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Kepler, King
cross swords
over inquiry

JOHANNESBURG. June /
(Internet report): Former South
African captain Kepler Wessels
one of the most vociferous crit:
ics of Hansle Cronje. has cross
swords with Judge Edwin King
over the legitimacy of the com-
misston  of  enquiry  being
launchicd into match fixing in
Cape Town tomorrow.

Speaking to Cape Talk rilio
Wessels sald the commission
smacked of a cover-up.

‘I've got severe doubts that
it's going anvwhere,” said Wes-
sels. "The news [liltering through
hopefully is not right because it
smacks a little of a cover-up.”

Wessels hinted that there
were people with vested inter-
ests in the game who would do
anything to show that the
Cronje incident was an isolated
affair, and also to prove Cronje
incident.

“They're going to marshal all
their forces,” saild Wessels.

Wessels added that he felt
that the mindset cultivated
during the years of isolation was
hampering a thorough and im-
partial investigation.

"They're scared, which is a
characteristic of the isolation
era. Somewhere else (in the rest
of the world) the pressure (on
Cronje) would be immense.”

Judge Edwin King, the man
charged with heading the inves-
tigation, was outraged by Wes-
sels comments. "These state-
ments are impertinent, insulting
and unwarranted, completely
devoid of truth. There will be no
cover-up of anybody. no cover-
up whatsoever."

The commission starts to-
morrow, and will question cur-
rent and former team-mates of
Cronje about various instances
where match-fixing has been

alleged. It Is thought that Cronje
will only appear after all the
other statements have been
taken. to put his testimony in
context

Talbot’s bonding
ploys to unite
pool rivals

CALOUNDRA, Australia,
June 7: Australian will fight for
Olympic switnuiing gold . iedal
but head coach Don Talbul
devised bonding strategies to
ensure rivalries don’'t disrupt
his team, reports AFP.

Talbot wants to unite his 44-
strong team with the idea of
battling the world rather than
each other at the Sydney
Olympics even though Aus-
tralian teammates loom as the
biggest gold medal threats in
several key events.

That work has already begun
three months out at a training
canmp at Caloundra, on Queens-
land’'s Sunshine Coast.

“Eveén though each one may
be rivals to each other, we're
trying to beat the world if we
can. We talk about that quite a
bit,” Talbot said here yesterday.

“"We've got a psychologist on
the team whose aim it is to cre-
ate situations where we can deal
with those things.

“Camaraderie, being a team
in other words, is an important
part of our preparation. We still
want that competitive spirit
with each other. But ... I think
you can manage being friends
with somebody who may be
your arch-rival in the water.
That's what we aim to do.

“Many people use hate. |
don't like that.”

Just (wo weeks ago the
swimmers were fighting it out
with each other at the Olympic
trails.

But Talbot hopes to be able to
bond them into a tight-knit
unit by the time the Games
conie around in September.

Talbot described the team as
better than the one which won

two golds. four silvers and six

|

| GIEEL. Belgnun, ane 7;: Italy
v RDine Zol! rounded on his
crities here Tuesday, sayin

that his strnﬁ-,gllug team sllﬁ
enjoyed popular support and
were ready to make a major {m-
pact at Euro 2000, reports AFP.

[taly, who open their cam-
paign on Sunday against
Turkey at Arnhem, have lost
four of their last seven games -
the most recent setback coming
with last weekend's 1-0 defeat to
Norway.

Their ratings on national
television have plummeted over
the past year, sparking claims
that they have also lost the af-
fection of the Italian public.

But Zoff, a World Cup winner
back in 1982, was quick to dis-
miiss the mood of pessimism
surrounding Italy and their
chances at these champi-
onships.

‘I'm not convinced about
these figures...] don't think
there's been a fall in enthusi-
asm,” he insisted.

“We are all enthusaistic here
and so are the Italian fans. Ob-
viously they want to see results
and we haven't fully provided
them.

"But this is the moment that
counts. Qualifying was our ob-
jective and we achieved it. Now
is the moment to show what
we're capable of."

He went on: "Clearly, I want
us to do well and to go far in this
tournament...and | think we
can do that.

"This is going to be a tough
European championships - but
not only for us. It's very bal-
anced and it's top quality. so
that's going to make it very dif-
ficult.

"The difference between
making progress and being left
behind could be very small. But
we're certainly conlident we can
do well.”

