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SPORTS TALK

James Adams

(West Indies cricket captain)
"I have every confidence that

they will make a big impression

on the English tour.”
On Courtney Walsh and
Curtly Ambrose.
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Competition-131

v Tick the Correct Answers
Post to The Buily Star
Win attractive prizes

Competition closes at 8 pm
June /5, 2000 and draw
shortly afterwards

11 Who the number one
women tenmnis plaver at the
moment?

F&n}b Perce \ Viliams

1S

2| Who won the European
Champions’ League?

M United Real Madrid Lanio
3| Who won the UEFA Cup?
Valendia Galatasarav | Florenting

4| Who lifted national schools

cricket title?

Stdoscph | Msingh Zila

9| Whois thecoachof Bangladesh
football team?

Harmison

Van Gaal E:"}d.lh..f
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Sumathipala wins
one-man race

COLOMBO. June 11 (AFP):
Thilanga Sumathipala was
elected president of the Sri
Lankan Cricket Board on Sun-
day after all his opponents
withdrew. Sports Ministry offi-
cials said.

And for the second time in a
row. Sumathipala’s election,
held here under unprecedented
security. is likely to be chal-
lenged.

Sumathipala‘'s main rival
Javyantha D‘lam;n!asa made a
dramatic withdrawal making it
a one-horse race for the former
cricket board head, whose fam-
ily betting business had led to
doubts whether he could hold
high oflice on the board.

Gentleman
George dies

LONDON. June 11 (AFP): The
death of Brian Statham, one of
England’s greatesl fast bowlers
was annouiced here on Sunday.
He was 69 aned had been suffer-
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ing from lenkaemia.

Statham. who plned county
cricket for Lancashire, made
his England debut in 1951
agalnst New Zealand and went
on to play 70 Tests, the last in
1965, 1aking 252 wickets at an
average of 24 .84

The preat days included a Lo-
tal of 559 Test wickets between
them. a figure few of todays
Test bowlers could match even
though they play far more

mes.

Statham, nicknamed
‘Gentleman George' becanse ol
his modest demeanour .l
chivalrous approach, used his
bouncer sparingly, content (o
take wickets without any ma-
cho posturing.
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Fingers cros

The Bangladesh
Cricket Board
(BCB) has shifted
{ts focus back on
the all-important
meeting of the
International Cricket Council
(ICC) following the successful
completion of the Pepsi Asia
Cup.

The ICC will give its final
verdict on Bangladesh’'s appli-
cation for Test status when the
governing body of world cricket
meets for its Annual General
Meeting at the Lord's in London
from June 22 to 28.

The weeklong meeting Is
also of paramount importance
to the ICC which is facing the
biggest credibility and lImage
crisis in the wake of the match-
fixing scandals. The sensa-
tional confession from crest-
[allen South African captain
Hansie Cronje regarding his in-
volvement in betting has only
added fuel to the growing suspi-
cion about the proper running
of a game already in serious
disrepute. But Bangladesh’'s in-
terest will solely lie on the hap-
penings of June 26, the day the
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([CC will ask for votes from |ts
nine full members on
Bangladesh's appeal.
Bangladesh however, have
reasons to be more confident
then ever to win the necessary
seven votes out of nine this

time.
President of the BCB Saber

Hossain Chowdhury and his
able deputy Syed Ashraful Huq
have decided to reach England a
few days before the meeting
starts. It was learnt that the
eneral secretary will leave
haka for London on June 17,
while Saber, who is also a
member of the ICC executive
comunittee, is expected to be
there on June 19,

Bangladesh who fell short by
only two votes In the previous
meeting last year, got a real
shot in the arm this time
around when Australia, South
Africa and New Zealand put
their weight behind the South
Asian nation in joint declara-
tions last month. The vote of
confidence from the three aris-
tocrats of cricket, who had op-

sed Bangladesh's plea in the
ElOSt meeting, has now left the
conventional England as the

sed for June 26

only country among the nine

Test playing nations to be
maintaining a hard-line ap-
proach.

