FPAB worksho

Bangladesh will held a

focusing on Women's Em

DHAKA. SUNDAY, JUNE 11, 20000 .

« Family Planning Assoclation of
-day lon? workshop on “Integrated
Community-Operated Reproducti

werment beginning today. Venue:

ve Health Programmes

BRAC centre, Mohakhali. Time: 9:00 am.

SN
3Sai: ajit Ray Retrospective: zanir Rathan Film

Soclety presents
on the 3rd day of the retros

rak Rajar Deshe (The Kingdom of Diamonds)
tive, Venue: Indian High Commis-
sion auditorium, Rd no 2, Dhanmondi R/A. Time: 6:1

pm.

Folk theatre festival: Nagrt Showkhin Jhumur

Shilpt Gosthi will present Gouri Mala.

rganiser: Bangladesh

Shilpakala Academy. Venue: Public Library auditorium. Time:

7:00 pm.

Pre-opening ceremony: The

mony of Learning and Research

ening cere-
eld.

Hre-o
Analysis will be enue;

Winter Garden, Hotel Sheraton. Time: 7:30 pm.

l:[)l Bagha
and Bagha) on the 4th day of the retrospec

gﬂtggcal,!itp ml}g?; GRetrosHectwe: Zahir Raihan

rey Elo (The return of Gupl

tive. Venue: Indian

High Commission auditorium, Road No 2, Dhanmondi R/A.

Time: 6:30 pm.

Folk theatre festival:

Binodon Jhumur Jatra will

present Sati Keno Kolonkeni on the 2nd last day of the

weeklong folk

theatre festival.

Organiser: Bangladesh

Silpakala Academy. Venue: Public Library auditorium. Time:

7:00 pm.

~ Light rain likely

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by

temporary gusty wind is likely at
with moderately heavy to heav

Barisal, Chittagong, Sylhet an

today. reports UNB.

most places over the country
falls at places over Dhaka,
Rajshahi divisions till 6 pm

Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the

country, Met Office said.

The country's highest tempera
recorded yesterday at Mongla and
at Sylhet.

ture 34.6 degree Celsfus was
the lowest 24.2 degree Celsius

The sun sets in the capital today at 6.46 pm and rises on

Monday at 5.10 am.

Maximum and minimum temperatures and humidity

recorded in some major cities and

towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature in Humidity In
Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evenh&%
Dhaka 29.7 265 87
Chittagong 310 250 81 ¢}
Rajshahi 32.7 25.5 B 96
Khulna 33.2 208 53 89
Barisal 318 26.0 84 100
Sylhet 28.1 24 2 . 100 86
Cox’'s Bazar 27.6 26.0 S & 2 2
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e union

By Staff Correspondent

An eight-member new exec-
utive body of The Daily Star
Employees’ Union has been
formed with M Nazrul Islam
and Altaf Hossain Azad as its
president and general secretary
respectively.

The committee was formed
at the general meeting of the
union yesterday with chiefl of
The Dalily Star Unit of Dhaka
Union of journalists Biswadip
Das in the chair. President of
Press Sramik Karmachari
Union, Dally Star unit Abul
Hashem attended the meeting
as special guest.

The other office-bearers are
M Shahidul Islam Molla, vice-
president, Tapan Chandra Das,
assistant general secretary,
Ayvub Khan, treasurer. Ruhul
Amin Babu, cultural secretary,
‘Mojibur Rahman Sharif, pub-
licity secretary and Jalal Akan,
member.

East West
University

The orientation for the
freshers of East West University
(EWU) was held at its premises
in the city yesterday with gov-
ernor. Bangladesh Bank, Dr.
Mohammad Farashuddin in
the chair, reports BSS.

11-Party Alliance

denounces budget

By Staff Correspondent

The 11-Party Alliance held a
rally and brought out a proces-
sion in the city's Newmarket,
Nilkhet and Hatirpool areas
yesterday to protest the pro-
posed budget. They termed it
antl-people and a 'rip-off, says -
a party press release,

The party plans to hold a
similar rally and bring out pro- »
cession from the city's Bahadur
Shah Park today at 5 pin.

