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Impromptu bazars near
city offices

By A S M Nurunnabi

It has become the current

trend that a kutcha bazar can be
set up anywhere in the city to

meet the needs of a local area.
For this purpose, no formal
ermission or authorisation
rom the concerned
seems needed. On this account,

impromptu bazars have become

a ubiquitous phenomenon, par-
ticularly near city offices,
where such bazars even spill
over to adjacent roadside

pavements, creating difficulties

of passage for pedestrians. In
some areas of the city, the pro-
clivity to set up such bazars
near office complexes ol gov-
ernment, semi-government and
other important agencies has
rown into a characteristic
eature of city life. In conse-
quence, the helpless pedestrians
are sometimes forced to forsake
the comparative safety of
movement on roadside
pavements and thrown into the
hazards of vehicular traffic on
the open roads.

These bazars appear to con-
duct a thriving business mostly
during the period of ope ration
of these offices. Besides the
normal merchandise sold in a
kutcha bazar, such as vegeta-
bles, fruits, meat, and fish, a
wide variety of comimodities
required for normal living in-
cluding dress materials, lungis,
vests, sarees and ready _made
garments are available here.
One main reason for attraction
of these bazars is that the nu-

quarter

merous employees of the offices
localised in these areas find the
easy accessibility of these
bazars quite a boon. [JurlnF
lunch breaks or at the end of of-
fice hours, many of those em-

loyees fan out into these

azars to make purchases of
things needed for their families
in a comparatively less con-
gested environment without go-
ing through the hustle and bus-’
tle of regular bazars.

Other causes of attraction
for these bazars are reportedly
the availability of the daily es-
sential commeodities at prices
much lower than those at regu-
lar bazars, the reason being
that in many cases, the growers
of agricultural commodities in
particular, themselves come
down to the city areas to sell
their wares without going
through intermediaries. The
lower prices of many commodi-
ties at these places constitute an
incentive for many employees
of the nearby offices to buy
their requirements here. BL
cause of the price advantages at

these places, many people from
other areas of the city also
throng these bazars to make
their purchases.

There are some well-known
office-based kutcha bazars in
city areas. We may cite, for ex-
ample, the areas in front of the
office of the Accountant-Gen-
eral and the double-phased of-
fice complexes at Segunbagicha,
the areas adjacent to the

Bangladesh Bank and its at-
tached offices, and the stretch
of road pavements alongside
Topkhana Road by the side of
the corporate branch of the
Sonali Bank,

Besides the economy in
prices obtainable at these
places, another important fac-
tor for the popularity of these
bazars is that the city dwellers,
who are steadily swelling, are
so much caught up in the activi-
ties of commuting to their
places of work and their nor-
mal occupations that they find
little time for making regular
visits to the city’'s normal
bazars. In this context, the
wavyside bazars prove to be
handy and more convenient,
apart from the economy factor.
The important thing to observe
is that with the steady growth of
the city population, the trading
activities of these way-side
bazars have demonstrated a
spectacular rise.

The way-side city bazars are
not an unmixed blessing. Their
existence to cater to the needs of
the low-income groups of people
though felt to be inevitable, it
has posed problems of en-
croachements on roads and
pavements in many city areas
to which the civic authority
cannot remain blind. The need,
therefore, is to plan for their
suitable rehabilitation, Keeping
in view the interests of clean,
orderly
life.

From page |
bank borrowing.

ADP

Dr Bhattacharya contra-
dicted the figures given in the
proposed budget about the do-
mestic financing of the Annual
Development Programme
(ADP). He said it was shown in
the budget that the domestic fi-
nancing of ADP for the next fis-
cal u.‘il? be 50.2 per cent and
funding from foreign source
will be 49.8 per cent.

“But in fact it will be the
other way round.” He said the
funds from foreign source

would be 50.2 per cent and from
domestic source 49.8 per cent.

I like the spirit to finance
major portion of the develop-
ment expenditure from domes-
tic source, but | think people in-
volved in the budget making
process have mixed up with the
figures.” _

He also said domestic fi-
nancing of the ADP also in-
cludes bank loan, which will
account for 20 per cent. He
raised question as to why the
government is not trying to
utilise the foreign aid worth
USS 6 billion walting in the
pipeline. He apprehended that

foreign loan part in the ADP
would be increased instead of
aid.

In the revised budget (1999-
2000), the portion of foreign aid
in the total available resource
was 10 per cent and foreign loan
14.5 per cent. But in the coming
financial year foreign loan will
account for 16.2 per cent and
aid 8.3 per cent.

