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Norway mere beginners in Europe

PARIS, June 11 (AFP); Nor-
way may have beaten Brazil at
the 1998 World Cup but Euro
2000 will be the first time the
Scandinavian nation, who were
mere semi-professional in the
early 80's, have qualified for
the European championship fi-
nals.

Nils Johan Semb the
coach entrusted with their
campaign in Belgium and Hol-
land this summer, having
taken over from Egil Olsen alter
France 98.

Norway qualified aflter
winning an all-be-it weak group

MANAGER: Nils
Johan Semb

Nils Johan Semb coached
efficient Norway to the Euro
2000 finals by topping group 2
with ease to reinforce their al-
ready impressive international
record during the last decade.

Semb knew when he took
over from Egil Olsen just after
the success of France 98 it
might be difficult to motivate
his players but they certainly
showed the determination
needed.

Semb used the same tactics
and nucleus of players as under
Olsen to get through although
they had poor results in their
first two qualifiers, only gain-
ing a point from matches
against Albania and Latvia.

He then had a training ses-
sion in Blackburn as so many
of his squad play in England.
Earlyv in 1999, he then entered
his teamn into a tri-nation tour-
nament in Israel and, with a
balanced blend of youth and ex-
perience, they managed to win
it.

Key players such as Tore-
Andre Flo, who scored the
winning penalty against Brazil
in the World Cup, Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer and Kjetil Rekdal
then helped Norway go on and
win six straight games to win
their finals berth.

Semb finished his playing
career with Eik Tonsberg and
took over the coaches job where
he had three successful years
He joined the national set up
and had coaching roles at vari-

1S

3 |
il -
ous vouth teams within the
Norwegian football federation

His success with the under-
23 team made him an ideal
candidate to step up into the se-
nior team role when "Drillo’
Olsen, coach for nine vyears
called it a day

Norway's national side has
come a long way from their
crew of part timers in the early
80's to reaching the World Cup
second round in both 1994 and
1998.

Norway have managed to
ain the maximum from the
ﬁmnt:*d resources of a countn
of about 4.5 million people and
only 270,000 registered players

Their players are now used
to playing in one of the most
competitive leagues in the
world and are at home in front
of major crowds.

"We certainly have players ol
big match experience so | don't
see why we shouldn't do well
Well, it's all about results so
we'll have
Semnb said.

Waseige still
not happy

BRUSSELS, June 11: Belgian
coach Robert Wasejge said he
was delighted his team had
beaten Sweden 2-1 on Saturday
in the opening match of Euro
2000 but felt they would have to
perform better to win their next
match against Italy, reports
Reuters.

‘I don’t think I'll surprise
anyone when | say the result
was excellent for us. But the way
we achieved it was not exactly
the way | had planned it.,” he
said.

‘I'lmn very satisfied that we
won. We didn't play very well

but we held on to our slight ad-
vantage to the end of the
match.”

He said he was pleased with
his team's work rate and team-
work.

"l think it was a nervy
match. We worked hard right to
the end. | don't think the
Swedes had more than three
chances in the mateh,” he said.

“Everyone has been concen-
trating on defence in the last
few months. We have proved we
can do it. Everyone wants 10
play and to do well for everyone
else... we proved that with men-
tal quality a team can win

maltches.”

o wait and see, \

two, comprising Slovenia,
Greece, Latvia, Albania and
Georgia.

Eight wins and a draw from
10 is still no bad record and
their group opponents of
Turkey, Belgium and [taly in
the finals would do well not to
underestimate them :

Norway were once one ol Eu-
rope's poor sides.

Per Richard Lochen of Norsk
Telegrambyra newspaper, who
covered Norway beating Eng-
land in the early 80s, remem-
bered how current England
manager Kevin Keegan went on
television before that match

Lochen remembers the then-

international Keegan sayving:
Sorrv Norwayv., we have to beat
you. You are a poor nation.”
tll;ldthl'h defeat caused a scan-
dal

Ole Gunner Solskjaer
(Norway)

PARIS, June 1'1' (AFP): Nor-
way's Ole Guunar Solskjaer has
a 'habit of snatching the lime-
light on the football pitch — and
that's just what Norway coach
Johan Nils Semb wants him to
do at the Euro 2000 football fi-

nals.
Fame was thrust on the
ANanchester United striker

when he came on to score the
deciding, injury time goal
against Bavern Munich to win

the 1999 Enropean Cup and
complete the treble with the
English Premiership and FA

Cup already in the bag

Solskjaer scored 18 goals for
Lnited last season and, consid-
ering he wasn't an automatic
starter in United's star-studded

ulnful. that was quite an
achievement
Semb used Solskjaer in

seven of their 10 qualifiers and
he scored five goals which is
quite a feat as he plays out of
his usual position with Tore-
Andre Flo a lone striker.

