of a better opportunity to go for a
horse ride in the city than during yesterday’s dawn-to-

| dusk hartal.

-—Star photo

es off peacefully

;’i}?‘{ o B

By Staff Correspondent

The countrywide dawii-to-
dusk hartal yesterday called by
the BNP-led opposition alliance
to protest the pmi)osed national
budget for fiscal 2000--2001
passed off by and large peace-
fully except stray Incidents of
violence.

In the city, pickets partially
damaged some velileles and set
fire to some rict kshaws. A few
bombs were cxploded in some
areas but noserfousinjury was
reported.

City BNP President Sade
Hossaln khoka at a post-harta
F!‘E‘.HB briefing claimed that at
east 50 of their activists were
arrested and more than 30
wounded In attacks by police
and terrorists during the hartal.

Police, however, said they
arrested only one person on
charge of bomb explosion and
other criminal offences.

Shops, business establish-
ments, offices and educational
institutions in the capital re-
mained closed. Commercial
banks were seen open with their
main gates closed. Attendance
in government offices was less
than normal.

Inter-district buses and
trucks to and from the city re-
mained off the roads. A small
number of minibuses and auto-
tempos plied on some specific
routes. Movement of rickshaws
was almost normal.

During the hartal hours, a
convoy of over 100 buses,
minibuses and microbuses car-
rying activists of an Islamic
group passed through some par-
ticular roads in the capital. The
bus procession was brought out
on the occasion of Eid-e-Mi-
ladunnabi.

Picketing was hardly seen in
most areas of the city but the
hartal was observed. BNP,
Jatiya Party, Jamaat-e-Islami,
Islami Oikya Jote, Jagpa,
Democratic League and PNP
brought out a number of pro-
cessions

BNP brought out processions
in Nayapaltan, Mouchak.
Shahjahanpur, Sutrapur,
Shantinagar, Dhanmondi, Ja-
trabari and Demra areas. The

Sex page 11 col 7

Two WC ties

—_

United Cricket Board chief, Ali Bacher testifies before
the King Commission of Inquiry into cricket match-fixing
allegations being held in Cape Town yesterday. AFP photo

were fixed:

CAPE TOWN, June 12: South
African cricket boss Ali Bacher
made sensational claims today
about match-fixing in interna-
tional cricket. including
matches of the 1999 World Cup
in England, report agencies.

Bacher told the King Com-
mission of inquiry that he had
been told by former Pakistan

Bacher

Syed Ashraful Hugq, general
secretary of the Bangladesh
Cricket Board, on Monday de-
nied any knowledge of alleged
match-fixing in 1999 World
Cup. "We do not know or believe
it. We played our game and won
the match against Pakistan,” he
said to Reuters.

cricket chief executive Majid
Khan that two World Cup
matches involving Pakistan,
agalnst India and Bangladesh,
were "fixed.”

Bacher also said he had in-
formation fromm an Indian
bookmaker that Pakistani
umpire Javed Akhtar was “on
the payroll" when he made eight
crucial decisions against South

Africa in their decisive Test
against England in Leeds in
1998.

And he revealed a conversa-
tion on a South African domes-
tic flight between a leading
South African sponsor and a
man who appeared to be Pak-
istan fast bowler Shoaib
Akhtar, who gave details of how
matches were fixed.

Bacher also referred to the
death in Johannesburg in May
1999 of a former Pakistan
bookmaker, Mohammad Hanif
Koovavi, who was shot by 67
bullets.

Koovavi, who moved to Jo-
hannesburg several years ear-
lier. had been seen in sacked
Pakistan captain Salim Malik's
hotel room when the team was
in Johannesburg in 1999.

Bacher did not give details of
how the World Cup matches,
Pakistan-Bangladesh and Pak-
istan-India, had been fixed and
said only that Majid Khan had
made the allegations during the
Wimbledon tennis champi-
onships in 1999,

See page 11 col 7

Press portrayed Jewel
as a killer, alleges
Kamal Majumder

By Staff Correspondent

Ruling party MP Kamal
Ahmed Majumder, father of
Jewel, who is an accused in
Shipu murder case, is likely to
be interrogated by Detective
Branch police again today re-
garding whereabouts of his son,
police said yesterday

[ftekhar Ahhmed Shipu, 38, a
cellular phone trader at UAE
Market at Banani in the city
was gunned down by three per-
sons at the market on May 24.

