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Gender-based Violence Undermines Rights of Women and Girls

IVE years after the Beljing
World Conference on

A Women called for global
action to end violence against
women, a UNICEF study states
that not enough progress has
been made in addressing the
most common form of such vio-
lence, domestic violence. Do-
mestic violence continues to
negate the rights of women and
rls in all countries and it un-
ermiines the lives of one out of

every two women in some na-

tions.

The report states that such
violence continues to cut across
cultures, class, education, in-
comes, ethnicity and age in ev-
ery country. An estimated 60
million women are missing
from population statistics

lobally; they are victims of
their own familles, killed de-
liberately or through neglect,
simply because they are female.
he study on domestic vio-
lence, released by the UNICEF
Innocenti Research Center
(IRC) in Florence, Italy, states
that to date 44 countries have
adopted specific legislation on
domestic violence, of which 12
are in Latin America.
The 1993 United Nations

A study released by the UNICEF Innocenti Research Center In Florence, Italy, concludes that not enough y
progress has been made in halting domestic abuse of women and girls. The report finds that as many as 60
million women “missing from population statistics globally” are likely victims of domestic violence.

Declaration on the Elimination
of Violence against Women de-
fines violence against women
as encompassing, but not lin-
ited to three areas : violence oc-
curring in the family, within
the general community and vio-
lence perpetrated or condoned
by the state.

The UNICEF report, prepared
in advance of the Beljing+5 Re-
view Meeting held in New York
from 5-9 June, looks specifi-
cally at domestic violence
which many countries and cul-
tures tend to view as largely in-
soluble because it occurs within
the family and is deeply en-
trenched.

In the report, UNICEF states
that domestic violence Is one of
the most pernieious denials ol
human rights because it Is per-
}wtmted not by strangers but by
amily members, people in posl-
tions of trust. It is widespread
globally, impacting on the
physical and emotional health
of women and children, threat-

L

~Argentina,

ening their financial security,
and undermining self-esteem
and the prospects of growing
normally, In the worst situa-
tions, it is life threatening
when women are killed or
commit suicide in desperation,
The UNICEF report proposes
a strategy that addresses the
causes ol violence against
women while providing fimme-
diate services to victims, It calls
for integrated approaches and
involvement from mauf sec-
tions of civil soclety including
community and religious lead-
ers, as well as boosting women
and girls' “security” through le-
gal literacy, education and em-
ployment opportunities,

The report calls for a series
of measures to reduce this
"n})patling toll”, including legal
reform and an end to impunity
for perpetrators. The Latin
American countries, which
have enacted legislation, are
Bolivia, Chile,

Colombla, Costa Rica, Ecuador,
El Salvador, Mexico,
Nicaragua, Peru, Puerto Rico
and Uruguay. While some coun-
trles have begun 1o le%lslate
against marital rape, includin

exico, Namibla, South
Africa, and the USA. The report
notes that sexual abuse and
rape by an intimate partner is
not considered a crime In most
countries.

In a signed article in the re-

yort, Radhika Coomaraswamy,

nited Nations Special Rappor-
teur on Violence Against
Women, points to the special re-
sponsibilities of the state in ad-
dressing the issue of domestic
violence. She salys that:
“Governments should ensure
that there is no {mpunity for
the perpetrators of domestic
violence and that incildents of
family violence are investl-
gated and punished.”

The 1998 South African

Domestic Violence Act contains
a particularly innovative fea-

ture — granting of a temporary
Protection Order In cases where
the court is satisfled that the ac-
tlons of the aggressor pose
“imuninent harm” to the com-
plainant. This ruling allows
protection of the health, safety,
and well being of the applicant
and includes provision for the
aggressor (o be evicted from the
matrimonial home while con-
tinuing to provide monetary
relief to the applicant.

The UNICEF study on Do-
mestic Violence lists a horrify-
ing catalogue of types of vio-
lence perpetrated against
women throughout the life cy-
cle by family members. This
can,bc%ln with a sex-selection
abortion and includes, aside
from physical beatings and
other more “visible” forms ol
violence like acld throwing and
honour killings, forced malnu-
trition, lack of access (o mecli-
cal care and school, forced pros-
titution and bonded labour. The

report notes the relationship
between domestic violence and
the spread of HIV/AIDS. It also
highlights the link between
domestic violence and the in-
creasing avallability of
Weapons.

