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A Shift to CNG

A;eccnt World Bank report that says black
mission from two-stroke auto-rickshaw and
tempo costs the country an annual loss of nearly
60 crore taka draws our attention once again to the
ominous proportion air pollution in the urban ar-
eas, particularly in the capital city, has assumed, If
the pollution level, the report goes on, could be low-
ered to that in other developing countries of the
world, it would save 15,000 lives, and spare some
65 lakh people from serious ailment and 85 lakh
more from minor ones. -

Use of compressed natural gas (CNG) and lique-
fied petroleum gas (LPG) has been widely favoured
as a way of reducing air pollution, given the fact
that withdrawal of two-stroke engines from the
road or their conversion into four-stroke ones
cannot be done overnight. But the World Bank re-
port sets forth another potent yet unheeded solu-
tion — proper maintenance and use of high quality
lubricants at a prescribed rate for the two-stroke
engines. We feel the World Bank prescription can
work wonders in the short term. In the first place,
it could bring about substantial reduction of black
emission, thereby improving the air quality in the
urban areas. On the other hand, it would certainly
buy some time for research and development to-
wards finding replacement of the two-stroke auto-
rickshaw and tempo.

Although proven in the developed countries like
Japan, in our context ensuring regulated use of lu-
bricant and proper maintenance of the two-stroke
engines could prove somewhat challenging. Our
principal inadequacy is on the vigilance front that
has allowed unhindered plying of flawed, unregis-
tered and unlicensed vehicles.

That should not, however, discourage in any way
the efforts invested in economical adaptation of
two-stroke engines to consume CNG and LPG. The
bottom-line is, air pollution in the urban areas has
to be tackled in the right earnest. We know the
source of lead emission and should devise means to
eliminate it.

The people at the helm have their work cut out:
enforce ban on leaded petrol, phase out two-stroke
auto-rickshaw and tempo and, crucially, enhance
vigilance network so that any violation in this re-
gard is promptly detected and dealt with. Failure
here means loss of lives, lowered productivity and
eventually retarded nation and economy.

Gluts of Rice

UR best hope for containing inflation and top-
ping last year's GDP growth rate is pinned on
managing well the good cereal harvests we reaped
in the outgoing financial year. Sizable food crops
by themselves are no guarantee for their steady
availability at the market-place, stabilisation of
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stored ‘and préserved well, a lot of fhese-would go
waste reducing the level of supply thereby pushing
the prices up as well. We now face such a predica-
ment, one time too many, in actual fact, because
when Aus was harvested stockpiles of Aman from
the previous season at the godowns left little space
for the former. The news is that there has been a
long hold-up in the Irri-Boro procurement drive
launched on paper a month and a half back solely
because of dearth of space in the government
godowns. The silos are brimming with previous
stocks not to admit of any fresh intake so that the
targeted procurement of four lakh tonnes of Irri-
Boro crop this year stands hindered. As a result,
there could be price depression with the farmers
being deprived of fair price from the most impor-
tant cash crop that Irri-Boro is.

We would like to recommend a three-pronged
strategy to the government as a reasonably com-
prehensive solution to the problem of gluts. In the
first place, the Public Food Distribution System
(PFDS) needs streamlining with food offtakes for
development purpose falling in a steady pattern so
that government silos have some space to accom-
modate new food arrivals. Secondly, the successive
good harvests have shown the extent to where we
need to enhance the storage capacity. The capacity-
building should begin in earnest now. Finally, let
the banks finance silo-building in the private sec-
tor with a provision for the government to hire
some extra space there in case of acute need.

Stimulating Interaction

T was indeed an interesting move to have a
Iworkshop on water-related issues, participated

by students of the region, experts on the subject
and teachers. The inadequacy or complete absence
of material on water-related issues in the text
books for school children of higher classes was
criticised by the students and experts alike and a
common demand for inclusion of this important
subject was unanimously raised. The participants
drawn from India, Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh expressed the opinion that the text
books published by boards are inadequate as re-
gards content and suggested selection of books by
writers across the region. It is true that with the
passage of time a lot of changes and experiments
have been made with subject matters and their pre-
sentations and in many areas incomplete and out-
of-context studies were incorporated for the school
children.

Experts expressed the opinion that students
should learn more about their own rivers and their

water and dumping of chemical wastes In the wa-

because of their resultant consequences and advo-
cated use of indigenous knowhow instead of bor-
rowing theories from abroad.

The South Asfan Children Workshop on Alter-
native Water Management has been a step in the
right direction. It promises to bring the future gern-
erations of the neighbouring countries together
and give them the scope for developing mutual un-

each other's problems. We hope similar regional
meets will be organised in the best interest of chil-
l:iren in South Asia.

grain prices and assured remunecative prices to the g
farmers, ‘On the contrary, if the foodStuffs are. not{

problems, particularly pollution, judicious use of

terbodies. An expert from Delhi Dr Ashis Nandy
was critical of construction of dams in his country

derstanding and a chance to know and appreciate
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HERE (s, perhaps, very lit-

I tle disagreement over the
notion that the present
configuration of paolitical scene
in Bangladesh Is chaotic, con-
fusing, and confrontational,
The growing bolling politics
warrants tmmediate solutions
which seems hardly in the off-
ing. Suggestions are in abun-
dance but they are hardly wel-
come in the realm of the “insen-

sible" political moves o dis-
play. Attempts to resohe the
crisis moved futile and also

hopes, more often than not,
turn out to be mere forlorn
hopes. While delving Into the
current crisis, and the attitudes
of the political actors, one could
suggest that we go through the
example of the famous game
theory called "The Battle of the
Sexes.”