On the pattern of ADP ex-
penditure, Dr Bhattacharya
sounded concerned. He said 1.07
per cent of ADP has been kept
for non-ADP projects and this
is almost double than the usual
allocation in the last four
years. He said the highest 2.56
per cent was kept for this reason
in 1995-96, the last year of
office of BNP government

Dr Bhattacharya congratu-
lated the government [ur in-
creasing the allocation in the
social sector despite a tight fis-
cal situation. This year (1999-
2000) allocation for the social
sector was 22.7 per cent and for
the next fiscal the allocation
rose to 24.65 per cent. The
growth is more than 15 per cent.

“This is a great effort, which
won't have been possible with-
out a strun% political commit-
ment.” He also said the alloca-
tion in education sector has in-
creased by 13.7 per cent, which
is good

Revenue

However, Dr Bhattacharya
expressed concern over the de-
clining trend of Tax-GDP ratio
for the last three years. In 1997-
98, the tax-GDP ratio was 7.5
per cent, in 1998-99 7.2 per cent
and this year (1999-2000) it is
going to be 7.1 per cent.

In the proposed hu(l;f:t. the
tax-GDP ratio will be 7.2 per
cent, which is very nominal.

But he said there is a positive
structural change in the revenue
sector this year, which means
the share of direct tax las
increased, Earlier, the share of
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direct tax was 10 to 11 per cent,
but this year it has increased to
14 per cent.

In the next fiscal, the share
of direct taxes will increase to
15.7 per cent and, at the same
time, dependence on import
duty will decline from usual 25
per cent to 20 per cent, if rev-
enue target could be realised, he

said, terming it a very positive
development in tax-revenue
sector.

Shedding light on the rev-
enue expenditure in the revised
budget through a sectoral anal-
ysis, Bhattacharya said the
three major recipients are pub-
lic administration with 25.3
per cent of total expenditure,
health with 14.4 per cent and
power and energy 14.3 per cent.
But agriculture, fisheries and
livestock got only three per cent
and in real terms it would be
even less.

He also said 31 per cent of
the total revenue expenditure
will be spent for salary and
bonuses, 19.3 per cent for inter-
est payment while 5 per cent
was earmarked as lump sum
expenditure in the revised bud-
get. In the proposed budget, the
share of salary and bonus is
29.63 per cent and for interest
payment it is 19.1 per cent.

But the most interesting
thing in the proposed budget is

that the govermment earmarked
9.2 per cent as lump sum allo-
cation.

‘People may say the gov-
ernment did it with the upcom-
ing election in the back of its
mind. But | can’'t get a logical
answer and [ don't understand
it. The only rational analysis
can be that the government may
have to give dearness allowance
to the low income government
servants at the year-end and
that's why it kept this amount
of money in the form of lump
sum allocation,” he said.

Sixty per cent of total expen-
diture will go for these three
heads (salary for government
servants, interest payment and
lump sum allocation) and it is
absolutely not possible to meet
the other revenue expenditures
with the rest 40 per cent, Bhat-
tacharya said. Explaining the
situation, he said that there
would be doctors and probably
medical equipment in the hos-
pital, but not adequate
medicine for the people.

He also said the total goy
ernment expenditure
(development and revenue) in
this fiscal is more than 14.5 per
cent of GDP and this has hap-
pened In a year when there is
huge deficit in revenue earn-
ings.

He also sald in the proposed
budget the government to some
extent tried to squeeze expendi-
ture. But it {s trying to cut down
on development expenditure;
not revenue expenditure.

A Creeping
de-industrialisation
process

Bhattacharya said the trend
shows a creeping de-industrial-
isation process. He said the

share of manufacturing sector
Iin the GDP has declined to 15.4
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per cent in 1999-2000 from 15.9
per cent in 1997-98.

However, he said, the mea-
sures in the proposed budget for
the industrial sector are in the
right direction. But he was
against the proposal for
u%utenmg the black money.
This is totally immoral and
goes against the very policy of
government, he said. "l don't
think it will work.”

“When the marginal tax is 25
per cent, why the tax-dodgers
and smugglers will be given the
chance to whiten their money
by paying only 10 per cent in
tax,” he wondered.

He also said the proposal to
waive tax on the institutions
gh-*mf microcredit is not under-
standable. He asked whether it
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German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder (R) shakes hands
with French President Jacques Chirac yesterday at the
Liebfrauen square before the start of the 75th Franco-

German summit.,

it’irmlmvlll mﬂ
Conservatively pro-active

has been done Keeping in mind |

the framework being formu-
lated by Bangladesh Bank to
bring the microcredit organisa-
tions that are involved in busi-
ness activities under tax-net.

