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10 unnatural
deaths in

seven days

From Our Correspondent -

FENI, June 7: At least 10 un-
natural deaths were reported In
seven days from May 25 to May
31 in the district.

Of them, two alleged robbers
were beaten to death by vil-
lagers at Sarajpur under Son-
Bgﬂzilﬂ upazila at night on Ma
26. The victims were identifie
as Anwar Hossain, 35, of village
Charchandia and Suman, 22, of
village Sarajpur. Three people
were electrocuted at Alampur
village in Daganbhuiyan up-
azila on May 26. The victims-
Rustam, 25, Giasuddin, 20, and
Russell, 20,- came in touch with
a live electric wire snapped dur-
ing storm on May 25. Farque,
22, of village Char Chandia un-
der Sonagazi upazila was Kkilled
in a bomb blast while making
bomb on May 25. }"»h:-hunnm;‘ﬁv
llias, 25, of village Charcharn-
dia under Sonagazi upazila was
killed in lightning during
storm on May 27 when he was
returning home from paddy
field. An alleged terrorist was
shiot dead by unidentified hood-
lums at village Chaigaria under
Chhagaluvia upazila on May
25. He was identified as Tipu,
27, of village Dalal Bazar under
Laxmipur district. Karimullah,
50, of village Hassanpur under
Sadar upazila was crushed un-
der the wheels of train at Hos-
sanpur outer crossing on May
27. Khorshed Alam, 25, a Jubo
Dal activist, was beaten to
death by unidentified as-
sajlants at village Madhupur
under Sadar upazila on May 31.

Fake police
official held
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Golden paddy: Now is the

time.
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amalpur district are very busy in
of Mollahpara under the Sadar upazila passing hectic
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KURIGRAM, June 7. A y
bumper production of mangoes
in the northern region includ-
ing Kurigramm has made the
mango growers happy this year,
reports BSS.

Ripe mangoes of local vari-
eties have already appeared in
the local markets and the prices
are also satisfactory f[or the
growers. Collection of sophisti-
cated varieties of mangoes is
expected to begin from the end
of June, according to the grow-
ers. According to Department of
Agriculture Extension (DAE),
Kurigram, most of the high
quality mangoes grow well in
the districts of Chapainawab-
anj, Naogaon and Rajshahi.

may cross the level of the last

go gr

*ar's 'on-year' record. Only in

Chapainawabgan] district this
year, the production may cross
the level of one lakh tonnes of
high quality mangoes.

The total production of

mangoes including all varieties
may cross the record of two
lakh tonnes in the region this
year due to very favourable cli-
matic conditions.

According to relevant

sources, innumerable mango
trees blossomed this vear in
more than one lakh hectares.
Awareness
grammes for the growers, con-
ducted by DAE and other organ-
isations, helped mango growers
to apply pesticides in time for

building pro-

ut now-a-days almost all va- excellent yield of mangoes.
rieties of mango and HYV Am- Early rainfall was also helpful.
ropoli mango grow well in other More than 150 varieties of
districts also. Though this year mangoes including Fazli, Lan-
was an 'off year' for nango yield gra, Khirshapati, Amrapali
in the region, the production (Indian variety), Gopalbhog,

Suryapuri, Surshanrekha, Ma-

hananda, Ashari, Srabani,
Himsagar, Mohanbhog, Brind-
abani, Aswhini, Rajbhog, Kr-
ishnabhog, Chitai, Dudhsar,
Aisha, Lalman, Sandhyabhog,
Bharati Biswanath, Badshab-
hog, Kalua and Raniprashad are
growing well throughout the re-
glon.

The growers, brokers, farias
and mango traders are very
happy this year, due to bumper
yvield of mangoes. Exhibitions
of high quality mangoes are ex-
pected to be arranged (n differ-
ent places of this region at the
end of June. About 30,000 peo-
ple including pullers of rick-
shaws, carts, vans and day
labourers are preparing them-
selves for harvesting and mar-
keting of mangoes from now.