Semb said at La Manga,
Spain, during the Nordic foot-
ball tournament in February:
"He's a great player to have. He
is succeeding at the highest
level with his club

Of course | would be de-
lighted il Solskjaer scored the
winning goal in injury time at
Euro 2000 but | doubt anything
like that will happen again.”

Opponents will underesti-
mate this baby-faced assassin
at their peril.

In February last year, Solsk-
jaer scored four goals in the [i-
nal 10 minutes and Andy Cole
and Dwight Yorke both netted
twice as United destroyed hot-
tom club Nottingham Forest 8-
in the Premiership.

And 10 years later, a vastly
improved Norway topped their
sroup in 1993 World Cup quali-
ving ahead of Holland, with

[-_anrannl only third and out of

the tournament. By this time, it
was certainly no disgrace to
lose to Norway.

Norway flopped at USA 94
but the heat and humidity in
the group of death, including
[taly and Ireland, where they
had to play matches at midday,
was hard for players used to
cooler climes.

Olsen, a professor and so-
cialist, helped to bring out the
latent success in the Norwegian
side, taking them through to the
1998 World Cup second round,
where they fell to Italy.

From a pool of just 4.5 mil-
lion people and only 270,000
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Solskjaer made his national
teamm debut way back on
November 26 1995 in a 1-1 draw
in Jamaica.

Norway, with Solskjaer,
have since reached the second
round of the 1998 World Cup
and were considered unfortu-
nate to have lost to Italy in the
second round.

From a motley crew of part-
timers and semi-professionals
just 20 years ago, Norway have
become one of the most success-
ful sides in Europe, evening
beating Brazil at France 98.

The contribution of the for-
mer Molde player is hardly
negligible

When the cherub-faced Nor-
wegian substitute stuck out his
right foot to divert Teddy Sher-
ingham's header high into the
Bavern Munich net in stoppage
time to clinch the unlikeliest of
European Cup victories. he be-
came a legend.

Semb wants him to trans-
lorm legendary club perfor-
miances into unlorgettable leats
al Euro 2000

registered players Semb now
has the task of taking them into
thelr first continental finals.
Semb told AFP at the Scan-
dinavian football tournament
in La Manga. Spain in early
February: "We have had a lot of
injuries and It was not easy get-
ling our best teain out during

qualifyving but we have stuck to
our task.

‘We have a chance of doing
well at Euro 2000 — we certainly
have quality players."

Semb has a core of players
from their 1998 World Cup
campaign such as Tore-Andre
Flo. Ole Gunnar Solskjaer but
has also injected fresh blood in
recent months in such players
as Rosenborg striker John
Carew, who signed for Valencia
next season, Monaco's John Ri-
ise and Leeds United's Eirik
Bakke.

Semb uses a 4-5-1 system,
the same line-up which worked
so well for his predecessor
Olsen.

With Flo as a lone-striker,
Solskjaer and Steffen Iversen
conld be used as wide players
with Oyvind Leonhardsen and
EriKk Mykland in a central posi-
tion and Kjetil Rekdal In the
hole just in front of defence.

A back four of Vegard
Heggem, Manchester United's
Heggen Berg, Erik Hoftun and
Andre Bergdolmo would be pro-
tecting the goal marshalled by
keeper Frode Olsen.

Andreas Lund and Carew
could deputize for Flo as the
striker should he get injured.

The once minnows of Europe
may prove themselves one of
Europe’s bigger fish should they
do well in this first European
Championship of the new il-
lennium

SQUAD
GOALKEEPERS: Thomas
Mvhire (Everton/Eng), Frode
Olsen (Sevilla/Spa), Morten

Bakke (Molde)
DEFENDERS: Henning Berg
(Manchester United/Eng),

Bjormn Otto Bragstad
(Rosenborg), Dan Eggen
(Alaves/Spa), Andre Berg-

doelmo (Rosenborg), Trond An-
dersen (Wimbledon/Eng), Veg-
ard Heggem (Liverpool/Eng),
Stig Inge Bjornebvye
(Brondby/Den)

MIDFIELDERS: Vidar Riseth
(Celtic/Sco), Erik Mykland
(Panathinaikos/Gre), Kjetil
Rekdal (Vaalerenga), Staale
Solbakken (AaB/Den). Bent
Skammelsrud (Rosenborg),
John Arne Riise (Monaco),
EiriKk Bakke (Leeds/Eng), Roar
Strand (Rosenborg)

FORWARDS: John Carew
(Rosenborg), Ole Gunnar Solsk-
jaer (Manchester United/Eng).
Stelfen ilversen
(Tottenham/Eng), Tore Andre
Flo (Chelsea/Eng)

Paul Ince (C), the veteran England midfielder, rejoicing after scoring in training at their
Euro 2000 base in Spa yesterday.

