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For an Independent
Anti-corruption Authority

PRIME Minister Sheikh Hasina has sprung a surprise by equating
Independent anti-corruption commission with the office of the
Ombudsman. Her exact words on the floor of the House on Tuesday
were, “the country may not need an independent anti-corruption
commission if the Ombudsman (for which a law was enacted as
early as {n 1980) Is appointed.” Why must that be so we do not have
the faintest of idea, except for the fact that the perceived overlapping
nature of the two bodles is something of an expedient fiction the

Prime Minister has fallen for.
The office of Ombudsman, both by definition and the terms of

reference as embodied in the Constitution, s certainly no substitute
for an independent anti-corruption commission one sees elsewhere,
maybe under a different name. The former s an institution of the
last resort for getting public petitions heard, probes made into griev-
ances and injustice sought to be mitigated by recommending reme-
dial actio~s to relevant authorities. Ombudsman's office does not
work as a super-judge nor as an adjudicator as understood in legal
| parlance. To all intents and purposes, it is a consclence-keeper of
the state, » clearing-house, as it were, of public grievances imbued
with a sews. of mission to ensure enjoyment of basic rights by the
people In an ambience of rule of law, justice and fairplay.

So, an Ombudsman's office is on a high ethical pedestal address-
ing the welfare concerns of the people in their various dimensions,
That's why we see in some European countries not just a single
office of Ombudsman, rather there are Ombudsmen attached to var-

lous aspects of governance and civic life.

By contrast, an independent anti-corruption commission means
an administrative apparatus with a writ to investigate allegations (or
well-founded ill-reputation) of corruption against people in high
places as well as others in an unfettered and impartial way to get at
the bottom of things. The CBI in India, with the powers vested in it
to conduct scooping and tentacular investigations anywhere in India
and even overseas in hot pursuit of a corruption case, has made a
name for itself. For all practical purposes the CBI is not an
appendage to the PMO in New Delhi. That is the crux of the matter
in probing corruption as a manifestation of political criminality

across the board.
Successive governments in Bangladesh have in a tell-tale fashion

skirted the notion of having an independent commission against
corruption. When the BNP had been at the helms it ordained that
the anti-corruption bureau could not take up any case without the
prior permission of the Prime Minister's secretariat. For a time the
bureau was placed under the Cabinet Division, At present though,
it has reverted back to the PMO.

One can expect two things to happen from such an obsessive
insistence on keeping the bureau of anti-corruption under the Prime
Minister's Office: first, corruption which is basically the handmaid-
en of ruling party functionaries — in cohorts with public officials —
will be indirectly encouraged. Secondly, such an anti-corruption
bureau can be used as a weapon against political opponents with
alternating frequencies.

Given our political culture, an Ombudsman's office cannot
stave off corruption in high places. Furthermore, corruption is
institutionally too entrenched to be neutralised by an
Ombudsman. In one word, the government needs to set up an
independent commission &s a proof of its bona fides that it real-
ly wants corruption to he contained, .
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PI!.‘D decades of self-declared
security zone In South
Lebanon did not provide
any security to Israel at all.
Indeed, this led to the loss of
over one thousand Israell lives,
made a section of Lebanese

cople who formed the South
Bcbnnese Army (SLA) the per-
manent enemy of the people of
Lebanon. Israel’'s military in-
vasion In the early eightles
created a hell for the
Palestinians living as refu%ees
in Lebanon - the storles of the
massacres of Sabra and
Shatilla are still fresh in the
minds of peace loving people of
the world. Indeed, entire
Lebanon was In turmoll and
suffered tremendously because
of Israell onslaughts from time
to time. Lebanese Government
lost its grip on the security of
the country and had to virtually
depend on Syria on the one
hand and Hezbullah, a surro-
gate of Iran, on the other.