According to local experts,
number of mango processing
and preservation stores should
be set up in the region to avoid
any perishing of the delicious

LBumper production makes
wers happy

fruit, It can provide better
prices to the growers and en-
courage export of the fruit
abroad. Otherwise, huge quan-
ity of mangoes may be perished
this year for want of preserva-
tion lacilities and timely mar-
keting, they said. '
According to Abdur Rouf,

. Deputy Director of DAE, Kuri-

gram, the Amrapali variety of
mango has a brighter prospect
throughout the region as the
soil and climate suit for farm-
ing the variety everywhere in
the country. He also expressed
his satisfaction over the excel-
lent production of Amrapali
mangoes in the biggest garden
of the country, Amrapali Hirok
Garden, in Rajarhat upazila of
Kurigram district. "Through
proper initiatives in farming
mangoes, Bangladesh may be
an exporter country of mangoes
in near future, after meeting lo-
cal demand ." he said.

A fake police official was ar-
rested in the town recently.

Police said a man identifv-
ing himself as a police official
tried to enter a house at Dak-
tarpara in the town. But the
housekeeper became suspicious
about the man and raised a hue
and cry. Then neighbours de-
tained the man and handed
over the man to police. The fake
police official was identified as
Shahadat Hossain, 40, of vil-
lage Tanzirpar under Sadar up-
azila. Later the man was sent to

jail.

850 bottles of

Tanga

TANGAIL, June 7: Patients
are not getung proper treatment
facilities at Tangail General
Hospital due to shortage of
physicians and health care fa-
cilities.

According to Tangail Gen-
eral Hospital sources, an aver-
age about 35 patients remain in
the medicine ward against 25

hospital in bad shape

From A Correspondent

crowd side by side here and
there on the floors creating an
unhealthy they environment
which
measures and thereby increases
incidents of infection.

foils the disinfection

Excess patients also create

problems as they stay at the
hospital with their attendants
causing inconvenience to all.
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Series of
robberies
In Sirajganj

From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, June 7: A series
of robberles were commitiee at
Nalua Majira village under
Tarash upazila early Thursday,

Villagers sald a gang of rob-
bers numbering about 50 com-
mitted robberies in five houses
of the village from 2Zam to Sam,

The masked robbers wearing
half pants stormed the houses
of Abdul Khaleque, Samad
Sarker, Santa Khondoker,
Monjurul Hoque and Abdul
Azlz. The robbers, commonly
known as Half Pant Bahini,
looted Tk five lakh in cash and
other valuables from the
houses.

A case was filed in this con-

nection. but no one was ar-
rested,

Jessore Airport
to be
modernised

JESSORE, June 7: Civil Avi-
ation Authority has taken up a
scheme to modernise Jessore
Airport, reports BSS,

The scheme will cost about
Taka 24 lakh.

According to relevant offi-
clal sources, Terminal Building
of Jessore Alrport will be re-
furbished and water manage-
ment system, car park con-
struction, Station Manager's of-
fice expansion and road con-
struction will be done.

Some private alrlines have

begun their flight operation
rogrammes in Jessore. So f{t
hecomes necessary to further
modernise the Jessore Alrport
befittingly. The government
has taken up the development
programme for welfare of the
passengers.

Housewife burnt
to death

BOGRA, June 7: A housewife

- was tortured and burnt to death

allegedly by her husband in the
Chawk Sutrapur area of the
town on Monday, reports UNB.

The victim was identified as
Jesmin, 20, daughter of Chan
Miah and wife of Shimu.

Family sources said Shimu
tortured his wife and set fire on
her body by pouring kerosene
on Saturday. Then he
Jesmin to Mohammad Ali
Hospital.

On the next day, she was
shifted to Dhaka Medical Col-
lege Hospital where she suc-
cumbed to her burn injuries on
Monday uiﬁhl.

The body was brought here
on Tuesday.

Shimu and his family mem-
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JRC meet held

SYLHET, June 7: Bangladesh-India Joint River Commission
(JRC) has decided 1o excavate rivers Barak, Kushivara and
Surma running along borders of the two countries, reports UNB.

