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Cash-strapped, Precarious
but Not Directionless

UDGETTING is an economic exercise with a

political philosophy of the government of the
day, so that it has acquired the label of 'a political
document' garbed in the costume of economic
figures and statistics. And if this happens to be in
an election year a kid-glove approach is bound to
be taken to make sure that the voters are not
displeased in any way. 'Hard options' are avoided.
But what is more to the point is that a government
can only venture to ask more from the people when
(t has managed the economy to the satisfaction of

the citizenry at large.
After the generalisations, we now go to the heart
of the budget which Finance Minister SAMS Kib-

ria proposed before the parliament on Thursday. It
Is a Tk 42,859 crore budget with a record deficit of
Tk 18,661 crore which is sought to be met by exter-
nal debts and grants, term loans from domestic
sources and borrowing from the banking system.,

Foreign assistance receipts have been on a de-
cline so that the projection of Tk 9,421 crore from
external sources sounds rather ambitious. As far
as the government's borrowing from the banking
system goes we have, for the first time, an indica-
tive figure of Tk three thousand crore which is
about the same that the revised budget showed as
bank lending to the government. Such continual
borrowing topped by a prior announcement’of the
lending target being set to the banks could have an
adverse impact on money supply together with a
possible credit squeeze on the private sector.

Better revenue collection which is key to a reduc-
tion in government borrowing looks like a far cry. |
A 13 per cent increase in revenue receipts has been |
envisaged for the next fiscal although only 6 per
cent of the 22 per cent increase targetted for the
outgoing year could at all be achieved. That f
amounted to nothing when computed in terms of
the rate of inflation. If the budget speech of the fi-
nance minister had provided a 'satisfactory expla-
nation’ for such a debacle in revenue collection
then we would have had some formula to avert a
recurrence of the poor revenue collection. We are
now having to rely on the revenue budget to finance
the development budget, something which raises
the importance of revenue collection that much

MOore.
Without making adequate arrangements (o gar-
‘ner money for the development budget the govern-
ment proposes to take up a plethora of new pro-
jects. Let the government not borrow more money
from the banking sector for this overshooting the
figure already indicated. One only hopes project
'implementation process is rationally spread over
the fiscal year without creating undue pressure in
the last quarter of it. Just as half-done projects are
a liability so also projects taken up on political
considerations.
The highest 'allocation has gone to the education
sector ‘followed by defence which has registered a
seven per cent increase over last year's level.
While one cannot be too sure about the human re-
source development content of the educational al-
location any rise in defence expenditure, even al-
lowing for the rate of inflation, needs to be closely |
monitored in view of the controversial defence |
purchases recently made. The relative importance |
of the social sector cannot be glossed over. Actu- |
ally, given the law and order situation, we would |
have liked to see the allocation to the police force, |
Ansars and VDP raised further. |
Although the budget skates on thin ice in terms |
of balancing income and expenditure it has |
nonetheless shown a sense of direction. The pro- |
| posal for an equity development fund for the pro- |
motion of investment in software, food processing |
and agro-processing industries is highly wel-
comed. The reduction of import duties on raw ma-
terials and intermediate goods sounds rightfully
protective of local industries. The proposals for Tk |
1,800 crore interest earning bonds, reduction in
lending rates, subsidy provision for fertiliser and |
some selected export items, booster to housing pro-
jects and above all, expansion of the social safety |
net represent steps in the right direction. |
In the crucial area of mopping up black money, |
the concessional tax being allowed again to those |
willing to whiten it needs to be seen in the light of |
a previous initiative falling through in that area. |
This should be the last opportunity for them to |
come out in the open. On the expiry of a pre-set
deadline the law ought to catch up with them.

Sitting on the Fence of
World Cricket

URPRISINGLY enough the miracle did happen.