In addition to enacting legis-
lation, the UNICEF report 'gﬁ:a
other examples of efforts to
tackle the problem, including :

— Training the judiciary to
be gender-sensitive; training of
Supreme Court justices, public
defenders, prosecutors, soclal
workers and support personnel,
has been successfully carried
E:g Aln Cost Rica, India and the

— The first women's police
station, staffed with multi-dis-
ciplinary female teams
equipped to respond to the dif-
ferent needs of victims, was set
up in Sao Paolo, Brazil in 1985
in response to women's com-
plaints that they could not re-
port violations because they
were treated with disrespect and
disbelief. Brazil's success en-
couraged Argentina, Colombia,
Costa Rica, Peru, Uruguay and
Venezuela to set up their own
versions.,

CCORDING to the
Bangladesh Statistics
ureau, 47.60 per cent of

urban population and 44.30 per
cent of rural population still
live under the poverty line.
Among the poor about 67 per
cent are landless. The landless

sses no other viable means of
ﬁclilwﬂd. Consequently, they
are also deprived from the
fruits of development. That is
why day by day, the poverty is
increasing despite efforts to de-
crease it. The so called land-
owners have been controlling
almost all of the production due
to unequal or discriminatory
distribution of property and
lack of appropriate land re-
form.

In our context, land can
provide one's social, political,
economic and above all psycho-
logical security. Land, in many
respects, forms the basis of our
power structure, A piece of land
while provides basis of liveli-
heood to a family, it also assures
one’s right to live in the society
with honour. As such owner-
ship of land has been a long
cherished dream of any one in
the society, and this desire for
land nas not deceased overtime.
In such a situation, khas land
distribution programimme pro-
vides land security to small
landholders, marginalised and
medium farmers.

According to the declaration
of International Human Rights
Convention, right to land is a
human right. However. this
point is it still negl=cted or side-
tracked by most of our political
partie®, "eivil society, goveru-
ment as well as many non-gov-
ernmental development orga-
nizations. There has been no
dearth of assurance, from the
side of state/government over
the past fifty years (since pro-
mulgation of East Bengal State
Acquisition and Tenancy Act
1950) that “intermediaries
shall be wiped out and all land
shall belong to the real cultiva-
tors as owners". This has never
been materialised.

in this region, several
movements, namely Tevaga
Andolon, Tago Andolon. San-
thal Andolan and Nanco An-
dolon were organised in the
past. However, the need of the
poor peasants has not been met.
They did not get a piece of cher-
ished land. Then, Floud Com-
mission was formed and it for-
mulated Bengal Tenancy Act,
1950. They did not get anything,
who played an active role in the
‘movement and who sacrificed
their lives. After independence
in 1971, twenty-nine more
years have passed. But the land-
less poor still remain deprived.
Still to date, the poor peasants
are sacrificing their lives for a
piece of land. Different incident

such as the bloody conflicts of
Kaligonj-Debhata, Ghughudah
Beel, Beel Kuralia. Beel Gajna,
Baro Beela, Rani Sankail are
the instances.

To the contrary, vested in-

terest groups comprising of lo-
cal influentials — rural touts
and matbars — dishonest

politicians and government of-
ficials and comprador bour-
geoisie (in the urban area) have
emerged in the process. This
unlm%_v alliance is illegally oc-
cupying huge amount of khas
lands both agricultural and
non-agricultural and water
bodies ete, This trend of grab-
bing khas land has become one
of the major problems hinder-
ing the process of true human
development in Bangladesh.

After independence, Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man started the process of khas
land distribution among the
landless poor, which suddenly
stopped due to his unexpected,
unnatural and pathetic death.
In 1983, the govermment formed
“Land Reformm Board™ with
some land specialists at dilfer-
ent levels. According recom-
mendations of this Board, the
government proclaimed “"Land
Reform Ordinance, 19847, In
1987, government proclaimed
“Khas Land Distribution Pol-
jcy” and distributed an amount
of khas land among the land-
less poor. However, side by side
other issues as land manage-
ment, ceiling of surplus land,
administrative reform etc. have
not been attended, to. Conse-
quently, the long cherished
dream of landless poor peasants
and agricultural labour has not
come true.