Prime Minister Ehud
Barak's election commitment
to withdraw fully from Lebanon
by July 2000 had to be abruptly
advanced due to Hezbullah at -
tacks on the civillans of Israel’'s
northern areas and also on
Israell forces. Israel lost some
senjor army officers Includin
a General. Both Hezbullah an
Israeli army resorted to civilian
attacks despite the existence of
an agreement not to do so, The
way the withdrawal was beln%
completed in the darkness o
nights, it seemed that the
Israeli army was on the run.
However, any decision to stop
or delay withdrawing would
have been disastrous. Prime
Minister Barak did well by or-
dering quick withdrawal,
which resulted in no further
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Withdrawal is a Must for Peace

Indeed, Israel’s unilateral withdrawal from Lebanon has brought in some new hope in the
peace process. Any way, it’s just the beginning — the process of withdrawal from the occu-
pied territories must continue and be completed by September 2000. Only total
withdrawal from the occupied territories, subject to mutual give and take, can
ensure lasting peace.

loss of Israell lives. While with -
drawing Israell army blew up
thelr outposts and military ma -
terials but some say some of
these military materials fell in
the hands of Hezbullah fighters.
Jubilant scenes were ob-
served when Lebanese villagers
originally belonging to south
Lebanon zone rushed to thelr
old villages. Initially some
skirmishes took place, but
these quietened down within a
couple of days. Some tensions
are still reported but the vil-
laiers apparently did not like to
take any chances; they tried to
settle down along with the old
inhabitants as quickly as pos-
sible, Indeed, Hezbullah group
has been providing day to day
support to the new life in the ar-
eas vacated by Israel. Even
hospital support was being
given by Hezbullah.
Surprisingly Lebanese gov-
ernment did not send any milf -
tary to the area and indeed said
that it would not like to provide
security to the Israell border.
Strange argument! It appeared
that Lebanese government did
not like to immediately clash
with the Hezbullah fighters as
they were in control of the area.
As the situation stands, relative

calm prevalls in the area which
was a place for open battle be -
tween two military groups and
the calm situation is likely to
continue unless Hezbullah de-
cldes to change its strategy and
start attacking northern vil-
lages of Israel. Again, this
seems unlikely as Hezbullah
could take the credit of liberat -
ing south Lebanon. Why should
it give chances to Israel to re-

turn to the area on some pre -
text? Hezbullah group knows
that Israell army was reluctant
(o vacate the area and any at-
tack on Israell civillans would
attract heavy punishment from
Israeli army and Hezbullah
would be the worst sufferer.
However, the UN has been
making some quick prepara-
tions to deploy some 4500
peacekeepers in the area. Prime
Minister Barak is also trying to

obtain military aid, amounting
to S50m within the overall mil -
itary aid of 81.8 b from the US,
As it seems both the US and
Israel are " near agreement on
allowing the US itary ald to
be used for a new border defense
line," thus sending a clear mes-
sage that the US Is committed to
a peaceful border with Lebanon.
This message will be important
for Israel in dealing with Syria.

Muslehuddin Ahmad

Indeed, the big loser, under
the present circumstances, in

this game seems to be Syria.
Syria lost an Important lever -
age in the peace negotiations
with Israel in respect of total
withdrawal from the Golan
Heights. Syria would also ulti-
mately lose its grip on Lebanon
for its security against Israel.
Lebanon might as well be of-
fered some sort of a separate
peace arrangement with Israel

once the Palestinlans succeeded
in completing the peace process
with Israel which seems to be a
good possibility now. But It
would be difficult for Lebanou
to go for a separate peace deal
with Israel unless Golan with -
drawal s in sight.

As it seems, Israell with-
drawal from Lebanon has set
the tone for peace with Its
nelghbours. This spirit of with -
drawal from Lebanon might
help prepare Israells for with-
drawal from other occupled ter-
ritories. Of course, this would
depend on the state of affairs in
south Lebanon border now va-
cated by Israel. If the situation
remains reasonably calm, de-
Pend.ln on how Hezbullah be-
1aves, the Israell public would
feel encouraged to support
Israel's withdrawal from other
occupied territories, subject to
reasonable adjustments
through mutual agreements.

Self-declared security zone
in south Lebanon has conclu-
sively proved that such an -
posed security zone can never

rovide security to any state.
t's Indeed mutual respect for
the international border that is
vital and crucial for peace be-
tween bordering states. Israel's

....
--------

self-declared action in terms of
border security should be a
eatl lesson for Israel In deal.
ﬁ:g with other occupled territo.
“ufh ocess Is still
e ce pr on
thoughpl':ahan suffered several
setbacks. The dead line of
February
15 have passed by without an
framework agreement. It Is st
doubtful whether anything sub-
stantial In terms of framework
agreement can be achleved even
by June 15, 2000. Regardless of
any formal framework agree.
ment, the target date of
September 2000 for completin
the should re
uppermost In the minds of all
concerned. President Clinton
has continued his personal
drive for peace even during his
Jatest European tour. He has al-
ready asked Secretary Albright
to travel to Middle-East quickly
to further “facilitate” the peace
process. President Clinton sajd
during his European tour that
there was “ a much greater
sense of urgency” in the M-E
rocess after Israell with -
drawal from Lebanon.

