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6th June — from Flag Day to
National Day

The Swedish Flag — a yellow cross. on sky

blue tmckgrnuml.

For a long time Sweden was perhaps the only
country in the world with no official national
. the 6th ol
the King used to present flags to representatives
a festive parade at
Stockholm Stadinm and bring out the parade to

day. On the "Swedish Flag Day
of various corporations in

Skansen.

It was as late as in 1983 that the National Day
of Sweden in 6th June was put on the Swedish
official agenda. It is celebrated in Sweden as a
commemoration of the election and coronation

of Gustav Vasa as King of Sweden, which hap-

pened in 1523. The 6th of June also coincides

with two
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[t is a greal

three decades now

privilege and pleasure for me (o
greet you all on our National Day.
Sweden has been a steady
partner in development. During my own tenure
of office here 1 have admired the energy. en-
trepreneurship and the courageous manner in
which the people of Bangladesh manage to cope
with numerous problems and challenges,
Globalisation has intensified the interdepen-
dence of nations. Our relations with Bangladesh
have grown into a broad partnership, bilateral

I as well as within the framework of our member-

Security

lructure,

training,

Inncrease.
For almost

{0 visit

[ries.

ship of the European Union. Bangladesh (s play-
ing a constructive role internationally, in the
United Nations, through the membership of the
Council,
troops and other efforts. The signing of the CTBT
is a further example.

Our development co-operation has continued
to grow with focus on education, health, infras-
employment
rights. The most recent visit by our Minister jor
International Development and Migration,
Inger Klingvall is a further confirmation of a
solid partnership.

Like other relatively small industrialised
countries, Sweden is very dependent on interna-
tional trade to maintain its high productivity
and living standards. Sweden invests more in IT
and telecom as well as in "Knowledge" education,
research and development in relation
to its GDP than any other nation.
more multinational companies on
its population than any other nation. Quite a Jew
of these are represented in Bangladesh to offer
quality services. Over the last few years we have
seen encouraging sings of Increased trade in
both directions. I hope this trend can continue.
With accelerated reforms in key sectors I am
confident that the interest for investments will
[ For further information aboul busi-
ness conlacts and opportunities you are welcome
the
(www.citechco.net/swedhaka).

I sincerely,wish that.our friendship and.pants
nership will continue Lo grow and strengthen in
the years to come, of mutual gain for both coun-

o other lmportant occasions in Swedish
history, namely the promulgation of the Consti-
tution of 1806 and adaption of the form of Gov-
ernment of 1974,

The celebration of the National Day is nowa-
days done as a part of a folk festival with the
royal presentation of flags at Skansen as its
highlight. Most of the Swedes will decorate their
flag poles with the sky blue and yellow Swedish
hanner fluttering in the wind on June the 6th.
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creation and human
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Embassy Website

Anders Johnson
Ambassador of Sweden to Bangladesh

Booming trade — Sweden-

FTER long being over-

looked tlie Bangladeshi -

narket is increasingly
getting the attention of Swedish
business. Trade has expanded
markedly during the last years
and both imports and exports
are presently at record-high
levels.

Total value of exports from
Bangladesh to Sweden rose to
65 million US dollars in 1999,
while imports stood at 22 mil-
lion USD after a jump of 64 per
cent compared to 1998. Figures
for the first months of this year
indicates a continous upward
trend

The higgt“at
from Sweden

export itemms
includes paper
and pulp, plastics and chemni-
cals together with a wide vari-
ety of machinery and electron-
ICS

Imports are dominated by
garments and shoes but also in-
cludes porcelain and chemicals
together with a wide variety of
machinery and electronics

linports are dominated by
garments and shoes but also in-
cludes porcelain and toys

Almost 50 Swedish compa-
nies are represented in

Bangladesh today in dilferent

SseCtors
From telecbm to

chocolate
In energy ABB is generating
more than one third of the

power in Bangladesh. The com-
pany is now focusing on pro-
jects to improve transinission
and minimize system losses to-
gether with Power Development
Board

In telecom Ericssion is the
market-leader in Bangladesh
directing roughly 60 per cent of
all mobile telephone calls made
in the country. Having set up a
branch-office in Dhaka as late
as 1997. Ericsson is expanding
rapidly and is now working
with both fixed line networks
as well as cellular conmmunica-
tion. The company Is co-operat-
ing with all three GSM-opera-
tors (Grameen Phone, Actel and
Sheba) and is a partner to the
Bangladesh Telegraph and
Telecom Board

In the paper and pulp sector
Swedish trading House Elof
Hansson has been highly active
since 1952. The company has
supplied raw material and ma-
cliines, provided knowledge and
expertise to many of the paper

mills in the country. Most no-
tably to Karnaphuli Paper Mill
in the Chittagong Hill Tracts
which was modernized by Elof
Hansson in the early 1980s
with the support of Swedish
aid.

