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France attempt the double

PARIS, June 9 (AFP): France
have it all to prove at Euro 2000
this summer in an attempt to
become the first World Cup
winuers to go on to immedi-
ately win this continental title.

France still have the bulk of
the Aime Jacquet squad which
sparked off the biggest football

MANAGER:
Roger Lemerre

French coach Roger Lemerre,
who considered quitting his
st after their last qualifier,
as the task of ensuring
France's World Cup win was no
fluke by going on to take the
Euro 2000 crown.

Lemerre was a member of the
backroom team during the vic-
torious 1998 World Cup cam-
paign, and was In charge of the
French military squad which
won the world championships
in 1995 to prove he has big
tournament :xpcricncc

Before that, he was a de-

fender at Sedan, Nantes, Nancy
layed six times for
coached Red Star

and Lens,
France, an

Lens, Paris FC and Strasbourg.

That pedigree in profes-
sional football with stand him
in stead during the June 10
to July 2 finals held in Belgium
and Holland this summer.

However he nearly quit the
team fironically after winning
their last gualifier at home to
Iceland on Octoer 9 last year
which sealed their ticket to the
tournament.

Lemerre spent the next day
hinting very strongly that he
was preparing either to stand
down or embark on a major re-
think of team policy.

At the post-match press
conference a sombre Lemerre
said his mission was accom-
plished and he heightened spec-
ulation that he was about to
stand down when he was asked
if he would be in charge for
France's next match, a home
friendly with Croatia.

Lemerre replied: "God only_
Eknows.” ~

Questions about the possible
axing of older players such as
Laurent Blanc, Didier De-
schamps and Marcel Desailly,
allegedly eroding Lemerre's au-
thority in the dressing room,
eventually died down and all
are expected to be key member
of his side.

French federation boss
Claude Simonet eventually said
Lemerre would continue to the
end of his contract which runs
till the end of Euro 2000.

That episode is now con-
signed to the past and Lemerre
recently spoke with confidence
about France's chances.

He told the French press in
March: "We have no reason to
fear any other team because we
are the world champions. We
work together well, most of the
plavers kuow what it is like to
win a major championsaip,
and we clearly have the talent
to go all the way,

That does not mean we will
win the title, but it gives us a
5reat chance and lot of confi-

ence.”

® 27-vear-old Juventus

party ever in France following
their 3-0 victory over Brazil on
July 12, 1998,

Players such as Didier De-
schamps, Zinedine Zidane In
midfield and the World Cup
winning back four of Bixente
Lizarazu, Laurent Blanc, Marcel
Desailly and Litlian Thuram
are, barring injury or massive
loss of form, going to be Key
players this time.

However once again their
striking options are at a pre-
miuim.

There was no better illustra-
tion of that lack of firepower
than the World Cup Final itself.

While Brazilian fans
thought the 3-0 scoreline was
humiliating it should be re-
membered that Stephane Guiv-
arc’h squandered three golden
chances and substitute
Christophe Dugarry one In

STARWATCH

Zinedine Zidane

(France)

PARIS., June 9 [(AFP):
France's Zinedine Zidane is the
French team’s catalyst and per-
haps the most important player
in their bid for the Euro 2000
title.

His two headed goals against
Brazil in the 1998 World Cup fi-
nal granted him legendary sta-
tus among teammmates and the
French public and earned him
the world player of the year
award.

The shy man of Algerian ex-
traction. brought up on the out-
skirts of Marseille, has had
continual problems with_ his
knee since that famous 3-0
Stade de France victory, but the

nch public are willing the
play-
maker to stay this
summer.

France's group D has Euro 96
runners-up Czech Republic,
Euro 92 winners Denmark, and
Holland, many football experts
choice as the most complete
team at the 1998 World Cup.

I think England's and Ger-
many's group is the toughest
one," he told [talian press in
March. "However we are world
champions and have no need to
fear anyone.”

He's such a Kkey figure for
France, in terms of skill and
personal influence, coach Roger
Lemerre knows he would be vir-
tually impossible to replace.

Zidane has been playing his
usual major role at Juventus, in
between bouts of injury and
scandal inveolving his private
life, although Carlo Ancelotti’s
side again came up Sshort on
both domestic and European
fronts.