The decision came from a meeting of the Assam-Sylhet sec.
tor of JRC held in Sylhet recently. The meeting was told that the
rivers would be excavated after conducting a feasibility study.
Alter the study, Bangladesh Water Development Board (BWDR)
will prepare a "model” to examine whether the Surma river
could be excavated or not. The meeting also decided that the
authorities of the two countries would issue ID cards to the
workers to be employed for the f)rujcct works Flood Control De.

artment of Indla and BSF will issue cards to Indians while
DR and BWDB to Bangladeshl workers, sources close to {he
meeting sald,

L

Aus farming programme

MEHERPUR., June 7: A total of 16,525 hectares of land wil}
be brought under aus cultivation in the three upazilas of the
district in the current season, reports BSS.

According to official sources, 13,525 hectares will be brought
under high yielding variety and the rest under local variety. Of
the total hectares, 5,525 will be brought at Sadar, 6.000 af
Gangni and 5,000 at Mujibnagar upazilas. The production targey
tonnes, sources added.

'
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3 schemes of Facilities Deptt

- CHUADANGA, June 7: The Faclilities Department of the Min-
istry of Education has taken up a programme to implement
three schemes, one in each of the three upazilas here, at a total

cost of taka 52.50 lakh, reports BSS.

The upazilas are: Chuadanga Sadar, Damurhuda and Jiban-
nagar. The schemes will be implemented under "Expansion of
the Existing Bulildings of the Selected Secondary Schools Pro-
gramme." According to an officilal source, the undertaken
schemes Include construction of four new rooms on the first

| floor in each school. The schools are: Hizal Gari High School

under Chuadanga Sadar, Natipota High School under =__

| in the moming. The En

Damurhuda and Monohorpur High School under Jibannagar.
The Implementation work of all the three schemes is expected
lo start soon.

Revenue Deptt's meeting

BRAHMANBARIA, June 7: A meeting of the district Revenue
Department was held at the conference room of the Deputy
Commissioner on May 31, reports BSS.

Deputy Commissioner Lutfar Rahman presided over the
meeting. The meeting was addressed, amm;% others, by Addi-
tional Deputy Commissioner (Rve), Rezaul Kader and Upazila
Nirbahi Officer, Brahmanbaria Sadar, M Shah Kamal AC
(Land) of Akhaura upazila and other district and upazila level
officers attended the meeting. Overall revenue collection was
discussed in the meeting.

Silver coins recovered

BAGERHAT, June 7: A pot full of ancient silver coins was re-
covered from village Baraipara in Rampal upazila on Monday,

reports UNB.
Villagers said acF,mup of day-labourers found the pot con-
taining 313-year-old coins while they were cutting a rural road

glish calendar year that the coins bear is

took |

1777. When asked police could not confirm the incident.
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i beds, 25 patients in the gynae- In many cases patients of bers used to torture Jesmin reg-
phEl}Sld}’l + & surgical treatment have to wait ularly demanding Tk 40,000 as | %
SEIZEd weeks after weeks for surgical dowry since her marriage a year I i

operation which is also a cause ago,
of rush in the surgical ward.

A post of medicine consul-
tant and another post of surgery
consultant have been lying va-
cant for a long time,

Posts of emergency medical
officer, night guard, ward mas-

ter have been lying vacant for a

Police seized 850 bottles of |
Indian phensidyl syrup and ar-
rested three people in this con-
nection from Muhuriganj under
Chhagalnyia upazila recently.

Actingj on a tip-off. police in-
tercepted a microbus on Dhaka-
Chittagong highway at Muhuri-

Fenchuganj power
generator to be

recommissioned
SYLHET, June 7: Power De-
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A joint procession was brought out recently by Garo-

anj and seized the syrup, popu- o . | :
- ng time. : _ velopment Board has taken up |

fiialjirllirgg qub(;.ialfi;éiﬁ:}étg??ﬁ %he ambulance service of the A partial view of the hospital. — Star photo | Steps to decommission the | tantrik Chhatra Oikkyo, Chhatra Front, BCL and Chha-

Sharif Hossain of Dewanhat. hospital is not satisfactory. ' Fenchuganj 90-mw combined | tra Moitree on the Islamic University campus recently

cycle power generator, which
remained inoperative for one
and a half years, reports UNB.