In machinery Volvo Penta is
selling pumps and generators
Meanwhile, Swedish cars from
Volvo has been purchased by
the govermment of Bangladesh,
a tribute to the quality and high
safety that has always been as-
sociated with the brand.

In the garment sector
Swedish buying house H&M is
purchasing more than 30 mil-
lion items every vear from local
suppliers Bangladesh. With
H&M shops all over the Europe
and expansion taking place in
the United States, the demand
is likely to remain high. Lin-
dex, another Swedish buying
house has recently set up an of-
fice in Bangladesh.

Wide representation

Other well-known Swedish
companies represented in
Bangladesh includes Tetra Pak
in packing, Alfa-Laval in the
processed food industry and
Getinge in medical equipments
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! .l_(ing“Car] XVI Gustaf and Queen Silvia

angladesh

In fabrics, machines from Cala-
tor and Iro are sold for weaving
and knitting.

IKEA, one of the largest sell-
ers of interior furnishing in the
world, has just recently started
to buy textiles from
Bangladesh. Svedala, a leading
manufacturer of equipment for
construction, is delivering ma-
chines to LGED for road works

In addition to the bigger
NUINErous smaller
companies are active
selling every-
and bat-
teries to toilel and
iron hooks for hangers in the
garment industry.

Hames,
Swedish
in Bangladesh
from chocolate
accessories

|Iu:|;_§_

As a small and open econ-
omy Sweden has always been
heavily dependent upon trade
As part of GDP exports ol goods
and services anount to approx-
imately 45 per cent,

As a small and open econ-
omy Sweden has always been
heavily dependent upon trade,
As part of GDP exports of goods
and services amount (o approx-
unately 45 per cent.

Export companies in Sweden
currently number almosit
50000, but in fact a very small
number of powerful gronps ac-

count for the
Some 95 per cent of all exports
stem from less than a thousand
companies.

Over the years Sweden's ex-
port has evolved from raw ia-
terials and fuels to more so-
phisticated and highly devel-
oped products.

Wood products, pulp and
iron ore account for less thai
10 per cent of total exports. The
biggest sector is nowadays the
engineering industry that ac-
counts for 55 per cent of total
exports. This includes the prodl-
uct group that is both the
largest and fastest growing,
namely mobile telephones
where Ericsson has grown (o
become the largest export coni-
pany.

The chemical industry
increased its share ol exporits
under the lead of AstraZeneca
and Pharmacia & Upjohn
Among semi-manufacturers
the paper industry and the steel
industry are most widely repre-
sented.

Exports of foodstufl
traditionally been small
have increased rapidly in re-
cent vears. This is due partly to
Sweden's entry into the ELU
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Swedish International Development

Co-operation

WEDEN is one the four
countries-along with
Denmark, Norway and the
Netherlands that fulfill the UN
recommendation that industri-

allzed countries should con-
tribute at least 0, 7% of their
GDP to development assis-

tance. The average contribution
of the countries within UN
as low as 0.3%

In 1999 llu' total govern-
ment appropriations for
Swedish international devel-
r_rpmf‘nt co-operation was SEK
14.5 billion. Of this sum about
25 per cent were channeled to
multilateral development aid
programmes such as those ad-
ministered by the United Na-
tions and the World Bank
Other development assistance
programmes were related to
refugees plus a number of EU
programmes. About hall was
distributed on a bilateral basis

International
Co-operation

by the Swedish
Development
Apency (Sida)

The strategy for Swedish de-
velopment cooperation with
Bangladesh: The strategy lor
Swedish development coopera-
tion with Bangladesh aims
mainly at poverty reduction,
with a particular focus on
women's rights and opportuni-
ties. Education, health and ru-
ral development are the most
important areas. The Swedish
assistance amounted In 1999
about 35 million USD as a
grant. The Swedish Govern-
nent is preparing a new Coun-
try Strategy for the develop-
ment cooperation with
Bangladesh to be operative
lrom January 2001,

Education Sector: Within
education, Sweden supports
strategic and Innovative educa-
tional Interventions with the

Credit
20%

Sw. NGO ¥
7%

Demo/MR |
3%

e e

Swedish aid to Bangladesh |
by Sector

Education
17%
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Ruralinfra
25%

objective of replicating success-
ful models of gquality educa-
tion. One such effort is the pilot-
ing of post-literacy and contin-
uning education in non-formal
ciducation with the aim to link
literacy to skills development
and income generation (NFE 2)
Another non-formal education
project (NFE 3-HTR) is working
with hard to reach urban work-
ing children, with the aim ol
frying to create a belter future
for this very vulnerable group.
Swedish support to education is
made together with the gov-

ernment and other develop-

ment partners.

Health and Population: The
Swedish support to the ealth
sector is one of the most nnpor-
tant arcas for the Swedish de-
velopment cooperation with
Bangladesh. Sweden is part ol a
donor consortinm to supporl
the countrywide HPSP progrann
in Bangladesh. The objective is
a decentralised and hproved

Continued on page 9

bulk of the trade.

which has facilitated exports,

an partly to the success of a sin-
gle (A
under the name of Absolute.

