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/ Tick the Correct Answers

Post to The Duily Star
Win attractive prizes

Competition closes at 8 pm
June 9, 2000 and draw
shortly afterwards

1] Who {s the number one
women tennis plaver at the
moment?

"~ Hings “Perce | V Wilkams

2| Who won the European
Champions' League?

M United Real Madrid Lazio
3| Who won the UEFA Cup?
Valencia Galatasaray | Florentina

4| Who lifted national schools
cricket title?

StJoseph | MsinghZila | Ctg Khastagir

5| Whois thecoachof Bangladesh
football team?

Van Gaal

Harmnson Shakur
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POWERED WITH

EN-VITS

Pat Symcox

([Ex-South African spinner)

‘We artended a meeting in
Cronfe's room in which he put it
to us that he had received an of-

Jer for the team lo lose a match
for 250,000 dollars.”

::i former

;_
:

5

While testifying before the
King Commission.

FRENCH OPEN

NOTES

PARIS, June 8 (AFP):

They'll
be gettin}g shirty at Roland Gar-
ros on Friday when workers
from nearby Lacoste textiles
factories plan to stage protests
against the closure of their
workplaces.

Some 300 employees are
protesting at plans by the com-
pany to shut down two factories
east of Paris.

Lacoste is one of the spon-
sors of the French Open and one
of the leading manufacturers of

rtswear in France.

TERAN GUGA

Gustavo Kuerten, French
Open men's singles champion
in 1997, has veteran status at
Roland Garros this year -- de-
spite being just 23.

The Brazilian star is the
most experienced player left in
the men's semifinals. None of
the other three survivors has

reviously made it to the last
our.

PILGRIM'S PROGRESS

Mary Plerce's rediscovery of
Catholicism has been causing
quite a stir in France, where she
has made the semifinal of the
women's singles at the French

She's about to become a lead
story in Lourdes Magazine, the
%e-st of the renowned place of
pl rlma% in southwestern
France, The magazine phoned
organisers at Roland Garros af-
ter Plerce's quarterfinal win
over Monica Seles requesting
an interview with the star.

LOST SOUL NOAH

Things have changed since
champlon Yannick
Noah won his French Open
men's singles title at Roland
Garros in 1983.

Extensive renovations have
been carried out over the past 12
months -- and Noah found he'd

lost his way when he turned up |

for a Legends Trophy doubles
match to play alongside Guy
Forget.

ut the French favourite gol
lucky after an official manning
a door pointed him in the right
direction.
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FAREWELL: Fans t.l'}' to catch a last glimse of their idols as the coach carrying the victorious Paku:

Hotel Sheraton for the Zia International Arport yesterday.

@ PEPSI

Pakistan middle order
batsman Yousuf Youhana and
all-rounder Abdur Razzaq
emerged as the highest run-get-
ter and highest wicket-taker re-

spectively in the Pepsi Asia Cup
which concluded at the Banga-
bandhu National Stadium on

Wednesday.

;| Youhana;  thre- ‘tap order
player from Lahore, scored 295
runs in four innings with a cen-

| tury and two fifties. He ham-

mered an unbeaten 100 against
India with a six in the last ball
of the innings. Unbeaten twice
in four innings, his average in
the tournament stood at 147.50.

He was named man-of-the-
series.

Sri Lanka batsman Marvan
Atapattu followed with 245
rumns.

The talented Sri Lankan,
who scored a 100 against Pak-
istan in the final. ended up with
an average of 81.66 in four in-
nings. It includes a fifty.

angladesh’s Akram Khan
is only local batsman in the
elite top ten list.

The portly Chittagonian
amassed 107 runs in three in-
nings with a top-score of 64
against India. He averaged

Razzaq who stole the show

in the bﬂwlin%\ department
taking ten wickets in three
matches.

The deceptive medium-

pacer. who did not play in the
game against India in the first
round, bowled 19.2 overs and
conceded only 73 runs for his
eight wickets that left him with
a magnificent average of 9.13.
His compatriots Azhar

‘ Youhana, Razzaq atop

Sports Reporter

Mahmood and Arshad Khan
and Indian pacer Ajit Agarkar
finished with five wickets each
No Bangladeshi bowlers
made any impact.
Left-arm spinner

Enamul

Hoque was the most successiul
Bangladeshi bowler with two
wickets costing 78 runs.