The "battle of the sexes™ as
espoused by a number ol au-
thors reads as follows: Suppose
a husband and a wife, weary of
hard work throughout the year,
decide to go on vacation outside
the home country, Where? Well,
the husband proposes to go (o
Sri Lanka where they could eat
local food. The wife, on the
other hand, Insists on going
Nepal to have Chinese food
there. If the husband assumes
the dictatorial status then,
needless to mention, the obvi-
ous solution is to force the
"beloved" wife to ride on the
first boat. Conversely, if the
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CEC's Appointment and its Aftermath

Now that the CEC is appointed by the Government after a few days of waiting for a suggestion from
the opposition, there seems little scope to undo the whole process. The main task that lies forward
is to ensure fair-play by the incumbent. The electoral processes under which the anomalies grow
should be reviewed.

wile ﬂlfpears as a dictator (nhot
uullke[v in many families even
in male dominated soclety),
then the husband could be
forced to ride on the second
bhoat.

Besides this dictatorial solu-
tion, a compromise solution,
comprising two parts, could be
chalked out. First both agree to
£o to Sri Lanka but, at the same
time, agree to eat Chinese. Sec-
ond, both agree to go to Nepal
but agree to have local food.
Remember, in each of these
cases, the husband and the wife
agree to forsake one of thelr re-
spective preferences in terms of
either the location to visit or
the food to eat. A "quasi” dicta-
torial solution would be elther
to go to Sri Lanka or to Nepal
and choose food of one's own
liking. This can be called a one-
way-traffic solution and also be
construed as non-dictatorial
(democratic!) but non-compro-
mising (undemocratic!) too ; the
wile goes o Nepal and eats Chi-
nese while the husbhand leaves
for Sri Lanka to eat local food.

The present political stale-
mate :.urruumliu% the choice of
a CEC seens to fit both demo-
cratic and undemocratic routes

I, e. a separating solution and
thus tends to demise the rela-
tHouship between contending
parties. There s also a problem
with respect to the compromis-
ing solution, who will compro-
mise: Khaleda or Hasina? The
former is sald to be a well-pub-
lleised 'uncompromising’ leader
by her party itself while the
latter claims to be uncompro-

blasé one, a neutral election
into a ri

ed one etc.

To both the ruling and the
non-ruling parties i1
Bangladesh, it Is alleged,
democracy Is what democracy
Is interpreted by them. This
universal concept is now very
much localised and pocketed to
use it to pursue narrow party in-
terest. l})dﬂmncracy would be
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by Abdul Bayes

mising on national interest as
she deems it to be, The crux,
however, could be clipped
through a volley of steps viz,
flipping a coin, voting, bargain-
ing etc. The decision as to the
process of resolving the crisis
CMErges as more jmportant
than the outcome itself, In any
of the process as mentioned
above, there Is a clear need of
‘some” trust and faith on the
opponent. Lack of faith might
turn an unbiased flip Into a

preached and practised with all
of [ts original novelty,
Bangladesh could, perhaps. be a
few yards forward by this time.
The ruling party continues to
allege that the opposition par-
ties are poised to pasture on un-
constitutional means and are
up to stall the socio-economic
progress of the country. The op-
position, on the other hand,
tend to reconfirm their solution
through a caretaker govern-
ment. Each of the sides, seem-

Cinply, feels betrayed by the

other side and therefore,
marches towards a separating

solution.

As cltizens of the country, we
would like to record our Indig-
nation of seeing one side goin
to Sri Lanka for having loca
food there while the other head-
ing towards Nepal to eat Chi-
nese. It may sound non-inter-
fering. democratic but might
cost the nation, Politics in a
country is like a family life
where despite the differences,
family members need to cat. sit

and chat around the dining
table. Otherwise, the fanily ties
are broken and children in-
evitably suffer the most. Do our
political leaders want that peo-
ple should suffer? Under the
present situation each side is
going home. "Like a couple who
got divorced because they
couldn't agree either on what
meal to cook or how to cook it,
although they very much liked
the house in which they live®.