Obituary

,'« 3 Alhaj S M Shakhawat Hos-

sain, a noted soclal worker,

ﬁolltlr:ian and organiser of the

beration war died yesterday at

his Mohammadpur residence.

He was 76, family sources said,
reports BSS.

Hossain, who hails from
Bagerhat district, left behind
his wife, a son, three daughters
and a host of admirers to
mourn his death.

His qulkhwan! will be held
after Asr prayers on June 15 at
his 14/14 Salimullah Road
residence at Mohammadpur.

...............................
-------------------

"The freshers should work
hard and maintain academic
discipline to build up their pro-
fgssignal career for takiug up
the challenges of leadership in
human resource positions,” the

overnor said this while ad-
ressing the function.

Syed Manzur Elahi, Presi-
dent, Board of Directors of EWU
welcomed the new students for
selecting the university for
higher study and advised them
to learn English for becoming a
world class citizen.

Among others, Pro-VC Dr.
Mohammad Musa., Dean of
Faculties Dr Sultan Ahmed and
Registrar Firdaus Ali also
spoke.

The classes of summer
semester will begin today.

HCB, BSCE

Habitat Council Bangladesh
(HCB) and Bangladesh Society
for Conservation of Environ-
ment (BSCE) jointly organised a
discussion meeting on ‘Urban
Environmental anagement
on Friday at BSCE conference
room, Mohammadpur, in the
city, says a press release,

The meeting was presided
over by the Prof Abdullah A Ha-
roon, Chairman BSCE. Two pa-
pers were presented in the meet-
ing by Prof Khurshid Alam of
Dhaka University and MA
Gofran, Chalirman Habitat
Council Bangladesh. SH Loton,
Jashim Uddin, Dr. Mosharref
Hossain took part in the discus-
sion. Speakers in their paper
stressed the importance of ur-
ban issues.

Indian woman
along with her

Bangladeshi
husband held

Police arrested an Indian
woman, along with a
Bangladesh citizen claimed to
be her husband, following a
complaint by an Indian, reports
UNB.

The arrested duo s Sumona
Sen of West Bengal and Anurup
Aich of Chlttagon%’ who have
been residing at Mirpur Sec-
tion-1 for several months as
hpusband and wife,

Sumona Sen reportedly

came to Bangladesh from North
24 Parganas of West Bengal on
November 6 last year deserting
her Indlan husband Rupok Sen-
gupta.
Later Sengupta lodged a
complaint with Bangladesh po-
lice last month stating that
Sumona trespasse to
Bangladesh after stealing his
valuables and cash.

Mirpur police yesterday ar-
rested Sumona and Anurup
Alch.

They were glaced on one-day

lice remand after producing

fore a court, sald Nurul Alam,
officer-in-Charge of Mirpur
Thana.

However, during prelimi-
nary Interrogation by police
Sumona sald she had married
Anurup divorcing Rupok, but
could not show any document.

Sumona, who has an eight-
year-old son, sald that her an-
cestral home s In Barisal,
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Friendship bridge yesterday. The bridg

na laid the foundation stone of the 5th Bangladesh-China

e will be built over River Gabkhan at Jhalakathi.
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—Alleged MPs won't be able to evade police interrogation

Killers to be arrested at
any cost: Nasim

Home, Post and Telecom-
munications Minister Mo-
hammmad Nasim yesterday said
that the persons involved in re-
cent killings in capital Dhaka
including the sensational
Shipu murder would be arrested
at any cost, reports BSS.

"Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and | have directed the
law enforcers to arrest the
killers," he said.

If the killers could not be
found, their guardians would be
put under pressure to hand over
the killers immediately. Even
alleged parliament members
would not be able to evade police
interrogation, the home
minister stressed at a press
briefing at his ministry office.