Speaking to the Italian
press, Zidane said he would
never again talk about his pri-
vate life in public. His Spanish

healthy

probably the most one-sided fi-
nal in history.

Indeed the French have not
had a world class strike force
since the days of Jean-Pierre
Papin and Eric Cantona.
Though both were prolific scor-
ers the national team was not

rticularly successful with the

apin- -Cantona axis up front.

Many candidates have tried
and falled to make the striking
position their own since then.
Guivarc'h, Tony Vairelles, Nico-
las Anelka, Lillan Laslandes,
David Trezeguet, Sylvain
Wiltord, Laurent Robert and
Dugarry have all failed to seize
the opportunity under Lemerre.

Anelka's good showings for
Real Madrid as they went on to
clalm the European Champions
League title recently boosted his
hopes,

wife is knowh to want to live in
her native country and Zidane
said he would be happy to play

in Spain one day. The press
latched on to that. speculating
he might be leaving The Old

Lady of Turin.
I'll never talk about my
family like that again,” he said

at the time.

He has never disguised the
fact that though he takes great
pleasure and professional satis-
faction from playing for Juven-
tus, he dislikes Turin believing
it to be a soulless, industrial
city offering a poor lifestyle.

Zidane plaved a deeper role
for Juventus this vear, drifting
back into midfield rather than
the hole just behind the strik-
er's to fit in with the players at
Ancelotti's disposal.

His skill and influence is
such that however he is used for
France, his cog will be an im-
portant part of the French ma-
chine in their attempt to grind
out a Euro 2000 victory in the
June 10 to July 2 event in Bel-
gium and Holland.

Perhaps, like at the World
Cup, they will manage without a
major front man with other
players chipping in with goals
and with llht. odd penalty-
shootout victory.

Much will hinge on their Ju-
ventus playmaker Zinedine Zi-
dane, who scored two headed
goals in the World Cup final.

Though he has had a contin-
uing knee problem and suffered
chronic fatigue in the two years
since France 98, Zidane Is ex-
pected to yet again be the cata-
lyst in thé middle of the pitch.

France struggled when he
missed four qualifiers against
Ukraine, Armenia, Russia and
Andorra, last year and suddenly
France looked a better side
when he returned-

French legend Platini, like
Z!thuu* also a star at Juventus,
once said Zidane could be the
last of his generation of tal-
ented playmakers.

Keeper Fabien Barthez, per-
haps with Zidane one of
France's most respected players.
is also going to be a major in-
fluence on their campaign in

Belgium and Holland from June
10 to July 2.

Barthez has resisted major
offers from some of Europe's top
clubs but stayed at Monaco
where he won the 1999/2000
French league title. He report-
edly earns around 20 million
francs a year at Monaco, mak-
ing him the highest paid player
in the league.

France will hope he pays
back some of his rich pickings
from the sport with a superb
showing at Euro 2000 where
they play in the tough group D
against Czech Republic, Holland
and Denmark

SQUAD
GOALKEEPERS: Fabien
Barthez (Manchester
United/Eng), Bernard Lama
(Paris SG), Ulrich Rame
(Bordeaux)

DEFENDERS: Bixente
Lizarazu (Bayern Munich/Ger),
Marcel Desailly (Chelsea/Eng),
Frank Leboeuf (Chelsea/Eng),
Vincent Candela (AS Roma/lIta).

Christian Karembeu (Real
Madrid/Spa). Lilian Thuram
(Parma/Ita), Laurent Blanc
(Inter Milan/Ita)

MIDFIELDERS: Zinedine
Zidane (Juventus/Ita). Youri
Djorkaeff (Kaiserslautern/Ger),
Didier Deschamps
(Chelsea Patrick Vieira
(Arsenal/Eng), Emmanuel Petit
(Arsenal/Eng), Robert Pires
(Marseille)., Johan Micoud
(Parmay Ita)

FORWARDS: Nicolas Anelka

Eng),

(Real Madrid/Spa), Thierry
Henry (Arsenal/Eng), David
Trezeguet (Monaco), Sylvain

Wiltord (Bordeaux), Christophe
Dugarry (Bordeaux])

Euro Championship

{Group D-Bruges)

The Baily Star 15

Holland short of good results

PARIS, June 9 (AFP): Hol-
land, many pcuplc s favourites
to win the Euro 2000 title on
home soil, are short of good re-
sults and confldence on the run-
up to the June 10 to July 2 event.

