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be fessional ca-
mﬂsny or Lecturer
at the Department of Eco-
nomics, Dhaka University in
October 1957. 1 chose to join
Dhaka University though I had
several alternative employ-
ment opportunities before me.
My decision to join Dhaka Uni-
versity was therefore made as a
deliberate choice because
Dhaka University at that time
enjoyed enormous prestige in
Bangladesh (then East Pak-
istan) society. It was not just an
institution of learning but a
defining institution in society,
which was not only the intellec-
tual centre of society but was
the nursery for its future lead-
ers. To graduate to a Professor-
ship at Dhaka University was
seen in society as a special dis-
tinction.

During my tenure as a lec-
turer the social ethos of Dhaka
University's student population
was drawn largely from the up-
per peasantry and lower middle
class. The majority of students
came out of village schools and
were taught in the Bangla
medium until they entered in-
termediate college. This modest
educational background did not
constrain their capacity for
learning as well as excellence
both in the university as well as
in their professional careers.
Our best academics, many of
whom have prospered abroad,
our bureaucratic elite and our
political leaders all emerged out
of Dhaka University.

This central role of the uni-
versity in the social life of
Bangladesh ensured that Dhaka
University played an important
role in giving intellectual in-
spiration to the struggle for
Bangali nationalism. It's De-
partment of Economics con-
tributed to many of the ideas,
which came to constitute the 6-

int programme, presented by

angabandhu, which served as
the manifesto of the struggle of
the Bangalis for self-rule.
Whilst some degree of political
division prevailed amongst
teachers in those days, this was
far removed from the polariza-
tion within the teaching com-
munity we witness today.

The student community was
then more focused in its search
for knowledge. They realised
that they carried the hopes and
investment of their families.
However, this pursuit of knowl-
edge was not divorced from an

awareness of their social re-
sponsibilities, so that the stu-
dents of Dhaka University were
actively involved in democratic
politics. The students of Dhaka
University had already played a
historic role in the Language
Movement in the 1950s and in
the 1960s were at the vanguard
of, the struggle against the Pak-
istani military junta of Field
Marshall Ayub Khan in 1962,
1964 and 1969.

This proactive role of stu-
dents in politics was without
prejudice to their academic pur-
suits. Throughout the 1960s,
which experienced several
episodes of political turbulence
on the campus, I do not remem-
ber any significant delay in
holding exams nor did students

aduate years after they were

ue to do so. The term ‘session
jam’ had not entered the public
vocabulary. Students did not
aggressively seek to defer their
exams nor were teachers tardy
in correcting scripts and pub-
lishing exam results in time.
To ensure that there was no de-
lay in holding exams, | had the
distinction of taking the viva
voce examination of Rashed
Khan Menon in the Dhaka
Central Jail where he had been
incarcerated after the move-
ment against Governor Monem
Khan. Menon’'s active involve-
ment in politics did not prevent
himm from standin% S5th in the
MA Economics final exam.
Another of my students, the late
Justice Zaker Ahmed. had the

HERE has been unprece-

dented progress in differ-

ent areas ol biotechnolo
and information technology for
over two decades. Aware of this
tcchnnlo&jcal revolution, many
of the developing countries,
particularly India, Korea, Sin-
gapore, Thailand, China, Tal-
wan, Malaysia, Indonesia, have
been striving their best to be in
the frontline and take full ad-
vantage of it.

Since the late-1980s, asso-
ciations such as the Bangladesh
Academy of Sciences,
Bangladesh Association for
Plant Tissue Culture (BAPTC),
Bangladesh Biochemical Soci-
ety, relevant departments at the
universities and, recently,
many more scientific societies
tried their best to convince suc-
cessfve governments of the ne-
cessity to develop and promote
biotechnology. As a first step,
BAPTC suggested In 1988,
Bangladesh should join the In-
ternational Centre of Genetic
Engineering and Blotechnology
(ICGEB). ICGEB came Into being
in the mid-1980s, under the
sponsorship of UNIDO, with a
view to helpin dcw:lu;::ing
countries promote biotechno-

