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Nahonal Day of Sweden

Swedish Music, Design and Food

Sweden — a Small Giant Mu-
sic Exporter: Pop music has be.
conte a significant Swedish ex-
port product, In recent vears.
Swedish pop groups have over
topped the pop music charts
around the world. Thelir record-
ings sell by the milllons and
they attract enormous crowds
to thelr concerts. They are well-
established in the US and Eu-
rope and are successiully get-
ting mto the new markets of the
Far East. The group names Ace
of Bace, Roxette, the Cardigans.
Robyn and many., many more
are probably known to many a
pop music listener. The
Swedish economy has gained a
lot from the Swedish pop music
industry, only in terms ol rev-
enue it has meant approxi-
mately SEK 12 billion. On a
ranking list yvou will find the
sparsely populated country ol

Sweden on the third position of
the world largest music ex-
porter, topped only by the US
and UK, A small glant!

Swedish design-grace, sim-
plicity and purity: Swedish de-
sign Is of high class and very
competitive internationally.
When people talk about
Swedish design, they commonly
refer to its grace, its simplicity
and purity. It is characterized
by functionality, extensive use
of natural materials such as
wood and stone. Numerous
Swedish designers and
architects have distinguished
themselves by their stvle ol
creating a marriage between
simple, beautiful "humanistie’
objects and the functionality of
the objects for everyday use by
ordinarv people. IKEA Is
pecrhaps the best known design

showease worldwide. No other
company has disseminated
snch  explicitly "Swedish”
design on such a large scale.
Much of IKEA'S production has
a blond sunlit impact steeped in
the democratic traditions of
Swedish design.

Today, as the world treads
into the 21st century, Swedish
design Is more important than
ever before, and Stockholm s
regarded as one of the world's
hottest design cities where con-
cepts such as "less {s more” and
"form follows thought" have
gained preference within the
designers’ community.

The Swedish food — a
mouthwatering experience:
Traditional Swedish Cooking is
influenced by the modest cir-
cumstances and lack of fresh
ingredients the prevailed in the
old days. Simple saw marcrials

such as pork. herring, potatoes
and root vegetables are recur-
ring in many classic home
recipes. Slow cooking and
roasting are two of the tradi-
tional basic principles of
Swedish cousines, The so called
"Husmanskost", which might be
translates into "good old down-
home cooking” originally re-
ferred to simple peasant fare
and the kind of kitchen that
forbacde waste.

The best way of acquainting
oneself with husmanskost |s at
the famous Swedish smorgas-
bord. A true smorgasbord Is
built around "sill" (herring).
and particularly around sill
that has been pickled or mari-
nated in a number of ways. Sill
{s eaten with boiled potatoes,
sour ¢ream and another obliga-
tory accompaniment s crip-
bread laden with thin slices of
hind cheese. After that, smokced
or cured salinon, meatballs, ox
tongue, eel, fish ples ham-
sausages, pates and salads, are
optional but equally mouthwa-
tering. At a traditional smor-
gasbord one is supposed to find
dishes of herring and Baltic
herring, fish and shellfish, one
the meat side; roast beef, boiled
ham, ribs of pork, pates and
meatballs. For the vegetarians
there are different Kinds of sal-
ads and vegetable dishes. Egg
dishes, in various forms too,
are a must. To complement the
setting one will also find differ-
ent kinds of bread. from dark to
light and from soft to hard va-
rieties together with butter and
a selection of cheese. For the
sweet tooth, one will find fruit
salads, pears in syryp, cakes
etc. The toughest thing at the
smorgasbord is always re-
straint — go many times, take a
little. pgo slowly and don't
bother to try everything.
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New Swedish Pohcy for
Global Development

economle, soclal and eco-

logically sustainable de-
velopment Is to be further de-
veloped. A parlfamentary
commission has been ap-
pointed to make proposals for a
policy with an objective of
combating poverty and to ad-
dress the new conditions created
by globalisation. The need for
holistic approach has become
increasingly apparent in re-
gards to how conditions and
policies in different areas affect
the possibility of universal de-
velopment. Development co-op-
eration and trade and economic
relations are especlally rele.
vant.