—AFP photo
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PARIS, June 11 (AFP): With
Spanish football currently en-
joyng a resurgence, national
team coach Jose Antonio Ca-
maco travels to Holland and
Belglum knowing that victory
In Euro 2000 could turn a re-
naissance into a golden age.

Spain have long been con-
sidered the great underachiey-
ers of European football.

Thelr ability to contrive de-
feat from the jaws of victory is
legendary — notably in the 1984
Euro final when a bungle from
thlkeup{'r Luls Arconada al-
owed Michel Platini to put

France on the road to a 2-0 vic-
tory.

MANAGER: Jose
Antonio Camacho

Willpower, commitment, the
burning desire to win : Jose
Antonio Camacho has given
back to the Spanish national

sidde some of the basic ingredi-
ents they need to attemnpt a re-
peat of their European nations
Cup-winning episode of 1964.

The ex-Real Madrid defender
has a simple method to go with
hhis recipe for success, which
consists of formulating the best
I 1 individuals to shine collec-
tively on the park.

A "tactic® which, although
basic, worked wonders during
the eliminators and gave Spain
a taste of what might be in store
come June. Since his appoint-
ment in 1998, Camacho's track
record has been Iimpeccable

His fidelity to the red and
yellow of Spain is unquestion-
able, as much in his present
remit as during the 81 times he
was capped for his country — a
national record which is second
only to the now-retired leg-
endary goalkeeper Andoni Zu-
bizarreta.

As one of Real's hardest de-
fenders Camacho never failed
to keep himself In check, and,
of course, his adversaries.

Born in Cieza on June 8,
1955, Camacho's highly suc-
cessful playing career gave him
a reputation as a battler in the
Real side of the 1970s and 1980s
who over a period of 15 years,
won a total of 9 Spanish league
titles, 5 Spanish Cups and 2
UEFA Cups.

Since taking over from the
irascible Javier Clemente in
September 1998, the 44-year-

old Camacho has passed an im-

portant stage 'i1i a caréer which
has taken him from Rayo Val-
lecano to Espanyol, Seville and.

briefly, Real Madrid.

The only black mark was his
20-day period at former club
Real during the summer of 1998
when he walked out of the San-
tiago Bernabeu stadium after
disagreements with the club’'s
directors.

Currently enjoying the pres-
tige of an elimination stage in
\\’%‘li[‘ll Spain won all their
matches, Camacho hopes his
favoured 11 will be dancing to
the same rhythm once the tour-
nament gets underway.
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Underachievers’ time to prove

Likewise in France 98 it was
an uncharacteristic error from
another goalkeeper Andoni
Zubizarreta that accounted for
the Spanish, allowing Nigerlia
back into the match Spain were
hitherto dominating with the
African side emerging 3-2 vic-
tors and cunsignln% Spain to
what was eventually a first
round exit.

But times are changing. Last
year Spain won their first
world title at any level with
their under-21 side triumphing
in Nigeria,

That was followed by this
vear's domination of the
Champions League with Spain
unprecedently providing both
finalists Real Madrid and \Va-

lencia as well as another semi-
finalist Barcelona.

Real goalkeeper Iker Casil-
las, just turned 19, featured in
both those winning teams and
it is he who more than anyone
who represents the face of the
rejuvenated Spanish football
scene.

Perhaps the first sign of his
tender vears came at the final
whistle in Paris as Real sealed
their 3-0 Champions League Fi-

- mal'win over Valencia when-the

young custodian was overcome
with tears.

So long as Casillas confines

his moments of weakness to the

ost-match celebrations it will
e no loss as far as Camacho or
Spain are concerned,

Casillas is unlikely to start
in Euro 2000 — Valencia goal-
keeper Santiago Canizares is
the probable number one.

