41

their clash with Glamorgan

of the day to the sixth delive

when in two innings. he scored
just two runs from six balls.

with the first Test against Eng-
land at Edgbaston just nine
days away.

was the main culprit — his fig-
ures of 31-9-26-5 underpinne
the West Indies' misery — and
on a wicket
tourists had elected to bat first
after a rain-delayed start,

to 67 for five in 27 overs as Alex
Wharf (3-57) and Croft did the
damage.

Wavell Hinds administered any
retribution. With a mixture of
exuberance and vigilance he

was unbeaten on 105 as others
crumbled around him.
With Mahendra Nag-

amootoo, he added a crucial 63
for the sixth wicket in 23 overs,
before
seamer Wharf struck again.

Ibw {or 22
uussals in the Windies inuings
— amd Nixon
Phillip. Reon King and Corey
Collvmore
successionn.

Matthew
James appeared comfortable
from the off, but the former
went in the 11th over after edg-
ing to wicketkeeper Phillip off
Kjll_ﬁfor i

one and only five runs later,
Michael Powell (2) had gone af-
ter touching Nagamootoo to the
waiting hands of Lara at first
slip.

with James unbeaten on 31.
were 132 runs behind the West
Indies with eight first innings
wickets in hand.

three Cuban boxers, including
stars of the international ama-
teur circuit like
and Maikro Romero, will slug it
out in Havana starting this
weekend in a tournament to se-
lect the 12-man Olympic team
for Sydney, reports Reuters.

hard, and we hope to carry out a
%reat performance in Sydney,”

ists, apparently scotchin
mours Cuba’s highly-rated box-
ers would boycott the Olympics
in retaliation at a ruling by the
International Amateur Boxing
Association (IABA).
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Hinds hits
- hundred

CARDIFF, June 7: Brian
Lara’s horrendous form contin-
ued as the West Indies collapsed
on a turning pitch on day one of
here on Tuesday, reports AFP.

The 31-year-old Trinidadian
fell for a duck in the 15th over
he faced. following last week's
performance at Worcester,

The Windies limped to 176 In
75.1 overs in their innings —
hardly a confidence booster

‘A rejuvenated Robert Croft

on which the

Bv lunch, they had lurched

Only 23-year-old Jamaican

ex-Nottinghamshire

Nagamootoo was trapped
— one of six Ibw dis-

MclbLean, Waviae

-

followed in quick

Glamorgan opening pair

lliott and Steve

1¢ Welshman were 34 for

But at stumps. Glamorgan,

Cuban boxers
seek ticket
for Sydney

HAVANA, June 7: Seventy-

Felix Savon

Giving details of the tour-

nament vesterday. Cuban Box- [
ing Federation President Jose.,
Barrientos also confirmed the

Caribbean island was preparing
as usual for the Sydney games

despite sanctions against local
sports” officials.

“We continue to prepare

arrientos told local journal-
ru-

The IABA in May suspended
three Cuban boxing officials,
including Barrientos, from at-
tending foreign tournaments
for not substantiating charges
of corrupt refereeing at a 1999
compeltition.

The IABA said the Cubans
never produced evidence to back
up accusations that a “corrupt
malfia” was fixing results at the
world amateur championships
in Houston. Following the
Cuban protest and walkout in
Houston, however, one fight re-
sult was revérsed, and some ref-
erees sanctioned.

Barrientos was barred for
four years, while Cuban federa-
tion vice-president Teofilo
Stevenson, a three-time former
Olympic champion, got a two-
yvear suspension, and national
team trainer Alcides Sagarra
received a one-year ban.

Havana denounced those
punishments as unfair, a
“vulgar manipulation® of what
happened in Houston.

The stars of the pre-Olympic
tournament starting Sunday in
Havana are Savon in the 9]
Kilogram category and Romero
in the 48 kilogram group. both
former Olympic champions.

PARIS, June 7 (AFP): Sur-
prise French Open quarter-fi-

nalist Franco Squillari has
modelled his game on that of
one of his great compatriots:
Guillermo Vilas, who won 62 ti-
tles In a sparking career.