Indeed, Israel’'s unilateral
withdrawal from Lebanon has
brought in some new hope In
the peace process. Any way, it's
just the beginning ~ the process
of withdrawal from the occu-
pled territories must continue
and be completed by September
2000. Only total withdrawal
from the occupied territories,
subject to mutual give and take,
can ensure lasting peace. Israel
can never expect peace by occu -

ying others land — others
Eumr. Therefore, withdrawal
from others’' land Is a must for
any lasting peace in the Middle
East.

To Live and Die under Treatment

O harm in starting a seri-
Nnus discussion with a

dash of humour. A doctor
comforts his patient: “You
know, you have a very serious
disease. Of 10 persons who
catch it, only one survives. It is
lucky you came to me, for | have
recently had nine patients with
this disease and they all died of
it.” Try telling that joke to the
family and friends of Zulfikhar
Ali Bhutto who died last week
and you may not like what you
hear. According to them, the
parliament member from
Jhalokathi didn't get proper
medical attention for at least
half an hour between his first
and second heart attacks. They
have reasons to believe he could
survive if the doctor had cared
to arrive on time.

They could perhaps under-
stand if the patient had died of
wrong diagnosis or in the inex-
perienced hands of a doctor.
Even in the USA, the land of the
most advanced medical science,
98,000 patients die each year
from medical errors involving
surgery, diagnosis or medica-

Friday Mailbox

Clarification

leadership: but unfortunately,

this is found

Sir, Two recent news items followed respective-
ly by two editorials in your esteemed daily have
made references to my name and to my position as
Chairman of Dhaka WASA Board. Unfortunately,
some errors have crept into these references.

On 4th June, a small news item on the front
page which was continued to the last page credited
Professor Shaheedul Ameen of BUET as giving a
statistics on the density of population in Sutrapur

tics of the annual volume of immigrants of Dhaka.
But the editorial ("Trigger a Reverse Migration”) on
oth June gave credit to Professor Ameen for both of
the statistics.

On 6th June, a staff report on the DS front page
quoted me by name (and by my position as
Chairman of Dhaka WASA Board) as the source of
information on recent water tariff. But I could not
remember talking to Mr. Shehab Ahmed, the
Reporter, on such issue at such length. On enquiry,
| found that he had possibly spoken to Dr. Azharul
Hugq, the Managing Director of WASA. Therefore, the
credit should go to him. Then again the editoria!
“Utility Rates up, Again™ (7 June 2000) also refereed
to the Chairman, because of the same news

I however, take this opportunity of thanking
and congratulating The Daily Star for consistently
keeping its readers up-to-date with developments
in the city's service sectors. The WASA Board and
its Management are in full agreement with The
Daily Star that we must reduce system loss as
rapidly as possible ' ' improving our management
capability. We ar¢ rking in this area with some
positive result (also reported earlier in the Star
Weekend Magazine February 4,2000). For this,
WASA needs the cooperation of its consumers.

The water rates have been increased slightly
recently but still keeping it lower than what 51&58
could be considering the increase in energy rate.
This explanation has been given in the WASA
announcement on water tariff increase in the
Newspapers.

Professor Nazrul Islam
University of Dhaka
Chairman, Dhaka WASA Board

Tardy for good reasons

oir, Already our people are tardy by nature
(they never even think punctuality as something
important), on top of that they have got nice excus-
es these days of being more so. But the excuses are
genuine too, so you can't blame them either.

These are ftraffic jams and road blockades
either by mastaans on highways or by official
motorcades on the city roads. All excuses are very
genuine and have to be accepted. :

So unless the 'nl;%h-up!; do something about
this, people will be delayed more and more to their
work places. Thereby meaning less work and
therefore less national output.

Soon the school children will also learn to use
this as an excuse and you can’t blame them for
that. Can you?

Dr Sabrina Q. Rashid
Cantonment, Dhaka

Political pilferage

Sir, A newspaper report (DS June 4) from
Sylhet district points out that a BNP foundation
stone of a new bridge was removed In a clandes-
tine manner and replaced for a fresh exercise by
the successors.

The trend is familiar: political rivalry by the
ruling regimes, trying to usurp the credits, and
not willing to share it as per fact. The most glar-
ing example was durln% the opening of the BB
Jamuna Bridge, when the preceding regime was
blacked out from any contribution.