Following are the top ten

batsmen and bowlers of the
Pepsi Asia Cup:

YOUSUF YOUHANA ABDUR RAZZAQ

BATSMEN

Player M | NO R HS 100s 50s Ave
Youhana 4 4 2 295 100* 1 2 147 .50
Atapattu 4 4 1 245 100 | 1 81.66
Jayasuriya 4 4 - 183 105 I - 45.75
[Inzamam 4 4 2 175 o - 2 87 .50
Saurav 3 3 ! 156 135° | - 78.00
Saeed 3 3 - 156 82 - 1 52.00
Sachin 3 5 - 154 a3 - | 51.33
Aravinda 4 4 | 141 96* - | 47 .00
Imran 4 4 - 127 80 - 1 L. 70
Akram Khan 3 3 - 107 61 - 1 35.66
BOWLERS

Player O M R w BB Ave
Razzaq 19.2 1 73 8 4/28 9.13
Mahmood 30 2 106 5 3/24 21.20
Agarkar 30 1 139 o 2/47 27.80
Arshad 38 5 141 5 2/59 28.20
Wasim 20 0 80 4 2/38 20.00
Weereratne 25 < a8 4 3/46 24.50
Tendulkar 24 0 109 4 2/24 27.25
Zoysa 2 1 121 4 2/44 30.25
Kumaran 28 0 186 1 3/54 16.50
Vaas 312 | 129 3 2/28 43.00

— (Compiled by Hasan Masood)

stan team leaves
Star photo
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"Mehrab s career at stake

Norman invasion contlnues

PARIS, June 8:
The rankings say
Magnus Norman
is the number one
clay court player
in the world. Now
he's just two wins away from
proving it, reports AFP.

Norman overcame a deter-
mined challenge from big Rus-
sian Marat Safin on Wednesday
to reach the semi-finals of the
men's singles at the French
Open.

Norman, seeking to become
the first Swedish winner of the
tournament in 12 years, recov-
ered from losing the opening
three games to see off his oppo-
nent 6-4, 6-3, 4-6, 7-5 on Centre
Court with a gutsy display of
clay court tennis.

The third-seeded Scandina-
vian dropped his first set of the
tournament against Safin -- but
still had enough fizz to book his
second Grand Slam semifinal
appearance after making the
last four at the Australian Open
last January.

Norman now plays Argenti-
na's Franco Squiﬁari. who ear-
ller moved a step closer to be-
coming only his country's sec-
ond men's singles champion at
Roland Garros when he handed
a quarterfinal lesson to Albert
Costa of Spaln, winning a
grinding contest between two
unseeded players 6-4, 6-4, 2-6,
B6-4.

Friday's other seml will

pit

Brazillan fifth seed Gustavo
Kuerten, the 1997 champion,
against 20-year-old Spanish

newcomers Juan Carlos Ferrero.
Aside from Kuerten, none of
those who will contest the last

b four has previously made it this

far here before.

"You have to believe in your-
self and that's what I did,” said
Norman. “I just got through it.”

Both Norman and Safin
came into their encounter on
the back of huFely impressive
form this year, having won two
titles each.

Norman, 24, was clearly hy-
per motivated as he yearns to
prove he merits his status as the
best player in the world at the
moment, given that he heads
the new-look ATP Champlons
Race,

He also wants to end a
Swedish drought which extends
back to Mats Wilander's third
success here in 1988.

Saflin, playing the first
Grand Slam quarter-final of
his young career, lost his way
after getting his nose in front at
3-0.

Hoping to become only the
second Russian - after Yevgeny
Kafelnikov won here in 1996 -
to lift a Grand Slam men's sin-
F,]es. title, Safin was then power-

ess to prevent his opponent
racing away with the set in
42min.

A simllar late three-game
roll comprising two breaks gave
Norman the second set and
Safin looked a broken man as
he made a string of errors --
twice as many as the efficient
Norman, who at one stage won
24 out of 25 points on serve,

Safin rallied to take the
third set with a welter of aces,
but he couldn't keep it up.

The Swede flunally imposed
htmsell with a break in the
12th game of the fourth set to
take the contest on his third
match point after 3hr Zmin,

P

was very disappointed
w ith my game. It was one of my
worst matches,” said a discon-
solate Safin.

“He played unbelievably, He
layed much better than me and
1e deserves to be in the semi-fi-

nal.”

Squillari earlier took 3hr
4min for his dismissal of Costa
and he waved both arms
wearily aloft in trivinph.

"I'm delighted to be in the
semifinals. It's a unigue mo-
ment for me."” he said

"l can't believe the match 1
played -- the tennis was of a
very high level. I managed to.
give him the run around a bit,

"He had vears of experience
here and is a very good player
and it was a struggle. 1 was a bit
tired at the end -- but it's a great
day for me.”