Asked to single out the four
likely semi-finalists he said:
"France are a team with great

names and it's an exporting
country when it comes to foot-

ballers. Holland are playing at
home and we've all seen how
soodl Spaln are.” _

L He lcllplnnmllculi}‘ left the
fourth spot blank and refused to
discuss the possible Italian
formation.

Defending his team's per-
formance against Norway Zofl
said: "We weren't dangerous
enough. but as for the rest |
think we were in control of the
match. The ball was more in
their half of the piteh than

ours.”
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 Zoff counts on quality

Despite the rain, Italy were
welcomed by about 50 fans for
the squad's first training ses-
sjon at their Geel training
ground here, east of Brussels,

Francesco Tottl, lookin
sharper than Alessandro de
Piero, showed his desire to win

~ a place In Zoll's starting line-up

by scoring twice in a training
match, which also saw goals
from midfielder Lulgi DI Biagio
and would be strikers Marco
Delvecchio and Vineenzo Mon-
tella,

Italian forward Vincenzo Montella jumps to avoid collid-
ing with goalkeeper Francesco Toldo during a training
session of the Euro 2000 squad at Geel on June 6.

— AFP photo
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2000 briefs on Wednesday:

HIP TIP FOR

GOALIES

PARIS: Goalkeepers facing
penalty shootouts in the up-
coming Euro 2000 should focus
on the kicker's hips to fet the
best idea of where he will place
the ball.

That's the view of British re-
searchers who have scrutinised
the tiny indicators that betray
even the most poker-faced
penalty taker.

In the last moment before
the kick, the orientation of the
taker's hips shows which direc-
tion the ball will travel, says
the British weekly New Scien-
tist in Thursday's issue.

That should give a goalie a

vital half-second to move to
block the shot.
“If the taker's hips are

square-on to the goalkeeper in a

| right-footed kicker, the penalty
.l_Lm"-. to the right-hand side of

the keeper," says Mark

bronze at the last Olvimpics in | Williams, head of science and

Atlanta and possibly capable ol
surpassing the 1956 Melbourne
Olyvmpic swinnming team which
won cight gold medals

Tennis ball
From page 13

MA: It's not nivstery. It was
the role model thing as vou were
saving. When 1 was young, |
watched Wasim and Waqar
bowling. They were fast bowlers
and | wanted to become a fast
bowler. Basically, I'm a fan of
West Indian fast bowlers since |
was very young. My case s very
similar to that of other young
boys. They are watching
cricket. You see that there are
four.. five.. six fast bowlers in
the Pakistan team.

Playing with the tennis ball
does help the aspiring fast
bowlers in Pakistan. 11 helps

one to develop a very quick arm
action. With tennis ball you
have to use vour full strength.
When you are 15 or 16, it also
helps you to learn how to swin
the ball. Shoaib Akhtar auS’
myself have learnt fast bowling
on tennis ball, playing in the
samme town.

DSS: Against whom you
wouldn't want to bowl with the
new ball?

MA: | will not want to face
Imzamam with the new ball. He
has got so much time before
playing shots that even if you
are a fast bowler... you will just
feel that you are a medium

acer. He has got the timing and
ieight, Same delivery we bowl
to other batsman. thing would
be different.

DSS: Who 1s going to win the
Pepsi Asia Cup?

MA: Looking at our perfor-
mance here so far, in Sharjah

and in West Indies, we are doing

really very well. And, | think,
Inshallah Pakistan will win
this tournament.

DSS: How s
wicket?

MA: You can’t say 1 's a good
bowling wicket. | like “"i
dium and the atmosplhe,

the Dhaka

s5ta-

The

crowd is very good liere. [t the

wicket s very flat Lere like
Sharjah.

" football
| Moores University.

at Liverpool John

"If his hips are more ‘open’,

| or angled away from the goal-

keeper, the Kick tends to go to
thie left of the keeper.”

Williams showed goalkeep-
ers life-sized video footage of
penalties being taken. filmed
from the viev.point of a keeper
standing in the centre ol the
goal, |

The film was stopped four
times during the sequence -- 120
milliseconds before the kick, 40
milliseconds before, at the
oint of impact, and 40 mil-
iseconds afterwards -- and the

goalkeepers were asked to pre-
dict where the ball was being
placed.

They also filled out ques-
tionnaires asking them what
they looked out for.

Apart from the hips, "the
angle of the runup, the orienta-
tion of the non-Kicking foot,
the orientation of the lower leg
and the lean of the trunk were
all important,” Willilams told
New Scientist.