Earlier Bangladesh's plea
was proposed by Pakistan and
seconded by India. Sri Lanka,
the West Indies and Test babes
Zimbabwe have also given full
assurance of their support for
Bmll\ﬁ';ladesh'a case.

eanwhile, the BCB has
suspended its first AGM which
was scheduled for June 15. Re-
constituting the board is the
main tople of the AGM. Talking
to the reporters yesterday,
Ashraful revealed that it has
been postponed for the Eild-e-

Miladunnabl and a new date
will be announced later.
Altlwuf,ll. Ashraful did not
give a fresh date for the AGM, It
s almost sure that it will not
take place before the ICC meet-
ing. Besides, the board is yel
come out with any positive de-
velopments regarding ap-
pointment of a new Chiel Exec-
utive Officer (CEO). It was also
supposed to be finalised iimme-
diately after the Asia Cup as as-
sured by Saber last month.
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ARUNDEL. E,uf,-
land, June 1
(AFP): It took
Brian Lara little
more than three
hours at the
crease here on

Saturday to put England's
bowlers on red alert ahead of
Thursday's first Test against
the West Indies at Edgbaston.

The Trinidadian left-han-
der. who had made just 13 runs
in four previous innings on this
tour, fired a superb 176 off just
163 balls including 25 fours andl
five sixes to put his side in
charge on the opening day of
their three-day match with fel-
low tourists Zimbabwe,

Runs flowed from the other
end too, opener Sherwin Camp-
bell unbeaten on 141.

At the close West Indies were
364 for six, Mahendra Nag-
amootoo seven not out.

ground made a mockery of re-
cent doubts about his form and
confidence.

The stage was perfectly set
for Lara when he emerged
shortly after lunch with his
side struggling on 55 for two
from 40 overs.

Zimbabwe's accurate swing
and seam attack were on top,
with opening bowler Neil John-
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son having taken both wickets,
Adrian Griffith Ibw for six and
Shivnarine Chanderpaul well
caught low down at second slip
by Alistair Campbell for 17.
Johnson put down a sharp
caught and bowled chance off
Campbell when the Barbados
batsman was on 30 and also

BRIAN LARA

tempted Lara to play and niiss
at his lirst ball.

But Lara then opened up with
a series of superbly timed fours
between mid-off and cover
point, plus spectacular leg-side

Lara lashes terrific ton

sixes off Pommie Mbangwa and
had reached his 50 in just 43
deliveries.

By tea he had made 110 aud
continued the assault as the
shadows lengthened before left-
arm swing bowler Brian Strang
removed his off-stump as he
wound up for another big hit.

Lara's near flawless displav
also brought the best out of
teamm-mate Campbell.

[t was a dogged effort by the
opener, who was dropped twice
but went on to strike 20 fours
and enjoy a third wicket stand
of 276 with Lara.

There will be some cause for
concernn among the tourists
given that their other top-order
batsmen failed to make runs
aliead of the first Test.

And a late flurry of action
lollowing Lara's departure saw

four wickets fall for jirst seyven
nins. TRROTL Y 43

They, included: skipper
Jimmy Adams who went third
ball for nought as he edged
Strang straight to gully.

However, by then most of an
estimated 3,000 crowd were
heading for home, having al-
ready witnessed the innings
tliey had come to see from Lara.

Now England will be hoping
it is not the first of many on
this tour.

‘Confusion over Cronje offer
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CAPE TOWN, June
11: Confusion
reigned on Sun-
day over an olfer
of indemnity
from criminal
prosecu

to former South

matle

Hon
Alrican captain Hansie Cronje.

Jolin Bacon, secretary of the
King commission im‘e:stigalin%
match-fixing allegations, tolc

Reuters on Saturday that
Cronje had been "offered a
guarantee by commission advo-
cate Shamila Batohi that he
will not be prosecuted on crimi-
nal charges if he comes clean to
the commission”.

Bacon said Herschelle Gibbs
and Henry Williams, who have
confessed to accepting offers of
bribes from Cronje to perform
badly, had been made the same

offer.

But the Cape Town Sunday
Argus quoted ministry of sport
spokesuian Graham Abraliams
deaving anyv guarantees
against prosecution had been
promised.

“There will be no horse-trad-
ing,” Abrahams told the news-
paper. "There is no chance that
any person will be offered im-
muunity.”

Batohi said the minister of
sport. Ngconde Balfour, had
been told of the offer, the paper
reported.