Broadmindedness Is a core guality in public

Thana of Dhaka City and mv name with the statis- .

wanting in the Dhaka political culture. Drum
beating is too much polarised, reaching the sta-
tus of vulgarisation; and while the mole in oth-
ers is pointed out, and one’'s own is overlooked.
Leaders must have some elbow room inside for
the professional contemporaries. National assets
and traits cannot be compartmentalised. The best
adverlisin%ecampalgn is total avoidance of self-
publicity. Let others point out how good you are.
A citizen
Dhaka

Disappointing performance

and irritating outfits

Sir, Bangladesh cricket team has made another
record by being defeated by Pakistan in the Pepsi
Asia Cup cricket tournament in a very ignoble
manner. It seems that the Bangladesh team likes
to make records in quite a different way.

Not only that, ﬁ'ne outfit of the Bangladesh
team had been a sore to the eyes, §audy with so
many colors and emblems, the sleeves resem-
bling tiger skin. Was it expected that it would
make the players act like a talisman and they
will become strong and swift like the tiger

We hope that in the future special care will be
taken so that the outfits of the Bangladesh
cricket team will be simple and at the same time
pleasant to look at,

Nur Jahan
Chittagong

Vote recession

Sir, Unless the law and order situation in the
country improves, the ruling party's vote bank at
the next general elections might dwindle. The situ-
ation is worse than any other time during the
tenure of the preceding regime; and the man in the
street would judge by ready reckoners, going b
reflex action. The visible complaints are mucﬁ
higher than professional grumbling.

And criticism by the informed voters would be
more analytical, citing specific areas of down-
trends or non-improvement, such as the loan-
default culture maintaining a status quo; the stock
market curve showlnﬁ no sign of going up; the
acute politicisation, which is a pain In the neck of
those who are not hangers on: the dense environ-
ment of too much party politics than national pol-
itics (the obsessive b{-raun%cnf the opposition); the
non-transparency in the PSCs (energy and power
sectors), defence purchases, and public appoint-
ments, There is an overall impression that the
democratic dispensations are more feudalized.

In fﬂrelgn diplomacy, the unfriendly stances by
India could not be thawed (the huge trade imbal-
ance year after year); there s hardly any trade with
neighbour Myanmar (the mysterious cancellation
of the projected visit of the Myanmar PM to Dhaka
at the very last moment, even after the arrival in
Dhaka of the advance team from Yangoon): the
tangles in border transshipments between
Bangladesh, Nepal and Bhutan: the fallure of
Dhaka to grab a section of the NE India market,
and several other sensitive Issues which lie passive
each succeeding year. In short, the relations with
the SAARC neig,f:bm:rs are not improving: and
Dhaka’s Initiative is hardly visible.

The situation in the academia has worsened,
with too many closures and abnormal demon-
strations, coupled with mass scales cheating (n
examinations, Moral standards have eroded In
most dealings In daily life. Poor propaganda
techniques have confined PR to the part
image— the noi-leaning citizens have practical-
ly no outlet to attract approbation—the message
is that the party comes Eefurc the country.

A.M.A
Dhaka

Views expressed in this column are the writers’ own. The Editor may or may not subscribe to those
views. The Editor reserves the right to decide which letters should be published.

A lawmaker of the country has died because a doctor acted in violation of his pro-
fessional ethics. Will it be enough to punish that doctor if he is proven guilty? It is for ev-
erybody, including doctors and parliament members, to ensure that the sick will receive

relief from their suffering and that patients will be adequately prepared for death.

tion. In 1998, 903,000 American
children were victims of
maltreatment, which was the
lowest figure in 10 years. Dur-
ing a surgery in a Florida hospi-
tal several years ago, the sur-
eon had amputated the right
eg of a patient instead of his
left leg, which was rotting away.

But Zulfikhar Al Bhutto is
said to have died of a pathetic
reason. His family complains
that the doctor didn't rush to
his help when he was lying in a
critical condition. How does
that insensitivity weigh against
the moral underpinnings of the
Hippocratic oath?: “I will fol-
low that system of regimen
which, according to my ability
and judgment, | consider for the
benefit of my patients, and ab-
stain from whatever is deleteri-
ous and mischievous.” Was the
doctor of Zulfikhar Ali Bhutto
deleterious or mischievous? In
fact, it seems he was both. First
he neglected a dying patient and
then tried to save that patient
when it was too late.

