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and those who had followed

political and economic
developments of the world oil
situation in the 1970s knew
that Middle East option had
reached a critical point by early
1973. Arab countries had more
dollars than they knew what to
do with and were also aware
that they could meet the soaring
demand of all the consuming
countries. The Middle East and
North Africa, who possessed
three-fourths of the world's

INTERNATIONAL oil industry

known oil reserves, were
supplying 90 per cent of the
international demand. Indeed

the Arabs had been studying
energy surveys and reports,
rticularly those of the United
tates and other Western
countries. Their prime target
was the US for its naked
support to Israel.

The Arabs were also aware of
the vulnerability of other con-
sumer countries. For example,
Japan's import accounted for
100 per cent of its oil needs,
Western Europe’s about 93 per
cent and the United States' 37
per cent. However, only five per
cent of American needs were
met by Arab oil; therefore, they
knew, an embargo could be
damaging but could not wreck
the US economy. But. by cuttin
down on oil supply, they hope
to force Western Europe and
Japan into pressuring the
United States to influence Is-
rael to withdraw from occupied
territories and agree upon a
peace treaty.

In fact, since 1970, King
Faisal of Saudi Arabia was un-
der pressure from other Arab
governments to use oil as a
weapon. In April 1973, Kin
Faisal sent Saudi Arabian Oi
Minister Sheikh Ahmad Zaki
al-Yamani and Deputy Oil
Minister Prince Saud to Wash-
ington DC to talk the United
States into changing its Middle
East policy. It was a bizarre
episode in the history of Ameri-
can foreign policy. Seldom had
been an impending interna-
tional disaster so completely
misjudged by the United States.

When Washington turned a
deal vyear, King Faisal told
Standard Oil of California
{social). Texaco. Exxon and Mo-
bil — owner companies of the
Arabian American Oil Com-
pany. known as ARAMCO,
which used to produce almost
all of Saudi Arabia's oil — that
he expectedd them to help get his
message across. Western Europe
was becoming impaticnt and
excecdumgly nervous over Amer-
ica’s failure 1o correlate be-
tween its Middle East policy
and the world energy problem
However, it was not until Au-
gust 1973 that King Faisal's
message and the potential
world energy crisis becamve
front-page news. During sum-
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mer that year, the US squeaked
thrnth a much-heralded gaso-
line shortage.

King Faisal became the
“man of the hour”™ when Presi-
dent Anwar Sadat of Eg{pt se-
cretly visited him. On Septem-
ber 2 Libya's radical leader
Colonel Muammar Guaddafi
nationalised 51 per cent of all
foreign oll companies, the ma-
jority of which were American.
On September 6, at a press con-
ference, Prestdent Nixon for the
first time linked American oil
needs to its Middle East policy.

“Oil without a market, as Dr
Mossadegh of Iran learned
many, many years ago, does not
do a country much good. And |
think that the responsible Arab
leaders will see to it that if they
continue to up the price, if they
continue to expropriate, the in-
evitable result is that they will
lose their markets and other
sources will be developed.” said
President Nixon in a veiled
threat.

Dr Mohammed Mossadegh,
who became Prime Minister of
[ran in 1951, nationalised in
British-owned Anglo-lranian
Qil Company in 1953. The
British and American govern-
ments mounted a secret opera-
tion to overthrow him, It was
widely known that the CIA or-
ganised and directed the 1953
coup (The Invisible Govern-
ment, David Wiser) that over-
threw Mossadegh and brought
back Mohammed Reza Shah
Pahlevi, then in exile, to his
throne. The International Oil
Companies had also success-
fully boycotted sale of Iranian
oil (as is being done to Iraq
nowl.