He said the Home Ministry
directed the concerned authori-
ties to take measures to evict
the illegal occupants from Ut-
tara Market and demolish the
Market within 72 hours.

Nasim said the government
set an example in curbing ter-
rorism from the trouble-torn
south and western regions ol
the country and rooting out toll
collection from highways.

“The anti-toll drive
continue while the existiuf{ toll
extortion from auto-rickshaws
and tempos will be stopped in a
couple of days,” he sald.

"We will not tolerate the cul-
ture of toll collection in the
country.”

will

Referring to recent deterio-
ration in the city's law and or-
der. the home minister said

Court recalls arrest
warrants against
Dilip Kumar,
Vyjayantimala

NEW DELHI, June 10: A
Delhi Court yesterday recalled
its non-bailable arrest warrants
(NBW) against popular film
stars Dilip Kumar and Vy-
jayantimala Ball in a cheque
bouncing case as it realised that
summons issuec to them were
not served, reports PTL

Amending his Thursdays or-
der., Metropolitan Magistrate V
K Sharma said it is brought to
my notice that service (of suml-
mons) on accused Dilip Kumar
and Vyjavantimala Bali has not
been effected properly. Hence
NBWs against them are re-
called. They will be summoned
afresh on August 19.

Sharma in his Thursdays
order directed the police to exe-
cute the arrest warrants
against the two film stars, who
are honorary directors of Delhi
Auto and General Finance Pri-
vate’ Limited, on the ground
that they failed to appear be-
fore him despite repeated
Sunmons.

Air pollution problem
must be addressed on
priority basis

By Staff Correspondent

City's air pollution problems
should be addressed on a prior-
ity basis, said environmental-
ists at a seminar yesterday.

The seminar titled "Envi-
ronmental Degradation ai
Our Responsibilities in the 21
Century” was organised by Ru-
ral Organisation of Health and
Environment (ROHE), a non-
governmental agency engaged
in awareness bulilding on
health and environment in the
countryside.

State Minister for Foreign
Affairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury
addressed the seminar as the
chief guest. Secretary Syed
Margoub Morshed, Ministry of
Environment and Forest, for-
mer secretary and legal adviser,
ministry of foreign affairs A. K.
H. Morshed, also spoke at the
seminar, which was chaired by
Ruhul Amin Mazumder, adviser
ROHE. Dr. Reaz Mobarak, de-
velopmental paediatrician and
epidemiologist, and Prof. Feroz
Ahmed presented thelr respec-
tive papers -- Chlldren: Victims

- of Alr Pollution and Air Pollu-

tion in Dhaka city -- while
making suggestions for pollu-
tion-free air in the city.
Revealing the horrendous
magnitude of air pollutants and
their effects on dwellers, espe-
cially on children, the experts
sought government policy
guidelines. "If two-stroke en-

significant improvement. Pri-
vate cars, polluting the air, are
much greater in number. Only
by using pollutant-free fuel in
vehicles we will get clean air,
said Prof. Firoz Ahmed, cttinﬁ
the examples of Tokyo an
Delhi. He, however, welcomed
the government's decision in
the just-proposed budget to ban
two-stroke engine vehicles.

"We need to start daily fore-
casting, similar to that of
weather forecasts, after mea-
suring exhausts like lead, car-
bon monoxide, carbon dioxide,
benzene, toluene etc., in differ-
ent parts of the city, Prof Firoz
suggested.

Dr. Reaz Mobarak expressed
his discontent saying that
'measures to address air pollu-
tion have not been covered in
the national health policy'. He
emphasised on the need for
clear guidelines for screenin
high-risk population like traf-
fic police, regular long-distance

travellers, street urchins, sl
children., people living within
50--100 yards of pitched roads
and recycled industries, recycle
workers and vendors, and then
take necessary measures.