logical research. Due to fund
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distinction of having his name

attached to a historic judge-

ment of the Pakistan Supreme
Court, which ruled that, his ex-
walsion from Dhaka university
ollowing the 1964 - 65 move-
ment was illegal. This political
involvement did not prevent
Zaker from Eraduaung in time
or rising to the bench.
Students politics, to the ex-
tent that it was motivated by
political principle, attracted
some of the best students, A
number of 1st class level stu-
dents, who went on to earn dis-
tinction In later life, were ac-
tive in student politics and were
elected to positions of leader-
ship in the student movement.
Mujahid Islam Salim, who is
today Secretary General of the
Communist Party of
Bangladesh, was elected VP of
DUCSU in 1970 but also earned
a 1st class MA in Econoniics.
Dr. Farashuddin, now Gover-
nor. Bangladesh Bank. obtalned
a Ist class Ist in MA Economics
in 1965 but was also elected VP
of Salimmullah Hall and was
an activist of EPSU. This list of
students who combined aca-

demic excellence with political
enﬁa ement during the 1950s
and '60s and indeed during the

1970s, could be multipled. The
lesson from the 1960s was that
teachers could play an active
role in the political movement
of the day and students could
remain closely inveolved in poli-
tics without prejudice to the
quality of pedagogy or the pur-
suit of academic excellence by
the students.

Whilst the campus situation
of the 1960s was a period of in-
tellectual ferment and political
involvement we should not
over-romanticise our vision of
that period. The 1960's also
witnessed the era where the Vice
Chancellor and some teachers
of Dhaka University allowed
themselves to become the polit-
ical instruments of Governor
Monem Khan to frustrate the
democratic movement in the
university. The tradition of us-
ing armed mercenaries who
could be manipulated to serve
as the musclemen of Monem
Khan to contain the democratic
movement in the universities,
operated with the full patronage
of the university administra-
tion to terrorise the campus.
These hoodlums who were asso-
ciated with a student party, the
NSF. were responsible for a
murderous assault on Dr. Abu
Mahmood, then Chairman of
the Economics Department at
Dhaka University, as an act of
revenge in response to a con-
tempt of court suit he had won
against the Vice Chancellor of
Dhaka University in a land-
mark judgement handed down
by Chief Justice Murshid in the
Dhaka High Court. Not one of
Mahmood's assailant were ex-
posed to either disciplinary or
legal action even though the as-
sault took place in full public
view. Between 1966-69 when
these NSF hoodlums, who were
encouraged to also flourish as
contractors, dominated the
campus, Dhaka University
passed through some very dark
days. The tradition of demo-
cratic struggle was not revived
till the beginning of 1969 when
the movement against the Ayub
raj was ignited with the studen-
t's of Dhaka Uiniversity joining
hands with the workers to bring
the 10-year autocratic regime to
its knees. In that period Tofail
Ahmed, who was then Vice
President of DUSCU, became a
household name throughout
Pakistan, for his highly visible
leadership role in the anti-
Ayub movement.

[ introduce this biographical
element so as to provide some
historical perspective on the fu-
ture of higher education in
Bangladesh. It is important to
remind ourselves that
Bangladesh's public universi-
ties were once {nstitutions of

constraints, it took eight years
for the country to become a
member of ICGEB in spite of the
fact the matter was pursued vig-
orously. [ICGEB requested
Bangladesh several times to pay
the dues but for one reason or
the other, no decision was made
about the payment until re-
cently when the Prime Minister
intervéened in the matter at the
behest of some senior scien-
tists.