Retired judge Edwin King.
who is presiding over the com-
mission of inquiry in Cape
Town, told BBC radio by tele-
phone that he had learned of
the indemnity offer only
through media reports. '

"I have only just learned this

as
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(Gloucesters

LONDON, June 11
(AFP): Gloucester-
shire became the
first side in his-
tory to win three
successive Lord's finals by
claiming a seven-wicket victory
over Glamorgan to take the
Peison au{‘ l{u{iﬁ(‘h {‘III] lhere on
Saturday.

Chasing Glamorgan's 225,
Cilloucestershire reached their
victory target with 3.1 overs re-
maining, opener Tim Hancock
top-scoring with 60 from 85
balls including seven bound-
aries.

Matt Windows with' a fine 53
not out off 59 balls including
eight boundaries and captain
Mark Alleyne with an unbeaten
40 off 56 balls steered Glouces-
tershire home,

Their achievement eclipses
the success of Lancashire in
1990-91 and Warwickshire in
1993-94, who both lost their
third finals to miss out on the
hat-trick, and confirms
Gloucestershire as the out-
standing one-day side in En-
glish cricket.

They made early inroads
into Glamorgan's batting line-
up. Australian all-rounder lan
Harvey dismissing openers
Robert Croft and his fellow
Victorian Matthew Elliott dur-
g a new-ball spell of 2-17.

But Glamorgan captain
Matthew Maynard became only
the fifth player ever to score a
century in a Benson final, whi-
ning the man-of-the-match
award for his efforts, and
shared a 137-run partnership
with Michael Powell to steer his

Lord's treble

side out of trouble after Har-
vey s early breakthroughs.,
Maynard was finally dis-
missed with three balls remain-
ing of the innings. having hit
104 off 118 balls - Including 10
boundaries” after Harvey
claimed three of the last four
wickets to
five for 34.

Gloucestershire captain
Mark Alleyne holding alofl
the Benson and Hedges
Cup. — Internet photo

1all 1o finish with |

myself over the weekend,” King
said. "It is not my decision. This
is the decision of the prosecut-
ing authority."

King. who is expected to hear
from Cronje himself this week
said he was not against the idea
of granting the player indemn-
nity.

‘I am in favour of any steps
that are taken which will en-
able me to get to the truth of the
matter,” he said.

"All the indications are that
Hansie will be giving evidence
this week. I am on the road to
getting the truth, but whether it
will be the full truth remains to
be seen.”

‘I am looking at certain spe-
cific incidents which occurred
during the South Africa, Zim-
babwe, England one-day series
earlier this year and the Eng-
land Test tour also forms part
ol my termms of reference,”" he
said.

"I have no power to order
anyone from outside South
Africa to give evidence, 1 can
onlyv request that they do.

The South African authori-
ties are still trying to get copies
of the tapes held by Indlan po-
lice which are believed to con-
firm Cronje's guilt in the New
Delhl criminal investigation
which exposed the whole affair.

Although King feels the tapes
could prove crucial to his own
inquiry, it Is becoming Increas-
inglv unlikely they will be
made available,

And Cronje has no chance of
being afforded the same innnu-
nity as the South Africans have
granted,

) The Johannesburp Sunday
FMmes meanwhile led its front
page with news of the proposed

I‘Il{h‘rllllilx' under the headline.
Hansiv's secret deal.”

The Sunday Times said
Cronje’'s lawyers had ap-
proached justlice minister

Penuell Maduna and national
prosecutions director Bulelant
Ngcuka "asking for an ar-
rangement in teris of which he
(Cronje) would be spared prose-
cution If he told the whole
truth”,

The Sunday Argus also car-
ried a report in which Gibbs' fa-
ther. Herman Gibbs, criticised
the way the United Cricket
Board's (UCB) legal teamm had
handled the hearings,

‘I have the Impression that
the UCB lawyers are on a mis.
sfon to exonerate the UCH,”
Herman Gdbbs was quoted as
saving,

Sher-e-Bangla Cup
DU, Ctg n
last four

Sports Reporter

Holders Dhaka Unilversity
and Chittagong moved into the
semifinals of the 21st Sher-e-
Bangla National Football
Chamlionship after winning
their last robin league matches
at the Maijdee Stadium In
Noakhall yesterday.