Squillari, who beat 15th-
seeded Younes El Aynaoui in
the fourth-round to earn a last
eiihl meeting with Spaniard
Albert Costa, said he studled
videos of Vilas in action to help
him hnrmvt his own strokes.

"I followed what Vilas did.”

Squillari, 23, (s arguably the
least popular player in the
tournament with line judges. He
plays so deep that several of
them have said they fear being
hit by his racket.

NURSERY TIME

Roland Garros would like to
think of itself as the mothers of
all tournaments -- and mothers
w]hn also happen to be top-class
piayers certainly get a good
deal Y& &

The French Open organisers
decided to create a creche back
in 1994 after players' children.

The creche has four
guardians and a nurse on hand
to look after the yo5!E gda, who
have a choice of games 10 amuse
themselves while their parents
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Yousuf Youhana.

Skipper Jayasuriya congratulating Upul Chandana (C) on his getting the prized wicket of
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Sport
Hants bowled

Cronje hearing underway

CAPE TOWN, June
7 (Reuters/AFP):

Former South
Alrican cricket
captain Hansie

Cronje and some
teammates considered

ol his
taking up to 350,000 dollars to
lose an international match in
India in 1996, a South Alrican

player told an on
Wednesday.

"We attended a meeting in
Croiije's room in which he put it
to us that he had received an of-
fer for the team to lose a match
for 250,000 dollars,” [ormer
South African spin bowler Pat
Symcox told the King Cominis-
sion inquiry into match-fixing.

He said the team rejected the
initial offer.

"Four of us discussed the
money afterwards and someone
said perhaps we should try and
get more out of them.

"Hansie picked up the phone,
spoke to someone and told us we
had another 100,000 dollars,”
Symcox said. He added that the
sweetened offer was also later
rejected.

Earlier,

inquiry

the Commission
was told that cricket presented
a volatile market for betting.

- Neil Andrews. a television
betting pundit who was in-
volved in a company which in-
troduced spread betting into
South Africa, was the first wit-
ness in a hearing set up after
Cronje was sacked as South
African captain in April after
admitting that he had taken
money from an Indian book-
maker.

Andrews said cricket pro-
vided punters and bookmakers
with more opportunities than
most sports because of the wide
range of scores that are possi-

“ble.

He agreed with Cronje’s
lawyer, John Dickerson, that a
distinction could be drawn be-
tween forecasting and betting
on cricket matches.

Judge Edwin King opened
proceedings with a warning to
witnesses that they could face
prosecution if they failed to an-
swer satisfactorily "any ques-
tion lawiully put to them."

The judge said all hearings
would be in public unless he
ruled that any particular evi-
dence or portion of evidence
should be held in camera. "I
don't see that happening fre-
quently, or at all,” he said.

Most of the first morning of
the hearing was taken up with
applications for live television
and radio coverage, which were
opposed by legal representa-
tives of the plavers. King said he
would announce a ruling at the
sltart of proceedings on Thurs-
day.

South African players
Daryll Cullinan and Derek
Crookes were in the hearing
room and were expected to be
among the first witnesses.

..+ » Ewie Cronje, father of the '

disgraced skipper, sat in the
public seats at the opening of
the hearing. Cronje was not
present but was represented by
his legal team. There was no in-
dication when Cronje would
testify.

Sports Minister Ngconde
Ballour and Justice Minister
Penuell Maduna were also pre-
sent, together with a large me-
dia contingent.

The judge said he wanted to
remove perceptions that the in-
quiry was planned as "any sort
of revenge or witch hunt. We are
here to establish the truth."

A Symcox disclosure

Judge King, the former judge
president of Western Cape
province, was appointed in May
alter Hansie Cronje admitted he
had received money from an
Indian bookimaker.

Cronje's admission followed
an announcement by New Delhi
police on April 7 that they had
laid charges of involvement in
match-fixing against Cronje
and three teammates, Her-
schelle Gibbs, Nicky Boje and
Pieter Strydom.

Cronje said he had taken an
amount of cash in US dollars.
later claimed to be 8,200 dol-
lars, to provide "information
and forecasts.”

He said he had been given the
money in Johannesburg before
the team left for India. South
Africa were involved in a trian-
gular series against England
and Zimbabwe at the time.
Cronje has continued to deny
involvement in match-fixing
and says that he did not take
money to bribe other players.