A large amount of agricul-
tural land, non-agricultural
land, water bodies etc. remains
under government ownership.
Much of these resources are
supposed to be distributed
among the landless poor peas-
ants and fishermen. According
to the recent study report of
Human Development Research
Centre. the estimated amount of
total identified khas land in
Bangladesh is 3.3 million acres
with 0.8 million acres of agri-
cultural land khas land, 1.7
million acres of non-agricul-
tural khas land and 0.8 million
acres of khas water bodies. In
addition, there is a huge
amount of vested propertly,
abandoned property, €nemy
property and government ac-
quired unused land in the grip
of illegal occupants and land
grabbers. The issue of khas land
is so much neglected that no one
even knows the exact amount of
such Jland available in
Bangladesh. In terms of abso-
lute number of persons, the

BRI

Saturday 10th June
(All programmes are in local time.
The Daily Star will not be responsi-
ble for any change in the pro-
gramme)

BTV
Moming Prog.

9:00 Opening Announcement,
Recitation From The Holy Quran
And Programme Outline 9:05 Patri-
otic Song 9:10 Khela Dhula 9:40
English Debating 10:05 Sastho
Tattho: Serial- Sukher Tori #10
(*Nazma Aanwar, Joy, Bannay,
Shamim Shahed) 10:35 Angona
10:50 Movie of The Week: Earth
Quake (*Charlton Heston, Ava
Gardner, George Kennedy, Lome
Greene) 12:35 A) Programme Out-
line For 2nd Session B) National
Song 12:40 Closing

Evening Prog.

3:00 Opening Announcement,
Recitation From The Holy Quran
And Programme Outline 3:15 Patri-
otic Song 3:20 Serial: Durer Aakash
#11 (*Toni Dayes, Mitanur, Shams
Suman) / Tele Film: 4:00 Sambad
(Bangla News) 4:05 Nabagato
(New Artist Audition Live Cover-
age) 5:25 Kishor Mancho 6:00 Sam-
bad (Bangla News) 6:05 Nibedan
6:30 Transmission From Chittagong
Center 7:00 News For Weather 7:05
Geetimallyo (Song of
Robindranath) 7:25 Series: Mowgli
(Bangla Dubb) 8:00 Bangla News
At 8 8:30 Weekly Drama: Thikana
(*Pijush Bandopadhaye) 10:00
News At Ten (English) 10:30 Mini
Series: 11:30 Sambad (Bangla
News) 11:35 English News 11:40 A)
Programme Outline For Sunday B)
National Song 11:45 Closing

ALPHA TV

6:30 Alaap 7:00 Monihaar 8:00 Se-
rial: Bhavanepurer Chattugge 8:30
Serial: Mittir Bari 9:00 Plabon 9:30
Bahari Aahar 10:00 Grihosajja 10:30
Serial: Jhara Samayer Upkatha
11:00 Serial: Daag 11:30 Serial:
Sanghaat 12:00 Serial: Sapnanil
12:30 Jigisha 1:00 Aapnader Jannye
1.30 Bahari Aahar 2.00 Serial:
Aamra Probashi#14 2.30 Bangla
Movie- 5:00 Bharat Bhroman 5:30
Asian Sky Shop 6:00 Manabi 6:30
Zee Jalsa 7:00 Aapnader Jannye
7:30 News In Bangali 8:00 Serial:
Shoni-Robi Mogar Chobi #13 8:30
Ek Palak 9:00 Serial: Majar Khala
Kabitay 9:30 Senal: Halh Chocolate
10:00 News In Bangali 10:30 Serial:
Jiban Jeban 11:00 Serial: Annay
Bhuban 11:30 Serial: Hiyar Majhe
12:00 Daag 12:30 Bharat Bhroman
1:00 Grihosajja 1:30 Bangla Movie-
4:00 Serial: Reen 4:30 Serial: Shoni-
Robi Mogar Chobi #13

SONY TV

7:30 Aatma 8:0 Sant Asaram Wani
8:30 Ramayan #61 9:30 Music
Mantra (Trailer show) 10:00 Chart-
busters 10:30 Star Yaar Kalakar
11:30 Jeannie 12:00 Archana Talkies
12:30 Boogie Woogie 1:30 The Good
Home Show 2:00 Cook [t Up With
Tarla Dalal 2:30 Weekend Matinee
Hindi Film: 6:00 Heena #75
(*Rakhi Bhijan, Siman Singh, Rahul
Bhatt, Nina Kulkarni) 6:30
Kanyadaan #32 (*kiran Kher,
Poonam Narula) 7:00 Saaya #78
(*Achintay Kaur, Anup Soni, Aar
Mahadev, Monisha) 7:30 C.1.D,
Files Ep- 8:30 Hindi Film: Hero
No.1 (*Govinda, Karishma Kapoor,