S WEDISH pnilcy for glohal

A discussion s also  taking
place about the "architecture”
required to make® financial
flows more accessible and less
unstable. Insurmountable debts
must be dealt with. Environ-
mental and health risks are of-
ten best counteracted by cross-
border collaboration. Although
migration {s often source of de-
velopment, it sometimes entails
— partfcularly in mass flight —
socfal strains that are better
tackled by working together

The ability of the UN and other
bodies to maintain peace and
securlty is always in the field of
vision. If the poor people in the
world are not benefited by co-
operation In the areas, progress
will not be sustainable,

One Key task is to reinforce
the prerequisites ol
countries to participate in dia-
logues and negotiations at in-
ternational level. The princi-
ples of partnership for bilat-
eral work are generally recog-
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Swedish Concern for the Environment

WEDES are fond of nature
S_\:{rl onlv in that concernerl

environmentally
which wants to
preserve nature as a rare and
often distant but the
Swedes have a much closer and
older relationship to nature. In
Swedes are alss
the Right of
right that
as long time
‘entury, which
for everyone
limited
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regard
quick to mention
Common
was established
ago as in 13th (
makes it possible
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Access, a

1 llave a access 1to

private land. As long as one

onsideration towuards

|

rof the Loud

shows
thie Ownie

damaging or violating the
landowner's rights by disturb-
ing the peace and quiet ol his
home there is nothing to pre-
vent you from stopping a while
at some nice spot or having a
swim in a lake.

This right has been regarded
as unique to Sweden. Still. the
Swedes’ love {or nature
created by a decree — it was per-
facilitated by it bt
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omes from the privilege of
having a vast country with few
inhabitants and of having an
easy access to nature, be it in
central Stockholin or in a
primeval forest

Even in Stockholin, no one
is more than twenty minutes
from leafy parks or more that
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poliution
holm
Stockholmers love
when they want leisure
laxing
islkinds in all,
holm's
inn the world!

minutes from water. The
waters are good lor
swimming, thanks to hard «¢l-
[orts to protect the water lroni
But it is to the Stock-
archipelago, that the
to set out for
and re-
There are 25.000
making Stock-
archipelago the largest

(el

somne

The all-encompassing envi-
ronmental concerns: The great
concern for the nature and the
environment is also reflected in
the country's political life.
Sweden actually took the ini-
for the first interna-
environmental confer-
held in Stockholin in

liative
tinnal
ence to be

1972. The Stockholin Comnter-
ence signalled the start of the
international struggle for «
helter environment.

Today, it is well-known that
environmental issues affect all
aspects of society, from large
production systems to the
lifestyle of individuals. In Swe-
den the control of urban and
industrial pollution has gone a
long way,

— "We don't own the earth —
lhave borrowed it from our chil-
dren” is the fundamental motto
for Swedish environmental
policy. Its overall objectives
have been formulated as fol-
lows: “We must create an envi-
ronmentally oriented sociely

that protect hnunan health, pre--

serves biological  diversiny

nianages natural resources in a
sustainable way and protects
valuable natural and cultural
landscapes.” The next step is
move towards issues concern-
ing products, for instance recy-
cling and waste minimisation
i1s well as infrastructure and
lifestyles of the Swedes. The
challenge is to reduce the pollu-
tion from products and the
agricultural and transport sec-
tors. With their love for their
environment, the Swedish con-
sumers have put an impetus on
the producers to meet their de-
mands for more environmen-
tally sound products, so that an
ecologically sustainable society
is achieved.

The Swedes also have sup-
port to their environmental
concerns in the new Environ-
mental Code that came Into
force on January 1, 1999. It was
enacted in order to make the
environmental legislation eas-
ier to comprehend. Now all
rules on how an operation
harmful to the environment
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Ericsson wishes the People of

Sweden all the best on
their National Day.