National Day of
Sweden

Sweden:a w1reles

kingdom

WEDEN is the recognized

European center of infor-

mation technology. In cer-
tain areas, particularly in wire-
less communications, Sweden
is number one in the world,
Foreign investments in Swe-
den's hightech industry con-
tinue to accelerate. Companies
such as Nortel Networks, Intel,
Microsoft, Nokia and Oracle.
have all chosen Sweden for
their R&D centres and the de-
velopment of new wireless ap-
plications. Likewise, Swedish
companies are expanding in-
ternationally. Examples in-
clude SEB, Framfab, Icon Medi-
calab, Spray and Boxman,

Sweden is characterized by a
sophisticated infrastructure,
high penetration of Internet
and PCs. an extensive use of
mobile phones and a highly IT
literate population. Some of the
world's largest Internet consul-
tants and award-winning soft-
ware companies are based in
Sweden. Young high-tech en-
trepreneurs inspire others, re-
sulting in an increasing num-
ber of new companies aiming at
global expansion.

Investments in infrastruc-
ture such as new IT universities
are matched by investments in
research. Over six percent of
Sweden's gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) is invested J4n infor-
mation technology and
telecommunications. At the
same time, Sweden invests a
larger part of its GDP In 'knowl-
edge” — education, training;
R&D — than any other country
in the world, according to the
OECD. As a result, Sweden has
become one of the most wired
nations on earth.

Leading the world in IT
penetration

Penetration of telecom ap-
plications and the use of PCs
and the Internet are far higher
in Sweden than in any other
nation. It has long been the
world leader in the number of
telephone lines per capita. And
now, at least one of every two
Swedes has a mobile phone. Ac-
cording to MTB, the Swedish
Mobile Telecommunications
Association, Sweden reached 5
million cellular users by the
end of 1999, equal to a penetra-

tion of 56 per cent of the
Swedish population.

nternet penetration coutin-
ues to grow at a rapid pace. |y
December 1999, more that 52
per cent of all Swedes in the
ages between 12 and 79 used the
Internet. More than 3.6 wmillion
Swedes were Internet users, up
by more than 640,000 from the
previous year. 76 per cent of the
population aged 12-24 and 69
per cent of the population aged
25-34 were Internet users. How-
ever, the fastest growing age

group is 50-79 years old, with a “

penetration of 38 per cent,

Almost 70 per cent of
Swedish households have an
advanced personal computer,
with most of them purchased in
the past two years.

Software — fast-room
industry segment

The Swedish software indus-
try is one of the nation'’s fastest-
growing Industry segienis.
There are approximately 600
software companies in Sweden
and sales have more than don-
bled in two years. In 1998 alone.
the software industry grew by
40 per cent. Expansion was
primarily due to the success ol
increased international sales.

Since companies primarily
focus on business software, they
are not as well-known by the
general public as developers of
consumer software. However, in
their respective specialties,
Swedish software companies
are recognized as world leaders.

Large number of de-

manding customers

In relation to its population,
Sweden has more multina-
tional colgpanies than any
other nation. They include such
world-famous corporations as
ABB, AstraZeneca, Atlas Copco,
Electrolux, Ericsson, Gambro,
H&M., lkea. Pharmacia and
Upjohn., Saab, Sandvik. Sania,
SKF, Stora Enso, Tetra Pak,
and Volvo — to name just a few.

These companies’ close prox-
imnity, both physical and cul-
tural, has stimulated suppliers
in all areas of business software
applications. Demands for IT to
enhance capacity for product ef-

Continued on page 9

Warmest Felicitations to the government and friendly people on

1 National Day of Sweden
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SAURER RAPIER LOOM

The PADMA GROUP

IRO WEFT FEEDER

PADMA ASSOCIATES

Indentor of all kinds of textile machineries
( Spinning, Weaving, Dyeing, Finishing, Printing, Spares & Accessories )
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. INVESTKONSULT
International Trading AB Sweden

A GENT
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The PADMA FABRICS (PVT.) LTD.

MANUFACTURER & EXPORTER OF 100% COTTON TWILL, CANVAS, SHEETING,
POPLIN, FLANNEL, STRIPE, 4 CLR. CHECK & T/C FABRICS ETC.

( EQUIPPED WITH FULL TIME GENERATOR )

PADMA KNITT. & WEAVING MILLS LTD

(100% EXPORT ORIENTED TEXTILE INDUSTRY)

OFFICE : BCIC SADAN (2ND FL.), 22 MOTWHEEL C/A., DHAKA-1000, BANGLADESH, TEL : 955 7300, 7113163, FAX : 880-2-356 4421
FACTORY : DEUL PARA, PAGLA, NARAYANGONJ, TEL : 9712394, E-mail : padmafab®@bol-online.com

IRO AB

Sweden
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