Subsequently, the British
lost their monopoly, and an in-
ternational consortium of
British, Dutch, French and
American oil companies signed
a 40-year pact with the Shah for
Iran’s Oil. But, that was a story
forgotten long back. Things had
changed since then. In those
days there was a surplus of
world oil and buyers called the
shots, but that was in the mid-
1970s

President Nixon was far be-
hind the times

Since 1970 there has been
shortage of world oil. In view of
the known years of lead time
necessary to developed addi-
tional American or any other
international energy sources,
the President’s big talk about
oil producing countries losing
their markets had all the men-
ace of a toothless lion’s roar. As
September ended, Kissinger, in
a luncheon address to Arab for-
eign ministers at the opening
[all session of the UN, said the
US was ready to assist “to find
ways™ of creating a situation
“with which you can live™. but
1ot to “expect the United States
to bring forth miracles”™. Arab
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The Energy Bomb Drops

South Asia is one of the regions of the world with a large rural population and low per
capita electricity consumption. The economic growth and industrialisation in the region is
leading to a rapid increase in demand for electricity. The planned capacity relies on a wide

range of resources including oil, gas, coal and hydropower. Apart from the availability of
hydrocarbons as an energy source, South Asia presides over enormous untapped hy-
dropower resources, located mostly in Nepal, Bhutan, north-east India and Myanmar.

by Nuruddin Mahmud Kamal

leaders had their own ideas ol
how to get negotiations “off
dead centre”. Nevertheless, it
was a gamble, but they felt that
psychulnglcaly and economi-
cally conditions were
favourable for the shock treat-
ment of open warfare,

The energy bomb
dropped.

On October 6, 1973 the Syna-
gogues in Israel were filled with
worshippers. Suddenly, the
quiet that enveloped the coun-
try was shattered by wailing
sirens, alerting a startled popu-
lace to the outbreak of the
fourth Arab-Israell war in 20
years. The area across Suez
Canal and Golan Heights wit-
nessed massive invasion of the
airforce. Bloody fighting that
ensued for three weeks before
the United Nations arranged a
cease-fire was not just another
bitter chapter in the story of
unresolved confrontation in
the Middle East. It quickly be-
came an international energy
war when, within two weeks of
the war, the Arabs unleashed
their ultimate weapon — the

ower to manipulate world af-
airs through economic action.
By cutting back almost a fourth
of the production of the world’s
the then greatest known oil re-
serves, and embargoing oil
shipments to the United States
and the Netherlands — and sub-
sequently Portugal, South
Africa — they dropped a politi-
cal and economic bomb whose
spectacular fallout spread
rapidly around the world.

Even after the war had be-
gun. King Faisal initially used
his influence to prevent a dras-
tic use of oil as a political
weapon. hoping that the United
States would not rush into sup-
porting Israel, but would inter-
vene cdiplomatically. At least Dr
Kissinger gave such indica-
Lions.

On October 17, Arab Oil Min-
isters met in Kuwait to make a
formal decision on how to use
the oil weapon. The Saudis suc-
ceeded in convincing others to
take the relatively mild step of
announcing a five per cent cut
on oil exports every month un-
til Israel evacuated the territo-
ries occupied in the 1967 war
and restored the legal rights of
the Palestinian people. The
following day news exploded
that President Nixon had asked
the Congress for two billion

was

dollar In emergency military
ald lor Israel to maintain the
milltary balance and achieve
stability in the Middle East,
The camel's back broke,
King Faisal announced 10
per cent slash in Saudi produc-
tion and a total embargo on the
United States, measures which
were quickly adopted by other
Arab countries. Within a few

weeks Arab  oil cutbacks
reachied 25 per cent,
Throughout the industri-

alised countries, the immecdiate
chain reaction to the Arab ma-
noeuvre was astonishing. Like
Alice (in the Wonderland) they
suddenly fell down the rabbit
hole and went through the look-
ing glass. Stock markets
plunged to new lows as analysts
and economists predicted a
world recession, hrlnginf{ mas-
sive unemployment and ram-
pant inflation. Factories closed
for lack of fuel. Workers were
laid off by the thousands. There
were growing shortages in food,
clothing, housing and manufac-
turing materials — all stem-
ming from oil shortages. Ev-
erywhere the price of everything
went up. Europe and Japan
blamed the United States for
what was happening.

r'he Arabs had successfully
splintered relations belween
consuming countries.