ROMANIAN ROSU

SIGNS FOR

- NUMANCIA
MADRID: Romanian inter-
national Laurentiu Rosu has

signed a four-year contract with
Spanish First Division side
Numancia, press reports said
here Wednesday.

The 24-year-old Steaua
Bucharest midfielder, a mem-
ber of Romanian's squad for the
Euro 2000 finals, will cost 1.25
million dollars, the AS daily
said.

Rosu joined Steaua in 1993
Foing on to win five Romanian
eague titles and three Roma-
nian cups.

He won his first cap against
Portugal in October, 1998.

LAURENTIU ROSU

NO CHANGES
TO ENG-GER

FIXTURE

LONDON: The flashpoint
Euro 2000 finals match between
England and Germany will go
ahead as planned at the contro-
versial Charleroi stadium, a top
Belgian -official. said Wednes-
day,; SYees sl

“The choice of the 30,000-ca-
pacity Le Mambourg stadium
for the match has been widely
criticised, with concerns voiced
about safety inside the small,
steep-sided venue and outside in
the city's narrow streels.

Sepp Blatter, president of
football's world governing body
FIFA, has added his voice to
those suggesting that a switch of
venue should be considered.

But Jan de Grave, Belgium's
Euro 2000 tournament
spokesman, made it plain there
would be no change of venue

“"We are very deternmnined that
it is not going to be moved," he
told BBC Racdio 4's Today pro-
gramine,

"Preparations have been
made. The fire brigade has been
doing exercises in Charleroi;
police have been doing exer-
cises: we have had an interna-
tional game, Belgium v Portu-
%gal. as a test case there, so we
eel that every precaution that
should have been taken has
been taken so that the match
can go through there.

"We have to rely on the green
light that is being given by ev-
erybody involved - these people
are professionals, the fire
brigade, police, Ministry of In-
terior and UEFA.

'Everybody knows what they
are talking about, they all feel
confident that the game can go
through there."

Asked if he was saying the
Belgian authorities would be in
commplete control in the event of
trouble in the stands or around
the stadium, de Grave said: "Yes,
that's what I'm trying to say."

The England-Germany
match kicks off at 1845 GMT on
June 17,

a

CASABLANCA. Morocco,
June 7: France fired off an an
ominous warning to its rivals
for the Euro 2000 title with a
stunning 5-1 win over Morocco
here which confirmed that the

World Champlions are ready
and raring to go, reports AFP.

- It was the last French match
before they open their campalgn
with a Group D mateh against
Denmark in Bruges on Sunday
and Roger Lemerre's men
appear to have timed their run
to perfection.

Goals from five different
strikers - Yourl Djorkaeff,
Christophe Dugarry, Sylvain
Wiltord, Nicolas Anelka and
Thierry Henry - confirmed that
that old French falling - a lack
of a potent strike force - s a
thing of the past.

In particular 21-year-uld

Anelka and 22-year-old Henry,
two supremely talented players
from immigrant families in the
Paris suburbs, linked superbly
and thelr fledgling partnership
could set Euro 2000 alight.

"“When a country has so
many players with this kind of
talent at its disposal, then it s
blessed indeed.” sald Lemerre
after the win over a good Mo-
rocco side in Casablanca late
Tuesday. |

Changed days indeed for
Lemerre, who took over from
his old friend and colleague
Alme Jacquet after the French
won the World Cup in July,
1998,

A stuttering qualifyving cam-
paign for the hum 2000 finals
which saw the French come
within minutes of elimination
and reports that Lemerre had
lost authority to his world-cup
winning players left him close
to resignation.

But gradually things have
fallen into place and the since
thelr qualification, the French
have won six and drawn one ol
their preparatory friendlies.

Wins over Croatia (twice),
Poland, Scotland, Slovenia and
the rout of Maroeoo al o ¥

World champs tlex muscles

the 2-2 draw against Japan in
Morocco on Saturday have
brought 18 goals with just five
against,

The marvellons World Cup
defence is still In place an-
chored around Laurent Blanc
and Marcel Desailly with
Manchester United-bound Fa-
bien Barthez a rock in the goals
behind them.

In midfield, skipper Didier
Deschamps may be struggling to
regain top form after a spate of
strength-sapping injuries, but
incomparable playmaker Zine-
dine Zidane is 5?10\»’[11‘ signs
that he is close to being back to
the form that destroyved Brazil
in the World Cup final.

Attack remained the prob-
lem, but Anelka of Real Madrid,
Henry ol Arsenal and Monaco's
David Trezepuet all had (mpres-
sive ends to thelr seasons.