In 1992, the ministry of sci-
ence and technology appointed
a firm to prepare a feasibility
report on the establishment of a
National Biotech Institute (NBI)
which was submitted in early
1993. But, once again, due to
fund constraint, the plan for es-
tablishing NBI was shelved. Af-
ter a forced hibernation of
seven years, the NBI project fi-
nally saw the light orthc day.
The planning minister and the
science and technology secre-
tary certainly deserve full
credit for that. Last month, the
Prime Minister lay foundation
of the institute,

The country has been slow to
absorb this technology. It took
a long time for the scientific
community to convince the de-
cision-makers that biotechno-
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We need to redirect our energies towards restoring democracy of opportunity into
our vision for the future of higher education in Bangladesh. This renewed social
vision must be sustained by strong political commitment, accompanied by
upgrading and making much better use of the significant professional
capacities already available in our universities.

distinction which served as the
first choice of all students seek-
ing higher education, most of
whom aspired to go abroad only
alter completing their MA in
local universities. At the same
time Bangladesh’'s democratic
movement looked to the stu-
dents to play a catalytic role in

the struggle against oppression.

The crisis in public

higher education

Today the institutions of
higher education do not appear
to exercise the degree of influ-
ence they commanded in
Bangladesh society in the
1960s. Whilst these institutions
still retain individuals of
enormous presti%c the institu-
tional image of higher educa-
tion generates cause for con-
cern. This change in the cir-
cumstances of our universities
has emerged inspite of the
growth in their budgets, in real
and relative terms, the increase
in the size of their staff and the
much larger presence of for-
eign-trained teachers on the
faculties. Indeed, today some of
the best intellectual talents in
Bangladesh are to be found in
the public universities which
still remain a national trea-
sure. In seeking to understand
the crisis in higher education
we should, therefore, avoid
simplistic assumptions,.

We should keep in mind that
part of the problem of the uni-

tion and Immunise the selec-
tion a;jzmcess of the VC from po-
litical patronage, has, Instead,
deeply divided the academlic
community and encouraged fac-
tions of teachers to seek out ex-
ternal political sponsorship,
which has thereby served to vir-
(ually tribalise the academlic
community along political
lines, These divisions have dis-
turbed the sense of community,
which is essentlal to the suste-
nance of unlversity life and
cmrlljpromlsed the primacy of
academic standards as the met-
ric of professional advance-
ment in our institutions of
higher learning. Rather than
establish accountability the
system has eroded discipline
and made teachers a law unto
themselves, whilst the linkage
between teachers and students,
which is the life blood of a good
university, has weakened.
Student politics in recent
years Is much less driven by a
sense of political commitment.
In spite of a very positive role
played by a section of students
in the movement against the
Ershad autocracy, in the 1980s,
the campus nowadays appears
to be held hostage by a minority
of essentially apolitical,
amoral, armed mercenaries.
These commoditised student
leaders, tend to use the campus
as a platforin for their business
activities and periodically en-
gage in armed conflicts to oc-

in society but an integral part of
soclety so that in the end we are
all responsible for this state of
affalrs. It Is our prevalent divi-
sive political culture, which has
exposed our academic commu-
nity to the maladiction of part|-
san politics and elevated armed
mercenaries rather than politl-
cally dedicated persons into the
vanguard of student politics. It
is our Irresponsibility as citi-

zens which has permitted us to
turn our backs on these cradles
of learning. Today the elite of
soclety, our political leaders,
our professional and business
community who were them-
selves the products of our public
universities have turned their
backs on these institutions,

They are increasingly sending
their children to private uni-

versities, to India and further
abroad where they can afford it.
The best students are seeking
escape abroad via the English
medium schools who train
them for O-levels and SAT so
they can escape abroad as early
as possible.

Whilst we can neither blame
nor stop parents, including
ministers who are also parents,
for wanting to rescue their chil-
dren from °‘session jams’ and
campus instability, turning our
backs on these public institu-
tions is no solution. Indeed,
this irresponsible attitude Iis
driving our public institutions
into an irrevocable crisis which

versities have played a valuable
role in arresting this outflow
and should be commended for
their effort.