In the United States, there
was bewilderment, confusion
and disbelief. At the beginning,
people adjusted well to the con-
servation measures the gov-
ernment urged. Gasoline-less
Sundays, powered thermostats,
recluced speed limits (in car), go-
ing back on daylight saving
time and turning off lights were
managed quietly. But when fuel
oil and gasoline shortages be-

came realities instead of
predictions and prices rose
astronomically. the national

mood changed sharply in the

United States and Europe. It
became ugly. The public was
bitter and accusing. In America
highways were blocked by
protesting truck drivers, people
were Killed in angry
demonstrations.

The communication media
covered “"the energy war” with
the zeal and dedication they
had devoted to man’'s first land-
ing on the moon. People sud-
denly heard more about energy

than they had ever wanted to
know or thought It possible to
ask. The Americans found
themselves awash in a tidal
wave of conflicting opinions.
There were those who sald the
crisis was only temporary. Oth-
ers claimed the crisis was not
real but had been created by the
oil companies to bring about
higher prices. Some maintained
it had been contrived by the US
Government to divert attention
from Watergate scandal of Pres-
ident Nixon. The situation was
so confusing that nobody knew
whom to believe. Credibility, in
regard to the ofl Industry and
fovernment in the nited
States, was as short In supply as
F,asulinv. The oil companies de-
ended themselves in full-page
newspaper ads. None of this was
enough,

Nonetheless, it was an unbe-
lievable situation in the United
States in 1973. They were un-
able to realise that Saudi Ara-
bia would find it difficult to
raise oll production to meet the
projected American needs. Only
a few in the United States Gov-
ernment had taken King Faisal
seriously since he became king
in 1964. As the most conserva-
tive of Arab leaders he had
never played International
diplomatic poker and never
stooped to a bluff. Most of the
Arab leaders had made fifteen
different threats during 1972 to
use their oil politically against
their enemiles, of whom they
considered the US Enemy Num-
ber One. The majority of the
Americans, in government and
out had pooh-poohed the Arab
threats about energy crisis.
They counted on the traditional
lack of Arab unity. In the mid-
1950s, the Newsweek had pub-
lished an interesting article
about the Middle East affairs.
Although I have forgotten most
ol what was written, but I do
remember the cartoon on the
cover page which depicted a
scene where one Arab country
was chasing another with an
open sword while Israel was
standing at a corner and smil-
g,

It was one of the briefest pe-
riods in Pakistan of a civilian
governiment headed by the illus-
trious Primne Minister Shaheed
Suhrawardi. At a public meet-
ing in Lahore (Pakistan), he
remarked. "Zero plus zero is
+ero (about the Middle East).”

Much water has flowed through
the Meghna and the Jamuna,
and less through the Padina
since then. The history of the
last 40 years has witnessed
many wars, eopolitical
changes in the Middle East and
clsewhere, but the scenario of
Arab-lsrael confrontation has
not ended.

However, no one in the West-
ern world could fmagine that
the oll crisis was HII]H‘II{“IH{. As
the world's greatest oll producer
America had grown fat and
prosperous, feasting on an
abundance of f:ncrﬁz}r. hey were
consuming one-third of the
world’s energy although they
accounted for only six per cent
of the total population. Any
thought that they might be
forced to go on an energy diet
was totally unthinkable. How-
ever, owing to their zooming
consumption and underdevel-
opment of their own great oil,
gas and coal resources, predic-
tions were that they would be
importing alimost 55 per cent of
their oil needs by 1985 unless
their national policies were
changed. The basic premise was
that oil would come freely from
the politically unstable Middle
East and the Middle East should
remain politically unstable. If
the Middle East ever try to be-
come politically stable, exter-
nal pressures would be created
once again to destabilise the
situation. There are many such
examples in Asia and Latin
America where conspiracy and
political disturbances were
created. For instance the case of
Iran and, nationalist Prime
Minister Dr Mossadeg's fate in
the mid-1950s. In retrospect,
what we witnessed was that the
United States used to import
(and still do so) substantially
large amount of oil from all
over the world and electricity
from Canada for their home
consumption and conserve
their own resources for future
in the name of strategic reserve!
Perhaps, today, some of our
neighbours are also pursuing a
similar policy and strategy
However, there is no harm in
such a policy pursued by any
government as long as it does
not influence or interfere in the
policy prescription of anothér
sovereign government