DFID Land Right Study

A Good Initiative Needs an Amendment

landless population has dou-
bled over the last three decades.
Large sections of these landless
people are forced to migrate and
accept sub-human living in
slums of big cities. A free and
fair distribution of khas land
could resolve this rural-urban
migration to a certain extent.
This should have been the ma-
jor constituent of our poverty
eradication agenda

A few NGOs in Bangladesh
have been working on “Khas or
Government Land Distribution
Programme”. They have been
reasonably successful in the
past years in learning the entire
process of land distribution.
They have actually transferred
some khas land to the landless
famnilies. However, compared to
the total khas land in the coun-
try it is very little. It has been
calculated that if the total 3.3
million acres can be redis-
tributed, it will benefit 17 per
cent of the total population of
Bangladesh. Theoretically, this
benefit will reach most of the
hard-core poor families in
Bangladesh if the distribution
takes place among the poorest
(about 20 per cent Bangladeshi
families are in this hard-core
poor category). This can be the
only way of directly reaching
the hard-core poor Iin
Bangladesh, with sincere and
effective poverty alleviation
programine.

t present, most of landless
people are more or less organ-
ised and united and they are
continuing movements at dif-
ferent places in Bangladesh
with the assistance from differ-
ent NGOs in order to establish
their right to land. Now, land
issue has assumed the propor-
tion of a national public de-
mand. They are mobilising
pressure by organising dilferent
meetings, workshops, semi-
nars, mass rallies, mass gather-
ings and submitting memo-
randa to respective governiment
offices to ensure proper distri-
bution of khas land. For exam-
ple, on April 19, 2000, at least
one lakh organised landless
males and females of Pabna
district participated in differ-
ent mass rallies with assistance
from Samata (a non-govern-
mental development organisa-
tion) and LAND (Land Network
for Development — a network of
47 local NGOs) at all the upazi-
las of the district and submitted
memoranda to the respective
Upazila Nirbahi Officers (UNOs)
demanding immediate distribu-
tion of khas lands. Following
that, on May 24, 2000 the same

Harish, Chandni, Kader Khan)
12:30 Midnight Hours: CATS #16
Ep- The Witness Pt-2 1:00 Aahat
4222 Ep- 1:30 Missing #49 Ep-
Harjeet Singh (Pre.- Jacky Shroff)
2:00 CID #117 Ep- The Unknown
Body Pt-1 2:30 Rang Birangee 3:00
The Poppadum Show 3:30 Cine

nght-Film:

DD METRO

7:00 Anhad/Bhakti Sagar 7:30 Sat-
urday Wake Up Show 8:00 Business
Mantra 8:30 Cinema Scene 9:00
The First Edition 9:30 The Millen-
nium Journey 10:00 IT Digest 10:30
Top Job 11:00 Serial: We Love You
11:30 Serial: Rehne Ko Ghar Nahi
12:00 TV Brand 12:30 Serial: Baje
Payal 1:00 Be Happy 1:30 Fun In
The Kitchen 2:00 Vividha 2.30
Hindi Feature Film 2:55 News In
Urdu 5:00 Circus 6.00 Dennis The
Menace 6:30 Mickey & Donald 7:00
Rich For A Rainbow 7.30 Dum Dum
Diga Diga 8:00 Beauty 2000 8:30
Savera 9.00 Manzelein 9:30 Cap-
tain House 10:00 Serial: Alif Laila
10:30 Aaj Tak 10:50 Single Metro-
Sandese Aate Hain 11:00 Aarohan
11:30 Celebrity Saturday 12:00 One
Cube 1:00 Hindi Films

DISCOVERY CHAN-
NEL

6:30 Ushuaia 7:30 Travelers - 8:30
Lonely Planet- 9:30 Eyewitness-
10:30 Withouy Warning 11:30 Earth
Quark- 12:00 Grizli 12:30 New
Sanctuaries- 1:00 Oceans of Mys-
tery- 1:30 Rullers of The Deep 2:30
The Elephant 3:30 Return of The
Dooma 4:30 Beyond 2000- 5:00 Dis-
covery News- 5:30 Altimate
Guide- 6:30 Going Wild With Leff
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Prm:esslunl.sts demanding kﬁ_ﬁéllahd.fﬁr the landless poor in

Pabna

activities were organised at all
the upazilas of greater Rajshahi
district.

At present, a strong public
opinion has been created in
favour of land reform. A re-
cently published survey report
by Bangladesh Institute-of De-
velopment Studies, shows that
87 per cent of our total popula-

tion is in favour of land reform.