Two ambulances are out of or-
der for a long time and its
driver has been receiving

protesting publication of fake news items in scme
newspapers alleging involvement of some fcmale students

The lone ambulance of the

Chittagong, is one of the three. _
hospital remains inoperative

Identity of the two could not be
known. A case was filed with

Atmosphere of the hospital
is bad. No one can easily move

food supplied by their families.
A total of taka 12 lakh was

sanctioned for diet in the fiscal has

Chhagalnia police in this con-
nection.

Three Jubo
LLeague
men hurt in
bomb blast

hree Jubo League activists
were injured in bomb blast at
village Char Chandia under
Sonagazi upazila recently.

According to local people,

for a long time. But who
cares? — Star photo

cology and against 18 beds, 35
patients in the surgery ward
against 24 beds, 25 patients in
the orthopaedic ward against 18
beds, 25 patients in the ENT
ward against 15 beds.

As the hospital has no ade-
quate beds an average 150 pa-
tients are compelled to stay on
the floors in different wards in
an unhygienic condition. It
takes two to five weeks for a pa-

salaries without any service.

There is no any permanent
blood bank in the hospital. So
the patients do not get blood in
emergency. They have to collect
it through brokers at a high
rate.

In most cases on-duty doctor
ask the patients to get their
tests performed from particular
laboratories and X-ray clinics
in the town though there are
pathological and X-ray facili-
ties with modern equipment at
the general hospital.

in the hospital due to bad odour.

Scarcity of life saving drug is
another serious problem. Pa-
tients who get themselves ad-
mitted to the hospital are to buy
medicine from outside. Some-
times, surgical blades, needles,
plasters, bandages, gauge and
other necessary medical acces-
sories are not available in the
hospital.

A total of 33 lakh taka was
sanctioned for medical and
surgical instruments in the last
fiscal (from July 1998 to 30

1998-1999. An amount of taka
30 is sanctioned for daily diet
per patient.

Established in 1976, the 100
beds general hospital is unable
to accommodate the increasing
number of patients. During its
establishment, the population
of Tangail was 13 to 15 lakh,
but now the figure is about 40
lakh. So the increase in popu-
lation demands more facilities
in the hospital.

Tangail Citizens' Movement

An Indian contractor
been engaged to rehabilitate the
second gas turbine of the plant
at a cost of Tk 18 crore.

PDB is expecting to add the
additional electricity in the na-
tional grid by January next,

International contractin
farms Malaysia, France an
India took part in the bidding
and the Indian company got the
work order being the lowest
bidder.

The work order was issued
on March and the work will
start in the next month, which

of Khaleda Zia Hall. — Star phrta
Step to boost agri output

PIROJPUR, June 7: In an effort to boost agriculture produc-
tion, the regional office of Bangladesh Krishi Bank (BKB) dis-
bursed over Tk 12.90 crore loans during the nine months of cur-
rent fiscal year, reports UNB.

The bank disbursed the loan among 11,605 farmers of seven
upazilas. The loan was given to cultivate Aus, Aman and Boro
paddy, potato and sugarcane. Of the amount the landless farm-
ers were given Tk 1.40 crore to boost production. Agricnlture Ex-
tension Department sources said the farmers would be provided
with necessary inputs including seed and fertiliser at fair prices
to achieve the production target.

Shepon, 18, son of Abul Kalam: | tient to recover. As a result ac- Patients coming to the hos- June 1999). demanded recently to increase
Mohammed Farid, 21, son of | commodation problem has be- pital for surgical treatment are The quality of diet supplied the number of beds from 100 to | 1S likely to be completed by CrOSS dam WOI'k hampered
Md Hanif: and Jabol Hoque, 23, | come very acute because of to the patients is not satisfac- 250 at Tangail General Hospi- | January 2001. CHAPAINAWABGANJ, June 7: Construction works on a

son of Mostafa, were injured
while making bombs in a house
of Mostafa in the village. The
injured were rushed to a private
hospital in Chittagong.