And with the more experi-
enced Wiltord and Dugarry as
backup, Lemerre now has an
embarrassment of choices for
liis strike lorce.

France play in Group D
alemp with the Netherlanes,
Denmeor k o vl the Czech Repiih-

|

worry for
‘Socceroos

SYDNEY, June 71 High-pro-
file Australian stars ark
Bosnich and Mark Viduka are
in doubt for the three-game in-
lernational football series
agalnst Paraguay, beginning
here on Friday night, reports
AFP.

Bosnich's troublesome ham-
string threatens to keep him out
of the entire series and had also
jeopardised his career with En-
Eliah champlons Manchester

nited. :

‘I'm rehabbing it continu-
osly and vigorously and I'm
having a [litness test tomorrow
and hupefully I'll be A-OK for
F!‘rlday, Bosnich said Wednes-
day.

‘I am hopeful, I'm positive
and if I play on Friday I'll con-
tinue to play - if selected - for
the other two games, that's
down to the boss.

“If 1 don't make it Friday.
then I won't risk it for the other
two games.”

Viduka missed the last three
league games of Glasgow Celtic's
season because of an ankle -
Jury which had been treated in
Scotland and Melbourne.

“I'll have to see, I'll have to
talk to the physio,” Viduka said.

"At this stage it's pretty
weak, | haven't been doing
anything on it."

While not doing any physi-
cal work, Viduka did plenty of
sidestepping when asked about
his club future, with specula-
tion rife he will leave Celtic and
join either Leeds United or
Fiorentina.

ViduKka, the reigning Scot-

tish Premier League player of
the year and top scorer, had yet
to speak to new Celtic manager
Martin O'Neill but said "the best
thing is to talk to him one on
one and see what he has got to
say.
Viduka said he enjoyed play-
ing alongside Leeds star Harry
Kewell when teaming up for
Australia, and when asked if he
would like that acquaintance
more regular at Leeds, he was
coy but admitted the English
premiership is "the most high
profile league in the world and
everyone would like to play in
it.”

Viduka said any new club
must accept he's committed to
regularly flying home to repre-
sent Australia,

‘They know that, it comes
with me," he said.

Bosnich warned media -off
asking him about his future at
United, where new signing Fa-
bien Barthez the hero of
France's 1998 World Cup win -
was expected to be the first
choice 'keeper next season.

Bosnich's recurring ham-
string problems and a personal-
ity clash with manager Alex
Ferguson had put him on the
outer at Old Trafford.

Bosnich said he would not
play in the Olympic Games, as
he thought a'younger keeper
should get the opportunity, but
undoubtedly he wouldn't risk a
month away from the European
season when there was a chance
of a move to another club.

Viduka said he was keen. to
play in the Games, and was
likely to be one of Australia's
three over-23 players.

Phillips best
in the
Premiership

LONDON, June 7: England
striker Kevin Phillips has been
named the English Premier
League’'s player of the year by
the competition’s sponsors Car-

KEVIN PHILLIPS

ling, reports Reuters.

%‘tli]lipﬁ the league's top
scorer, netted 30 times in the
league for Peter Reid's Sunder-
land side in their first year af-
ter winning promotion.

The award is timely boost for
the 26-year-old, whose perfor-
mances have earned him a
place in England's Euro 2000
squad, not least because Eng-
land coach Kevin Keegan was
on the panel which selected the
winner.

"You can't argue with the
stats and 30 goals in one sea-
son is a phenomenal strike
rate. If he can continue this
form during Euro 2000 he will
make himself a national hero.”
the panel said in a statement,

Phillips, who played in Eng-
land's 2-1 win over Malta on
Saturday, is expected to be on
the substitutes bench for Eng-
land's first Euro 2000 game
against Portugal on Monday,

Wﬁght set for
Swansong

LONDON, June 7: Former
England and Arsenal striker
lan Wright has announced that
he is to quit professional foot-
ball, reports AFP.

Wright, who helped Burnley
gain promotion to the First Di-
vision last season, said he
wanted to spend more thme with
his Tamily.

e I o e e T o e e e e e e e, ey = L e S o T L R | o i e e s ——

iyl ¥

England coach Kevin Keegan (C)
sion at the Euro 2000 squad’s training base at Bisham Abbey yesterday.

talking with some of

his players during a practice 3;5-

—AFP photo

Bi ggest off-field challenge ever

LONDON. June 7:After
months of fine-tuning their
plans and honing their skills,
the waiting is almost over as

Europe’'s most formidable out-
fits head to Holland and Bel-
gium for one of the biggest
challenges of their careers - and
the football teains they follow
are also starting to arrive, re-
ports AFP,

For some, the most signifi-
cant battles at Euro 2000 will
not be taking place on football
pitches but in the streets and
squares of the host cities and
towns across the Lowlands.