PM opens Baleswar
Bridge today

|

|
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From Staff Correspondent |

BARISAL, June 9: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina is ex-
pected to visit Pirojpur and
Jhalakathi districts tomorrow

She will open the newly built
Baleswar Bridge over the river
Baleswar at 10 am in Pirojpur
and will unveil the foundation
plaque of the Gabkhan Bridge
over Gabkhan Channel at 11
am in Jhalakathi

Later, she will address public
meetings organised by the local
Awami League at Pirojpur Gov-
ernment High School ground at
12.30 pm and at the Jhalakathi
stadinm at 3 pm.

Construction works of the
Baleswar Bridge began in 1997
and was completed before the
schedule with an expenditure of
Tk .11 crore. The bridge His
335.30 metre long and 10 metre
wide.

The 918 metre long, 10 metre
wide and 18.29 metre high
Gabkhan Bridge over the

' Gabkhan Channel is to be con-

structed with an estimated ex-
penditure of over Tk 80.92
Crore.

|

Baitul Mokarram mosque yesterday. At least 25 people were injured.

—AFP photo

MAINZ, June 9: Chancellor
Gerhard Schroeder and French
President Jacques Chirac
opened the 75th Franco-Ger-
man summit on Friday deter-
mined to portray Europe's key
alllance as strong — amid signs
gpmay be weakening, reports

In a demonstration of mu-
tual commitment in this Rhine
River city, the leaders agreed to
jointly develop new satellite
and radar systems that would
address deficiencies in the Eu-
ropeans’ surveillance capablli-
ties revealed during NATO's war
on Kosovo last year.

Germany also will Holn
France and Britain In purchas-
ing Airbus A400M military
transport alrcraft, abandoning
interest In a cmnEeting airplane
being developed by Russia, the
Antonov An-7X, according to
the declaration on forging a
stronger European defence
identity

In a nod to Germany's wish

Franco-German summit on

to bolster faltering economies
in ex-Soviet states, the declara-
tion says Germany and France
will look for ways to include
Russian and Ukrainian com-
panies In building the Airbus.

The A400m, which still has
no protot , would have twice
the capacity and fly 30 per cent
faster than the C-130s it would
replace.

The planned procurement
should address French concerns
that Germany's military Is not
as compatible with the French
as they would like, especially as
they move toward more
integration. =

European. Unlon leaders
agreed at thelr December sum-
mit in Helsinki, Finland, to
move ahead with developing a
European military force that
could respond to crises without
the ald of the United States.

French Defence Minister
Alain Richard underlined the
concerns in an interview with
the influential Frankfurter
Allgemeine Zeitung on Thurs-

day, saying that France's de-
fence and security pollcits
closer to Britain's than Ger-
many's.,

That's just one of the areas
in which the Franco-German
relationship, bound by the close
[riendship between thc later
former French President Fran-
cols Mitterrand and ex-Chan-
cellor Helmut Kohl, has shown
signs of fraying in recent years,

Germany was upset when
France echoed US concerns
about [ts first candidate to suc-
ceed Michael Camndesseus at the
International Monetary Fund.
And French Interior Minister
Jean-Pierre Chevenement, who
is at the sumunit, caused a furor
when he said recently that
Germany had not been cured of
its Nazl past - an attack on
German Forelgn Minister
Joschka Fischer's proposal for
a federal-style system to run the
European Union as It expands
from 15 nations to include a
dozen newcomers. He has since
apologised.

Two take PMO
officials held

The Special Branch of Police
arrested last night two alleged
cheats who posed as officials of
the Prime Minister's Office
from the clty's Jhigatola and
Motijheel areas, reports BSS.

A team of city SB nabbed
Obaidul Haque from the office
of Fauji Chatkal when he along
with gang members were trying
to cheat the managing director
of the jute mill.

On the basis of information

Sharif's lawyers
boycott trial

ATTOCK, Pakistan,
Defence lawyers today boy-
cotted the proceedings of an
anti-corruption court when ft
resumed hearing ol a case
against deposed Pakistani
prime minister Nawaz Sharil,
reports AFP.

The court recorded the
statements of two prosecution
witnesses, both retired army
colonels, who said they were
involved In the private pur-
chase of a Russian MI-8 heli-
copter by Sharif in 1993.

Sharif, who was present in
the court which met in the 16th
century Attock Fort 80 kilome-
ters (50 miles) northwest of Is-
lamabad, refused to cross-ex-
amine the witnesses, saying his
lawyers had boycotted the trial.

He told judge Farrukh Latif
that authorities "brought me
forcibly” to the court.

The former prime minister,
who was charged with conceal-
ment of his assets and tax eva-
sion last week, is being held in a
cell at the fort.