They were arguably the most
complete side in finishing
fourth at the 1998 World Cup,
have a host of players in top Eu-
ropean clubs and are led by AC
Milan legend Frank Rijkaard.

Rijkaard was In the squad
when they won the European ti-
tle in Germany In 1988 and now
he Is entrusted with repeating
that triumph as coach.

Their friendly results since
the World Cup and up to the end
of 1999 hard[;r make great read-
Ing -- one win in 12 matches,

A 2-1 win over arch-rivals
Germany on February 23 this
year helped gain credibility for
the side but the douhterq are
still out in force.

Rijkaard told the Dutch
press In March: "We're on
course. | know we have had a lot
of criticisi but It's not easy to
hit top form In friendly
matches. It's the results at the
Euro 2000 finals itself which
really count and not friendlies.”

Rijkaard has basically kept
with the 4-4-2 system of hh
predecessor Guus Hiddink and
the same nucleus of players.

Patrick Kluivert {s a virtual
certainty up front such have
been his impressive perfor-
mances for Barcelona (n the
Spanish championship and Eu-
ropean Champlons League this
season.

Dennis Bergkamp will prob-
ably be Kluivert's strike partner
thour{h his patchy form for Ar-
senal might make Rijkaard re-
consider in favour of the In-
formm Roy Makaay of Deportivo
LLa Coruna.The omission of the
prolitic Chelsea bound Jimmy
Floyd Hasselbaink is destined

German dentist
to officiate
opener

BRUSSELS, June 9: German
referee Markus Merk has been
handed the whistle for the Euro
2000 curtain raiser between co-
hosts Belgium and Sweden at
the King Boudewijn Stadium on
Saturday, reports AFP.

"It's a bighunour to have this
match to officiate,” said the 38-
vear-old dentist from Kaiser-
slautern.

UEFA Thursday named the

officials for the first 13
matches of the tournamendt:

June 10: Belgium-Sweden
(Group B-Brussels) Markus
Merk (Ger)

June 11: Turkey-Italy (Group
B-Arnhem) Hugh Dallas (Sco)

June 11: France-Denmark

Cuntér Benko
(Aut)

June 11: Netherlands-Czech
Rep (Group D-Amsterdam) Pier-
luigi Collina (Ita)

June 12: Germany-Romania
(Group A-Liege) Kim Nielsen
(Den)

June 12: Portugal-England
(Group A-Eindhoven) Anders
Frisk (Swe)

June 13: Spain-Norway
(Group C-Rotterdam) Gamal El
Ghandour (Egy)

June 13: Yugoslavia-Slove-
nia (Group C-Charleroi) Vitor
Melo Pereira (Por)

June 14: Italy-Belgium
(Group B-Brussels) Jose Maria
Garcia Aranda (Spa)

June 15: Sweden-Turkey
(Group B-Eindhoven) Dick Jol
(Ned)

June 16: Czech Rep-France
(Group D-Bruges) Graham Poll
(Eng)

June 16: Denmark-Nether-
lands (Group D-Rotterdam) Urs
Meier (Swi)

June 17: Romania-Portugal
(Group A-Arnhem) Gilles

Veissiere (Fra)

Shearer scare

for England

SPA, Belgium, June 9: Eng
land arrhed at their headquarv
ters for the Euro 2000 finals
here Thursday with concern
rising for the fitness of skipper
Alan Shearer, reports AFP.

Just four days ahead of their
opener against Portugal in
Eindhoven, Shearer, who is the
cornerstone of Kevin Keegan's

lans, underwent a scan on a
nee problem before the team
flew out to its Belgian base

Both Shearer and Keegan
were expressing confidence the
striker would be able to face the
Portuguese, although they were
not anticipating receiving the
results of the "precautionary”
scan until Friday,

And while Shearer may not
be able to train until Saturday.
the England coach - who re-
“wvealed that a total of eight play-
ers have undergone scans in the

past week or so - will give him
until the last possible inoment
to prove his fitness.