In the day's first match,
Dhaka University defeated Jes-
sore 2-0 in their last Group D
match.

Midfielder Igbal put the de-
fending champions ahead In
the 44th minute while Milan
doubled the margin in the 61st
minute,

Dhaka University, who beat
Bhola in their first match 2-1
on Saturday, emerged group
champions with full six points
from two matches. Bhola fin-
ished second with three points
while Jessore lost both their
matches.

The holders will now take on
Bangladesh Army in the first
semifinal tomorrow.

Chittagong handed Nars-
ingdi an identical defeat in the
other match.

Paran put the Chittagonians
ahead in the ninth minute
while Manik added a second
goal after 30 minutes.

Chittagong finished atop the
three-team Group C ahead of
Pabna and Narsln%m having
full six points from two
matches.

Chittagong will meet hosts
Noakhali in the second semifi-
nal on June 14.

The final is scheduled for
June 16.

Asian jr. hockey

Bangladesh go
to S’pore
June 15

A 20-member Bangladesh
youth team will leave for Sin-
gapore on Thursday to partici-
pate in the first Asian Hockey
Federation Cup under-16 tour-
nament be%lnniug on June 16,
reports UNB.

Rightwing back Hedayetul
Islam Rajib of BKSP will lead
Bangladesh in ,thg'rpiﬁht-peam
meet, being organised for fhe
first time. The teamn comprises
16 players and four officials.

Bangladesh have been placed
in Pool B along with India
Japan and Oman while the Pool
A consists of Malaysia, Thai-
land, Sri Lanka and hosts Sin-
gapare.

In group matches,
Bangladesh will play Japan on
June 17. India on June 19, and
Oman on June 21.

Team: Hedayetul Islam Ra-
jib, Mahbubullah Chowdhury,
Golam Shahriar, Yamin Hos-
sain, AKM Shamsuddin, Golam
Sarwar, Rajibul Hasan. Abidul
Haq Shahedi. Ashiq Abedin
Rahul Kanti Roy. Shawkat Ali.
Mazharul Islam. Ashraful Is-
lam, Maksud Alam, Russelud-
din and Hosne Mobarak.

Officials: Manager — Haji
Manwar FHossain. Asstt Man-
ager — Yousuaf Ali, Coach — Nu-
rul Islam and Asstt Manager —
Kawsar All

Double

delight for
Pierce

PARIS, June 11: Mary Pierce
collected a second French Open
title in less than 24 hours on
Sunday when she combined
with Martina Hingis to win the
women's doubles trophy, re-
ports AFP.

The third-seeded French-
Swiss combination beat 10th-
seeded Virginia Ruano Pascual
of Spain and Paolo Suarez of
Argentina 6-2, 6-4 in the final.

On Saturday afternoon,
Pierce scored a 6-2, 7-5 victory
over Conchita Martinez of
Spain to become the first
French women's singles cham-
pion at Roland Garros for 33
years.

The doubles win took Plerce
and Hingis just an hour.

Woodies enter
record books

PARIS, June 11: Australian
palr Todd Woodbridge and
Mark Woodforde on Saturday
collected the only Grand Slam
that had previously eluded
them and became the most suc-
cessful doubles team in history
in the process, reports AFP.

The second-seeded Woodies
beat the third-seeded pair of
Paul Haarhuis of the Nether-
Ifm(ls and Australlan Sandon
Stolle 7-6, 6-4 in the French
Open men's doubles final.

The Woodles won their fifth
title of the season and their
O8th career title as a team.

The Thr 53min triumph saw
Woodbridge, 28, and Woodforde,
3. pass the Open Era record ol
97 which they had shared with
South African pair Bob Hewitt
aned Frew MceMillan and Ameri-
cans Peter Fleming and John
McEnroe.

American star McEnroe
rected both Australians in the
ocker room before the final

and wished them: "Good lack,
sort of."

—

Lucky penalty saves Italy

ARNHEM. Net-

¢ er> herlands, June 11:
f"-"‘:.' 0
controversial

A
URO c¢cond-half pena-
9 000]1_\.- converted by
> Juventus striker

Filippo Inzaghi helped Italy to
a ‘2-1 win over Turkey in their
Euro 2000 Group B match at the
Gelredome here Sunday, reports
AFP.