Squillari, 23, did not make
it past the second round in the
first nine Grand Slams of his
career before turning his record
around this yvear.

The left-hander reached the
third round at the Australlan
Open In January belore exceed-
ln% all expectations on the slow
red clay here.

He now hopes to emulate his
bovhood idol Guillerino Vilas,
who lifted the trophy here in
1977,

Squillarl has modelled his
game on Vilas., who won 62 ti-
tles in a sparkling career -- end-
lessly watching videos of the
man who Inspires his game.

Costa, who turns 25 In three
weeks, had previously met
Squillarl on three occaslons,
all on clay, with the Spanlard,

ranked number one In his
homeland last year, winning
all three.

Sher-e-Bangla Cup

Noakhali enter
last four

Hosts Noakhali emerged
group champions to reach the
semilinals of the 21st Sher-e-
Bangla Cup National Football
Championship beating Khulna
by a lone goal yesterday, re-
ports UNB

Arman netted the match-
winner for the home side in the
89th minute at the
Bhulu Stadium.

Noakhali clinched the Group
B title with all-win record after
beating neighbours Comilla 3-0

on Tuesday.

Former mnational winger
Rakijb, Hossain. was adjudged-
the-best pldver of the match.
Earlier, Bangladesh 'Army
came .from behind to draw 2-2
with Rajshahi at the same
venue,
Chittagong will take on
Pabna at 2 pm while holders
Dhaka University will play Bhola

| al 4 pm today.

Conchita cruises
into final

PARIS, June 8: Conchita
Martinez ripped up the form-
book to crush fellow Spaniard
Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario 6-1,
6-2 today and advance to the
women's singles final at the
French Open, reports AFP.

Martinez reached only the
third Grand Slam final of her
career — and her first in 13 ap-
pearances at Roland Garros.

Filth-seeded Martinez will
now play either top-seeded Mar-
tina Hingis of Switzerland or
Sixth-seeded Mary Pierce of
France in Saturday's final.

Gays form
cricket club

LONDON, June 8 (AFP):
Graces, Britain's first
cricket team made up of gay-

The

only players, has its sights set |

on joining a local league.
The London outfit,

glish cricketers, WG Grace
reckons its time to get serious
alter winning nine out of ten
Iriendly fixtures last season
Captain lan Crossland told
the Evening Standard newspa-
per: "People think we're just a
load of old queens who think
they look good in white, but ac
tually we can and do play well
Our opponents respect us lor
Lhe way we play crichelt.
Crossland described sport as
one of the last bastions of ho-
mophobia and said he hoped
that through his sides' success
homosexuals would be granted
greater respect.
The Graces
sport as there is a team ol gay-
only league rugby players calle II
the King's Cross Steelers and ¢
lootball version too, hlt_uh'welll.

Navratilova’s
double assault

PARIS., June 8 (AFP):
Mirtina Navratilova plans a
double assault on Wimbledon
despite her doubles comeback
being deralled at the French
Open. on Wednesday,

The all-time great and her
artner Mariaan de Swardt
Imwvd out of the third round of
the French Open women's dou-
bles -- but Navratilova revealed
she plans to contest both the
women's doubles and the mixed
doubles at the All England Club
later this month,

Sixth-seeded pair Alexandra
Fusal and Nathalie Tauzlat ol
Frenke beat Navrtilova and de
Swardt 2-6, 6-2, 7-5 to advance
to the qguarterfinals of the
French Open in match that
started on Tuesday night and

L resumed on Wednesday.

Shaheed |
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The career of pro-
mising national
opener Mehrab Ho-

ssain could well
be over unless he
undergoes a major
his right knee

surgery on
lmmediately.

Mehrab, who suffered a knee
injury while playing for Aba-
han{ Krira Chakra against Mo-
hammedan Sportlnﬁ Club in a
Super League match late Aprll,
has been asked by his doctor to
avail the surgery within the
shortest possible time. If the
knee has not been operated on
soomn, the talented right-hander
mlgrhl lose his leg as’well.

The doctor who operated me
here has told me that a second
operation was needed and for
that 1 have to go abroad,”
Mehrab said to The Daily Star
Sport yesterday, He was advised
to go either to Singapore or In-
dia to get the surgery done by an
orthopaedic surgeon, who has
the specialisation on injury to
sports personalities.,

Professor Ruhul Haque, the
head of Orthopaedics in the
Bangabandhu Medical Univer-
sity, operated on his knee on
Tuesday. When reached over
phone last night Prof Haque
said,” He has a meniscus injury
on his right knee. There Is
nothing to fear about. It will be
all right once he is operated.”