However, the reality of pri-
vate education Indicates that it
is a largely market driven pro-
cess. For such private enter-
prises to sustain themselves
they need to generate their own
revenue base. Whilst private
munificence has indeed played
a commendable role In endow-
ing these universities, our pri-
vate sector has neither the his-
torical ethos nor the resources
to substantively underwrite
these institutions. As a result, a
substantial part of revenue for
the private universities has,
perforce, to come from student's
fees which thus have to be set by
a market driven process. Par-
ents who pay such high fees ex-
pect that their uffsprin% will be
able to seek ready employment
at home or abroad in order to
justify their investment in pri-
vate education. Most parents
who make significant material
sacrifices to send their children
abroad see this as an invest-
ment in a secure profession
abroad with a green card as
their pot of gold at the end of the
rainbow,

Parents who make more
modest but nonetheless sizeable
investments in private educa-
tion at home have, today be-
come very selective in the disci-
plines they are willing to pay

It is only by providing quality education at all levels that we can democratise opportunities
to a level where these are commensurate with public aspirations. By providing such
opportunities to all segments of society we can make a broad social spectrum of Bangladesh
into genuine stakeholders in building a more coherent and stable social order as well as
enormously enhance the development capacity of the economy. Failure to bridge this
divided society through a more integrated and democratic educational system is likely to
not only undermine the sustainability of our democratic institutions but will perpetuate
social unrest and set the stage for social upheaval in the days ahead.

versities is structural and de-
rives from a rapid expansion in
the numbers of students seeking
higher education and the rather
indiscriminate expansion in
capacity to accommodate this
expansion. Such a process has
impacted on the guality of gov-
ernance and the quality of
teaching. Furthermore. the
enormous increase in the in-
take into higher education has

gone hand in hand with deteri-
oration in the quality of the

intake, due to the depreciation
in the quality of our primary
and secondary schools under
the weight of an explosive
growth in enrolment.

Another structural problem
associated with the university
reforms of the 1970s, needs also
to be noted. These reforms de-

rived from the problems faced

by the universities during the
years of autocracy in the 1960.
The reforms originated from
those very problems which had
immobilised Dhaka University
in the second half of the 1960s.
The new reforins were, thus, de-
signed to insulate universities
from government pressure, to
democratise governance, end
academic zamindaris in the
university faculties and estab-
lish a more accountable aca-
demic environment. Re-
gretably, the law of unintended
consequences came into play.
The new electoral system,
which was designed to democra-
lise the university administra-

cupy university halls of resi-
dence as an urban version of
char dakhal. It is, thus, incon-
ceivable for the better students
to aspire to positions of leader-
ship in the student movements
so that student politics has be-
come victini-to a version of Gre,
sham’'s Law where bad politics
drives out good politics. It is
not surprising that such merce-
naries readily switch political
loyalties from regime to regime
in order to seek the political pa-
tronage necessary to secure
immunity from the law. Since
national politics has also be-
come increasingly dependent
on money and arms this sym-
biotic links between students
and politics is mutually re-
warding. This contemporary
version of student politics is a
far cry from the spirit of politi-
cal commitinent and sacrifice
which motivated student lead-
ers such as Sirajul Alam Khan,
Sheikh Fazlul Haq Moni, Abdur
Razzaq, Rashed Khan Menon.
Motia Chowdhury, Tofail
Ahmed, Abdur Rab, Shahjahan
Siraj, Mujahidul Islam Selim
and many others during the
1960's and even in the 1970s.

| do not intend to explore the
underlying dynamics of this de-
terioration in the state of our
public institutions of higher
learning. This is a serious and
tragic development, which
needs to be addressed and cor-
rected with a sense of urgency,
Our universities are not islands

will not only impact on the fu-
ture of higher education but on
the very essence of Bangladesh
society.

The role of the private

universities
Whilst 1 am addressing a

convocation of ‘a 'private unil-
versity, it may appear inappro-
priate, possibly impolite, ' for
me to observe that the growth of
the private universities is not
and indeed cannot serve as an
alternative to the crisis in our
public institutions of higher
learning. Unlike some of my
academic colleagues who have
fundamental objections to pri-
vate universities, | recognise
that they have emerged in re-
sponse to a particular historic
situation. As long as parents
remain concerned with the
state of public education and
have the resources to pay for
higher education there will be a
market for private education in
Bangladesh. Before our private
universities emerged on the lo-
cal scene parents were largely
sending their offspring to India
since only a small fraction
could afford to pay for higher
education in North America or
UK, except if their children were
smart enough to qualify for fi-
nancial aid from these institu-
tions. As a result, many stu-
dents were ending up in the
lesser known universities of
India rather than at the best
universities in Calcutta, Bom-
bay or Delhi. Our private uni-