Proving all forecasts by experts all over the

.world wrong, in a rare case, cricket beat the
rain in Bangladesh during the seventh Pepsi Asia
Cup. Adjustments, here and there, were needed to
be made, though not actually within the playing
conditions, to save the tournament from the
biggest threat, the threat from the weather and
luckily everything went according to the new |
schedule. And the boisterous but patient cricket
fans enduring the excessive heat and humidity |
were rewarded with a grand finale that will be
remembered for a long time to come. |

Both Pakistan and Sri Lanka deserve all praise
and credit for an extraordinary match they pre-
sented to the cricket lovers on Wednesday. But
what about the hosts? In a foursome contest
Bangladesh were the weakest of the lot. The results
show this in unmistakable terms. Bangladesh in
this tournament for South Asian countries has
turned out to be the cricketing babe of the region —
once again. We have had everything at our disposal
to organise such important tournaments except a
team of our own worthy of competing against In-
dia, Pakistan and Sri Lanka, three former World
Cup Champions. We have the venue, the crowd, the
organisation, the technology, the accommodation,
transportation, ticketing outfits — everything re-
quired to host world class cricket but ourselves
mewing on the sidelines. We are gunning for and
mobilising support of other cricket playing na-
tions to support our application for full member-
ship of the ICC, a move that increases our respon-
sibility to perform and deliver at the highest level
of the game. We are a nation watching and appreci-
ating others play great cricket, sitting on the fence.
| It Is time we threw our hat into the ring.

S —

 Agri

HE linkage effects of agri-
- cultural growth are well
documented (n economic
Jiterature. Changes In the struc.
ture of the economlic progress,
that are likely to closely follow,
are believed to hinge, inter alia
on the various farm and non-
farm linkages that such growth
tends to generate, In the realn
of linkages, however, both de-
mand and supé)ly sides operate
— the former being income in-
duced expenditure on food and
non-farm goods and scrvices
(forward) and the latter [rom
the use of larger Inputs
(backward). Empirical evi-
dences for a number of coun-
tries clearly speak for immense
economic benefits arising out of
linkages but not much Is heard
about the same in Bangladesh.

Dr Mahbub Hossaln, an em-
inent economist of Bangladesh
(who now works as division
Chief, IRRI, Manila), in a recent
presentation made an attempt
to highlight the linkage im-
pacts that the growth of agricul-
ture in Bangladesh so (’flr in-
jected into the economy. At the
very outset, however, one needs
to know that substantial doses
ol agricultural productivity and
income have to be f{iltered
through before linkage effects
are expected to have significant
impact on the structure of the
rural economy. On this score
alone, the long-term growth of
Bangladesh agriculture, value
added at only two per cent per
year (below the population
growth rate), should render the
issue of structural changes from
farm and non-farm linkages
redundant and unimportant. Dr
Mahbub Hossain however stops
to contest this notion of down-
sizing the importance of agri-
cultural linkage notwithstand-
ing the slimmer growth rates in
evidence,

The reasons that he cited are
as-follow : (a) rapid rural urban
migration and the recent ad-
vance in population controls
seemingly posts rural popula-
tion growth rate below that of
the national rate and the slow
growth of population so ob-
served has a substantial posi-
tive eftect on rural per capita
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r had been considered major determinants of rural income.

The advent of modern technology seems to have propped up a new horizon where investment on
water resources, investment in rural non-farm activities and investment on education emerged
as critical factors for higher incomes. The changing patterns of demand forestall the
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obviousness of changing policy prescriptions

Income: (b) within rural areas,
labour lorce moves from agri-
culture to rural nou-farm activ-
ities. To substantiate this hy-
pothesis, Hossain, drawing on a
BIDS study, pointed out that
while the rural labour force
grew at 2.1 per cent per year dur-
ing the 1988-95 period, the
number of agricultural workers
dwindled by 0.4 per cent per
yvear and the rural non-farm
sector witnessed a surge in em-
ployment at 5.8 per cent per
vear. Thus substantial gain in
labour productivity in agricul-
tural sector could be in evidence
even with a modest growth (two
per cent) In agricultural value
added, Hossain, further draw-
ing on the same study, observed
that average rural household
income Increased by 2.9 per
cent per year during the 1989-94
period when the agricultural
income increased by only 1.4
per cent per year. The stimulus
to agricultural growth came
from a 5.1 per cent per year in-
crease in income from rural
non-farm activities, mainly
from trading and services. The
growth in per capita rural in-
come was estlimated at 3.8 per
cent per year because there was
a 0.9 per cent per year decline in
the average size of the rural
household.