Until the scan results come
back without any problems, the
news therefore remains a major
worry for England fans so close
to the start of the tournament.

Shearer apparently went
into last Saturday's game
against Malta with a “slight
niggle” In his knee and then had
to be substituted after just 51
minutes after falling "awk-
wardly” during the match.

Keegan Insisted Wednesday
that Shearer was "fine” and
would train Thursdav, yet he
still felt the scan was necessary

to get a specialist view on the
problem.

Kt‘f(fan has already lost Ja-
son Wilcox, Ray Parlour, Jamle
Redknapp and Andy Cole from

his provisional squad. but none

of that quartet are even close to

having the importance of
Shearer within the England
squad,

BRUSSELS, June 9 (AP):
Suddenly, Euro 2000 is faced
with a baby boom. One has ar-
rived and another is on the way.

Belgian defender Philippe
Leonard became the proud fa-
ther of Julia late Thursday and
just a few hours later, Manch-
ester United forward Ole Gun-
nar Solskjaer rushed out of
Norway's training camp and
left for England, where his {i-
ancee Silje Lyngvaer was ex-
pected to give birth

‘We're going to have one
lass of thamb an' to cele-
rale,” said lan coach

Robert Waseige, whnw Ked Dev-
{ls open Euro 2000 against Swe-
den on Saturday,

"We don't want to celebrate
too much before the game,” said
Waseige,

Leonard was not allowed to
dwell on the fuzzy feelings of fa-
therhood too long. He was
called back to camp at 1 pm
Friday, barely 12 hours after
the birth. Leonard is still being
considered to start as wing de-
fender.

Solskjaer's place on the
Norway team. which opens

against ‘:Faiu only on Tuesday,
is not in doubt,

DON'T COUNT
ON GARETH

England’'s Gareth Southgate
won't be volunteering to take
penalties at Euro 2000,

The defender missed a vital
spot kick In a semifinal match
against Germany at Euro 96 and
doesn’t want to go through the
same experience again

I think we would have (o go
down to Hhout 18-all before |
took one,” said the 29-year-old
Aston Villa player. "The possi-
bility of penalties be ing needed
to win this competition has
been discussed. The chances are
that somewhere down the line It
will be required becanse many
of the teams are so evenly
mateched.”

TOURNEY TREATS

Southgate, who requested a
shock transfer this week
missed a deciding penalty for
Aston Villa this season in the
league cup match against West
Ham United.

"It goes without saying that |
would be well down the list. It is
not something I am consider-
ing. It has gone beyond the
point where | have to prove a
point.” he said.

WEIGHT PROBLEMS

French stars Zinedine Zi-
dane and Laurent Blanc have a
weight problem. Both lost more
than four kilos (8.8 pounds)
during France's five-day Euro
2000 preparation in Morocco,
where the world champions

drew 2-2 with Japan and
crushed the hosts 5-1,

"We went to Morocco to get
some preparation but person-
ally | was happy to leave,” Blanc
said.

The powerful Inter Milan de-
fender, whose normal weight is
88 kllos (193 pounds), came
down with a bout of gastroen-
teritis on the second day of
France's trip to North Africa.

Zidane showed his normal
hrﬂtlili,lﬂllb workrate under the
midafternoon sun against
-l;ilmn

"Physically, | feel strong and
ready for Euro 2000," he said.
‘But we had some problems (n
Morocco with players suffering
froimn gastroenteritis. 1 lost
about four kilos in the match,

TV DETENTION

Soccer hooligans detained in
Amsterdam during the Euro
2000 champlonships starting
Saturday don't have to worry
about missing a single game.