According to Cronje's Chris-
tian pastor, Ray MacCauley,
Cronje claims he was "playing"
withi the bookmakers and "lead-
ing them on." | |

In a confession made to Mc-
Cauley, which was leaked to the
media last week, Cronje said he
had "taken his eyes off Jesus"”
and allowed "Satan to dictate
terms" to him.

The commissions terms of
reference include the period
from November 1, 1999 to April
17, 2000 and the South African
tour of India in 1996 when
Cronje was allegedly made an
offer to "throw”’ a one-day
match against India in Mum-
bai.

LONDON, June 7:
All-rounder An-
drew Flintoff has
been given a clear
warning that any
further lapses of

concentration may result in the

ANDREW FLINTOFF

loss of his England place this
summer, reports AFP.

The 22-year-old Lancastrian
has been a regular in the Eng-
land set-up ever since captain
Nasser Hussain and coach Dun-
can Fletcher assembled their
winter tour party, both of them
convinced he has the potential
to develop Into an interna-
tional class all-rounder.

But apart from the odd
F,ilmpsst: of explosive batting,
iis Test career to date has been
a great disappoilntment after
failing to reach 20 in seven of
his 11 Innings since making his
debut against South Africa at
Trent Bridge two years 2,15,0.

His return to Nottingham for
the drawn Test against Zim-
babwe this week continued that
trend, collecting a palr of 16s
after being trapped leg before at-
tempting an ambitious pull and
edging behind the wicket play-
ing loosely outside off-stump.

That double failure, particu-
larly against an attack of Zim-
babwe's limited resources, has
increased the pressure on
Flintoff to perform sooner
rather than later.

"He's got to be more patient,”
observed coach Duncan
Fletcher, "He's an altacking
plaver, but you get to the stage

alm 1o earn big money on conrt.

where you are thinking wheéether

PR R S S S

Don't take it for

vou should turn him into a de-
fensive plaver and destroy this
ability he's got or let him carry
on as he is doing.

"He's got to realise that he
lhas be a bit more patient when
he plays Test cricket. His form
Is a concern to us but he's a tal-
ent. he is young and I think he
can develop into a very, very
good all-rounder.”

Even the one high spot of his
brief Test career, the deter-
mined 42 he hit in the second
Test at Port Elizabeth against
South Africa in the winter, was
a source of great frustration to
England’s management.

As Shaun Pollock prepared
1o take a rest from the attack,
Flintoff plundered six bound-
aries In nine balls he faced
from the South African fast

bowler but instead of consoli-
dating after that, attempted
another big hit and was bowled.
But despite the obvious flaws

ll'a temperament at

in Flintof

oranted’

times, Fletcher will resist any
attempt to drop him in the im-
merliate future and believes the
only way forward is to have
consistency ol selection.

dou hear people question-
ing whether we should be as pa-
tient with players and others
sayv we should be more patient,”
said Fletcher.

Lhat principle is also likely
to apply to Flintoffs county
team-mate Chris Schofield,
who impressed with the bat at
Irent Bridge with a determined
57 in the first innings, but was
inconsistent with his leg spin
and conceded 10 boundaries in
finishing with nought for 73
from 18 overs,

Having fast-tracked him
into the England side after just
16 championship matches for
Lancashire, the selectors are
not about to discard him so
quickly — particularly as the
recent wet weather hardly pro-
vides ideal conditions for a
wrist spinner.

out for 95

LONDON, June 7: Shane
Warne's 19 was the top score as
Hampshire suffered another
batting disaster, bowled out for
95 as Lancashire took control
of the first day of the Division
One match at Liverpool, reports
AFP.

Robin Smith's side, who are
bottom of table, crumbled from
26 without loss to 95 all out af-
ter being put In to bat.

Young paceman Mike
Smethurst leading an Impres-
sive Lancashire bowling per-

formance after heavy rain had
washed out the morning ses-
sion.

Smethurst claimed four for
15 In an excellent 1 1-over spell.

He was given good support by
Australian Joe Scuderl and
Andy Flintoff. Scuderi clatmed
Champlonship-best figures of
three for 20.

