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Pierce breaks French jinx

PARIS, June 10:

ing come here on the back of a

The Frenchwoman, far more
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Hea ks a T ) Cronje's lawyer, John Dicker- | Championship at the Shaheed N S § ng wirich ‘'she managed two v R S g'd
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his role in cricket match-
fixing.

Herschelle Gibbs and Henry
Williams, who confessed to ac-
cepting offers of 15,000 dollars
each from Cronje to under-per-
form in a one-day Interna-
tional in Nagpur, India, on
March 19, were also offered
immunity before their testi-
mony.

The offer from the South
African government will not af-
fect any action the United
Cricket Board of South Africa
(UCB) might take against
Cronje, who has been the sub-
ject of damaginf disclosures on
the first three days of the King
Commission in Cape Town, and
the other two players.

Sipho Ngwema, spokesman

HANSIE CRONJE

would still face action from the
board {f they have contravened
the codes of conduct of the UCB
and the International Cricket
Council,

Gibbs was dropped Friday
from the South African team
which tours Sri Lanka and Aus-
tralia in July and August.

There s no indication yet
when Cronje, who was sacked
in April after admitting he took
up to 15,000 dollars from a
bookmaker for forecasting and
predicting matches, will testify.

Mehrah to g0 to Spore Monday

Sports Reporter

minutes after the kick-off while
national striker Mizanur Rah-
man Dawn doubled the margin
in the 18th minute,

Azad struck the consolation
goal for Bhola.

In another match., Khulna
beat Comilla by a solitary goal
at the same venue. After the
barren first half, Babuzzaman
scored the all-important goal (n
the 13th minute of the second
half,

The day's other match be-
tween Tangail and Rajshahl
was postponed due to rain and
rescheduled for today,

Nat’l age-group
swimming

classing Spanlard Conchita
Martinez 6-2, 7-5 in the final,
reports AFP.

The host nation had been
walting for a female champlon
here since Francoise Durr tri-
umphed over Lesley Turner of
Australia in the 1967 final.

Sixth-seeded Pierce won her
second Grand Slam singles title
and her first since the 1995
Australlan Open.

Saturday's win in cool, over-
cast conditions gave Plerce her
second title of the year after
Hilton Head and the 15th sin-
gles success of her career.,

She picked up a winner's
cheque for 4,028,000 francs
(600,000, dollars) while fifth-
seeded Martinez takes home ex-
actly half that sum for her ef-
forts.

But the French player soon
ot back to 2-2 and clicked right
»ack into her early form before

breaking for 3-2 as she opened
her shoulders and began find-
ing the lines.

Martinez, who picked up a
warning for coaching, broke
back and held (or 4-3 before re-
quiring treatiment for an eye |ir-
ritation.

Plerce got the decisive break
in the 1 1th game and then held
her nerve - and serve - to seal
the win on her third match
point in lhr 52min and give
France a seventh women's tri-
umph at Roland Garros.

There were emotional scenes
among the 15,000 crowd as she
lifted the trophy.

Saturday's win was Plerce's
10th over Martinez in 16 meet-
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Nearly all his runs came in
boundaries as he thrashed eight
fours and two sixes to go to 58
off 56 balls in a three-day
match against Zinmmbabwe. Lara

the slow, red clay at Roland
Garros.

Norman has spent the past
few months sitting atop the new
ATP Champions Race -- yet crit-

and he has been carrying a back
muscle injury for several
weecks., He was also sufllering
from a thigh strain against rer-
rero

problem the pendulum could
swing back once more towards
Norman

The unassuming Swede, who
savs he's got to be about the
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Is it true,
Warne?

LONDON. June 10: A 22-
year-old nurse said she recefved
“Obscene” telephone calls from
Australian cricket player Shane
Warne after she said she
spurned his advances in a Le-
icester nightclub, The Mirror
reported Saturday, says AP.

In a front-page story, the
tabloid newspaper said nurse
Donna Wright met Warne on a
night out and didn't know who
he was.