Two housewives
beaten to death

heavy rush, patients have to

often advised to %D to particular
y alleged.

clinics, it is wide

tory. Patients have to depend on

tal.

From Our correspondent

Separate body needed for uplift of N region

PDB sources said, it is con-
templating to give the work or-
der of Gas Turbine Unit-1 re-
habilitation work of the plant
to the same farm at a cost of Tk

9 crore.

Two killed 1n

cross dam under Singri Boni sub-project at Gobratala union in
Sadar upazila were being hampered due to widespread corrup-
tion, reports UNB.

There have been reports that a large chunk of wheat allotted
for implementing the project under Food-for-Work Programme
was misappropriated by the concerned people. So far, 70 per
cent works on the project have been completed with low quality

| materials and it might be washed away by floodwaters anytime.

. - . . Some 400 metric tons of wheat was allocated for implementa-
Two housewives were mur- RAJSHAHI, June 7: Speak- plan and allocate fund for the region is not developed due to (Publication) Sardar Abdur Slrajganj r tion of the 3-km long flood protection embankment from Oran-
dered in Sadar upazila allegedly | €S at a roundtable on economic development of the lack of political will. They Rahman presented the keynote bari to Bangali Para of the union. »
“ | "Development of the Northern neglected region, they said, urged all political parties to paper.

by their husbands recently

Ferdous Ara Bilkis, 20, wife
of Abul Hossain of village
Dumshda under Sadar upazila,
was beaten to death by her hus-
band following an altercation
over dowry. The husband used
to create pressure on the wife to
bring dowry from her father's
house, neighbours said. In sepa-
rate incident, Bibi Fatema, 28,
of village Laxaura under Sadar
upazila was beaten to death al-
legedly by her husband Mo-
hammad Hanif following an al-
tercation. The husband often
created pressure on the wife to
bring dowry from her parents’
house.

Youth commits
suicide
A young man committed
suicide by taking poison re-
cently at village Durgapur un-
der Sonagazi upazila.
The victim was identified as
Nur Islam, 20. The reason be-

hind the sulcide could not be
known.

Nine held

Region and the Role of Politics™
5ugFestt-d a high-powered body
be formed to ensure develop-
ment of the long-neglected
northern region.

The body should be entrusted
with adequate power to design

Centre of Political Studies,
Bangladesh (CPS,B), a newly
floated organisation, organised
the discussion at the conference
room of Rajshahi City Corpo-
ration recently.

The speakers also said the

play important role for the de-
velopment of the region,

CPS.B Executive Director
Prof Tareque Taofiqgur Rahman
moderated the meeting. Ra-
jshahi City Press Club general
secretary and CPS,B Director

L

jshahi

CPS,B Director (Research)
and Rajshahi correspondent of
The Daily Star Dr Abdul
Wadood delivered introductory
speech.

The speakers included Ra-
Krishi Unnvan Bank
Chairman and Dean of Faculty
of Business Studies of Rajshahi
University Prof Anisur Ralhima,
Rajshahl Development Author-
ity Chairman Abdus Salek,
Western Railway General Man-
ager Nurul Amin Khan, Divi-
sional Director of Bengladesh
Investment Board Abul
Kashem, former vice chancellor
of Rajshahi University Prof
Yusuf All, former pro vice
chancellor Prof Altaf Hossain
and former vice chancellor of
Islami University Prof. Abdul
Hamid. '

Local leaders of several po-
litical parties also took part in
the discussion. They included

_Awami League leader Principal

Shafiqur Rahman Badsha, BNP
leader Moyvenuddin Ahmed
Manik, Jatiya Party leader Ad-
vocate Abdul Hadi, and Jamaat-
e-Islami leader Prof Tasnim
Alam.

road mishap

From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, June 7: Two
people died and two others in-
jured in a road mishap at Kon-
abari on Dhaka-Bogra highway
on Sunday.