The noted and well-known in-
tellectuals of our country have
expressed their opinion from
time to time in favour of land
reform. In this regard one may
tempt to quote Mr. Rehman
Sobhan: “The land reform. is
nof a new word in develo?mem
literature .... Poor people's em-
powerment, participation.
poverty alleviation do not hap-
pen without land reform.” No-
bel laureate Dr. Amartya Sen
has also expressed his opinion
in favour of land reform while a
large number of noted journal-
ists, intellectuals, economists,
development activists, honest
government officials, progres-
sive political activists and
leaders have expressed agree-
ment with his opinion.

Many donor agencies are
now interested to provide sup-
port in establishing land right
of the landless poor in order to
reduce poverty in the country.
Earlier, they were not inter-
ested to work on this issue due
to its complexity and difficul-
ties. Recently, British donor
agency Department for Interna-
tional Development (DFID),
Bangladesh took a significant
initiative to identify the pre-
sent problems and scopes to
work on this land issue and
also identify the areas where
DFID Bangladesh can extend
support to GOs / NGOs in
Bangladesh. It has cominis-
sioned a study, titled "Land and

Corwin 7:00 So You Want To Be?-
7:30 Oshans of Mistry- 8:30
Firestorm 9:30 High Adventure
10:00 Outer Bounds- 10:30 Vings
Future Wings 11:30 Ultrascience
12:00 Next Step 12:30 Challenge
1:30 High Adventure- 2:00 Outher
Bounds

BV

2:00 Shampa Rezar Boithok 3:00
Shoni Barer Matinee Show 5:30
Mon Mon Re Amar 6:00 Euroepan
Football Show 7:00 Wildlife on One,
"Prani Jagat" 7:30 Ekushey News
7:35 Week in Review 8:00 MTV
Classic 8:30 Bhalobasha Kare Koy
9:00 Hollywood Night 10:00 BTV
News 12:20 Hollywood Night
11:15 Week in Review 11:40 Her-
cules

SONY MAX

7:30 Rangeela Re 8:00 Film Show:
Jhansi Ki Rani 11:00 Chartbusters
11:30 Music Mantra 12:00 Pop
Pourri 12:30 Film Show: Kachcha
Chor 3:30 Chartbusters 4:00 Music
Mantra 4:30 Pop Pourri 5:00 Film
Show: Aadat Se Majboor (*Mithun,
Ranjeeta 8:00 Chartbusters 8:30
Music Mantra 9:00 Uncensored
109:30 Film Show: Ittefaq (*Rajesh
Khanna, Nanda 12:30 Film Show:
Pyaasi Ankhen 3:30 Film Show:
Panch Rattan

ESPN

7:00 Live- NBA Finals Game #2
7:30 NHL Playoffs: Stanley Cup Fi-
nals Game #5 12:30 South Africa
Cricket South Africa, England,
Zimbabwe Tri Series Kimberly,
SOUTH AFRICA- Zimbabwe Vs
England 5th ODI, 1st Session 3:00

Water Rights for the Rural Poor
in Bangladesh". This is a part of
their larger effort to reduce
poverty in Bangladesh through
improved realisation of human
rights by the poor and enabling
them in their pursuit of sus-
tainable livelihood. The overall
objective of the study is to con-
tribute to the development of an
effective approach to land and
water rights in Bangladesh.

A two-members study team
consisting Dr. Sourabh Sinha,
of department for social studies,
University of Sussex, U. K and
Dr. Kazi Ali Toufiq, senior re-
search fellow, BIDS have
worked for more than. two
months at différent districts i
Bangladesh and now they are
writing the final report. On
April 27, 2000, they presented
their key- findings and main
recommendations regarding
land and water rights for the
rural poor in Ban%ladcs.h by or-
ganising a workshop with Key
think tanks on land issue, at
CIRDAP Auditorium in Dhaka.
The preliminary key findings
are:

Access to land remains cen-
tral to economic well being in
rural Bangladesh. However,
while there is a strong need for
land reform, it needs to be re-
prioritised to reflect the current
context. So far, land reform has
been dominated by either land
ceiling or tenure reform (during
the 1960s and the 1970s) or by
distribution of khas land to the
landless (after the 1980s). Like
much else relating to land in
Bangladesh, there is no consen-
sus on the amount of khas land
or on the number of landless.
Implementation on both has
been patchy. Much of the confu-
sion stems trom lack of inter-
temporal consensus on what
the state should do and how to
implement meaningful land re-