Forward Linkages: Theory
postulates that as income goes
up, incremental expenses on
food items go down, other
things, remaining same. In
other words, according to the
standard economic theory, the
Income elasticity of demand for

non-food items Is higher while

that of the food items is lower.
The household expenditure

pattern tends to tilt, as Income
rises, towards relatively more
consumption of vegetables,
fruits, fish, meat etc than cere-
als and grains. Quite obviously,
thie importance of rice should be
one the wane iu terins of hmpor-

—— — -

tance in the consumption bas-
ket and also in the economy due
to economlie prosperity. It Is es-
timated that the Income elastic-
ity of rice In Bangladesh Is only
0.18 implying that with a 10 per
cent Increase In income, the
demand for rice will Increase by
only 1.8 per cent, The (nterest-
Ing question Is: Is Bangladesh
an exception to the theoretjc
juxtnyusitmn mentioned
above’

Dr Hossaln noted that, as per
the 1988/89 rural Household

progress is the linchpin that
}xrumotea marketable surplus
or agricultural goods and alon
with this surplus, the deman

for trade, trans&nrt and pro-
cessing services Increase gener-
ating additional employment
and Incomes n rural non-farm
activities,

Backward Linkages:
tural growth In
mainly sprang from the techno-
logical progress that had
shifted the production possibil-
ity frontiers. Although mostly

Agricul-
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Expenditure Survey (HES), "the
market for non-farm goods and
services are fairly large and
agricultural growth will expand
the market substantially.” It
has been observed that rural
households spend only 18 per
cent of theilr incremental in-
comes on cereals, 14 per cent on
other crops, one-tenth on fish
and livestock products and
about one-third on goods and
services produced (n the non-
farm sectors. If, for example,
rural fncomes increase by 10
per cent, what would be the for-
ward linkage effects? Well, the
market for rural construction
and services would expand by
15 per cent, livestock products
by about 15 per cent, fish by

- one-tenth and cereals by about

only 5 per cent., Technological

by Abdul Bayes °

In rice, such technological
Jrogress gave a tremendous
00st to the use of modern agri-
cultural Inputs such as chemi-
cal fertilizers and Irrigation
water, there has also been no-
ticeable increase in the growth
a demand for mechanical
power. Massive consumption of
chemical fertilizer promoted an
expansion of the fertilizer in-
dustry with attendant positive
impact on employment genera-
tion and infrastructural uplift,
Had the industrial sector seized
the opportunity of supplying
pumps and motors for minor
irrigation that are now being
mostly imported, the magni-
tude of bacﬁward linkages could
be much higher than what has
been witnessed so far. Besides
these, the linkages to non-farm

angladesh

sector Is also generated throu

the relnvestment of agricul-
tural surpluses. Non-agricul-
tural Investment was found to
be highly responsive to growth
in agricultural incomes. "The
rate of Investment in agricul-
ture was found almost invari-
ant with the size of landhold-
ing. but non-agricultural in-
vestient was positively associ-
ated with the size of land own-
ership.” lnterestin%ly. the
landless and marginal farmers
who tend to eke out their living
mostly from rural non-farm
sectors, had an investment rate
of 6.5 per cent of their Incomes,
44 per cent of which was allo-
cated for non farm activities,
Needless to mention, perhaps,
that provisions for credit to
these groups could allow more
participation In these activi-

ties?.
Who benefits from Linkages?
er se

Agricultural growth
might result in unequal distri-
bution of the fruits of growth
since possession of land stands
as the arbiter of the gains from
production. But if agricultural
growth generates linkages,
there Is sufficlent ground to be-
lieve that such linkages do tend
lo minimise the differences.
Two reasons could be adduced to
this rosy phenomenon. First,
income and employment beefed
up by these linkages take place
mostly in rural areas and sec-
ond, the income Iinduced goods
and services are also produced
by small labour intensive en-
terprises. Dr Hossain cited the
data collected by the Analysis
of Poverty Trends Project to
support the above hypotheses.
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According to the project find-
ings. “the concentration of in-
come in the scale of landowner.
ship in much less for incomes

generate In processing, trade
and services than for crop in-
comes. The concentration of
ratio of land owned was estj.
mated from a 1995 survey at
0.70 while the ratio was 0.59 for
the Incomes from crop cultiva-
tion, 0.32 for income from trade
and 0.30 for income from ser-
vices. Because of the greater ac-
cess of the non-poor households
o wage Income and Income,
from business and services, the
overall inequality in the distri-
bution of income in the scale of
land ownership was only 0.27
but when measured in the scale
of per capita income the con-
centration Is about 0.40."