Dallas awarded the penalty the
Turks reacted with fury and
supporters behind the goal
halled missiles at the officlal.

Inzaghi had to wait until the
wnalty area was cleared of de-
rls and Turkish and Italian
players squared up to each
other as tempers flared.

The whistles and feers failed

to distract Inzaghi who made no

Italy striker Filippo Inzaghi is (Top) is lifted by teammate

e
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Mark Iuliano after the former had scored from a penalty
against Turkey during their Group B match or the Euro

2000 at Arnhem yesterday

The win takes Dino Zoff's
team level on points wilth co-
hosts Belgium who beat Sweden
by the same scoreline in Satur-
dlay's curtain-raiser in Brussels

After a goalless opening 45
minutes the game sprang to life
in the secmlc&)pcnud when Italy
took the lead after 52 minutes
through Juventus midlielder
Antonio Conte, who netted with
an acrobatic shot.

Conte scored after Turkish
defender Alpay made a hash ol
his clearance after an Inzaghi
Cross.

With the Italian defence
static Buruk Okan equalised
nine minutes later with a sim-
ple header from a Sergen Yalcin
freekick but then Inzaghi's
spot-kick after 70 minutes
proved decisive although his
fall under a challenge from
Ogun Temizkenoglu was at best
theatrical.

Inzagi admitted: "This
penalty was a lucky one. It was
a debatable penalty but we re-
actedd Very well.”

When Scolttish referee Hugh

BRIISSELS. June
GEFQ (Co-hosts Bel-

o 11
", EUIRO gium survived a

2000 schoolboy howler

o of a mistake by

voalkeeper  Filip
De Wilde to bheat Sweden 2-1 in
an exciting, incident-filled
match that kicked off Euro
2000 in grand style on 5a-
turday, reports Reuters.

The match will best be re-
membered for De Wilde's error
which allowed Johan Mjallby
to walk the ball into the net af-
ter 53 minutes, bringing the
Swedes back into the game after
going 2-0 down

But it will also be remem-
bered for a stunning 46th
minute powerdrive from Emile
Mpenza that effectively sealed
all three Group B points for the
home side after Bart Goor had
seized on a mistake by Swedish
defender Roland Nilsson to

strike home an unstoppable

Ideal start for

— AFP photo

mistake with his penalty, firin
low into the bottomn right ham%
corner of the net.

The controversy over the
penalty did not worry Zoff. who
told Ral Uno: "The team played
well and we hit the woodwork

two or three times, and that
imeans we were creating
chances

Italy should have taken a
firmi grip on the match when
they were ] -0 up and Roma
siriker Francesco Totti alimost

doubled their leacd but his pow-
erful header smacked against
the crossbar with Inzaghi's fol-
low up scrambled away by Ogun
on the line.

Turkey did well to battle
back only to be foiled by the
dubious decision by Dallas

Clearly shocked the Turks
seemed to lose composure and
Lthree times Italy substitute
Alessandro Del Piero. on for an
Ineffectual Stefaie Fiore, went
l']fIHI*

First he rattled the bar with

lrcekick, then he shot
Vil iieer & solo dribble

just
and

shot after 43 minutes

Sweden. however, appeared
to have some reason to feel
cheated of a share of the spoils
as television replays indicated
Mpenza had handled the ball
just before scoring.

Nilsson, who was making
his 112th appearance for his
country, did not re-appear for
the second half after his slip

He was not the only Swede
who failed to see out the 90
minutes as his long-term part-
ner in defence. Patrik Anders-

son. was shown the red card
nine minutes from time aiter
picking up his second caution
from German referee Markus
Merk.

Andersson, who had a match
he would rather forget., met
Goor with a desperately late
scything challenge and will
miss Sweden’'s next match
against Turkey in Eindhoven
on Thursday

SWAN LAKE! Belgium's heroes of the night Emile
M'Penza and Bart Goor take to the air to l‘..?{-‘lt‘hl‘i.lll‘
M'Penza’s winning strike against Sweden in the opening

match of the Euro 2000 at Brussels on June

10.
—AFP photo

then Alpay scrambled his shot
off the line.