| am an ardent supporter ol
regional co-operation and shar-

ing of resources for common
benefit, For Instauce, [t is
known that South Asja is one of
the regions of the world with a
large rural population and low
per capita electricity consump-
tion. The economic growth and
industrialisation In the region
Is leading to a rapld Increase in
demand for electricity. The
planned capacity relles on a
wide range of resources includ-
ing oll, gas, coal and hy-
dropower, Apart from the
avallability of hydrocarbons as
an energy source, South Asia
presides over enormous un-
tapped hydropower resources,
located mostly in Nepal,
Bhutan, north-cast India and
Myanmer. Given the diversity
of South Asia’s energy resource
base, sizeable economics are
likely to accrue to all countries
of the region from co-operation
in the development of their en-
ergy resources and the network-
ing of their power system. Such
networking would Increase re-
Hability and security of the sys-
temy, savings in fuel. reduces the
reserve capacity need and above
all diversify supply options
whilst reducing ennssions lron)
power plants,

Although, by and large, it
went unnoticed in the United
States, 1970 was the ‘year of the
Arabs’ In the world oil. It
marked the turning point for
the course world events would
take. For ten years, prior to the
1970s, Arab oil countries had
been struggling to wrest control
of their own oil resources from
the international oll compa-
nies (I0Cs) to which they had
given development concessions,
a practice that existed in this
part of the world as well until
1974 In late-1974, the
Petroleum Act was passed by
the Parliament, Soon
‘concessions’ were terminated
and was replaced by production
sharing contract (PSC) for the
first time in Bangladesh. In less
than a year, negotiations were
completed and six internation-
ally known foreign companies
were awarded six offshore oil
contracts. Now it takes years to
even open negotiation by
Petrobangla and the govern-
ment of Bangladesh, let alone
awarding one on a fair basis.

In 1970 host governments in
OREC (Organisation ol
Petroleum Exporting Countries)

succeeded in wresting the power

from the multinational com-
panies including the then
known Seven Sisters. They be-

gan dizzying spiral of increas-
ing their share of profits and
also forcing up the price of in-
ternational oil from less than

two dollar in October 1973) to
eight dollar per Dbarrel
overnight in late 1973. This

tendency continued up to 1981
when the highest ever per barrel
light Arabian crude oil price

The Bty Star 5

W R P R L 5 T 0 R P o s e PO o S e R

went up to 34 dollars per barrel,
in three years since 1973, Saudi
Arabla was making more
money than it conld absorb.

S0, came the bees [from the
west and picked up the honeiy!

As the result of a vast expan-
slont programme, It becaine the
glant of the world ofl exporters
tlmpularly known as swing pro-
ducer of OPEC), reaching a pro-
duction of more than eight mil-
lion barrels a day, almost
equalling that of the United
States, the world's largest pro-
ducer. The country’s (Saudi
Arabia) projection of a dally
production of 20 milllon bar-
rels a day by 1982 was met by
about 80 per cent in 1981. The
Fr;vvrnmﬂnt of Bangladesh
aced crude oil Import crisis
against the budget allocation
for the First Five Year Plan
(FFYP) 1973-78. The impact of
(November 1973) oil crisis was
tremendous for the newly born
country. In almost one year,
allocation for import of oil
would have exceeded the budget
for five years. Thanks to the
good gesture of Arab countries,
who offered ninety to one hun-
dred twenty days deferred pay-