for. Emphasis on business edu-
cation and in computer sciences
as well as in specialist educa-
tion in medicine and law, are
seen to be readily remunerative
investments. Widening the fac-
ulties in private universities
into economics, population and
environmental studies iIs a
slower process and usually
needs some backing by foreign
ald agencies. However even
these special programmes pro-
vide more marketable skills to
the graduates. The newest mar-
Ket-driven process is in the area
of IT where investment in
training centres have mush-
roomed and private universities
are extending themselves into
these areas.

This compulsion to structure
the private universities accord-
ing to the compulsions of the
market has played a useful role
for those segments of the mar-
ket and the families, which use
their facilities. However the
very same compulsions of the
market exclude an overwhelm-
ing majority of households in
Bangladesh from ever being
able to aspire to higher educa-
tion. Students of modest means
have to be exceptionally bright
to aspire to the few scholarships
offered by these private institu-
tions. This suggests that pri-
vate universities, of necessity,

are going to be a socially divi-
sive element in our society
where they effectively segregate
the affluent elite from the gen-

Budgetary Provision for Biotechnology

by Ahmed S Islam

logical research is a sine qua
non for the country's economic
development. Perhaps, that is
why adequate fund was not
forthcoming to support build-
ing up Infrastructure and pro-
jects relating to various aspects
of bilotechnology.

Now that thie scenario has
changed. budgetary provision
for some important items is
needed to boost activities at the
National Institute of Biotech-
nology and thereby turn it into
an Institute par excellence.

Hiring of Non-resident
Bangladeshis: There should be a

rovision inter alia to hire

angladeshl expatriates, on
part-time basis, to work for
projects at the institute
whereby they will train local
scientists and provide inputs
towards successful completion
of the ventures undertaken,
Once a project is inftiated, the
scientists concerned face a lot
of difficulties that they cannot
solve without expert help. A
case In point is the production
of bio-engineered jute varieties

with qualities of extra-fine [i-
bres, disease and pest resistance
and nutritionally rich leaves.
We need scientists working at
foreign research institutes to
come and help us solve prob-
lems In some areas. Obtaining a
jute plant out of an unorganised
piece of tissue which results
when a plece of actively divid-
ing plant part detached from
the main body is cultured in a
nutrient medium is one such
problem.

Fortunately, we have expa-
triate Bangladeshl scientists
who may be invited to work at
NBI towards solving the afore-
mentioned problem. That's the
reason why budgetary provision
needs to be made for inviting at
least one expatriate scientist
per project for a period of six
months to a year to ensure
progress and practical results.
Dependence on expatriate
sclentists will be less and less
as the project gathers momen-
tum requiring more of routine
type of work and less of chal-

by Jim Davis
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getting up specially con-
structed ouses for geneti-
cally engineered crops: Suffi-
cient funds should be allocated
for construction of suitable
greenhouses in NBI, BARI, BRRI
in order to contain pollen
grains from escape from geneti-
cally engineered (GE) crops to
outside environment. Millions
of dollars will soon be available
from some USA sources to the
developing countries to breed
indica version of Golden Rice
fortified with non-destructible
vitamin A and absorbable iron.
Blo-engineered Golden Rice is a
Japonica variety and as such it
needs to be tailored through
conventional breeding to be-
come an Indica variety contain-
ing only genes for vitamin A
product and iron. It must be
mentioned here that unless fa-
cilities to handle GE crops are
developed immediately, we may
not receive samples of Golden
Rice from Professor | Potrykus
who along with his colleagues

— ————— —
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has developed this miracle rice
nor wounld we get grant from the

USA for this purpose. There is
no opposition by the environ-
mental activists against this
particular variety for a couple
of reasons. First, it does not
contain any harmful genes
from any microbes; and second,
it is estimated to save 100 mil-
lion children from blindness
and nearly equal number of
women from iron deficiency
that severely affects the health
of pregnant women in various
parts of Asia.