Policy Implications: Tradi-
tlonalli;. land and manual
labour had been considered ma-
jor determinants of rural in-
come. The advent of modern
technology seems to have
propped up a new horizon where
investment on water resources,
investment in rural non-farm
activities and Investment on
education emerged as critical
factors for higher Incomes. The
changinF patterns of demand
forestall the obviousness of
changing policy prescriptions
attentive and sympathetic more
towards the promotion of non-
cereal crops and fish and live-
stock products. According to Dr
Hossain. the government
should place heavy emphasis
on agricultural research for de-
velopment of (a) appropriate
technologies for rained ecosys-
tem; (b) HIV for non-rice crops;
(c) farming system to fit non-
rice crops in rice based system
that takes Into account the sea-
sonal distribution of rainfall
and other agroclimatic factors
and (d) appropriate institutions
and social organisations to
promote rich-fish farming sys-
tem.

Elitism in British
University Attacked

by Harun ur Rashid

Labour party leaders took the view that the
elitism in the Universities should be discarded
and students should be enrolled on the basis
of merit only and not on the status or pedigree
they enjoy in the society. It is about time they
argued that the old British attitude of the
privilege of birth rather than potential
of a student should end.

heated debate. has been
A(raglng in Britain wherr the

admission of Ms, Laura
Spence, a bright student from a
state comprehensive school,
was rejected by Magdalen Col-
lege in Oxford. The 18-year old
student with 10-A to her credit
at the Advanced level of GSCE,
was, however, accepted by Har-
vard University in USA with a
scholarship. The acceptance of
Laura by Harvard University
has exposed the perceived un-
fairness of the internal proce-
dure of the admission of Oxford
University.

There i{s a belief that Oxford
and Cambridge Universities ac-
cept students with good pedigree
from ‘public schools' (private
schools) and Laura was not ac-
cepted simnply because she caine
from a state-school and was not
born in a family of privileges.
Labour’'s Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer (Minister of Finance)
Gordon Brown denounced the
Oxiord decision last week and
said that Laura was a 'victim’ of
an interview system that was
more reminiscent of ‘the old
boy network and the old schoal
tie’ than genuine justice in
British society

Labour party leaders took
the view that the elitism in the
Universities should be dis-
carded and students should be
enrolled on the basis of merit
only and not on the status or
pedigree they enjoy in the soci-
ety. It Is about time they argued
that the old British attitude of
the privilege of birth rather
than potential of a student
should end. Mr. Brown hinted
that he might consider reduc-
tion ol grants to the Universi-
ties that perpetuate the elitism

The British Health Secretary
(Minister) Alan Milburn as part
of the campalgn is expected to
unveil a pilot scheme to help
the students win places at medi-
cal colleges If they show aca-
demic potential untapped atl
school. Plans are being intro-
duced to pick promising stu-

k

dents from state-schoqls®dnd’

encourage them to apply to top
universities in Britain.

Oxford’'s Vice-Chancellor
Colin Lucas called Mr. Brown's
remarks deeply disappointing.
He said that "Oxford University
is constantly seeking out the
most able students to come and
study with us—whatever school
they have been to, whatever
their background, whatever
their accent.” However it was
adimitted that the share of state
school students it accepts had
been substantially below the
proportion of students from
private schools.

There is a view that Mr.
Brown's outburst to demolish
elitism in the Universities is
designed to shore up the popu-
larity of the Labour Party
which has been declining in the
community. The Conservative
opposition leader William
Hague has put forward populist
policies on tax, pensions, crime
prevention and ifmmigration to
win the next election. A view
prevails that the ruling Labour
Party has to find an issue which
catches the imagination of the
community and the attack on
university elitism is perceived
to go well with the public.