Temporary detention facili-
ties set up in an abandoned
harbor just outside the Dutch
capital have been equipped with
huge video screens which will
show all the action on the out-
side

LATEST ODDS

LONDON, June 9 (Reuters):
Latest Euro 2000 betting:
TO WIN OUTRIGHT
10-3 — Netherlands

9-2 — France
11-2 — Spain
6-1 — ltaly

9-1 — England
12-1 — Gernmany

16-1 — Bt*lgiitm and Czech
Republic
20-1 — Sweden

22-1 — Portugal

25-1 — Norway

33-1 — Yugoslavia

40-1 — Denmark and Romania
66-1 — Turkey

1 50-1 — Slovenia

TO WIN GROUPS

Group A

15-8 - England
|1-5 — Germany
3-1 — Portugal
4-1 — Romania

Group B

11-10 — Italy
13-5 — Belgium
3-1 — Sweden
8=1 — Turkey

Group C

8-13 — Spain
10-3 — Norway
/-2 — Yuposlavia
25-1 — Slovenia

Group D

11-10 — Netherlancds
7-4 — France

8.2 - Czech Republic
10- ] — Denmark

LEADING GOALSCORER

/-1 — Patrick Kluivert (Nether-
lands); Raul (Spain).

10-1 — Thierry Henry (France).
12-1 — Alan Shearer (England).
14-1 — Oliver Bierholl (Ger-

many); Fillippo Inzaghi (Italy).

16-1 Nicolas Anelka (France:
Dennis Bergkamp (Nether-
lands): Ulf Kirsten (Germany:

Michale Owen (England); David

Treazeguet (France).

20-1 — Alessandro Del Piero
(Italy).

295-1 — Jan Koller (Czech Repub-
lic); Predarg Mijatovic (Yugos-

lavia); Vincenzo Montella
(Italy); Francesco Totti (Italy):
Ismael Urzaiz (Spain).

331 — Kennet Andersson
(Sweden); Yourl Djorkaefi
(France): Tore Andre Flo

(Norway)

History beckons
Egyptian ref

BRUSSELS, June 9: Egyptian
customs officer Gamal EI-
Ghandour will make history
when he officiates at the Spain-
Norway match in Rotterdam on
June 13 becoming the first non-
European to referee a Euro 2000
tie, reports AFP,

El-Ghandour's participation
follows an agreement between
football's governing bodies in
Europe and Africa to exchange
referees for their top competi-
tions.

French referee
took part In the African Na-
tions (‘.‘u” at the start of the vear
in Nigeria and Ghana, and El-
Ghandour was chosen to repre-
sent Africa at the Euro 2000 f{i-
nals in Belglum and the Nether
lands.

El-Ghandour is one the top
referees on the Alrican contl-
nent, having taken charge of
three group matches during the
1998 World Cup finals In
France

Prior to that he was a referee
at the 1996 Atlanta Olympic
football tournament and at the
Qatar under-20 world champl-
onships.

He has also twice been in
charge, In 1994 and 1996, of the
tumultuous Egyptian club derby
between unfwrh'nlu Zamalek
and Al-Ahly

Alain Sars

(o ralse more than a lew eye-
brows.
Clarence Seedorf would

probably be on the right of mid-
field, Mare Overmars on the left
and then Edgar Davids and
Aron Winter in the middle. But
there could also be a place for
Glovanni van Bronckhorst who
had an impressive season with
Glasgow Rangers in Scotland.
Michael Reiziger, Jaap
Stam, Frank De Boer and
Arthur Numan could be the
back four, going from right to
left, in front of first-choice
keeper Edwin Van der Sar

Patrick Kluivert
(Netherlands)

PARIS, June 9 (AFP): Hol-
land's high-profile striker
Patrick Kluivert, always in the
Itmelight for good or bad, can
however never be ignored when
the chips are down in a major
championship.

A regular in Barcelona’'s
star-studded line-up this sea-
son, he has delivered under the
highest pressure possible at
their Nou Camp stadium and
his national coach Frank Ri-
jkaard is {*xpt*('linf nothing less
from his talented, yet contro-
versial midfield at this sum-
mer's Euro2000.

His temper can boil over, as
is the case with many top foot-
ballers as the fury is a by-prod-
uct of the natural aggression
which makes them stars.

However he knows he cannot
repeat the aptics which earned
a red t;*ird‘at théi 1998 World
@ AIp:
Khaivert was Ahmishu] in a

oup match against Belgium
h}r retaliation, by hitting
Lorenzo Staelens, and served a
two-match ban which was just
the result their opponents
would have wanted.