The Greek  historian
Herodotus stated that every
Babylonian was an amateur
physician, since it was the cus-
tom to lay the sick in the street
so that anyone passing by
might offer advice. The hospi-
tals and clinics have been built
since then to expedite diagnosis
and explicate prognosis, so that
the sick and the suffering would

not be harassed in their precar-
ious health. In the Louvre there

is preserved a stone pillar,
which 1s inscribed with the
Code of Hammurabi, a Babylo-
nian king of the 18th century
BC. This code includes laws re-
lating to the practice of
medicine and the penalties for
doctors who will harm their
patients. For example, if the
doctor, in opening an abscess,
shall kill the patient, his hands
shall be cut off.

What should be the punish-
ment for a doctor whose neglect
may have Kkilled a patient?

tions. such as incarceration or
loss of a medical license,

Last week, the Arkansas
Supreme Court separated ethics
from law when it recommended
that the court punishes US
President Bill Clinton by tak-
ing away his license to practice
law. Althou
him guilty in the Monica
Lewinsky scandal, the state of
Arkansas is now raising an eth-
ical question whether someone
who lied under oath should be
allowed to pursue legal profes-

Crosstalk

Mohammad Badrul Ahsan

]

Shall we cut off the hands of
that doctor who comes late to a
critical patient between brisk
business and professional
sloth? The legal philosopher
Lon Fuller distinguishes be-
tween “the morality of aspira-
tion®™ and “the morality of
duty.” The former is ethics,
which tells people what they
should do and embodies the
ideals they should strive to at-
tain. The latter is law, which
provides boundaries of actions,
beyond which a person may go
only by risking external sanc-

sion.

Perhaps the greatest vindi-
cation of Zulfikhar Ali Bhutto's
death will be not only to punish
his doctor for failing to give
reasonable care but also do dis-
tinguish ethics from law. How
to do those in the moral conun-
drum when violation of the
boundaries of law itself is an
ideal people strive to attain?
Why did that doctor come late?
Was he caught in a traffic jam
on the way? Was he busy with
another patient who paid him
more? Did he give instructions

law did not find

over his mobile phone on how
to attend that patient while he
was on his way? Did he try to
call another specialist who
might have been in the neigh-
bourhood to come and look af-
ter the patient on his behalf?
May be the most important
question to ask is whether he
had at all felt concerned over
the condition of the patient?
That is where medical ethics
is a departure from rest of the
world. In fact, doctors are
rarely taken to court on crimi-
nal charges for decisions about

patient care made in good faith.

And, that good faith is embod-
fed in the use of diligence and
ordinary skill in the treatment
of a patient. For other profes-

' ‘stonals, excluding‘clergy; " _
faith is not always subsumed in

the course of duty. An engineer
cannot build a damn and claim
that he bulilt it in good faith af-
ter it has collapsed. Likewise, a

lice officer cannot claim that
1¢ has shot a criminal in good
faith.

Therefore, law Is so much
rooted in faith in medical
ethics as faith {s rooted in law
in almost every other case. The
difference between medical
faith and religious faith is that
the former purports human
initiatives in divine interven-
tion and the latter promotes
divine intervention in human
initiatives. So, when a bureau-
crat or a policeman takes bribe
and goes unpunished, it shat-

ters our confidence in law. But
when a doctor neglects his pa-
tient to death and gets away
with it, he destroys the crux of
humanity in his wickedness.

The Speaker of the House
has ordered an investigation
into the death of his fellow par-
lfamentarian. Unless there is
any red herring, we hope to see
that investigation carried out
for the benefit of all. The death
of a powerful man has stripped
the surface of our medical sys-
tem, and sed the underside
of what has been happening to
millions already.

In the children’s classics Dr.
Dolittle by Hugh Lofting, the
namesake physician learns the
language of animals from his
parrot, Polynesia, so that he
can treat their complaints more
efficiently. That is devotion to
one's profession, which is pure
ethics. A lawmaker of the
country has died because a doc-
tor acted in violation of his pro-

.. fessiorntal -ethics. - Will. 1t be

enough' to punish that doctor if
he is proven guilty? It is for ev-
erybody, including doctors and

liament members, to ensure
that the sick will receive relief
from their suffering and that
patients will be adequately pre-
pared for death. One expected
that the lawmakers would react
more angrily to the misfortune
of their colleague since it struck

them so close to home. If they
have settled for one perfunctory
investigation, it will further
confuse us between ethics and
law. For example, will it not
subvert their professional
ethics should lawmakers con-
done crimes including the be-
haviour of Zulfikhar Bhut-
to's doctor?