Acmrdinﬁ to police, the ac-
cident took place when a
Dhaka-bound speeding truck
ran over the by-cyclist and hit
an auto-tempo at about 4 pm.
Tempo-driver Firoz Ali, 35,
died on the spot and to sus-
tained injuries. The injured
persons were admitted to Siraj-
ganj district hospital.

Following the incident, an-
gry people barricaded the high-
way from 4 pm to 7 pm. Later on
police brought the situation un-
der control.

Environment
Day observed
at CU

From Our Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, June 7: World

| vears ri

Arms, smuggled goods recovered
COMILLA, June 7: Police arrested 18 people and recovered

| arms and smuggled goods from different parts here last month,

reports UNB.

Police said one pipe gun and two LGs were among the seized
arms. The value of the seized goods smuggled from India was
said to be Tk three lakh. Twenty cases were filed in this connec-
tion.

FWP wheat misappropriated

HABIGANJ, June 7: A court here sentenced a man to two
\ orous imprisonment (Rl) for misappropriating wheat
of Food-for-World Programine, (FWP), reports UNB.

The accused was identified as Sumandra Chandra Das of
Azmirganj upazila. The case history in brief: Sumandra misap-
propriated some 463 maunds of wheat out of 2047 maunds allo-

| cated for the reconstruction of Niklidala-Boldi road in 1987-

1988 fiscal. Later, the Bureau of Anti-corruption filed a case

against him. After examining records and witnesses, the Addi-
tional District and Sessions Judge pronounced the judgement
on May 29.

Youth beaten to death

JOYPURHAT, June 7: Villagers beat a young man to death at
Deor vlllaﬁe in Sadar upazila over stealing banana on Sunday.
reports UNB.

Police sald a group of people of Chit Haripur village called
Mamunur Rashid, 22, out of his house and beat him mercilessly
on charge of stealing banana. Mamunur Rashid, son of Abu
Tayeb, later succumbed to his injures. A case was f{iled against
15 people and police arrested a man in this connection.

Environment Day was observed .
* Outlaw nony v _ i ; : | =
in Ctg held et LS R S e Mills' owners violating law

e i f SARIATPUR, June 7: Owners of a number of mills and facto-

From Our Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, June 7: Nine
people were arrested when they
were fllegally cutting parts of a
ship at Sitakunda here on
Monday.
The gang of thieves were en-
g;i&td in breaking of the ship
Rivenge which had been
beached there for scraping after
it had developed a hole at it's

bottom two months back, police
sald.

Fruits for energy
Summer 18 the season of fruits, though most of the time prices of various fruits remain
beyond the reach of common people. But this year there is an exception in Mymensingh
district. Watermelons, a favourite summer fruit have flooded the markets everywhere. At

present a medium size melon is being sold between Taka 15-20 in the district town.
: — Star photo

in Khulna

From Our Correspondent

KHULNA, June 7: Police ar-
rested a member of outlawed
Purbo Bnaglar Communist
Party recently from Daulatpur
area in the city.

The outlaw was identified as
Rajiw Hasan.

The man was wanted (n sev-
eral criminal cases including
murder, rape and extortion, po-
lice said,

;‘-

Various programmes were
held on the occasion. A plant
exhibition was held at CU Mu-
seum, which was inaugurated
by Vice Chancellor of the uni-
versity Abdul Mannan.

A seminar was also held at
Mathematics and Organic Sci-
ence Research Centre with sci-
entist Jamal Nazrul Islam in
the chair.

Saplings were also planted
on the campus on the occasion.

ries have been violating relevant laws by establishing their en-
terprises beside the roads and in residential areas, reports BSS.

The trend has created trouble for the people in all the six up-
azilas and the district headquarters as the factories have been
posing threat to the environment. The factories include engi-
neering workshops, welding shops, steel factories, flour mills
and spice crushing mills. The people alleged that a section of
owners of these factories even established their factories with-
out n::rbtammEl proper permission from the authorities. The
sound and other types of pollution by these factories have been
causing serlous problem for the normal life.

Rl .