In the advanced economies
the ordinary people have grown
more affluent and the class war
is less prevalent. Fairness and
justice are replacing the old
privileges of birth. Justice, ac-
cording to Plato and Socrates,
is a virtue, which gives his/her
due. It follows that any institu-
tion trying to meet the demands
of the community must accept
the expectations of the commu-
nity for higher ethical stan-
dards. In the new century, the
demands of the public placed on
its institutions have changed
and the institutions must
change as well if they are not to
become irrelevant,

The author., a Barrister, Is
Jormer Bangladesh Ambas-
saclor 1o the UN, Geneva.
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OPINION - :

"Duel with a Deadly Disease"

Dr Ram Dulal Bhowmick

I appreciate Saraban Tahura
and others for raising the issue
of inadequacies and inefficien-
cies of the ongoing arsenic-con-
tamination mitigation pro-
gramme in respect of ensuring
arsenic-free water for drinking
and cooking ("Duel with a
deadly disease®, The Daily Star,
02 June, 2000). I have some
comments,

The authors stated, "Sam-
ples collected by local re-
searchers from different ar-
senic-prone areas indicated ar-
senic to be associated with iron
oxy-hydroxide coatings on sand
%rains of varyinF thickness.

hey concluded that absorbed
arsenic may undergo dissolu-
tion through reduction process
caused by Dr%anlc aeld produced
ic decomposition.

of érganic waste dr at low pH".,
These claims are significant
also for other reasons. During
the decomposition of organic
waste (such as, vegetation)
degradation-resistant organic
materials called humic sub-
stances are formed. These hu-
mic substances have a strong ef-
fect on the properties of water
and play an important role in
the mobility of arsenic in envi-
ronmental water. Humic acids
(insoluble humic substances)
are the most active component
of organic fractions and have a
strong retention for arsenic. On
the other hand, fulvic acids
formn soluble complexes of met-
als in water. They are probably
involved in iron solubilization
and transport. Hence, fulvic
acids can increase the leaching
and mobility of arsenic. In ad-
dition, fulvic acids can directly
react with arsenic, resulting in
a decrease in the adsorption of
the corresponding arseiic com-
plex. Role of these organic mat-
ters, at least the humic acids, in
arsenic-contamination of
drinking water is particularly
important for their alleged role
in gangrene formation in hu-
mans. Researchers in Taiwan
have demonstrated that the
main cause of the painful gan-
grene formation of the extremi-
ties, mainly toes and feet,
(blackfoot disease) is not ar-
senic but humic acids. It is
noteworthy that the blackfoot
disease was found even in an
area of Taiwan where inost
drinking water contains low
concentrations of arsenic.
Again, the Taiwanese with high
arsenic intake and blackfoot
disease were found to have sig-
nificantly higher mortality
rates for ischemic heart disease
(such as, 'myocardial infarc-
tion' — popularly known as
'heart attack’). So, these organic
substances deserve attention,
and, I think, the claims of the
Bangladeshi researchers about
dissolution of absorbed arsenic
by organic acid produced from

anaerobic decomposition ol or-
ganic waste should also be in-
vestigated thoroughly.
According to Saraban
Tahura and others, "..... if this
discharging process (of ground-
water) continues our shallow
groundwater reservoir will be
exhausted eventually and pro-
portion of arsenic may further
increase”. Some others also ex-
pressed similar view elsewhere.
As far as | understand, this ar-
gument may mean that; (a) fur-
ther decline of groundwater
level will decrease the total
amount of the groundwater re-
serve (that is, water volume will
be less) thereby increasing the
concentration of arsenic dis-
solved in it, or {h) further de-,
cline of groundwater level may
cause exposure of groundwater
to sources that have higher con-
centrations of dissolvable
(available) arsenic. or (c) both
the a and b. These meanings
also have assumption that in
these cases arsenic will be dis-
solved in groundwater in a rate
and/or amount that will ulti-
mately cause the concentration
of arsenic in groundwater
higher than the present concen-
tration. But, how do we know
that these meanings and their
assumptions are valid? What
are the evidences? |1 do not
think, there Is any substantial
one till date. On the contrary,
consider the research findin
and speculation of A
Horowitz, K A Elrick and R B
Cook. These researchers in
1990 in a river system of South
Dakota, USA found arsenic in
the oxidized sediments in two
forms, one associated with iron
oxide coatings and one found in
the arsenopyrite, This is some-
what unexpected because sulfide
minerals are not considered
particularly stable in oxidizing
environments. They speculate
that the iron oxide rinds found
on the arsenopyrites and the
other sulfide minerals found in
the oxidizing segment prevent
further oxidation of the under-
lving sulfide minerals, and thus
stabilize them. Besides this
speculation, consider the puz-
zling fact that between two
tubewells barely ten feet apart
one may discharge groundwater
with high concentration of ar-
senic, and the other one may
discharge groundwater with low
arsenic concentration (in
Bangladesh, and in West Bengal,
India there are so many in-
stances of this). So, increase in
arsenic-concentration in
groundwater may not be simply
related to the decline in
groundwater level. There may
be so many factors Involved in
raising the arsenic concentra-
tion in groundwater. After all,
we do not know the exact dy-

namics of groundwater arsenic
contaniination yet.