South Africa Cricket South Africa,
England, Zimbabwe Tri Series Kim-
berly, SOUTH AFRICA- Zimbabwe
Vs England 5th ODI, 2nd Session
5:30 LPGA Golf Wegmans
Rochester International Pittsford,
NY U.S.A. Second Round 7:30
Racehorse Digest 8:00 NBA Action
99/2000 8:30 NBA Finals Game #2
11:00 Pepsi Asia Cup 2000 Dhaka,
BANGLADESH- India Vs Sri
Lanka 3rd ODI, Highlights 12:00
NCAA College World Seri¢s Om-
aha, NE USA Game #2

DD INT'L

7:00 Classical Music 7:30 Nishan
8:00 Business Mantra 8:30 Advant-
age 9:00 The First Edition 9.32 Se-
rial: Muskarate 10.00 India News
10:15 Light Music 10:32 Pick of The
Week 11:00 Dawat 11:32 Kuruli
(Serial) 12,00 Bharat Samachar
(News in Hindi) 12.30 India File
(Note: Programmes May be
Change) 12:15 Hindi Film Show
2:30 Samachar 2:40 The News 3:00
Classical Music 3:32 Nishan 4:00
Business Mantra 4:32 Adventage
5:00 The First Edition 5.32 Serial;
Muskarate 6:00 Pick of The Week
6:32 Dawat 7:00 Kuruli (Serial) 7:30
Hindi Film Show

LEE IV

6:15 Yeadon Ki Pal (B/W Songs)
6:45 Chehre 7:00 Bhakti Songs 7:30
Jagran 7:55 Fitness Plus 8:05 Gul-
dasta 8:30 TVS Sa Re Ga Ma 9:30
Disney Hour (Cartoon) 10:30 EK
Nazar 11:00 Koshish ...EK Aashaa
#14(*Sandha Mridul) 11:30
Aashiqui #65 (*Anita Raj, Farida
Zalal) 12:10 Naye Nazrane 12:40
Nestle- Jhatpat Kazana 1:10 Raa-

. )

form. This confusion. along

with resource coustraints and
reduced land revenue has re-
sulted in serious lacunae in
land administration. At the
same time, systemic ineffl-
clency as in the settlement /
registration process distort in-
centives of principal stakehold-
ers and lead to corruption, con-

flict and litigation. Hence, im-

mediate need for land adminis-

tration reform i.e. updating of
mouza maps and land records.

However, better land record

mana%ement and rationalisa-

tion of land administration by
themselves are not pro-poor
and do not increase the poor's
access to land. For the latter, it
is necessary to undertake land
redistribution reform, which
now implies distribution of
khas land to the landless, and
not just redistribution of ceil-
ing surplus land,

The main recommendations
of the study are:

1. The government reserves
khas land for the landless
with little or no experience
of farm management but
the market price. The cen-
tral purpose is to reduce in-
centives for the rich to sub-
vert the system.

2. The poor in any case, pay
considerable amounts as
bribes and ‘are unsure
of gettix
ted to thém, They are will:
ing to pay the price if they
are assured of getting the

land.

A three pronged strategy Is
recommended :

The state strengths land
administration, updates
land records, rationalizes
procedures.

The market determines the
land price.

Civil society organisations
comprise of alternative fi-
nancial institutions,
which may be encouraged
to develop innovative
products and expand their
lending activities to pro-
vide credit to genuine land-
less for purchase of khas
land. At the same time, so-
cial mobilisation organi-
sations undertake socio-
political empowerment of
the landless to improve the
accountability and trans-
parency of government sys-
tems. It is necessary that
NGO activities be in line
with their comparative ad-
vantages as it is difficult
for a social mobliliser to
play the role of a debt col-
lector.

hein #64 (*Shafali Shaya, Askhoy
Anand, Achinto Kaur, Binoy,
Grusa Kapoor) 1.40 Jhalak 1:45
Hum Paanch 2.25 Daayre #46
(*Mostafa Siraj) 3:00 Khubsoorat
(Fashion Tips Show) 3:30 Cinema
Hits-Hindi Film: 6:20 Gaane An-
jane 6:50 Disney Hour (Cartoon)
7:50 Gudguddee 8:15 Hindi Film:
Ghayal (*Sunny Deol, Meenakshi,
Momta Kulkarni, Raj Babbar,
Amoresh Puri) 11:30 Vijay Jyoti
12:00 Basera #50 (*Papiya Sen
Gupta, Kanchan, Rohit Kumar,
Bydhey, Ronjit, Rohit Segal) 12:40
X-Zone #94 1:40 Saath Saath #65