HEN governments in
this country are dis-
missed, petitions are

filed in the Supreme Court,
thousands of words are written
by lawyers, and then thousands
of words are written by judges
delivering judgments in line
with the times.

To save labour, time and
money, and to make it quicker
and simpler for judges, lawyers,
and laymen alike to grasp the
essentials of these repetitious
petitions and judgments in
which it is only the names of
the petitioners and respondents
which change, could they not be
standardised? For instance, for
corruption, the petitioners
could simply write : * Refer to
Form Krupt K1", which the re-
spondents could answer with :
“Denijed — In terms of Form
Krupt K27; for telephone tap -
ping, “Refer to Form Teltap TT
1" and "Denied — in terms of
Form Teltap TT 2 * would serve
the ﬁurpnse. and so on and so
forth. A one-page judgment
could then be written by the
judges simply by ordering the
Registrar to 'Print out Snooze
1. May I recommend that my
frlend Khalid Anwer, master of
English and legalise prose, of
petitioning and responding,
compile a book of suitable
forms. How effectively he at -
tacked telephone tapping as the
respondent’'s counsel In the
matter of Benazir's petition
challenging her second dis-
missal (CP 59/96). Worth a read
in his written statement |s
“Sixth Ground of the Dissolu -
tion Order : Illegal and uncon -
stitutional phone tapping and
eavesdropping”. To reproduce
excerpts : .

..... it Is necessary to dis-
cuss certain constitutional di-
mensions of the illegal phone
tapping and eavesdropping. . , ..
. ., the Constitution is based on
the trichotomy of powers. . . . . .
Although the three branches
are Inter-linked to a certain ex-
tent, .e.g., the main organ of the
executive, the Cabinet, Is collec -

A Laugh

Ardeshir Cowasjee writes from Karachi

tively responsible to the Na-
tional Assembly . . . . Each pil-
lar of the State must have the
assurance that its correspon -
dence and communications will
not be illegally intercepted or
interfered with. . . . . What was
going on was an invisible and
silent survelllance being car-
ried out deliberately and inten -
tionally, in full awareness of
the llle%alit}' of what was being
done. The intent and the act
were both mala fide and unlaw -
ful; the damage done had con sti-
tutional reverberations . . . . .. ..
....... “ The phone tapping and
eavesdropping was being done
by the Intelligence Bureau ("1B7)
which works directly under the
control of the Prime Minister . .
. In the case of Judges, not only
were the numbers at the Judges'’
rest house in Islamabad and
Murree under surveillance, but
the numbers of the following
Judges were also being individ-
ually tapped [41 names listed].

“That quite apart from the
attack on the judiciary as an
institution is the violation of
individual fundamental rights
by this phone tapping and
eavesdropping . . . .. i

Nawaz Sharif came In for
his second round after the sec-
ond dismissal of Benazir, and
Senator Khalid Anwer joined
his cabinet as law minister, and
assumed his part of the collec-
tive responsibility, which, con-
sidering the extent of his learn-
ing, knowledge, and capability
must be calculated as being at
least ten times more than that
of, say, the man who was
Nawaz's education minister,
Ghous All Shah.

Nawaz and his government
and his intelligence agencies in
thelr turn telephone tapped and
eavesdropped, also not sparing
Judges and officials of the
Supreme Court, as revealed by
Attorney General Aziz Munshi
in his arguments during the
hearing of the petition filed by a
number of parliamentarians

challenging the second Nawaz
dismissal (CP 63/99). Khalid
appearing on behalf of the peti-
tioners quite naturally had the
decency to condemn the
“tapping of the telephones of
the Chief Justice of Pakistan
and other Judges of the Supe-
rior Judiciary and called it a
shameful act.” Now, to eaves-
dropping on others than judges
and ‘high-ups’. Moinuddin
Khan, a Pakistani banker, hap-
pily living and working abroad,
in early 1998 suddenly felt the
urge to serve his country and al-
lowed himself to be persuaded
to return and head the Central
Board of Revenue. When visit -
ing Islamabad | used to call on
him to discuss problems
Karachi's stevedores were hav -
ing with the excise collectorate.
Whatever files or correspon-
dence Moin was shown on the
matter inevitably brought from
him the remark, “Well, 1 see no
problem,” to which my re-
sponse was to ask him to sort it
out with his men. He promised
to do so but never managed to
get through to the obdurate
taxmen right up to the Decem-
ber 1998 day he read in his
morning papers that he had

been sacked by Nawaz and re-
placed by Igbal Farid (jailed by
this government for corruption,
and released on his paying back
Rs. 10 million he had robbed).