During the operation it was

Pioneer football

The Metropolis Pioneer Divi-
sion Football League will for-
mally be inaugurated today at
the Paltan Maidan, reports
UNB.

State Minister for Youth and
Sports Obaidul Quader will
open the under-16 tournament
scheduled to begin on June 12.

A total of 65 teams divided
into five zones will take part in
the league.

The zonal teams splitting into
two groups will take part in the
tournament while zonal cham-
pions and runners-up will move
into the 20-team round robin
league to be split into four
groups.

The zonal venues are:
Dhanmondi Club ground,
Dhupkhola ground, Mohakhali
T&T ground,. Mirpur  Outer

Stadium and Ba%habo gmun_d.
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Sports Reporter

detected that a tendon of his
knee got badly damaged, and
the doctor felt that an immedi-
ate operation was necessary for
such an injury

“He Is a blt late but every-
thing will be hopefully all
right,” sald Prof Haque.

Mehrab meanwhile alleged
the reason for his present state
was the wrong treatment he re-
celved from national team
Physio Gavin Benzafield, the
South African who Is now on a

MEHRAB HOSSAIN

tow-month leave.

‘I did not want to apyear in
the fitness test (for Asia Cup) as
I suffered the injury only four

days back. But our physio Gavin

Benjafleld forced me to appear

in the test saying that it was not
said Mehrab.

a major problem,”
“When | went for an under-

arm action during the fitness

test, 1 fell down with a severe
pain in my knee,” said Mehrab
adding that he was then taken
to a doctor (Dr Manzoor

Mustafa Anwar) by the physio

where he plastered his leg
"1 had the plaster on for a

week but the pain was getting

unbearable. Having tolerated it
for four days, | turned to the
doctor again. He then re-plas-

tered my leg and kept it like
that for two weeks. But as | was

not getting any comfort and I
fmal]x decided to seek the as-
sistance from Professor Ruhul
Haque with out informing
Gavin,” he said. .-, {

“After-seeing my leg,” Prof
L. | : |

Haque asked me to have an or-
thoscopic operation Immedi-
ately which I did on Tuesday.

I bhould have done this
when | got hurt in April. But due

to the wrong diagnosis by Gaviu
and the doctor who treated me
initially, now | am probably go-
ing to pay through my nose,
sald a frustrated Mehrab.

He also accused Dr Manzoor
of rendering wrong treatment,
“Gavin suggested me to apply ice
on my knee while Dr Manzoor
opted to have plaster on it. Both
these treatments have probably

ﬁgravated my injury.” Mehrab
eged

He has now decided to re-
celve treatment from Dr. Amit
Sen, an orthopaedic specialist
of the Mount Elizabeth Hospital
in Singapore.

"My wife has gone outside to
send a fax to Singapore to know
about the treatment cost. Hope-
fully, I will be able to go there as
soon as possible,” said Mehrab,
who was discharged from the
clinic last night.

Rajshahi hockey

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, June B: Baikali
Sangha and Jagarata Sangha
won their respective matches of
the Rajshahi First Division
Hockey League at local stadium
today.

Baikali blanked North Ben-
al Sporting Club 11-0 in the
irst match.

Shamim completed a hat-
trick in the 3rd, 9th and 24th
minutes. Raju, Palas and Ma-
mun scored each in the 8th
37th, 25th, 42nd and 13th,
35th minuties respectively. Kaim
and Bulbul completed the score
in the 46 and 48 minutes

Div II kabadi

The Metropolis Second Divi-
sion kabadi league begins today
at the Outer Stadium kabadi
ground, reports UNB

Twelve teams split into
Fl’“llp‘i will compete in the
e€ague organised by Bangladesh
Kabadi Federation

latuail Milon Smriti Sangha
will play Manda Smriti Sangha
while Sunrise Sporting Club will
encounter Ishaque '%mnti
-Sangha in the- Opt“ﬂi*"lg rfm S
matches.

ever |

named |
alter the most famous of all En- |

S are not unique in |

CAPE TOWN
(Reuters): Sounth
Africa opener

Herschelle Gibbs
said on Thursday
he had agreed in
India this vear to an offer of
15,000 US dollars from captain
Hansie Cronje to lose his wicket
for under 20 runs.

In testimony to a govern-
ment commission into alleged
match-fixing, headed by retired
Judge Edwin King,. Gibbs said he
went on to score 74 runs off 53

HERSCHELLE GIBBS

balls in the March 19 match
and was not paid.