Police intelligence officers
are in little doubt that the
thugs, mainly from England,
but also from Germany, Turkey
and Holland and even a handful
from Scandinavia, are bent on
staging a series of major show-
downs.

Whether the hooligans make
it past heavily policed borders
and whether those that get in
can be prevented from sparking
mass disorder are different
matters.

But police have all but given
up pretending that the Euro-
pean Championship will pass
off without serious outbreaks of
violence - in spite of the exhaus-
tive efforts of govermments and
security forces in recent years.

A recent survey amongst 400
Dutch police officers found that
90 percent of them believed ri-
oting was inevitable.

Police fear that the recent
killings of two Leeds United
fans by Turkish thugs in Istan-
bul, followed by the clashes be-
tween Arsenal and Galatasaray
fans at the UEFA final in

Copenhagen, has made retalia-
tion and revenge attacks by En-
glish hooligans inevitable.
Geographically, the host na-
tions stand at the very centre of
European hooliganism. To the

| west a few dozen miles across

the North Sea lies England, the
spiritual home of the violent
football thug.

Bordering the countries to

the east is Germany, a count
which has proved to be an effi-
clent producer of (ts own dis-
tinctive brand of hooligan in
recent years.

The host nations them-
selves, especially the Nether-
lands, have been blighted by
their own home-grown violence
problems since contracting ‘the
English disease’ sometime in
the 1980s,

In Belginm, the spectre of
hooliganism 1is particularly
hauntin% following the 1985
Heysel Stadium disaster in
Brussels when 39 Juventus fans
were crushed to death in a
stampede to escape rioting Liv-
erpool fans,

The small size of the two
countries - allowing rapid mo-
bilisation of rival groups - as
well as their easy accessibility
by air, water, rail and road, has
increased fears that Euro 2000
could descend into a hooligan
free-for-all.

In an effort to pool resources
and harmonise anti-hooligan
arrangements the Dutch and
Belgian governments have
signed accords with their
British, French and German
counterparts, The agreements
will help police control the
movement of supporters and
exchange information on trou-
blemakers.

The accords form just one
part ol a range of measures
taken to ensure that the finals.
potentially the most com-
bustible since Germany 1988,
pass off without major trouble.

Dutch police have an-
nounced that they will have
4,000 officers on permanent
duty with 20,000 on reserve who
can be called up at short notice
in the event of serious trouble.
Belgium has said that over
30,000 officers will be avail-
able.

Black market ticket sales,
seen as a major problem in the
fight against hooliganism. have
been the object of a zealous
crackdown by the authorities.
~ Following the failure to stop
the ticket touts at France 98 and
Euro 96 - the only major defi-
ciencies in the security ar-
rangements at those tourna-
ments - Euro 2000 organisers
have successfully lobbied the
Dutch and Belgian parliaments
to criminalise black market
ticket sales.

A flourishing black market,

——

it is argued, would encourage
thousands of ticketless fans to
travel to the event and ruin all
hopes of maintaining the cru-
clal segregation of rival sup-
porters.

It could also lead to hundreds
of fans wandering the streels
bent on causing lmublt\

following their fallure to gerg

into matches.

Organisers have also made
sure that all 1.2 million tickets
have been sold to individuals or
through national football asso-
ciations to engure that blocks of
tickets do not fall into the
hands of travel agents with
scant regard for security ar-
rangements.

icket holders will be asked
to provide proof of identity to
the name on the ticket. Euro
2000 organisers have promised
that these checks will definitely
happen.

The Belgian and Dutch au-
thorities have also activated
dormant legislation to tighten
up their borders to keep out
hooligans. Germany has an-

nounced that it will step up

surveillance of fans heading to
Holland and Belgium.

The German authorities
have revealed plans to stamp
the passports and restrict the
travel of known troublemakers

a policy which prompted a
demonstration in March by 400
hooligans in Berlin protesting
at what they saw as the in-
fringement of their human
rights.

“The Dutch have also given
the police powers to hold sus-
pect troublemakers and Impose
on-the-spot fines of up to 350

. dolars, for, offences rangin

‘from abusive chanting to illega
ticket sales and drunkenness in

public.
The host nations have also

set up systems of 'accelerated’

justice with magistrates on duty
24 hours a day to impose im-
mediate sanctions on offenders
which include imprisonment
and deportation.