"If we can combat disasters
like '98 flood, we definitely can
make sure pollutant-free air for
the citizens,” said Abul Hasan
Chowdhury, the State Minister

gine three-wheelers are taken for Foreign Affairs, in his
off the roads, it won't make any speech,
e
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Seminar on

Erwironment Degradation and Our Responsibilifies i the 21°C

Organised by

Rural Organisation of Health and Environment (RO}
(A DFID project)
- Dt

" June, 200

ROHE held a seminar on environment degradation in
the city yesterday. Seen in the picture are (from L to R)
AKH Morshed, former foreign secretary and legal
adviser, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ruhul Amin
Mazumder, Adviser ROHE, Abul Hasan Chowdhury,
State Minister for Foreign Affairs, Syed Margoub

Morshed, Secretary, Ministry

Forest and Dr

Reaz

Mobarak,

of Environment and
developmental

paediatrician and epidemiologist at Dhaka Shishu
Hospital, who participated in the seminar.

slums were contributing signif-
icantly to the situation.

"Killers and terrorists con-
sider slums as their safe havens
for possessing illegal arms and
tleaﬁng in drugs. It can not con-
tinue," he sald, adding slum
dwellers would be rehabilitated
outside the city.

Nasim also called upon
journalists to expose the facts
as it were. "Please write what
you see in front of you, but
please do not make speculative
stories."

In an interview with
Ekushey Television earlier,
Nasim, also the organising sec-
retary of Awami League, called
upon the four-party opposition
alliance to return to right track
of politics, bidding good bye to
hartal.

He described the proposed
budget as pro-people and bal-
anced, adding people from all
walks of life appreciated the
budget.

e invited opposition law-
makers to join the budget ses-
sion and make constructive
criticism at the right place mir-
roring the hopes and aspira-
tions of their electorate.

"Nothing happened that pre-
sented barriers to joining par-
liament.” he observed,

Amu to'contest”
by-polls 1n
Jhalakathi-2

JHALAKATHI, June 10: Food
Minister Amir Hossain Amu
will contest by-election in Jha-
lakathi-2 Constituency, reports
UNB.

The JS seat fell vacant fol-
lowing the death of Julfikar Ali
Bhutto of Jatiya Party.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina today introduced Amu
as the Awami League candidate
for by-election to the vacant
seat.

“Amir Hossain Amu will be
our candidate for by-election.”
she told a public meeting at the
local stadinm.

Arrest 1dentified
terrorists

soon, IGP asks
DMP officers

Inspector General of Police
(IGP) Mohammad Nurul Huda
directed the field level officers
of the Dhaka Metropolitan Po-
lice (DMP) yesterday to arrest
the identified terrorists imme-
diately, reports BSS.

He gave the directive while
addressing the officials of the
Detective Branch of DMP and
other police stations at Ra-
jarbagh Police Lines Audito-
rium in the city.

The IGP instructed the field
level police personnel to per-
form their duties with their ut-
most sincerity and honesty to
maintain peace in the metropo-
lis.

He urged the police person-
nel to ensure security of the
people living in the metropoli-
tan areas.

DMP Commissioner Motiur
Rahman, Additional Commis-
sioner Mozammel Haque and
officials concerned were pre-
sent at the meeting,

BIMDT convocation

ceremony held

By Staff Correspondent
The first ever batch of 25
diploma health technologists
graduated from a private insti-
tute recently.
Bangladesh Institute of Med-

| ical and Dental Technology

(BIMDT) held its first convoca-
tion ceremony yesterday at IDB
Bhaban, Agargaon,

Thirteen graduates from the
dental section and 12 graduates
from laboratory section re-
celved their certificates,

State Minister for Health
and Family Welfare Prof M
Amanullah distributed the cer-
tiflcates among the graduates.
Among those present were
BIMDT's Principal Prof AJM
Mijanur Rahman, Dhaka Uni-
versity Medical Faculty Dean
Prof M A Majid, Director of
Medical Education of Health
Directorate Prof Shah Munlir
Hussaln, Managing Director of
Lab Ald Group Igr ﬁ

NU VC: Exams

From page |

Majority of the students are
willing to sit for the examina-
tions as scheduled while a
small number of them are -
volved in a movement for shift-
ing the date, he said.