I had no idea who he was,™
she sad. "I'm not a cricket fan
and | had never heard of him.

but when she got home she
found Warne had slipped his
hotel key into her pocket ac-

message to him asking what

RARING TO GO: Dutch team members practise at Hoenderloo on June 9 ahead of their |
opening Eure 2000 fixture against Czech Republic which 1s today.

—AFP photo

France-Denmark tops the bill

UNDATED, June 10: A heavy
burden ol expectation rests on

Group D ganm at Bruges in Bel-
l

ginm on Sunday against an in-

final of France '98.

In Fablen Barthez they have
a goalkeeper many regard as the
hest in ILE world while Lilian

preatest players of his genera-
tion, will be the creative ful-
¢crum in a midfield alongside
three from Emmanuel Petit,

HOLLAND'S FIRST

Frank Rijkaard, one of the
classiest players in the world in

the late BO's and early 90's, has |

his reputation on the line as a

ITALY VS TURKEY

[taly Kick off their campaign
at Arnhem, also in the Nether-

Is anything to go by the Azzurri
may have to walt another four

The West Indies were 139 for
2 in the 59th over, and the only
Zimbabwe bowler to claim
wickets was Neil Johnson. The
seamer had Adrian Griffith lbw
lor six early on, and then ac-
counted for Shivnarine Chan-
derpaul - who spent 85 deliver-
fes making just 17 runs.

Dav made
selector

COLOMBO, June 10 (Internet
report): Dav Whatmore has been
appointed a national cricket se-
lector by Sports Minister S.B.
Dissanayake after the resigna-
tions of Sidath Wettimuny and
Asantha De Mel.

He will join former opening
batsmen, Brendon Kuruppu,
and T.B. Kehelgamuwa in a
three-man panel.

for the centenary Test match on
Wednesday. If selected Arjuna
Ranatunga will make history as
the first player to represent his

match

The moment of truth will
come when the Swede steps out
onto Centre Court looking to
mow down mop-haired Brazil-
ian Kuerten in his first ever
Grand Slam final.

Third-seeded Norman has

dominated his opponents to

date, dropping just one set when

Russian 12th seed Marat Safin
pushed him to four sets in the
quarterfinals.

But he will come up against
an opponent who never says
die.

That's because fifth seed
Kuerten has managed to come
back from the brink in both of
his last encounters.

He was on the ropes against
Yevgeny Kafelnlkov in the
quarterfinals, trailing the Rus-
sian by two sets to one, 4-2 and
40-15 before starting his come-
back.

Kuerten staged a similar es-

looked down and out once more
against tough young Spaniard
Juan Carlos Ferrero, trailing by

out of the fire and win 7-5, 4-6.

title cl!]f! take their career Series

Masters Series
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Exclusive on
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wol back in 19G8,

Since coach Dino Zoff took
over as coach, the Italians have
failed to live ul> lo the expecla-

you're not gonna win it.”
Kuerten says having previ-

ously won the tournament will

be a big advantage against

She said Warne, who Is
married, began to leave sexually
explicit messages on her tele-
phone.

Cup at the Amsterdam ArenA
tomorrow in thelr opening
clash against 1996 runners-up
the Czech Republice,

Denmark are considered the
weakest team in the so-called
'%rmlp of death’ which also in-
c

stint over
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Arnhem will surely have hid-
den some anxiousness aboul
their first competitive match
since losing to Brazil in the
semilinals at France '98,

"Our biggest problem Is that
we are clear [avourites,” says
midfielder Yourl Djorkaeff.
"After winning the World Cup

failed to Inspire a nation where and
patience is In short supply.
[taly were twice held by

minnows Belarus In reaching

The 24d-year-old arrived at Kick off : 9.55 pm
Trent Bridge last week from
Pakistan's tour of the West In-

dies with what was thought to

"I'm very sStrong now --
I'll be stronger in the final.”

Two factors look set to work
in Norman's lavour, however.

rived a few days ago in Liver-
pool to play Lanchashire.

“I don't want to talk about
this now.,” the newspaper re-

And all the Quarter Final matches,
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