Ericsson Radio Systems AB Branch Office - Dhaka, Iqbal Centre, 12th
floor, 42 Kemal Ataturk Ave., Dhaka 1213, Bangladesh. Tel: 017531071,
017531072, 017531073, 018223700, e-mail: customerservice@bbd.ericsson.se
www.mobile.ericsson.com

rules

should be counteracted are
gatherced under only one statute.
They new Code also places same
fundamental requirements oi
all kind of environmentally
destructive operations, thus en-
larging the scrutiny into areas
that were not regulated before.
In principle the Code applies to
all human activities that may
harm the environment and ap-
plies to everything from major
projects, such as building and

operating hydroelectricity
plants or motorways, to small
individual measures, such as

washing a car with detergents
or composting household waste
— an all encompassing set of
{o (protect the emnviron-
ment'

nised. althongh much remains
to e done 1o buplement them
i practice. This work includes
greater sensitivity to the co-up-
eratlon partner, increascd par-
ticipation by an consultations
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SWEDEN ON THE NET

Culture Net
http://www kulturnat.iva.se

A collection of Swedish cultural
links on the Internet

Nobel Foundation
http://www.nobel.se

Information about the Nobel
Prizes. the Nobel Laureates and their
discoveries, as well as information
about the donor, Alfred Nobel, and the
Nobel Foundation

Scandinavian Design
http://www.scandinavian-
design.com

A site dedicated to Scandinavian
Design, which is seen internationally
as a classic expression of simple and
solid elegance.

Swedish National Council for Cul-
tural Atairs
nttp: //www. kur.se

The council is responsible for im-
plementation national cultural policy
determined by gr:NErnment and par-

liamant

witli civil society and the busi-
ness sector and open and flexi-
Ll co-operation.

Swedish Goals for Develop-
ment Co-operation are : Eco-
nomie growth: Promotion of
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Invest in Sweden Agency
nttp //www..1sa.se

A government agency whicn pro-
vides Information and contact ser-
vices for foreign investors evaluating
opportunities in Sweden

Swedish Trade Council
http //www.swedishirade.com

A gateway to Swedish business
and trade with information about
Swedish companies and business sec-
tors

Sweeish Environet

nitp //smn.environ se

Pr._..-.|._.-:5 data and information on
the Swedish environment as well as
on environmental work in government
agencies. companies and NGOs

The Swedish Mecia Page
http://www. svenska-
sidor com’media

A comprehensive collecticn of links
to Swedish media.

Government of Sweden
hitp://www.regeringen.se

Current information on
ment policies and statistics fr¢i®
ministry. ;
1

Swedish Parliament

hitp://www.riksdagen.se

Information about the 1

Parliament and its work arb

SIONS
Ministry of Foreign Aﬂa;ri
hitp://www.ud.se

A Swedish Government
consisting of the Ministry ir!
holm and about 102 missions

Swedish foreign policy

Global Visitor's Guide to :} e
http://www.visit. sweden. IS

The Swedish Travel &

Council's gateway-to all |

based tounst information in S

Gateway to Sweden

http://www. wwlink.se/gz

A guide to most of the cor

“'erganisations ang authorities

in¥ernet addressinSweden

VOLVO PI'NTA DIESEL GENERATOR

AB VOLVO PENTA, SWEDEN

VOLVO BUS CORPORTION, SWEDEN

VOLVO

“We Congraiuluie the Government and F rienﬂly ipeople
of Sweden on the “National (Day of Sweden '

VOLVO TRUCK CORPORATION, SWEDEN
VOLVO AERO CORPORATION, SWEDEN

SOLE AGENT:

SWEDISH MOTORS LIMITED

IBRAHIM CHAMBER (3RD FLOOR), 95, MOTIJHEEL COMMERIAL AREA
DHAKA-1000, BANGLADESH.

FACTORY/WORKSHOP: ISLAMPUR, DHAMRAT DHAKA
TEL: 956 5434, 935 3113, FAX: 880-2-956 5119, E-MAJL

» smliabdmail.net
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