(*Seema Kapoor, Ritura)) 2:10
Waaris #43 (*Irawati, Aashutos
Rana, Sonam Malhotra) 2:40 Gaane
Anjane 3:10 Hindi Feature Film
(B/W):

DD-7

8:40 Khas Khabar 9:30 Movie Club
Film (Last Monday's Rpt) 12:30
Movie Club Film (Last Tuesday's
Rpt) 3:35 Movie Club Film (Last
Wednesday's Rpt) 5:30 Sambad
6:40 Khas Khabar 7:00 Saptahiki
7:30 Bangla Sambad 8:00 Sikarokti
(Tapas Pal, Sonia, Soma Mukharjee,
Arindam) 8:30 Jalsaghar-Barnali
9:00 Special Prog/Katha O Kahin
9:25 Serial: Bangla Aamar Bangla
10:00 Khas Khabar 10:20 Mokho
Mukhi 10:50 News & Bengali Sam-
bad 11:20 Shatantik 11:40 Shoni Ba-
sor & Closed '

ZEE MOVIES

8:30 OST 9:00 Film: The Fabulous
Baker Boys 11:00 Remarkable 20th
Century 11:30 Film: Rude Awaken-
ing 1:30 OST 2:00 Film: The 39 Steps
4:00 Total Recall 4:30 Just For Kids

s land allot-

Most of the participants of
the sald workshop instantly
disagreed with the main rec-
ominendation "government re-
serves khas land for the land-
less who have little or no expe-
rience of farmn management but
the market price”. They have
explained the reasons why it is
not possible in our country and
requested the study team 1o re-
consider the point. The reasons
are:

1. The poor are not able to
urchase land by taking
oan from micro finance
organisations because the
income generated from the
purchased land Is not
enough to repay the loan.

2. The price of land does not
consider that of the force-

fullg grabbed land. The

rabbers are occupying
and as a means to
strengthen their power and
influence. Besides, as per
the government policy, wa-
ter bodies lease should be
taken by payment, but in
reality, there is no system
of monetary transaction
for water body lease.

3. In the present context,
monetary transaction for
land will not reduce the
present corruption. By us-
ing their influence and
preparing false documents
the land grabbers would
capture government land
and declare their illegal
possessions. In the process
the existing land law goes
in favonr o 4._i.m:d grabbers.

4,» Governmept cannot keép'

~ the property e.g. khas land
and water bodies in {ts oc-
cupation. These are al-
ready occupied by others.
Hence, when the govern-
ment distributes land
among the landless poor
and poor fishermen they do
not get physical occupation
of the land and water bod-
ies. Buying of Khas Land
will only produce docu-
ments no real possessjon.
That is why, it is not possi-
ble for the landless poor to
purchase khas land at
market price.

5. In this context the rights of
landless poor over khas
land is a demand of hun-
dred years and this right
has been ensured by the
constitution. Government
did make an effort to sell
its land by passing EBSTA
Act and eventually failed.
The recommendation of
the study in questions to
sell government land is to-
tally against the present
overnment policy and
iuman rights. The fulfil-
ment of basic rights of the
people is a constitutional

Film: Alice of Wonderland in Paris
6:30"'Remarkable 20th Century 7:00
Film: Carry on Up the Khyber 9:00
Hollywood Remembers 9:30 Movie
of The Week: On Thin lce 11:30
Fright Nights Film: Countess
Dracula 1:30 Film: Carry on Up the
Khyber

ZEE ENGLISH

8:00 Late Show With David Letter-
man 9:00 Candido Camera 9:30
Remarkable 20th, Century 10:00
Music Zone 10:30 The Roseanne
Show 11:30 OST 12:00 Touched By
An Angle 1:00 The Roseanne Show
2:00 Music Zone 2:30 Kate And Al-
lie 3:00 Candido Camera 3:30
Touched By An Angle 4:30 The
Roseanne Show 5:30 Music Zone
6:00 OST 6:30 Spice 7:00 The
Roseanne Show 8:00 Candido
Camera 8:30 Here's Lucy 9:00 Over
The Edge 9:30 Saturday Series: If
Tomorrow Comes 10:30 Adult
Comedy: Benny Hil Show 11:00
News 11:30 Late Show With David
Letterman 12:30 Here's Lucy 1:00
News 1:30 The Roseanne Show