And Flintoff, worked off
some of his disappointment in
the Second Test at Trent Bridge
by taking two wickets in his
first over and then claiming a
third to end with three for 12.

Hampshire grabbed some
late wickets, but the day still be-
longed to Lancashire, who
ended on 54 for three — only 41
behind. :

England paceman Andy
Caddick was in superb form for
Somerset taking six for 57
against Kent in their Division
One match at Bath.

The visitors owed their total
of 261 to a fine 90 from India
star Rahul Dravid. Battin
first-wicket down he faced 16
balls and hit 14 fours.

But in sight of his century he
was caught behind off medium-
pacer Graham Rose.

At the close Somerset's Aus-
tralian captain Jamie Cox was
23 not out, his team 47 without
loss,

In Division Two Gloucester-
shire took a calculated gamble
against Essex at Bristol by rest-

ing four senior players ahead of

Saturday's Benson Hedges Cup
final — and it paid off.

It started very well for
Gloucestershire as their second-
line seamer Mike Cawdron
picked up three wickets in 25
balls and Essex, with half their
batsmen gone, were onr 161.

But Essex rallied strongly to
263 all out — still as good total
for the home side to aim at.

Cawdron, 25, went on to col-
lect the prize wicket of Eng-
land's captain Nasser Hussain
leg before for three.

Australian Stuart Law man-
aged just four before chasing a
wide ball to give stand-in
keeper Reggie Williams a diving
catch, Cawdron's haul had cost
him just seven runs.

Kuerten comes
through

PARIS, June 7: Brazilian
showman Gustavo Kuerten
fought back from the brink in a
titanic five-set Centre Court en-
counter between former cham-
pions on Tuesday, defeating
Russian Yevgeny Ka gljikov to
reach the semimdijals of the
men's singles at the French
Open.

Kuerten, the fifth seed, won
6-3, 3-6, 4-6, 6-4, 6-2 after a
three-hour struggle which en-
thralled a packed and noisy
crowd solidly behind the South
American Kuerten, 23, cham-
pion here in 1997 after beating
Kafelnikov at the same stage,
rallied from two sets and a
break down to book a semi-
eodll against 16th seed Juan
Carlos Ferrero, who shocked

10th-seeded fellow Spaniard
and former finalist Alei Cxr-
relja 6-4, 6-4, 6-2 in 2hr 23min.

"At 2-4 down in the fourth
set it was a tough situation to
come through.” Kuerten said.

‘It was a tough matcSlam
event, is aiming to emulate
Sweden's Mats Wilander, the
only player to win thenu vrna-
ment on his French Open debut.

Corretja, the 1998 finalist
and playing his third Roland
Garros quarter-final, brought
vastly more experience into the
match.

But he had lost the pair's
only previous meeting in the
1999 Mallorca final jaonn Fer-
rero's only ATP Tour title to
date.

And the young star Ferrero,
nicknamed the Mosquito for
his slender frame, stung him by
dominating a fierce basel)ze
slugfest.

Both protagonists had pre-
dicted a longhslog -- but Ferrero
didn't want to hang around and
never looked back after break-
ing in the opening game of the
third set,

Pakistan opener Saeed Anwar (C) watches anxiously as the Sri Lankan wicket-keeper and
first slip fumble a catch during the Pepsi Asia Cup final yesterday.

—Star photo

PARIS, June 7
(AFP): The WTA
Tour likes. to

boast of its new

[ ! strength in depth
- and a new genera-

Lot of stars in wormen's tennis.
The French Open semifinals,

Open quarterfinal
Marrero 1in Paris on June 6.

however, will be contested by

four of the usual suspects -
three-time winner rantxa
Sanchez-Vicario of Spain,

world number one Martina
Hingis and two other top 10
players who have traditionally
done well on the slow, red clay

Conchita Martinez exults after winning her French
against

fellow Spaniard Marta

—AFP photo
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Hingis stays on course

of Roland Garros.

Hingis, the 19-year-old top
seed, moved: within one win of
her third final appearance here
when she breezed by unseeded
American Chanda Rubin 6-1, 6-
3 In the quarterfinals.