ment for oll import, the country

was relieved from a great finan-
clal setback. The government
faced the second dilemma in the
face of very high crude oll price
vis-a-vis lower petroleunm prod-
ucts price in 1981, The refined
etrolenm production in Singa-
pore and Abu Dhabi was heay-
ilv tilred towards higher pro-
cdhuction of diesel and kerosene
(the two most important
petroleum product required for
Bangladesh). thereby making
these products comparatively
cheaper than the cost of produc-
tion at the Eastern Refinery (the
only crude oil refinery in
Bangladesh built in late-1960s).
The dilemma was either to tem-

porarily shut down the refinery

and carry out maintenance and
refurbishing or to continue pro-
cessing crude oil. An exercise
was carried out by the Natural
Resources Sector Division of
the planning commission to
examine the comparative ad-
vantages and disadvantages of
both the options (in 1981). The
in-depth deskwork indicated
that if the refinery was closed
for ‘about one year and much-
needed (deferred) full-scale
maintenance was carried out,
allowing all its employees to

draw salaries, even overtime
and other benefits sifting at
home, the refinerv would be

benefited by almost one hun-
dred crore of taka in one vear.
But this was not to im;-!:rli due
10 other vested interests in the

countrv s oil sector. (To be con-
tinued...)

.‘I;-JFJ Li‘rrler 1< (1 r".llr""lf: \ I'J'If-
tional Secretaru ane | ner
Chairman PDRB

- Arctic Ozone may Not Recover

HE greenhouse effect,

which warms the Earth

near its surface, may be
preventing the damaged ozone
laver over the Arctic region
from recovering as quickly as
scientists previously thought.
The fragile stratospheric ozone
layer shields life on Earth from
the harmful effects of ultravio-
let radiation.

A NASA press release, re-
porting on a paper published in
the May 26 issue of the journal
Science, says more polar
stratospheric clouds than antic-
ipated are forming high above
the North Pole. causing addi-
tional ozone loss in the sky
over the Arctic. According to
the article, ozone concentra-
tions in some parts of the Arc-
tic's upper atmosphere declined
as much as 60 per cent from
November 1999 through March
2000.

Following is the text of the
press release :

The ozone laver that protects
life on Earth may not be recov-
ering from the damage it has
sufiered over the Arctic region
as quickly as scientists previ-
ously thought, according to a
paper published in the May 26
issue of the journal Science.

More polar stratospheric
clouds than anticipated are
forming high above the North
Pole. causing additional ozone
loss In the sﬁy over the Arctic,
according to Dr Azadeh
Tabazadeh, lead author of the

Early as Predicted

“Scientists used to believe that as chlorine levels decline in the
upper atmosphere, the ozone layer should slowly start to recover.
However, greenhouse gas emissions, which provide warming
at the Earth’s surface, lead to cooling in the upper atmosphere,
this cooling promotes formation of the kind of polar
stratospheric clouds that contribute to ozone loss.”

paper and a scientist at NASA's
Ames Research Center in Cali-
fornia's Silicon Valley. The
siratosphere comprises Earth's
atmosphere from about 9 to 25
miles (about 15 to 40 kilome-
ters) altitude and includes the
ozone layer.

“Polar stratospheric clouds
provide a ‘double-whammy’ to
stratospheric ozone. They pro-
vide the surfaces which convert
benign forms of chlorine into
reactive, ozone-destroying
forms, and they remove nitro-
gen compounds that act to mod-
erate the destructive impact of
chlorine,” said Dr Phil DeCola,
Atmospheric Chemistry Pro-
gram Manager at NASA Head-
quarters, Washington, DC.

“The Arctic has become
colder and more humid, condi-
tions that promote formation
of more polar stratospheric
clouds that take part in polar
ozone destruction. The main
couclusion of our study is that
if this trend continues, Arctic
clouds will remain longer in the
stratosphere in the future,

Tabazadeh said.