STAR SPORTS

8:00 Seniors Open The Senior Cup
2000 Punta Del Este URUGUAY-
Yannick Noah (France) Vs Bjorn
Borg (Sweden) Men'S Singles Final
9:30 Nba Inside Stutf 99/2000 10:00
Sbk Superbike Hockenheim GER-
MANY Event Highlights 10:30
World Wrestling Federation Raw
12:30 11th Abc Champions Cup
Beirut LEBANON Preliminary
Round 3:30 Cricket Up Close 3:45
Live- Uk Domestic Cricket- Benson
& Hedges Cup Final 1st Session

commitment of govern-
ment that could not be met
for constraint of resources.
Henceforth the distribu-
tion of khas land among
the landless could be a
useful instrument to meet
this commitment.

6. In many cases, the experi-
ences of micro-credit show
that poor people have be-
come loan defaulters. It of-
ten fails to generate the re-
guired capital for the poor.

s such introducing the
system of loan to buy land
will make the landless
poor even further poor and
increase the burden of
loan.

7. Different studies of the
donors (e. g DFID commis-
sioned "Big NGOs Review”)
proved that social and po-
litical empowerment of
loan burdened people could
not be possible and the
burden further deterred the
creativity and social status
of these people.

8. The recommendation to
buy land with money goes
against the government
policy to give preference to
ultra poor, widow, and
river erosion victims at the
time of khas land alloca-
tion.

9. Currently the initiative of
government to sell the
non-agrarian land is also
not satisfactory and the
rights of the landless poor
is not considered either.

.+ We hope that the study teaim
will reconsider the issue of ‘pur-
chasing khas land at market
price'. Except this recommenda-
tion, all the findings and rec-
ommendations seem appropri-

ate and useful. We think that if

the study team reconsider the
said issue, the study will play a
significant role in establishing
the right of the rural landless
poor in Bangladesh, which will
largely reduce poverty in the
country.

DFID Bangladesh has been
playing a very significant role
in the development activities in
Bangladesh for a long time. It
provides a large amount as
grant to GOs and NGOs of the
country each year to implement
different projects in order to re-
duce poverty. Their land right
study is also a very good initia-
tive, which will provide guide-
lines for taking a good and pro-
poor land reform in the coun-
try. As such it is expected that
they would make the required
amendment. In this way, the
long cherished dream of the
landless poor may come Irue
and DFID Bangladesh be their
partner in progress.

7:15 Gillette World Sports Special
7:45 Live- Uk Domestic Cricket-
Benson & Hedges Cup Final 2nd
Session 11:30 Asian Pga Tour
Davidoff Tour: Ericsson Classic-
Taipei TAIWAN Highlights 12:30
Pga Tour Golf Buick Classic Rye NY
USA Day Two

MUSIC ASIA

7:30 Aalaap 8:00 Ta Ra Rum 9:00
Brake Fail 10:00 Dil Se 10:30 Hit Mix
11:00 Brake Fail 11:30 Artist of The
Fortnight 12:00 Bajaj Music Box
12:30 Saare Ga Ma Classic 1:00 Hi-
mani Gold T Jharokha 2:00 Music
Quiz 2:30 Samay Quaetz Best of
The Best 3:30 Brake Fail 4:30 Bajaj
Music Box 5:00 Indi Pop Ka Baap
Kaun 5:30 Hit Mix 6:00 Saare Ga
Ma Classic 7:00 Brake Fail 8:00
Jhakaas 8:30 Stars Day Out 9:00 Pop
Busters 9:30 Bajaj Music Box 10:00
DSP Sizzlers 10:30 Jharokha 11:00
Music Asia Live 11:30 Shabab 12:00
Music Zone 1:00 Brake Fail 1:30
Himani Gold T. Jharokha 2:00 Bajaj
Music Box 2:30 Jhakaas 3:00 Ta Ra
Rum 4:00 Music Quiz 4:30 Brake
Fail

ZFE NEWS INDIA TV

7:30 Zee News: Hindi 8:00 Morn-
ing Zee 9:00 Namaste Zee 10:30 Ru-
Ba-Ru 11:00 Guftagu 12:00 Ru-Ba-
Ru 6:30 The Health Show 7:00
Business News 7:30 The Premier
Show 8:00 Zee News: Hindi 8:30 IT
Trail 9:00 News In English 9:30 Zee
News: Hindi 10:00 Zee Prime Time
Show 11:00 NR Eyes 11:30 News In
English 12:00 Zee News: Hindi
12:30 to 6:30 Every Half Hour - Zee
News: Hindi

-