Provision in the budget for
payment of dues to interna-
tional organisation: The coun-
try was admitted to ICGEB
membership in 1997 and no
provision was kept in the bud-
get for payment of its annual
membership fee of 20,000 US
dollars. The member governor
from the country felt embar-
rassed when he discovered at
the general assembly of ICGEB
that his country was one of the
few defaulters in making the
payment, The fact that benefits

eral populace.
A further constraint origl-

nating in a market driven edu-
cational institution lies in the
narrow academic base of such
institutions. Higher education
iIs not intended just as an av-
enue to employment. It is,
above all, a training for future
life. Thus all the major univer-
sities around the world, public
and private, have invested in a
holistic, well-rounded educa-
tional system with a broad
range of faculties, covering not
just market-friendly disci-
plines but the broad range of the
sclences, the humanities, In-
cluding lHterature and philoso-
phy, political science and his-
tory, music and the fine arts.
This brings together a broad
SEectrum of academic scholar-
ship and students of varied aca-
demic interests within a single
institution, which stimulates
the intellectual diversity and
vibrancy, which distinguish the
best universities. Private insti-
tutions which limit their aca-
demic scope for market-driven
reasons can, at best, aspire to be
high quality polytechnics or
technical training institutes.
Thus, private universities to the
extent that they asplire to ap-
roximate to the standards of
etter known private universi-
ties around the world, will have
to find resources outside the
market. Such a broader re-
source base will enable them to
both diversify their academic
base as well as the social com-
position of their student base
through a much larger invest-
ment in scholarships for stu-
dents with modest means.

Restoring excellence to
public higher

education

My conclusion, however,
does not lie in my suggestions
on how to improve the stan-
dards of private education but
returns to where | began, the
need to restore excellence to the
system of public higher educa-
tion. However much our private
universities will expand they
will not be able to accommodate
the hunpifr for higher education
which burns within every
household in Bangladesh, how-
ever remote may be this dream
from the circumstances of the
family. Historically, education
was seen by all strata of Bengali
society as the one available av-
enue for upward mobility. This
compulsion remains dominant
even today. For most families
in Bangladesh seeking higher
education our public universi-
ties remain the only available
avenue. Since intelligence is
not awarded in line with in-
come and social status but is
randomly distributed, failure to
provide higher education of ac-
ceptable quality to these large
reservoirs of undiscovered hu-
man talents lying dormant
throughout Bangladesh is both
morally repugnant as well as
economically wasteful

The most dynamic societies
in the contemporarv world
have reached out to the nass
base of their population by in-
vesting in quality public
schooling for all citizens and
then providing opportunities
for the best products from these
schools to graduate into the sys-
tem of higher education. The
post-war Social-Democratic
revolution in Europe originated
in the deumcratizinﬁ role
played by providing high qual-
ity public education to all citi-
zens, irrespective of their social
origins. This system made it
possible for the sons and daugh-
ters of farmers, coalminers and
bus drivers to go to the universi-
ties of Oxbridge and Manch-
ester, to Sorbonne and Uppsala
and to go on to become cabinet
ministers, professors and dis-
tinguished professionals in
their respective countries. A
similar process of democratic

that are Franted to a developing
country like Bangladesh in the
forin of financial support for
holding workshops and projects
including purchase of
equipment, short- and long-
term fellowship are 2-3 times as
much as the amount paid for
annual membership fee. No
membership fee has been paid
also to Committee for Science
and Technology (COMSTECH) -
an organ of OIC for promotion
of science and technology in Is-
lamic countries. Whatever has
been said for the benefits that
may be passed on to member
countries by ICGEB holds true
for COMSTECH. It may help
Bangladesh financially for
holding international work-
shops, provide fellowships and
support collaborative projects.
In order to take advantage of
this agency the membership fee
needs to be paid timely,

Travel expenses for
Bangladeshi representatives to
attend international meetings:
[t is also important that provi-
sion be made in the budget to
pay travel cost to Bangladeshis
selected or nominated by the
government to represent the
country. At present there iIs no
such provision to meet the cost

education drove growth and so-
cial change In Japan, post-revo-
lution China, Korea and Singa-
pore.