An ozone hole forms every
spring over the Antarctic in the
Southern Hemisphere which is
colder than the Arctic.” said
Tabazadeh. "The Arctic has
been getting colder and is be-
coniing more like the Antarc-
tic: this could lead to more
dramatic ozone loss in the fu-
ture over the Northern Hemi-
ispherﬁ. where many people
ive.

Researchers used data from
NASA's Upper Atmosphere Re-
search Satellite to analvze
cloud data from both the north
and south polar regions for the
study. "What we found from the
satellite was that polar strato-
spheric clouds currently last
twice as long in the Antarctic as
compared to the Arctic,”
Tabazadeh said. "However, our
calculations show that by 2010
the Arctic may become more
‘Antarctic-like” if Arctic tem-
peratures drop further by about
37 to 39 degrees Fahrenheit
(about 3 to 4 degrees Celsius),”
she said. ! :

When Arctic polar strato-
spheric clouds last longer, they
can precipitate, removing ni-
trogen from the upper atmo-
sphere, which iIncreases the op-
portunity for chlorine com-
pounds to destroy ozone more
efficiently. The polar strato-
spheric clouds involved in the
reactions contain nitric acid
and water, according to re-
searchers who discovered these
clouds in 1986.

‘Data from the Microwave
Limb Sounder on UARS have
provided the first opportunity
to observe nitric acid through-
out the Arctic and the Antarctic
over a period of many vears.”
said Michelle Santee, a scientist
at NASA's Jet Propulsion Labo-
ratory, Pasadena, CA, who is a
co-author of the Science paper.
“The continued presence of ni-
tric acid in the Arctic winter
— which iIs not the case in the
Antarctic — helps to moderate
ozone loss by reducing the
amount of reactive chlorine,
but this could change in the [u-
ture,” she added.
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More than a decade ago, sci-
entists determined that human-
made chlorine and brominc
compounds cause most ozoii
depletion. Manufacturers made
the chlorine compound, chlo-
roflourocarbons of “"CFCs.” for
use as refrigerants, aerosol
sprays, solvents and foam-
blowing agents. Fire fighters
used bromine-containing halo-
gens to put out fires. Manufac-
ture of CFCs ceased in 1996 in
signatory countries under the
terms of the Montreal Protocol
and its amendments.

The Montreal Protocol bans
CFC emissions. As a result. the
chlorine concentration in the
upper atmosphere is already
starting to decline, according to
Fabazadeh. “Scientists used to
believe that as chlorine levels
decline in the upper atmo-
sphere. the ozone layer should
slowly start to recover. How-
ever. greenhouse gas emissions,
which provide warming at the
Earth’s surface, lead to cooling
in the upper atmosphere, this
cooling promotes formation of
the kind of polar stratospheric
clouds that contribute to ozone
loss.,” she added. "Several re-
cent studies, including this one,
show that ozone recovery is
more complex and will take
longer than originally
thought,” she explained.

Ihis research was founded
by the Office of Earth Sciences.
NASA Headquarters Washing-
ton, DC.

Government service rules permit a lactating mother to take maximum of
3-month maternity leave. Doctors insist that this is not enough as a newborn
infant-must be breast-fed for at least six months to ensure healthy growth. .
Canada and in African countries like offer six-monrh maternity leave to working
women. It is four months in India, Europe and the U.S. In developed nations, employers
provide daycare centres for working mothers with small kids. For lack of these fucilities
many Bangladesh women leave jobs fo take care of their infants.
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The Directorate of
Women Affairs says,
there are 20,228
women working as

| gazetted and non-
% gazetted officials at the
| 3J government
ministries. Government
has also about 30,000
lower-grade female
employees. More
women work mn the
private sector, although §
actual figures are
unavailable.
The condition of the
private sector women is
evern wWorse.