In in{|ury time Del Piero then
set up fellow substitute Angelo
Di Livio who scored but his shot
was ruled offside by Dallas in
another marginal decision.

Zoff admitted that the fin-
ishing needed to be improved,
saying: "Let's hope we take them
(chances) later on (in the tour-
nament). The important thin
is that we managed it, and that's
no mean achievement.”

Turning to his opponents,
Zoff added: "Turkey have a good
team and they showed it. They
were very, very good and they
were very dangerous. But we
created a lot of chances and
that's a d sign.”

Inzaghi had been a contro-
versial choice but in spite of the
controversy that will surround
the penalty he wasa thorn in
Turkey's side and helped set up
Conte's goal as well as con-
stantly keeping the Turkish de-
fence busy.

Asian U-19 soccer
qualifiers July 7

Sports Reporter

The Group Four qualifying
round of the Asian Youth Un-
der-19 Football Championship
will be held at the Rajshahi
Stadium from July 7.

Iraq, Maldives, Nepal and
hosts Bangladesh will take part
in the qualifiers which will be
held on league basis. All the
matches will be played under
the newly-installed floodlights.

The winners will book their
berth for the final round which
will be held in Tehran from
November 12 to 26.

The Asian Football Confed-
eration (AFC) has already an-
nounced eleven officials for the
Group 4 qualifying round which
will end on July 11

Alexander Rigo of Macau has
been appointed as the Match
Commissioner while JSN
Anandaraja of Sri Lanka will
be the Disciplinary in-Charge
of the qualifying round.

MG Subarna of India will be
the Referee Inspector

The referees who will offici-
ate matches are: T Ekachal
(Thailand), S Suresh (India),
Anura de Silva (Sri Lanka) and
AS. Sultan Mahamunad (Oman)

Fhe, lonr gssistant referees
are: S Somsak (Thailand).. Ar-
ishna Avatar Chaulian., S

Gyansena iSri Lanka) and ARM
Abdullah (Oman).

lg.

But while a match whicl
started with such promise for
the Swedes ended in such disap-
pointment and an after-
match inquest with coach
Tommy Soderberg on the pitch
— it was an entirely different
matter for the Belgians.

Their players saluted the
crowd at the King Baudouin
Stadium as if they had won the
final itself and coach Robert
Waseige, who has transformed
the side since taking over last
August, was understandably
pleased with their performance.

“The pressure theyv put us
under was really heavy — but it
proves that we have the mental
qualities now to survive that
and win a match,” he said
“However, we have to play 30
per cent better in our next game
against Italy and be more coin-
posed and calmer on the ball.

Perhaps because it was the
first game, there was a real
quality of hurried, nearly farci-
cal soccer at times, with two ol
the three goals coming f[rom
mistakes that could be at-
tributed to opening game
HETVES

The first serious mistake
was made by Nilsson who let
Coor disp ssess him deep inside
Sweden's s halt, allowing the
Anderlecht winger to bear down
on Magnus Hedman belore scor-
ing the first goal of the tourna-
nment.

Belgium's second goal also
had a clumsy genesis as Branko
Strupar appeared momentarily
to have lost control of the ball
before awkwardly playing off a
flick to Mpenza.

The 27-year-old Schalke
striker, albeit with the appar-
ent help of an outstretched ann,
managed to create a silk's purse
from a sow's ear of a pass to
blast home a powerful right foot
drive which flew past Hedman
and would probably have ended
up in Amsterdam but for the
net.

Six minutes later Sweden
were back In the game when
Phillipe Leonard played a per-
fectly good back-pass to De
Wilde who trod on the ball and
lost control of it. The ball ran
away from him and Mjallby
came through to grab posses-
sion and plant into it the empty
net.

Sweden had replaced the en-
ergetic but unproductive Jorgen
Petterson with Henrik Larsson
three minutes earlier, and his
substitution, together with the
goul. seemed to give Sweden re-
newed heart,

They went close several
times but De Wilde held firm
and redeemed himself with an
outstanding save from Fredrik
Linngberg, who seemed set to
equalise three minutes after
Miallby's goal. De Wilde stood

his ground and deflected the
shot away for a corner.