The maitch between England
and Germany in the southern
Belgian town of Charleroi is
widely regarded as the fixture
with the most potential for vio-
lence.

The 30.000 capacity stadium
is ctonsidered as. being wildly
inadequate for a match fhat
many believe could have sold

FBrazil may pull out of 2006 race

Mc(ivan relishing the prospect

LONDON, June 7:
Organisers of
England's bid to
stage the 2006
World Cup wel-
g comed reports
Tuesday that Brazil might pull
out of the race with South
America backing South Africa's
bid, reports AP.

England CampaiF,n director
Alex McGivan said the rumours
of a Brazilian pullout are
"nothing but good news" for the
English bid.

"Not only would it simplify
the whole process but | feel cer-
tain it would increase our sup-
port," said McGivan, who is
bidding against Brazil, South
Africa, Germany and Morocco
for the right to stage the 2006
event.

FIFA's 24-man exectitive
committee will select the 2006
host country July 6 in Zurich,
Switzerland. South Africa,
Germany and England appear
to be the front-runners.

While McGivan believes two
of the three South American
votes will go to England, the Fi-
nancial Times reported Tuesday
that Brazil will mnake a deal
with the South Africans to back
their campaign for 2006 in re-

‘turn for the Africans' support of

a Brazililan candidacy for 2010.

The paper said the deal was
put together by Danny Jordaan,
campaign director of the South
Alrica bid: Ricardo Teixeira,
head of the Brazillans soccer
federation; and former FIFA

resident Joao Havelange, a

razilian who is reported to be
a keen supporter of the South
African bid.

The paper quoted Jordaan
as saying the African soccer
lederation, CAF, supported the
deal and officials are soon to
have talks with former Brazil-
lan star Zico, who is chairman
of Brazil's bid,

"Zico sald Brazil Is prepared
to withdraw on the basis that
CAF supports them in 2010."
the Financial Times quoted Jor-
daan as saying.

According to McGivan, that

may not necessarily guarantee

the other two Concacafl votes.
"Brazil may vote for South

Africa, but | do not believe that

McGIVAN

means that the other South
Americans will.," McGivan said.
"We have had many meetings
with Argentina and Paraguay
and they have indicated to us
that they will support us.

"Equally important for us,
Brazil's withdrawal will
strengthen our chances of se-
curing the three Concacaf votes.

"When we met Ricardo Teix-
eira of Brazil 10 days ago we
both agreed that we were tight-
ing each other for the Concacaf
votes, With Brazil out of the
equation, we would be even
more confident of getting those."
McGivan said.

"More than ever, | am con-
vinced that there are only three
serious runners in the race ancd
that Germany are in third
place. If England make the fi-
nal two, I am confident we will
win."

“This s just speculation at
the moment, but it would not
surprise me if Brazil did pull
out,” McGivan said. "It appears
they are only going to get three
votes and it Is possible they are
trying to find a face-saving way
out.”

"Brazil seem to recognize the
weakness of their own position
and are more interested in
2010."

"Four weeks is a long tine in

this campaign so 1 do not see
how Brazil can seriously think
that they can secure support
now for something which is four
years away.
" "The idea that you can make
deals four years down the road
is wholly unrealistic. For one
thing the FIFA Executive Com-
mittee members may change.
So | don't think any Kind of
comuitment for 2010 means a
lot.

PBIiee probe mto
Monaco-Marseille
match

MARSEILLE. France, June 7:
The police inquiry into last
season’'s heated French First
Division clash between Monaco
and Marseille is continuing, a
judicial source reported here
Tuesday, reports AFP.

The investigation is goin
ahead despite the withdrawal o
an official complaint lodged by
Monaco's Argentine plaver
Marcelo Gallardo against one of
the Marseille plavers.

“The retraction of the com-
plaint does not alter the crimi-
nal nature of the offence.” a
spokesman for the public pros-
ecutor explained.

Gallardo was reportedly hit
in the players' tunnel at Mar-
seille’'s Stade Velodrome at half
time during the April 7 fixture,
resulting in the Argentine lodg-
ing an official complainl
against Marseille's Peter Lucein
and assistant trainer
Christophe Galtier.

Fellow Monaco man Marco
Simone lodged a separate conk
plaint against Patrick Blon-
dean, which has not been with-
drawn.
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