Unsurprisingly given their
Champions League success Real
are well represented in Cama-
cho's squad but the one major
shock was the omission of their
striker Fernando Morientes,
who scored the first goal in the
Paris final.

But strike partner Raul, de-
fenders Michel Salgado and
‘ernando Hierro and mid-
fielder Ivan Helguera join
Casillas in the squad.

Morientes and Raul had
scored prolifically as Spain
eventually cantered through
qualification with a hatful of
goals after the disastrous
opening 3-2 defeat by Cyprus
that accounted for Camacho's
predecessor Javier Clemente.

Barcelona will provide some
midfield guile through Josep

form aller a long Injury lay-off
while defenders Sergi Barjuan
and Abelardo also feature for
the Nou Camp side.

Another Eey player in de-
fence could be Juan Celado, who
plays his club football for Celta
Vigo although surprisingly
Francisco Javier Gonzalez. or
‘Fran”, is the only representa-
tive from newly-crowned
Primera Liga champions De-
portivo La Coruna.

Valencia, despite their dis-
appointing showing in the
Paris Champions League Final,
will be providing the likes of
Canizares, Gaizka Mendieta
and Gerard Lopez. like Casillas,
called up at senior leyel for the
first time.

Two players from Athletic

Bilbao could also find the Euro
2000 stage to their liking — they

are Joseba Etxeberria and Is-
mael Urzaiz,

Many would argue that
Spain have also been drawn in
the easiest group with Yu-
goslavia, Slovenia and Norway
providing the opposition for a
newly-confident team.

Whatever happens in the
summer the future looks bright

Guardiola, happily baek  to o M06;Spain as youngstegs. from
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Raul Gonzalez Blanco
(Spain)

PARIS, June 11 (Internet):
The golden boy and undoubted
star of the Spanish team was
the top scorer in the qualifying
campaign, scoring ten goals in
eight matches. His qualifying
goals included a four-goal haul
against Austria, which was fol-
lowed by a hattrick against San
Marino four days later. A fur-
ther goal in January's friendly
victory over Poland took his
tally to 19 international goals.

Just as he replaced Emilio
Butragueno on his Real Madrid
debut as a 17-year-old, so he
looks set to overtake the former
Madrid legend’'s 26-goal tally at
the top of Spain’s all-time scor-
ing charts.

At the age of 19, he debuted
lor the national team against
the Czech Republic in 1996, and
has become a fixture in the side.
He started his career as a mid-
ficlder, but is_a natural fin-
isher, as evidenced by his tally
of 85 goals in his first five sea-
sons at Real. He has played 32
games for his country.

Still only 22, he has already
woil Spanish league and UEFA
Champions’ League honours
and scored Madrid's winning

goal in the 1998 Intercontinen- |
tal Cup triumph over Vasco da |

Gama.

He was not selected for Euro !

96 in England but was involved
in Spain’s disappointing 1998

World Cup campaign, scoring a |

fine goal in the 3-2 defeat by
Nigeria. ¢

He will probably be part-
nered by Ismael Urzaiz and will
be one of the favourites to land
the top goalscorer accolade in
the finals.

# What suceessful® cammpajgn® in

"Nigeria will start to join Casil-
las on the fringes of the senior
side.

But Spanish football is un-
doubtedly on the up and the
strength of the domestic scene
can be measured by the fact that
of the 22 plavers named by Ca-
macho on Mav 28 all are based
with Frimera Liga clubs

If Camacho has his way then
the European Championship
Trophy will also have a home
in Madrid after July 2.

SQUAD

GOALKEEPERS: Jose Fran-
cisco Molina (Atletico Madrid),
Santiago Canizares (Valence),
Iker Casillas (Real Madrid)

DEFENDERS: Abelardo,
Sergi (Barcelona), Juan Velasco
(Celta Vigo), Fernando Hierro.
Michel Salgado (Real Madrid).
Agustin Aranzabal (Real So-
ciedad), Francisco Gemez "Paco’
(Real Zaragoza)

MIDFIELDERS: Juan Carlos
VValeron (Atletico Madrid).
Josep Guardiola (Barcelona).
Fran (Deportivo La Corunal.
Gaizka Mendieta (Valencia),
Ivan Helguera (Real Madrid).
Vicente 1211@;0:13_& (Real Mal-
lorca), Gerard Lopez (Valencia)

FORWARDS: Joseba Etxe-
barria, Ismael Urzaiz (Athletic
Bilbao), Alfonso Perez (Real
Betis). Raul Gonzalez (Real
Madrid), Pedro Munitis (Racing
Santander)
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UNDATED, June 11 (Reu-
ters): At the end of the Belgium's

2-1 victory over Sweden on
Saturday, Fnalkee]wr Filip De
Wilde put his hands together
and thanked God his team had
held on in a match that kick-
started Euro 2000 into life.