I support the author's view
that the available arsenic re-
moval technologies are neither
cost-effective for the rural poor
nor easily operable and main-
tainable. Besides cost-effec-
tiveness and easy operational
and maintenance qualities, the
technologies must also be cul-
ture-sensitive and free from ad-
verse side effects of their own.

The authors suggested that
surface water can be used
through: (a) disinfection by
boiling, ultraviolet radiation, i.

e. ultraviolet ray lamps, using

chemicals such as bleachin
powder, iodine, ozone. etc, an
(b) filtcation hy, Pond Sand. Fil-
‘ter and other household small
filters. I think, disinfecting sur-

face water in the above ways are
neither cost-effective for the ru-

ral poor, nor some of the tech-
nologies easily operable and
maintainable. But, surface wa-
ter filtration by Pond Sand Fil-
ter and other household filters
may be of much help if used
properly.

Tahura and others voiced
their concern about the chemi-
cal coagulation-flocculation-
coprecipitation method of ar-
senic removal from water, be-
cause of the harmful residual
elements in dissolved state.
Their concern has reasons. But,
I do not understand why they
themselves supported the sur-
face water treatment by using
chemical coagulation-floccula-
tion-sedimentation-filtration
method (will not this technol-
ogy also result in harmful
residual elements in dissolved
state? Are the coagulants dif-
ferent from alum and potas-
sium permanganate?). Fur-
thermore, chemical coagula-
tion-flocculation-sedimenta-
tion-filtration process of sur-
face water will require a cen-
tralized treatment facility, and
the water thus treated will re-
quired, as the authors also
stated, pipe system for house-
hold supply. This type of treat-
ment facility and pipe system
for rural water supply do not
seein realistic In a large scale in
Bangladesh in terms of tech-
nology and economy.

My opinion on installation
of deep tube-wells is a bit differ-
ent from that of Saraban
Tahura and others. Installation
of deep tube-wells may immedi-
ately ensure supply of arsenic-
free drinking water (we do not
know if this water will be free
from other chemicals of ad-

verse health effects — there is

no comprehensive testing ef-
fort) in a limited scale (for ex-
ample, for a single family or a
few families). But, installation
ol deep tube-wells in a large

" its huge business

Jellow at

scale may not solve the prob-
lems in the long run, that may
even backfire one day. We are
not sure that even these deep
tubewells will not eventually
start discharging arsenic-con-
taminated water; in fact, in a

few cases already decp tubewells
water was found arsenic-con-
taminated. Possibility of con-
tamination of deep tubewell wa-
ter with other harmful chemi-
cals should also be considered.
So, we must be cautious.
To be practical, no single
technology or measure seems
sufficient for ensuring arsenic-
free (and, as well, harmful mi-
croorganism free) water, at
least at present. A combination
of efficient technolo-
‘giés/measurés may need to be
‘employed depending upon the

context and requirement (social
context, economic capability of

beneficiaries, season, regional
characteristics, immedi-
ate/mid-term/long-term re-
quirements, ete). In this situa-
tion, arsenic removal technolo-
gles got more thrust in arsenic-
contamination mitigation
gramme understandably due to
potential.
Many Bangladeshi and forei
(USA, Germany, India, Taiwan)
companies and individuals are
lobbying for marketing of their
household filters and larger ar-
senic removal plants. Still,
some of the “effective alterna-
tives to arsenic removal tech-
nologies and installation of
deep tubewells" that are de-
scribed by the authors are al-
ready in experimentation in the
field (for example, use of rain
water, sanitary protected dug-
well, and Pond Sand Filter).
Why implementation of these
alternatives (and other mea-
sures) is frustratingly so slow
and limited is another story.
This is the typical story of our
careless, apathetic and irre-
sponsible attitude. And. the
story of the national and inter-
national bureaucracies and
vested interest groups.