"Hansie appeared in my
room with a big smile on his
face saying that someone was
prepared to offer me 15,000 US
dollars for scoring less than 20.
| thought of my mother -- my
parents were getting divorced,
my father had a part-time job
and I would have to look after
my mother -- so | said yes.

"The team was to get less
than 270."

Gibbs said the targets set in
the conversation Iin a hotel in
Nagpur before the fifth one-day
international were not met
with the team scoring more
than 300 runs.

"By the time Hansie got to
the wicket, | already had 30 or
40 and | asked himm, what we
should do. After a.few overs, |
asked him n%aln and he said
one ol us would have to get out.”
Gibbs told the inquiry

Former South Africa Inter-
national Derek Crookes said
earller he was shocked when
Cronje told him he should con-
sider a money offer to lose a
match in India in 1996.

"Hansle told me on the plane
(to India) that the team had
been made an offer to throw the
match,” said Crookes, who was
testifving on the second day of
the King Comunission of in-
quiry.

‘I couldn’'t believe what 1 had
heard, and I asked hlm if he was
joking. Hansie replied that |
should think about t."

Crookes said Cronje had left

it up to the team to decide

whether they wanted to take up
which was later re-

the offer,
jected. Cronje had said the
players should not discuss the
matter with anyone, not even
their wives, he added.

"I had just got married and |

wasn't prepared to lie to my
wife.” Crookes said.

Another
a security consulitant to the

United Cricket Board of South
and a former
member of President Mandela's
in -
dramatic evidence of a

Africa (UCB)

;:rmvcu-’m unit, gave the
quiry
confession by Cronje

early hours of April 11.

in the

He was sacked as captain

later the same day

Steyn, who was staying
the same hotel as the South
African team before a
against Australia in Durban

said Cronje telephoned him and
asked him to conie to his room

in the early hours of April 11

'He handed me a statement

which | assumed to be in his
handwriting. He said | might
have guessed that he had not
been entirely honest and that
some of what was in the media

was true. He had decided to
write a statement and come
clean.”

Steyn said Cronje was in a
poor emotional state. "His eyes
were wide open and he was on
the verge of tears. He must have
broken down on two or three
occasions.”

Steyn sald Cronje was fully
clothed and his bags were
packed. "I got the impression he
thought I was still a serving po-
lice officer and that he was
handing himself over to the po-
lice.”

Steyn said Cronje told him
he had decided to confess for
three reasons.

"He said he couldn't live with
the lies, they were eating him
up. His family was under im-
mense pressure and it was not
fair to them.

“The players mentioned in
the transcript were innocent
and he wanted to clear their
name.” Cronje, Gibbs, Nicky
Boje and Pieter Strydom face

r:hargﬁ of match fixing from
New Delhi police.

Meanwhile an AFP report
from New Delhi says, Indian
police is unhappy because In-
terpol has not supplied yet the
evidence sought by India to in-
dict Cronje.

The police also sought de-
tails of bank accounts in Lon-
don and three other cities say-
ing the bookies paid Cronje
through these accounts to tank
matches against India during
their tour here.

“But nothing has come. In-
terpol after our prodding and
remninders has just sent an ac-
knowledgement of our de-
mands. We do not even have

witness Rory Steyi.

]l“::llk “.

all

and al
who prayed for me.

Gibbs spills his guts

bank details of the
the bookies

players or

"The prosecution will be
laughed off the court with what
it holds at present,” the source
said

CAPE TOWN (Reuters/ Inter-
net): The South African inquiry
into match-fixing allegations
against former national cap-
tain Hansie Cronje on Thursday
received a copy of his hand-
written midnight confession
made in April.

The confession was handed
to United Cricket Board (UCB)
security chief Rory Steyn in the
early hours of April 11 2000, af-
ter news had broken in India
that Cronje was to be charged
on the basis of a recorded tele-
yhone discussion about match
}nim,

Here is a partial text of the
statement:

"l have been a Christian
since childhood days when |
grew up in the house of two
wonderful people, Ewie and
San-Marie Cronje. I was reborn
after the tragic death of a four-
yvear-old girl on the north coast
road to Stanger. | tried to live a
Christian life and walk the way
the Lord wanted me to walk..

“I would like to apﬂlcrglae to
my family members who
stood right behind me through
this, especially (his wife) Bert

the other Christians

“It has been a tough weekend

but also a great weekend for me
in that | now have the opportu-
nity to face myself in the mir-
ror again for the first time since
the (1999/2000) Indian tour.

"On my way to the nets

(before the first one-day inter-
national against Zimbabwe in
January)
Hamid (Qassim).

was stopped by
a bloke who
See page 15