Leading 2-0 and in control,
the Belgians were thrown into
disarray by a glaring error by
the normally reliable Ander-
lclit number one,

frving to control a back-
2ass Irom Philippe Leonard, De
Wilde took his eye off the ball,
lost control and saw It run into
the path of Swedish striker Jo-
han Mjallby,

Suddenly it was 2-1, the
home side were panicking and
Belginm's dream start to Euro
2000 looked in jeopardy. For-
tunately for De Wilde, the Red
Devils held on and De Wilde
could breathe again.

“I just sald Thank God that
we won the game'.” De Wilde
sald afterwards. "If you're lead-
ing 2-0 and the pgoalkeeper
makes a mistake like that and
you throw away the win, it's the
worst thing that can possibly
happen.”

BECAUSE THEY HAD
DARK HAIR

Police caught two thieves
who stole tickets for the open-
ing Euro 2000 game when they
spotted a couple of dark-haired
men sitting among the Swedish
supporters.

A Swedish fan had sold his

computer to buy tickets for the
tournament, but his passport

and tickets were stolen in Brus.-

sels hours before Saturdav's

g;ulw between Belgium and
weden,

Organisers gave the man and
his son f[ree tirit"fw. for the game
and police kept a close eve on
the area of the King Baudouin
Stadinm where Swedish fans
were grouped.

When they spotted two dark-
haired men among the mass of
blond-haired Swedes, they
swooped. '

The two were found to have a
bag containing the items stolen
from the Swedish fan and were
arrested, police said today.

QUEUING AT
THE BORDER

Thousands of Turkish, Ital-
jan and Czech soccer fans

queuned to cross the German

border into the Netherlands
Monday as police searched ve-
hicles for potential trouble-
makers bound for Euro 2000.

German border police said a
group of five people they called
anarchists scuffled with guards
who were trying to search their
car. One was arrested, while the
others were prevented from
crossing the border.

Most fans walted patiently
in queues several Kilometres
long. Border police sald more
than 3.000 Turks, around 2,000
Italians and at least 1,000
Czechs had crossed the border
by midday.

UNEMPLOYED FANS.
WATCH OUT

Unemployed British fans
who travel to the Euro 2000 soc-
cer tournament face losing
their benefit payments, Social
Security Secretary Alistair
Darling said on Monday.

Darling, who has promised a
crackdown on welfare cheats.
sald unemployment benefit was
available only to people ac-
tively seeking work.

Fans arrested and convicted
of violence during the tourna-
ment would have their benefits
stopped, he told the Independent
on Sunday. But the paper
quoted officials as saying even
fans who avoid arrest could
have their payments stopped.
“"We Intend to stop their benefit
if they are convicted at Euro
2000.

‘Income Support and Job
Seekers Allowance rules are
clear — you are supposed to be in
this country actively seeking
work,” Darling told the news.
paper.

GOOD LUCK SHIRT
FITS ENGLAND

It the England squad are in
any doubt about the huge sense
of public expectation back
home, then they need only enter
the niedia centre at their lavish
training ground.

A giant England shirt, mea-
suring 60 feet by 60 leet and fea-
furiug thousands of good lack
nessages hangs along one of the

wall's of the converted sports
complex where the plavers
come to talk to the media.

The shirt was transported
around the country in the
months leading up to the tour-
nament, allowing fans to send
their own personal messages.

There is a good number of “I
Love You" messages for David
DBeckham as well as one urging
England to practise penalties
before the match against Ger-
many on June 17 in Charlroi.

But one message stands out
from all the rest -- a note of en-
couragement from Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair, an avid New-
castle United fan. who was the
last person to put his pen to the

flag.

ONE BIG HAPPY
FAMILY

Kevin KReegan's determina-

tion to create a sense of har-
mouy in the England camp has
led to a change in the tradi-
tional dining arrangements at
squad headquarters.

The whole squad. together
with all the coaches and back-
up staff, now all share the same
tables, ending decades of cater-
ing apartheid in the England
camp.

Manchester United defender
Phil Neville said that it was one
of the first changes Keegan in-
troduced alter tiiiilg over from
Glenn Hoddle, whose relation-
ship with the players was olten
straimed.
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