When contacted over phone
yesterday, Majumder said he
was interrogated by police on
Sunday and is likely to be in-
terrogated again today.

"My son is an adult, not a
minor boy. Why should | be
made responsible for charges
brought against him? Why
should | be harassed? My house
has been raided by police at
least ten times in the last few

days. | appeal to human rights
bodies to protect me from police
atrocities”, he said

Regarding whereabouts ol
his son. he said, “If 1 know, |
will advise him to surrender to
police’

“Why police did not arrest
him when he attended the
Janaza of the slain business-
man?” the MP asked

Expressing his frustration
over police activities and criti-
cising the media for its role, the

MP said, "I may quit politics
shortly”
He reiterated that his son

was with him when the incident
was reported to have taken
place. The print media was in-
flating the matter. he alleged
Majuinder said the FIR men-
tioned that Jewel was secn Lthere
(at the spot) along with those

Sev page |2 col 8

PATNA. India, June 12: At
least 12 feudal landlords were
massacred and their village
looted in caste violence in the
eastern Indian state of Bihar,
officials said here today, re-
ports AFP.

Some 150 armed men, be-
lieved to be landless farmers,
ralded Asarfi village in Nawada
district and gunned down resi-
dents in apparent revenge for
the murder of five poor farm
workers on June 3, district ad-
ministrator Shivnandan Ram
said.

Seven others were seriously
injured in the attack that began
around 11:30 p.m. (2400 BST)
Sunday, Ram said by telephone
from Nawada, some 170 kimn

south of the state capital Patna.

Bihar police Chi(?} K.A. Jacob
sald the victims were subjected
to extreme brutality.

"The attackers slit the
throats of the victims and then
plerced their abdomens with
sharp-edged weapons during the
attack,” he said, adding that
federal troopers had been de-
ployed to catch the Kkillers.

The gunmen singled out the
homes of landlords and dam-
aged or looted property as resi-
dents of the Imsie%ed village hid
behind barricaded doors, other
cdistrict officials said.

The overnight massacre |is
the second such attack targeting
members of the feudal Bhuimni-
var community in Nawada

12 feudal landlords fhassacred,
therr villages looted in Bihar

since June 7 when two land-
lords were slain by local farm
tenants in an ongoing caste
war, the officlals said.

They said the bloodletting in
Nawada began on June 3 when
five farm labourers belonging
to the low-caste Yadav commu-
nity were murdered in broad
daylight by the Bhumiyars, who
have set up large private ariies
in Bihar,

Extreme leftwing Maoist
qupﬁ; have conscripted poor
armers Into their private
armies which often clash with
the powerful landlords in the
castern state, which borders
Nepal,

With an annual average of

See page 11 col 8

Assad's banished brother claims
himself as legitimate heir

DAMASCUS, June 12 : Syr-
lan President Hafez al-Assad's
son Bashar faced the first chal-
lenge to his right to succeed his
father today when his banished
uncle Rifaat claimed he was the
legitimate heir to the post, re-
ports AFP.

"Rifaat al-Assad represents
the true legitimacy and is ready
to take up his responsibilities
at any moment," his
spokesman Hafez Kheir told the
BBC Arabic service monitored
in Nicosia.

Rifaat, 63, was stripped of his
post of vice-president by his el-
der brother, who died Saturday,
in 1998 and now lives in Eu-
rope.

Kheir cescribed the Syrian au-
thorities as "ill-advised” and

"incapable of making the right
judgement of the situation,” and
called for "all popular forces to
work together to get Syria out of
its difficult situation.”

Asked about Rifaat's eventual
return to Damascus, Kheir said
he was expecting the Syrian au-
thorities to issue an arrest war-
rant against him

The ttlll(iﬂll-hllht.’d Arab News
Network television channel,
which belongs to Rifaat's son
Sumer, said it would broadcast
"a statement by Mr. Rifaat al-
Assad, addressing the nation,”
during the evening.

The London-based Arabic
newspaper al-Hayat quoted a
senljor Syrian official as con-
firming that Rifaat, who tried

See page 11 col 7
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Canadian oll company Niko
Resources has given a revised
proposal to the government for
signing a joint venture agree-
ment with BAPEX to explore gas
in three abandoned fields and
scll it to Petrobangla directly as
BAPEX's partner Instead of
selling it through a Production
Sharing Contract (PSC), sources
concerned said.