The VC pointed out that no
college authorities have rec-
ommended shifting of the ex-
amination date,

“Now they are Involved In
an evil attempt to stop aca-
demic and administrative ac-
tivities at varlous colleges
l'hrough campalgns in many
ways,” he sald. They are creat-
ing problems not only for
themselves but also for other
students of the colleges, he

nutcfl.
“Our efforts would not suc-
ceed If examination dates are
Irec{glently shifted,” the VC sald.
he press conference was
also attended by, among others,
pro vice chancellors Prof B K
Jahangir and Prof Lutfar Rah-
man, Registrar Firoz Alunad

Akhter and Controller of Ex-
aminations Binoy Ratan Barua.

Miss Photogenic

From page |

Following advertisement,
about 1300 candlidates sent
their photographs to partici-
pate in the competition, Inli-
tially, 300 photos were selected
from the 1300,

Judges of Anandadhara
made a list of one hundred par-
ticipants from the 300.

The Editorlal section of
Anadadhara took close-up
snaps of 30 competitors from
different angles and exhibited
the photographs at a gallery.

rom these, a team compris-
ing eleven judges selected the
Miss Photogenic 2000. The re-
sult of the competition was kept
secret till it was announced at
the crowinF ceremony.

Just before starting the pro-
gramme, popular television
artiste and dramatist Asaduz-
zaman Noor greeted the partici-

ants and the audience on be-
1alf of the organisers and re-
quested Afzal Hossain for pre-
senting the ceremony.

The top ten among the con-
testants were introduced during
yesterday's programme,

They are: Naila Ahsan, Na-
jma Hasan, Fawzia Afreen,
Fatema Sahab Ruma, Mila Hos-
sain, Sharmeen Rahman,
Meherunnesa Bristi, Shanarai
Devi Shanu, Ishrat Haidar Ibha
and Shabrina Islam Sharmi.

Budget Power!

From page |

government, over the last four
years [(power generation) ca-
pacity has risen to 2700
megawatt." This is an increase
in power generation by 595 mw
over that in fiscal 1995-96, he
added,

"The 476 megawatt being
produced by captive generators
is indeed a significant quan-
tum, of pewer, when compared
with the increase in power pro-
duction achieved through gov-
ernment efforts. Production by
the captive generators repre-
sents nearly one fifth of the
usual power generation in the
country,” an expert noted.

In this connection, an ob-
server said, “Consider the huge
leap in power production by
captive generators against the
very slow production increase
by the government which has
an infrastructure and produc-
tion base of over 50 years.”

Environment

From page 12

dards while making products.
“As more and more countries
are becoming environment-
conscious and implementing
related laws, our producers and
exporters must comply with it.”

The private sector should
also undertake programmes for
research and development so
that they can face the challenge,
the minister noted.

Mahbubur Rahman said,
there is no alternative for busi-
nessmen to devote part of their
resources and funds for re-
search and development to be
successful.

Dr Khondaker Azharul Huq
sald Dhaka city is on the brink
of an environmental disaster.

Laws should be enforced

roperly. The environment pol-
Futicm problem must be ad-
dressed at source, he added.

Huq mentioned that the wa-
ter of Buriganga river is now
full of zinec, aluminium,
chromium and led. Buriganga is
hydrologically and chemically
dead, physically occupted and
environmentally disastrous.

Aftabul Islam said DCCI has
formed a separate standing
committee to address the envi-
ronment Issue. DCCI along with
MCCI is now providing en-
treprencurs with training and
motivation for sustainable de-
velopment.

Sound pollution in Dhaka
city causes heart disease, blood
pressure, he added.

Dr A Atiq Rahman said inte-
gration of environment with

roduction system Is necessary
or business development. En-
vironment is not only a chal-
lenge but also a good opportu-
nity for business.
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Degree (Pass) results '

From page |
examinations as regular stu-
dents. Of them, 30,183 passed
the examination, The percent-
age of was 43.45. '

In BCom (Pass) examina-
tion, a total of 34,050 regular
students sat for the examina-
tion. Of them, 16,573 passed the
examination. The percentage of
pass was 48.67.