What we need to face such a
dangerous, complex and gigan-
tic problem of arsenic contam-
ination is a comprehensive dis-
aster management strategy in-
corporating short—, medium—,
and long-term objectives. And,
we need timely, concerted and
coordinated efforts. Do we have
all these at present? The an-
swers are both no and yes. Re-
grettably, no, we do not have
these in practice. Then, do not
we have these at all? Yes, most
probably we have these in our
project documents.

The writer is a PhD research
the Institute of
Bangladesh Studies (IBS), Uni-
versity of Rajshahi. His re-
search is on the socio-economy
of arsenic loxicity.
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Voter fatigue

Sir, Over 50 million experi-
enced voters of Bangladesh
have by now formed a pretty
good idea how politics, non-pol-
itics, administration, civil ser-
vice, and leadership run in this
country of traditional Bengall
culture (under retreat). In the
final analysis, we voters are re-
sponsible to a large extent on
what we publicly tolerate and
accept, It Is time to prune and
censor,

What are we going to do at
the next general election? In
this age of changes, we have to
change our mentality of what to
accept and what to reject. Here
Is a short checklist for consicl-
eration:

-What type ol politiclans are
we going to return to the parlia-
ment? The old ones have served
their terms of RI, nﬂmeljy. rig-
orous lmprovements, and maost

quallfy for rejection and volun-
tary relirement. Inject new
blood, extending the new learn-
ing curve; and leave out the
flery types propagating hatred
and venom. The complacency of
Pclmral leaders clinging on to
1istory needs to be turhml. No
proxy politiclans to be sup-
ported.

— Public Administrative Re-
forms should be the number ane
Issue on the election manifesto.
Dhaka must be decentralised,
and depopulated. There should
be more administrative powers
to the districts, to discourage
permanent pilgrimages to
Dhaka and to curb urban mi-
gration. Rural economic Indices
must rise, Let the experts ex-
pand

CEC must not be selected
(recommendation allowed) by
the politiclans, or the rullng
regime because the politicians
do not trust one another. This
professional erosion and attl-

tude s astounding! Then why

the voters should trust the
politicians?

— The candidates for
election to be redefined. The

present system is not working —
there are no workers, only self-
workers. The voters' potential
power has to be taken seriously.
Walit for a while? Why not. Let
the politicians mark time, and
do some soul-searching.

— The judiclary must be

separated (BJS, Bangladesh Ju-
diciary Service).
A voter
Dhaka

Time to overhaul
Sir, Free press gives us ithe
opportunity to behold the mis-
deeds of the powerful in our so-
ciety, And now a days, we are
witnessing such misdeeds
committed by the wards of our

MPs. These offspring of our
Members of the Parliament are
busy in reigning maliciously
and the stain they will give
must be shared by the nation as
a whole. When thugs are might-
ier than general people, the suf-
ferings of the nation Increases.
And as for the AL govern-
ment, I believe this is the right
time to overhaul. Otherwise the
enemies of democracy will take
the opportunity to push the
country in the darkness.

Asoke Kumar Bose
160 Jameson Avene

Toronto. Canacda

Grappling with
terrorism
Sir, The Awami League chief
(and PM) has done well to pub-

licly censure the misdoing of
the party workers, who are di-

rectly involved in making the
society insecure. The greatest
weakness of those in power is
the temptation to misuse it. It is
a universal human weakness,
and the party need not try to
defend itself on this point,

If an independent survey
were conducted now on the
background links supporting
the sophisticated goondas, it
would be found that the number
of those having regime-sup-
ported godfathers is several
times htEimr than those having
the backing of the opposition
parties, simply because the lat-
ter have less opportunities; and
the other side would notice |t
(how to account for thousands
of clandestine arrests ol politi-
cal workers belonging to the
aother camp?)

Perhaps it is too late (before
the general elections) for the
ruling party to take corrective
action, as most of the schemes

have to be concluded
‘successfully’ by the plavers in-
dulging in the vicious game. So
far the AL has not made any
sensational disclosure of their
unholy finds, which would re-
assure the public that there is
room or platform for the re-
dress of the grievances. It is
very difficult for the govern-
ment or the ruling party to be
neutral, without spilling the
beans. Chanting name mantras
will not clear the onus.

The time has come to go for a
change. The society Is in a
‘renewal’ stage of development,
as far as governance is con-
cerned. We are learning slowly;
and the good deeds are lorgotten
quickly by those coming into
power. Change is a lesser pun-
ishanent!

A citizen
Dhaka
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