Niko has been pursuln% a
deal for the three gasfields
along with BAPEX by remain-
ing outside the block negotia-
tions. However as I1s’ proposals

. : a l | i
k. i Sowrce: Inlamic Foundation | |

did not accommodate the gov-
ernment’s rules and regula-

Revised proposal for joint venture with BAPEX

By Sharier Khan

tions, Petrobangla had sug-
%estml it to pursue two separate
deals — a joint venture agree-
ment with BAPEX and a PSC
with Petrobangla.

In order to conclude a speedy
deal with the government, the
Canadlan company now wants
to avoid signing of the PSC. At
the same time, it Is seeking tax
relief [rom the government —
an Incentive given exclusively

to PSC operators only, the
sources pointed out.
In addition, though Niko
yroposes to become a partner of
APEX subsidiary ol
Petrobangla — It wants a Gas
Purchase and Sales Agreement
(GPSA) to ensure sale of gas
when the joint venture starts
production, GPSA Is also appll-
cable to PSC operatars only.
Niko has recommended a

- A
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L
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price of 1.6 dollars per unit for
gas produced by the joint ven-
ture — a price E(lllh'illt“.‘ll[ to that
asked by the PSC operators in
the country. PSC operators [yp-
ically charge a gas price, under
a formula, a minimum of 1.2
dollars or 1.4 dollars and a
maximum of 2.4 to 2.7 dollars
per anit,

BAPEX Is now rwiewiur‘, the
economic rationale behind

Niko's proposals and is likely
submit the review report to
Petrobangla board soon.

The sources saild that while
BAPEX was authorised to bring
in a partner by signing a joint
venture deal, there was no gov-
ernment policy for 5ignin$ ol o
GPSA or wailve tax for BAPEX's
loreign partner. “In fact, in this
case, BAPEX would have to pay
Niko's taxes and that makes the

Niko now wants to sell gas directly to Petrobangla '

ecorromics of the proposal
unattractive,” one source noted,
Niko's proposal gives
BAPEX 40 per cent share for
providing logistics while Niko
would bring In the investment,
It is understood that once
Niko's proposals are accepted.
the government would seek
matching or better offers from
other oil companies through
"switch challenge”™ bidding. If
no oil company can match the
proposal, the government
would sign a deal with Niko.
Niko Resources, which was
disqualified by the government
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Workers of 4 US
factories at CEPZ
continue sit-in

!

From Staff Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, June 12: The

| agitating workers of four towel

factories of American company
Qualitex Group at Chittagong
Export Processing Zone (CEPZ)
continued their sit-in pro-
gramime for the second consec-
utive day today, CEPZ sources
said

They began sit-in in front of
the factories yesterday demand-
ing reinstatement of 15 termi-
nated workers.

The workers also staged
demonstration in front CEPZ's
administrative building at 4 pm
today, witnesses said

Meanwhile, senior officials
of these factories did not turn
up at the office fearing attack by
agitating workers, company

| sources said

|
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However, police
ployed there to avoid

BGMEA urges govl
Assess impact of
US bill on
garments sector

By Staff Correspondent

BGMEA has urged the gov-
ernment to conduct a study to
assess the impact of a bill
passed by US Congress on the
country's garments sector

The recently passed bill al-
lows duty and quota Iree access
of products from sub- Sharan
and African countries to the US
market.

During a discussion on Sun-
day, BGMEA leaders also urged
Commerce Minister Abdul Jalil
to take steps for lobbying so
that Bangladeshi garments get
similar facilities

The lobbying should be done

See page 12 col 1

Two followers of
Charmonai

peer beaten up

By Staff Correspondent

Two followers of Charmonai
peer were beaten by their rivals
at Bijoynagar in the city yester-
day, witnesses said.

The victims were identified
as Abul Kalam Azad and Mizan,

The attackers claimed them-
selves as followers of Dewan-
bagh peer, witnesses said.

It was for the third time in
the last four days that support-
ers of the two peers clashed in
Paltan area.

Motijheel police said last
night that they were not aware
of the incident.

More than 30 people were in-

were

jured in clashes between them
on Saturday and Friday. Two of

them were beaten and injured
inside the national mosque

! Baitul Mukarram.
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