A total of 40,286 candidates
who falled in one subject In
1998 sat for examinations In
1999. Of them 29,971 passed the
examinations. The percentage
of pass was 74.30.

In the combined merit list,
Kawsar Ahmed, a BSc student of
Tejgaon College, topped the list
securing 746 marks.

Sukesh Kumar Roy, a BSc
examinee from Ullahpara Gov-
ernment. All Akber College, ob-
tained the second position in
combined merit list securing
723 marks,

Mafizul Islam, a BA exami-
nee from Satkhira Day-Night
College, got the third position
in combined merit list securing
720 marks.

In the merit list of BA exam-
inations, Mafizul Islam of
Satkhira Day-Night College
stood first while Nargis
Parveen of Juranpur Adarsha
College and Abdul Momin of
Manikganj Govt Debendra Col-

lege got second and third posi-
tions respectively.

Nadia Mahboob Rimpl of
Kishoreganj Government Guru-
dayal College stood first in BSS
examinations while Md Manik

Chand of Rajshahl Sardah Col-
lege and Kulsum Akhter of
Comilla Nangalkot Hasan
Memorlal College became sec-
ond and third.

In BSc examinations,
Kawsar Ahmed of Tejgaon Col-
y of Ul-

legc. Sukesh Kumar
lahpara Govt All Akber College
and Kawsar All of Rajsha%l
Taherpur College obtained first,
second and third positions re-
spectively.

Rejwana Arefin Khan of
Dhaka City College, Suman
Kanti Nath of Chittagong
Bariarhat College and Farjana
Hossaln Sumi of Chittagong ls-
lamia College stood first, sec-
ond and third respectively in B
Com examination. :

Anima Roy of Dhaka
Sangeet College obtained first
position in music department.

The university authorities
said they have already sent re-
sults to all colleges and centres
throu the district adminis-
tration. The tabulation books
would be sent to the colleges
within two weeks of publishing
results.

Assad passes away

eyes From page |}

and his circulation”™ and he had
not been able to keep on top of
major issues, such as Israel's
May 24 withdrawal from
Lebanon, in recent months.

A member of Syria’'s Alawite
minority, Assad was considered
a shrewd tacticlan who over-
came internal and foreign chal-
lenges to set up a strong cen-
tralised stage.

Assad — which means lion
in Arablc — marked his reign
with purges of rivals, including
former aldes, many of whom
have been imprisoned or killed,
according to international hu-
man rights groups.

British journalist Patrick
Seale, who has written a re-
spected biography of Assad, de-
scribed him as a self-styled
champion of the Arabs who
nonetheless practises

“realpolitik.”
Assad steadfastly insisted
that Israel return all Arab

lands seized in the 1967 war in-
cluding Syria’'s Golan Heights,
which the Jewish state annexed
in 1981.

Born on October 6, 1930 in
the northern city of Kardaha,
Assad has been a member of the
Baath Party since 1946

He completed studies at mili-
tary school in the central city of
Homs in 1955 and was sent to
Egypt at the time of the Syrian-
Egyptian union.

He formed the "Baathist mil-
#Hary committee” That
key role in the'1963 coup that
brought the Baath Party to
power.

Dismissed from the army in
1961 but brought back in 1963,
he was promoted to general in
1964 and the following year ap-
pointed air force commander.

Several days after the 1966
coup that overthrew General
Amin Hafez, Assad became de-
fense minister.

He then seized power in a
November 16, 1970 coup and
was elected president of Syria
on March 12, 1971 to oversee
what the constitution defines as
a "Socialist popular democ-
racy.

In the 1973 war with Israel
Assad’s troops nearly succeeded

in winning back the Golan
Heights from Israel.
In October 1990, they

crushed Lebanese Prime Minis-
ter Michael Aoun’s resistance
to growing Syrian power and
ended Lebanon's 15-year civil
war.