Hingls will now face Mary

Pierce who ousted three-time -

:ﬂnuer Monlica Seles 4-6, 6-3, 6-

Sanchez-Vicario. mean-
while, faces an all-Spanish
match with fifth-seeded Con-
chita Martinez.

"All of us Spanlards love
clay.” she said.

Sanchez-Vicarlo first won
the event as a 17-year-old in
1989 and added further titles on
the slow, red clay here in 1994
and 1998. She defeated Venus
Williams 6-0, 1-6, 6-2.

She has an amazing 71 wins
at Roland Garros -- far more
than any current player. Mar-
tinez, who has been a semifi-
nalist here three times bhefore,
beat 17-year-old qualifier and
countrywoman Marta Marrero
7-6, 6-1 In her quarter.

Sanchez-Vicario 1s still only
28, but says she’s getting beshe
said.

"I work hard to be in good
shape. You need to be really fit
against the younger players and
with age | seem to to keep things
in perspective after losing the
final to Steffi Graf in last year's
final and to Iva Majoll in 1997.

It would be nice to win it --
but I don't need it,” she said. "I
need oxygen to survive -- but not
the French Open.”

Hingis rarely enjoyed herself
against Rubin. "I think I played
very well," she said. "] was
focused from the beginning.”

Hingis atacked Rubin at ey-
ery opportunity, punishing any
balls in midcourt.

‘It is very important to get a
tough match behind me," she
said. "I'm feeling good. I'm quite
confident and I have reason to
oe.”

PARIS, June 7
(AFP): If Marat
Safin has his way,
recent history
, will repeat (tself
—- when he steps out
for the first Grand Slam
quarterfinal of his young career
at the French Open on
Wednesday.

The 20-year-old Russian has
been turning in some sensa-
tional clay court performances
with titles in Barcelona and

| SE—

Bracing for Norman

Mallorca and he came within
two points ol beating Gustavo
Kuerten in the Hamburg Mas-
ters Series final last month

Safin, whose volcanic tem-
peranient has threatened to de-
rail his career in the past -- he
briefly thought about quitting
barely three months ago -- has
come on leaps and bounds since
coming under the wing of new
coach Andrel Chesnokov in the
week he won Barcelona

On the way to that title he

encounter on June 6.

Juan Carlos Ferrero of Spain is ecstatic after seeing off
compatriot Alex Corretja in a French Open quarterfinal

—AFP photo

conquest

beat the 1mman who now bars his
route to the semis here -- hiag—
nnus Norman, the unassuming

Swede who leads the ATP
Champions Race
And if he can keep at arm's

length the red mist which de-
scended on him so often last
vear that he smashed 48 rackets
Safin can upset the man who
would be seen as world number
one

Even after reaching the last
eight, avoiding a third fourth-
round loss here in three visits,
Safin was not entirely content,
believing the organisers should
not have left the covers off dur-
ing much of the tain break.

‘It's not serious - it's not a
tournament somewhere in Rus-
sia. It's Roland Garros. I'm a lit-
tle bit angry,” said Safin, who
blasted the umpire and supervi-
SOTS.

‘But of course I'm happy I
came through this difficult
match,” said Safin, who admit-
ted surprise at his win while
also appearing a little under-
whelmed by his victory.

There could be a few Russian
flags flving on Centre Court on
Sunday as with Yevgeny Kafel-
nikov in the other half of the
draw an all-Russian final re-
mains a distinct possibility.

Safin was meanwhile glad
that what he will now see as an-
cient history, didn't repeat itseli
in his fourth-round match
Monday as he ended the dreains
ol Frenchman Cedric Pioline,
winning 6-4, 1-6, 6-3, 7-35.

It was Pioline, a decade older
than Safin and the last home
player in the men's singles, who
beat Safin in the fourth round
here two vears ago after the
then 18-year-old Muscovite had
as a qualifier had the temerity
to bundle out first Andre Agassi
then defending champion
Kuerten.

Safin sald after booking his
showdown with Norman that it
was far too early to think about
emulating Kafelnikov, who be-
came the first and so far only
Russian man to win a Grand
Slam singles title by trinmph-
ing here in 1996 before adding
an Australian crown in 1999
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