We need to redirect our ener-
gles towards restoring democ-
racy of opportunity into our vi-
sion for the future of higher ed-
ucation in Bangladesh. This
renewed social vision must be
sustained by strong political
commitment, accompanied b
upgrading and making muc
better use of the significant
professional capacities already
available In our universities.
This regeneration of our aca-
demlic capacities will also re-
quire heavier investinent of
budgetary resources towards
transforming Dhaka and other
universities into centres of ex-
cellence along with Investment
in further such institutions of
public higher education. This
renewed Investment in public
higher education will, however,
only be meaningful if the use of
such resources is kept both ac-
countable as well as transpar-
ent and Is accompanied by
structural changes in the gover-
nance of our public institutions
of higher learning.

How to bring about this re-
versal of fortune in public
higher education is beyond the
scope of my address. A Na-
tional Education Commission
set up by the present govern-
ment has addressed this Issue
but we have seen no public pre-
sentation of their findings or
debate on their message, nor
any urgency by the government
or parliament to implement
their recommendations. Given
the low profile accorded to the
Commission's recommenda-
tions it may be sensible for a
citizens task force to be consti-
tuted which could spell out a
strategic plan to restore excel-
lence in public higher educa-
tion. This task force could draw
upon the more serviceable and
implementable elements of the
Commission’s report and could
then introduce further propos-
als on educational reform, de-
rived through a process of pub-
lic consultation involving civil
society, political leaders, gov-
ernment, university teachers
and students. This citizen's ini-
tiative should be carried out on
an emergency basis since
{iangladmﬁ-l needs to have a pri-
ority agenda for regenerating
our universities into ceutres of

excellence rather than arenas
of despair

Failure to act with urgency
will perpetuate the growth of an
increasingly divided society

where the small minority who
can afford it will continue to
privatise their educational as-
pirations. In contrast, the
overwhelming majority of our
youth- will® remmain’ captive
within & public geducation: sys-
tem which leaves them ill-
equipped to cope with the seis-
mic rhallen%&s originating
from a fast globalising world. It
is only by providing quality ed-
ucation at all levels that we can
democratise opportunities to a
level where these are commen-
surate with public aspirations.
By providing such opportunities
to all 59%}11&1}15 of society we can
make a broad social spectrum of
Bangladesh into genuine siake-
holders in building a more co-
herent and stable social order
as well as enormously enhance
the development capacity of the
economy. Failure to bridge this
divided society through a more
integrated and democratic edu-
cational system is likely to not
only undermine the sustain-
ability of our democratic insti-
tutions but will perpetuate so-
cial unrest and set the stage for
social upheaval in the days
ahead.

This article is largely based
on the author's Convocation
Address delivered on 3rd June
2000 at the Fourth Convocation
Ceremony of Independent Uni-
versity., Bangladesh.

of travel for the ICGEB repre-
sentative from Bangladesh to
attend the annual meetings of
the Board of Governors. Such
provision should be made for
official nominated representa-
tives from other organisations
to attend important meetings

Meeting the cost of intema-
tional trips for young scien-
tists: It may be mentioned here
that there should be allocation
of funds to finance trips for
young scientists to attend in-
ternational conferences to pre-
sent their research findings. In
neighbouring countries such
incentives are given lo sciell-
tists below 40 vears of «age to
perk up their research activi-
ties.

With so many brilliant resi-
dent and non-resident scien-
tists available, the country can
certainly reap the benefit of
biotechnology The sacrifice of
three million people to attain
freedom will be amply rewarded
when Bangladesh varieties of
Golden Rice would reach every
home to prevent blindness and
save poor women's health from
iron deficiency.

The writer is bio-technolo-
gist based in Texas
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