But he went on to become one
of their key players and scored
the equalizer in the 87th
minute for 1-1 draw in the
semifinal against Brazil, which
they eventually lost on penal-
ties

[ronically, he had a great
game in a friendly a,];;unat Bel-
gium in late Marc scoring
twice to come back from a 2-0
deficit to draw against their
arch rivals and neighbours

He also had a five-match ban
slapped on him by the Spanish
football federation in January
after striking Rayo Vallecano
player Jesus Diego Coto a
month earlier.

The player was handed a
four-match ban but also missed
a lifth game because of a sanc-
tion that had been suspended

soll.

Tigana,
Spain's nerves proved costly
under his body and over the line

with a de
1988

In fact,

lils teainmate at AC Milan.

major tournament,
lowed the
1992

lournament

only to be

not seem to matter.

(o greatness by saving
final with Holland.

Germany in Gothenburg.

same
ously,

Iheir semifinal victory

extra-time,

The

It was Holland's first success in a major tournament
"Oranje” to consign the Johan Cruyil era to the past
Denmark are the only losers ever to win a major football

_ recalled for the final sta
tions led to the expulsion of Yugo
Denmark had spent most of the time

The unlucky
Basten, the hero of the previous tournament

In the final, Denmark again upset the formbook with goals
from John Jensen and Kim Vilfort wrapping up a 2-0 win ovel

1996: Germany's first major title
on English soil — sweet revenge for thelr controversial loss in the
Vermbley Stadium in the World Cup Final 30 years previ.

Czechs astonished evervone by reaching the
Karel Poborsky and Patrik Berger caught the eye

A controversial Berger penalty gave them a lead in the linal
but Oliver Bierhofl squared the match

Bierholl proved the hero again when his extra-time winner be-
came the first golden goal to settle a major tonrnament

Van der Sar will have back-

ing from two english-based
goalkeepers, Sander Westerveld
of Liverpool and Ed De Goey od
Chelsea.

Hiddink was unlucky that
both Bergkamp and Overmars
missed thelr losing World Cup
semifinal in Marseille against
Brazil as many people thought
they would go on and win the
world title for the first time

A Euro 2000 victory would go
some way to making up for that
disappointment and put Dutch
football firmly back on the
map. reminding them of their

STARWATCH

firIIr.um;_- a pi ith
authority

The Dutch star also had a
traumatic time after scoring the
the winner in Ajax's 1-0 Euro-

pean Cup win over AC Milan, in

1995

Written off after a near-dis-
astrous season with AC Milan
Kluivert had been struggling to
cope with his form and a pro-
tracted rape case brought

against him in Amsterdam in
.|L|{|{‘ 1997

However the case was
thrown out in February 1998
for lack of evidence and in Au-
gust of that year, the Dutchman

received some 20.000 dollars in

( l'I'.tIH'I]mrTIr-]I

In September 1995, Kluiy
ert's car crashed into another
vehicle. causing the death of
one of Holland's top theatre di-
reclors

He was later convicted of the
accidental killing and sen-
tenced to 240 hours of commu-
nity service, with a thre

month suspended jail sentence

With all that strife well be-
hind him. Kluivert HHH a tal-
ented young man at 23 despite
the enforced maturity a high
profile lile demands, may just
blossom at Euro 2000

F['DIII vesterdavy's issue

Belgium had astonished everyone by re
were sunk h\ a goal in the 88th minute to lose 2-1

Germany’'s matchwinner was
ing forward Horst Hrubesch scored both goals in that final

1984: France's first success in a big tournament caine on hoi

aching the final and

an unlikelv hero. Clumsv-look

Michel Platini," with nine goals, was the undisputed star of the
show but he featured in a magnificent midfield
Alain Giresse and Luis Fernandez
in the
ish goalkeeper Luis Arconada allowed Platini’s free-kick to creep

alongside Jean

final, a bungle from Span-

Bruno Bellone wrapped up the 2-0 victory for the host nation
lightful chip in stoppage time

olland came into the tournament with Ruud Gullit be-
ing tuued as the player who would win all the accolades
Gullit was upstaged by compatriot Marco Van Basten,

Van Basten destroyed England with a brilliant hat-trick and
also scored against West Germany

In the final against the Soviets,
Gullit header when Van Basten produced his masterpiece.