Around 35,000 Syrian
troops remain deployed in
Lebanon, and calls by some
Lebanese, notably Christians
for them to leave are increas-
ingly being heard in the wake ol
Israel’'s withdrawal.

Rumours had long circulated
of Assad’'s poor health, particu-
larly after a heart attack in
983 which put his brother Ri-
faat in temporary control, and
he had been grooming his eldest
son, Basil, to take over the Syr-
jan helm.

But after Basil's death in a
January 1994 car accident, and
amid a feud with Rifaat, Assad
ordered the next eldest of his
three remaining sons, Bashar,
back to Syria from medical
studies abroad and began
preparing him as his successor,

Assad also left behind his
wile and a daughter

Clinton mourns

US President Bill Clinton
mourned the passing of Halez
Al-Assad today and said despite
his differences with the late
leader, he “always respected
him.”

“] am saddened by the news
of President Assad's death and
want to offer my condolences to
his family and the Syrian peo-
ple.” Clinton said in a state-
ment from Minnesota, USA

where he was travelling

played a |

“Over the past seven years, |
have met him many times and
gotten to know him very well,”
Clinton said.

“We had our differences, but |
always respected him ..
Throughout my contacts with
him, including our last meet-
ing, he made clear Syria’s con-
tinued commitment to the path
of peace,” sald Clinton, who was
expected to make further public
remarks on the subject later to-
day.

Arafat declares three

days of mourning

Palestinian President
Yasser Arafat sald in a state-
ment today he mourns the
death of Assad and had declared
three days of official mourning
in Palestinlan-run areas.

"President Yasser Arafat
mourns in the name of the
Palestinian people and the
Palestine Liberation Organisa-
tion and the Palestinian Na-
tional Authority the loss to the
Syrian people and the Arab na-
tion in the death of President
Hafez al-Assad,” said an offi-
cial statement on voice of
Palestine radio

Relations between Arafat
and Assad had long been
strained and Damascus is the
headquarters for factions of the
Palestine Liberation Organisa-
tion opposed to the PLO chair-
man’'s peacemaking with Israel.

“The ‘president shares with
the family of the great Assad
their sorrows at these difficult
moments. The president con-
firms that the Palestinian peo-
ple will stand beside their
brothers, the people of Syria

It added that Arafat had or-
dered three days of official
mourning in Palestinian areas

BNP procession

From page |

measures proved the govern-
ment's bankruptcy

“The budget is a document of
government’'s failure and mis-
management. It clearly shows
that the government is inept,
isolated from the people and
has failed to run the country”®,
the resolution of the meeting
said.

The meeting also urged the
members of different profes-
sional groups to support tomor-
row's hartal

Tullow

From page |

cost of 56 million US dollars in
the first three years of explo-
ration. However, experts termed
this proposal ‘unrealistic
saying that track records show
that oil companies are hardly
able to drill more than two ex-
ploratory wells in three years.
Finally in February-March,
the government itself allowed
relaxation of Tullow's work
programme when it came up
with a new proposal that three
wells, not 10, would be drilled
in the first three years.
Partnership talks between
Tullow and Chevron-Texaco
were initiated back in Decem-
ber '97. However the talks al-
ways ended in disagreements.
This time the government
decided to resolve the matter by
putting forward BAPEX as the
operator. “Since the original
proposal of drilling 10 wells is

not discussed now, we see
nothing wrong in utting
BAPEX on the front line,” a

highly placed official source
said. “"Alter all this has become
a national demand now."

Block 9 was originally re-
served for BAPEX before the
second round bidding. It was
included in the second round
block hidding as a strategy to
attract loreign oil companies.
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The first batch of graduates from BIMDT seen at the institute's 1st convocation ceremony
M Shamim. held at the IDB Bhaban auditorium at Sher-e-Banglanagar in the city yesterday.