On each visit to Islamabad 1|
used to dine with Moin and he
did likewise when in Karachi,
Suddenly, sometime in the sec-
ond hal[ynf the year all comimu -
nication from him ceased. |
could not E:t through to him on
the telephone and he never
called back. So | faxed him ask-
ing why he was not responding,
bemoaning the fact that it had
not taken much time for him to
convert himselfl into a proper
Pakistani civil servant. This
brought forth a call from a dis -
turbed Moin, whispering down
the line that he was callin
from Lahore from the house o
his sister-in-law’'s brother-in-
law to explain his silence and to

tell me that either my phone or
his phone or both our phones
were tapped. He had been visited
by none less that the chief of the
Intelligence Bureau, Chaudhry
Manzoor, who recounted to him
the exact dates upon which we
had met, warned him that it
would be in his interest not to
consort with me as I was a ‘Desh
ka dushman'. | could do noth -
ing but laugh helplessly and tell
Moin that he was even a greater
fool than I had thought. My
phone, | said, has been tapped
since Jinnah died in 1948. The
idiotic IB men were probably
listening in to this present call
as well. What a waste of time
and money, for I write each
week and what | have to say is
public knowledge. The IB would
do better to spend their time
and energy seeking out all the
‘hidden hands’ that do so much
damage. Sure enough, when
Moin returned to Islamabad he
was again visited by an Irate
Chaudhry who berated him for
having told me that the IB had
my line tapped, and thus pro-
voked me into abusing him
(Chaudhry was later sacked by
Nawaz).

The ways of our govern-
ments are, to say the least,
bizarre. On October 8 of that
same year, a Thursday. | was
rung by Saifur Rahman asking
me to fly to Islamabad post
haste as Mian Sahib wanted to
meet me (the '‘Desh ka dush -
man’). But he is coming here
next week, can't he meet me
then, I asked. Saif requested me
not to ‘inkaar karo® the Mian as
what he wanted to discuss was
to my benefit. 1 explained that
there was no question of
‘inkaar’ but simply that I could
not come that week as 1 had to
be in Karachi on Sunday for the

round-breaking ceremony of

e school our family was
founding. Saif's immediate re-
action was to praise us for our
astute business acumen as
schools were most profitable
ventures, It had to be carefully
explained to him that the

school was to be located in Mac-
char Colony [so named as
mosquitos (macchar) in Lyari
outnumber men| and was to be
run by the Citizens Foundation
for the poor children of the
area. No money would be taken
home. He was nonplussed.

Late on Sunday night Com-
mander Zahid, Nawaz's proto-
col officer, called from the PM’'s
house telling me that Nawaz's
programme for Monday had
just n settled and | should be
in Islamabad before noon. Im -
possible, I told him, if I ask PIA
for a seat I'll be told there are
none available until 2001. Not
impossible for Zahid thnuﬁh. It
was arranged for me to fly to
Islamabad at noon on Monday
and see the Mian that evening.
Meeting the Mian, in or out of
power, was always amusing.
The first question he would in-
evitably ask was whether [ still
thought he was ‘krupt’. | don’t
only think so, | would respond,
I know so. That evening, after
his usual greeting and question,
he told me he had been follow-
ing my columns of late in which
| had advocated the imposition
of governor's rule in Sindh and
he would like me to be his gov-
ernor in the troubled province.
It won't work, | told him. He
would Fhunc me every morning
and tell me to do five things,
four of which will be manifestly
wrong. And one of the first
things I would do is to sack his
handpicked police chief Rana
Maqbool. And | would not be at
the airport whenever he arrived
in or left Karachi. But in any
case, all that was Irrelevant be-
cause there is no way in which |
could accept a job in any gov-
ernment and lose whatever
crediblility 1 have.

Nawaz is now in jail, and the
overnment appeal asking for
the death sentence has been
admitted by the Sindh High
Court. Not fair. Justice must
evenhanded. Will the govern-

ment hang Benazir and all the

other delinquents?

15 and thereafter May