His lawyers have boycotted
the trial claiming the atmo-
sphere in the high security fort

June 9:

was "not conducive" for the
trial.
Sharif, who has called the

charges "bogus," told the court
today the military government

which ousted him in a coup in
October last year had already
decided his ﬁuilt

But uclge Farrukh replied
that he would decide the case
"on merit."

"I will
judgement,”

The case was filed by
army-led National Account-
ability Bureau, which said
Sharif failed to show the heli-
copter purchase in his tax re-
turns.

Sharif's close aide, Saifur
Rahman, has also been ar-
raigned for allegedly helping to
arrange the purchase of the he-
licopter, officials said.

Sharif, 52, was sentenced to
a life term by a Karachi anti-
terrorism court on April 6 on
charges of hijacking and terror-
ISIT.

He was found guilty of at-
tempting to prevent a flight car-
rying then-army chief General
lu rvez Musharraf and 198 pas-
sengers from landing at

myself write the
he said.

the

Karachi.

Musharraf landed safely and
arrested Sharif within hours.

After recording the state-
ments of the witnesses Niaz
Hussain Siddiqui and Chief pi-
lot Mohammad Zareef, the
judge adjourned the proceedings
until Saturday.

25 1njured as
followers of
peers clash
in City
By Staff Correspondent

At least 25 people were in-
jured in a clash between follow-
ers of Peer of Charmonai,
leader of Islamic Constitution
Movement, and Peer of Dewan-
bagh at the south gate of Baitul
Mokarram in the city yester-
day.

Of the injured, 10 were ad-
mitted to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital.

The clash erupted when fol-
lowers of Dewanbagh, backed
by activists of Islami Chhatra
Shibir, chased supporters ol
Charmonai out of Baitul
Mokarram south gate after
Juma prayers.

Followers of Charmonai un-
der the supervision of Nurul
Huda Farayzi had gathered at
Baitul Mokarram south gate
after the prayers to protest al-
leged hmnb attack on the vehi-
cle of their Peer in Bogra two
months ago.

The followers blamed
activists of Shibir,
front of Jamaat-e-
the attack.

Panic spread in the nearby
area. Police clubbed the rival
groups to restore normalcy,
witnesses said.

the
student
Islami, for

A press release {ssued by the
Islamic Constitution Move-
ment confirined the clash and
said.the organisation later held
its rally at the north gate of
Baitul Mokarram. The organi-
sation will also hold a press
conference at its party office at
Purana Paltan today to protest
the incident, the release said.
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divulged by Obaidul, police later
arrested Abu Taher Mohammad
Mostafa Mintu, the ring leader,
who impersonated as a senior
director (Admin) of the PM's Of-
fice, from his residence at Jhi-
gatola.

Police said Mintu demanded
Tk 1 lakh from the MD of the
mill using false pads of the
Prime Minister's Office and
personal pad of the home min-
ister.

Preliminary investigation
revealed that the gang used to
cheat people using the same
tactic,

They were taken into four-
day police remand for interro-
gation.

A case has been lodged with
Motijheel police.

Swipe at Saifur

From page 1
commented on those from an
accountant’s point of view."

‘ Kibria, however, said, "I am
ready to consider any serious
and constructive suggestion.
Even | am ready to change any
of my proposals in the light of
constructive criticism.”

But the comments made by
Saifur Rahman are not well in-
tended, he said. "Did they ma-
nipulate the statistics of BBS
when they were in power ?7
Kibria asked . But he admitted
that there is scope to improve
the method of collecting statis-
tics.

Pointing at the Finance Sec-
retary, Chairman of the Na-
tional Board of Revenue, the
Bangladesh Bank Governor,
ERD and Planning secretaries
who were present at the press
conference, Kibria said there is
no point in questioning the
merit of the budget as the same
set of offictals, who worked dur-
ing the BNP rule, formulated
the current budget.

State Minister for Planning
Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir
challenged Saifur Rahman fo

prove that any of the informa-
tion given by the BBS Is not cor-
rect. "But we want to modernise
BBS.”

Agriculture Minister Matia
Chowdhury saild Saifur Rah-
man should have based on BBS
fipures his claim that agricul-
tural production increased dur-
ing BNP rule.

She hoped that the former
finance minister would refrain
from making such comments in
future.

Industries Minister Tofail
Ahmed said, “It is unfortunate
that Saifur Rahman is
presently makln% more is-
takes as regards facts and fig-
ures.”

Saifur Rahman used to quote
BBS figures when he was fi-
nance minister during BNP rule
but he is now accusing BBS, To-
fail recalled.

“It is our tradition that there
are always two groups, one for
opposing the budget and the
other for supporting it. One
group criticises the budget pro-
posals no matter how good or
bad those are while the other
hails those,” he said.
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