His fearsome dipping volley from the
penalty area is still considered one of the

Holland were leading with a

right-hand edge of the
sreatest goals to win a

.lglii ;1|

The Danes were eliminated from the tournament in qualityving
jes when United Nations sanc-
.htn'm

on the beach — but It did

Legendary goalkeeper Peter Schmeichel staked his first claim
a penalty in the shootout (o win the semi-

Dutchman was ironicallv Van

as a re-united nation came

against England on penalties was an
eplc with Andreas Kopke saving Gareth Southgate's xpul kick
England had flattered to deceive with a brilliant 4
Holland but in truth had ridden their luck, benefiting from dubi-
ous refereeing decisions in the quarterfinal with Spain and also
when Germany had what looked a good golden goal chalked ol in

-1 detent of

final and

1970's glory davs and their 1988
European champlonship win.

SQUAD
GOALKEEPERS: Edwin van
der Sar (Juventus/Ita), Ed de
Goey (Chelsea/Eng), Sander
Westerveld (Liverpool/Eng).
DEFENDERS: Jaap Stam
(Manchester United/Eng),
Frank de Boer (Barcelona/Spa),
Bert Konterman (Feyenoord),
Arthur Numan (Glasgow
Rangers/Sco), Michael Relziger
(Barcelona /Spa)
MIDFIELDERS: Ronald de
Boer (Barcelona/Spa), Paul
Bosvelt (Feyenoord), Giovanni
van Bronckhorst (Glasgow
Rangers/Sco), Phillip Cocu
(Barcelona /Spal, Edgar Davids
(Juventus/Ita). Mare Overmars
(Arsenal/Eng). Clarence See-
dorf (Inter Milan/Ita), Aron
Winter (Ajax), Boudewijn Zen-
den (Barcelona/Spa)
FORWARDS:
Vossen (Fevenoord), Pierre van
Hooijdonk (Vitesse Arnhem),
Patrick Kluivert
(Barcelona/Spa), Roy Makaay
(Deportivo la Coruna/Spa),
Dennis Bergkamp
(Arsenal

Peter van

Eng)

MANAGER:
Frank Rijkaard

Dutch coach Frank Rijkaard

imust have known as soon as the
Euro 2000 draw was made in
Brussels in December his side
woild have a tough time getting
tliirough to the quarterfinals
Rijkaard makes his competi-
tive debut as Holland coach in
Euro 2000. and with world
champtons France, (982 Euro-
pean champions Denmark-and
1996 European runners-up

Czech Republic, who had
best qualifying results,
will be no easy match

the
there

That pool is most people's

AN
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choice as the toughest and quite
a rigorous test for former Ajax
and AC Milan ilegend Rijkaard,
who won the European champi-
onship with Holland in Ger-
many in 198

Dutch football is renowned
throughout the world for its
technical skill allied with com-
petitiveness but the. countn
have only won one major in-
ternational event - those 1988
championships

Ajax won the European Cup
from 1971 to 1973 and Holland
were twice World Cup runners-
up in 1974 and 1978 with leg-
ends such as Johan Cruyif and
Johan Neeskens to stamp their
authority on the decade

Holland lost the World Cup
semifinal to Brazil on penalties

in 1998, though key players
Dennis Bergkamp and Mare
Overmars were injured, and

many believed them to be the
best side in the tournament.

The 37-vear-old Rijkaard,
entrusted with ridding the
country of its major champi-
onship hoodoo. remained up-
beat.

He told AFP alter beating
Germany 2-1 in February: "We
are (n the perfect situation to do
well at Euro 2000. 1 think the
team is as good as the 1998
World Cup side and the time is
ripe for this generation of play-
ers

They have to go out and
seize the moment. We have so
many players who have been
successful at some ol the best
clubs in the world but now they
have the chance to repeat that
for their country

Rijkaard won plenty ol tro-
phies as a player, including Eu-
ropean Cup trinmphs with both
Ajax and AC Milan, but he
would seal his reputation iIn
Holland's unoffictal Hall of
Fame should he coach his coun-
try to a Enro 2000 trinmph.
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