Talukder says a move is underway to raise maternity-leave to 4 months. The proposed provision
will also be applied in the private sector. Paediatric Dr MOK Talukeder, Advocate Salma Al of
Bangladesh Jatiya Mohila Ainjibi Samity and Barrister Sigma Huda of Bangladesh Manobadhiker
Bastabaiyan Sangstha insist the maternity-leave be raised to six months.

The experts say factories and offices having at least 50
female workers must open daycare centres for the babies

of working mothers.

The

ANGLADESH is still
}JEiSSIIIg through a critical
oundation-laying stage.

which is refusing to evolve at
the rate normal in an emergin

nation, due to lack of nationa

consensus, and confusing ideo-
logical slogans. After three
decades of political wavering
and bickering, the end of this
lirst phase is not yet in sight.

As the politiclans repeatedly
fail to deliver, the masses are
wavering In helpless frustra-
tion. where the armed brigand
are taking over and controlling
the soclety. This continued dis-
equilibrium is costing the na-
tion dearly. Where are the
salety-valves, and how these
are going to operate? The politi-
cal steam pressure s getting too
high — watch the boilers (the
natural gas pressures in the
business sector is a different
scenario),

Politics and the political
parties cannot stabilise unless
the leaders are stale. The latter
are weak as opportunism and
cheap popularity are great
temptations, while operating
from temporary platforms.
Now, on the eve of the next gen-
eral election, the pilgrimages to
the party sites will start, and

Cycle of Disintegration

The political consciousnesses of the mute
masses have risen exponentially since liber-
ation; hence old drinks served in new bottles
will not serve the purpose again and again.

by A Husnain

some stable names will take up
unstable stances, in the firm be-
lief of being able to restore bal-
ance iIn lhc environment in
which they prefer to work — for
the people.

Two negative trends have vi-
tiated the politics of the day,
One negative trend is the pene-
tration of black money into pa-
triotic politics. Black money is
competing (?) with empty wal-
lets. There is a difference be-
tween a sailing ship and an old
tree rooted at one spot (read un-
controlled missile on a vovage
to unknown destination). The
bhetting scandal in cricket Is due
to the investment of huge funds
into the International games
(for quick Investment return).
Politics faces a similar situan-
tion; therefore the politicians
have to play political cricket
the right way.

rection
who will not be influenced by

The other culture is the po-
litical violence being practised
today. When based in least-de-
veloped countries, these para-
sites are mighty difficult to neu-
tralize. as the top ten per cent of
the society control the rest 80
per cent. politically, socially.
economically, and ‘culturally’.
Where are the conservators
against these culture-vultures?

Therefore the nation will
face changing tides; and several
cveles will appear and fade out,
as a cleansing process.
Bangladesh Is facing another
backlash, and the ontcome is
unpredictable. The masses can
contribute in gquantity. but not
in quality. ns the latter has (o
come [rom the leaders at the

top. with the right sense of di-
and motivation: and

different

to long
conditions. Changes demand a
lot of the society's energy for
processing:
toms ol latigue or regeneration.

colonrtul bands of sycophants,
opportunists, and trendy have-
1O1LS.

Fhe political conscious-
nesses of the mute masses have
risen exponentially since liber-
ation; hence old drinks served
in new bottles will not serve the
purpose again and again. This
millennium is an age ol expo-
sure (at the global level): locally,
more and more high-power
operators such as Ershad
Sikdars and Shimuls of Khulna
may be caught and exposed. be-
caunse Nature cannot sustain in-
stabilities and social tumours
tor long. as per immutable cos-
mic laws,

Administrative systems in
countries (far and
near from Bangladesh) are sub-
ject to unexpected changes. due
static environmental

watch lor symp-

The newly placed ventilating

systems will exact a heavy price
for restoring
leaders should be more vocal in
iclentitving the coming changes,
and how they plan to tackle the
same (the patient is cured, but
dead).

stability. The
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