Both the ruling and the non-
rulln? parties of Bangladesh
should f{nvariably have a
glimpse of the famous game-
theory and more importantly,

of the example "the battle of the
sexes”,

Bangladesh Is now passing
through a severe political crisis
which owes mainly to the "uy.
compromising” attitudes of onr
political leaders. As conse-
quence of the stalemate, the
economy Is in a shambles, civie
life is growingly in jeopardy,
What is required most at the
moment Is embracing a com-
promise game where each of the
party has to sacrifice a part of
its preference package. It would
be vﬂﬁ unioﬁunal: if politi-
clans find that democracy in
Bangladesh, for which they
sacrificed so much In their
lives, is In stake to make things
tough for eitizens’ human
rights. |

Now that the CEC is ap-
pointed by the Government af-
ter a few days of waiting for a
suggestion fromn the opposition,
there seems little scope to undo
the whole process. The main
task that lies forward Is to en-
sure fair-play by the Incum-
bent. The electoral processes
under which the anomalles

ow should be reviewed. By and
arge, there should be a space to
accommodate the resolution of
conflicts. It happens in every
country and should also happen
in Bangladesh. For Shelkh
Hasina and Begum Khaleda Zia
the suggestion is to choose one's
menu and other's location or
vice versa.

Will Indian Voters Turn to Congress and Sonia Gandhi? +

controversial state of emer-

gency in India 25 years ago.
The national elections, that fol-
lowed them, saw the political
organisation which spear-
headed the independence
movement of India in tatters.
The Indian National Congress
lost power for the first time in
1977 in the independent India.
And the party's driving force,
Indira Gandhi, who was riding
the crest of tremendous popui-
larity in the aftermath ot
Bangladesh's independence war
and who had established herselt
as an astute leader in the world,
suffered ignominious setback
in the polls. She lost the Rai
Bareily seat in Uttar Pradesh to
Janata Party's Raj Narain
while her younger son Sanjay
lost the nearby Amethi
constituency to a relatively ob-
scure politician.

IN[)IR;‘\ Gandhi imposed the

The Janata Party a con-
glomeration of different organ-
isations came together by sheer
desperation to dislodge the
Congress from power — formed
the first non-Congress govern-
ment with Morarji Desai as the
prime minister and Atal Beharl

~Vajpayee as extbrial *alfairs
“~minister.

Wirite  thre former
came'[from the *Old Guards™ of
the Congress,” the latter ‘came
from the "Janasangh”™. They all
merged with the Janata party.

But Indira Gandhi and the
Congress did not take much
time to strike back. The Janata
Party government collapsed in
January 1980 election and the
Congress came back to power
with more than two-thirds ma-
jority. Indira Gandhi was as-
sassinated before she could
complete her term. Sanjay had
already died in a plane crash,
and it was left to Rajiv to step
into the shoes of her mother in
continuing the dynastic trend
in the Congress politics. Rajiv
too was killed in 1991. His
death robbed the new Congress
government of his leadership

lfi’hut _the Congress rgeeds is to r:evitalise the organisation, with Sonia taking a realistic view of the
situation by developing closer links with the “third front” parties, and jettisoning the impression of
“dynastic rule” as far as possible.

but the party remained in power

till it was defeated in the elec-
tions In 1995 with P.V.
Narasimha Rao's leadership.

The Congress has been de-
void of eharismatic leadership
since then. The partymen per-
suaded Rajiv's wife — Italian-
born Sonia Gandhi — to enter
the political scene. The
Congress heavily relies on
Nehru family linkage in the
politics. Motilal Nehru, Jawa-
harlal Nehru, Indira Gandhi.
and her two sons Sanjay and
Rajiv — all played their innings
in the Indian politics. The only
option to maintain the trend
was Sonia since Rajiv's daugh-
ter Privanka and son Rahul
were still not mature enough to

wear the mantle. Sonia was
hesitant but later threw her hat
into the ring and is now the
president of Congress party and
also the leader of the opposition
in the Lok Sabha. The ques-
tions that revolve around poli-
tics of India, and the Congress
and Sonia Gandhi in particular,
are: does the Congress stand a
chance to return to power and
how is Sonia Gandhi conduct-
ing the party? Has Sonia suc-
ceeded in fending the disadvan-
tages that stem from her being a
foreigner? What is the state of
the Congress now vis-a-vis the
ruling NDA and the other par-
ties like the CPM, CPI. Sama-
jwadi Party and others? And
finally, what do the Indians
and also the Co:1§re551nen feel
about Sonia Gandhi's qualities
and her chances of taking the
organisation to political ascen-
dancy? Will it come to power
again?

Most Congressmen seem to
be smarting under a Kind of
frustration about the party's

possibility of regainin power.
The first salvo was fired re-
cently by senior party leader
and a former general secretary
V.N. Gadgil, who is sceptical
about the effectiveness of So-
nia's leadership and current
capability of the Congress to
make a serious dent in the In-
dian politics to the extent of
emerging as the only viable al-
ternative to NDA. Without
showing any disrespect to the
last of the leaders of Nehru dy-

rejuvenated since they become
emotional with Nehru dynasty,
However, Sonia is not exactly
from the dynasty, she is a
member of the family by virtue
of marriage. Parfy stalwaris
like Sharad Pawar, Tarigq An-
war and A. P. Sapgima have quit
protesting that a “foreigner's
gaining the domination.” In the
elections that followed after the
collapse of the earlier NDA gov-
ernment, Sonia contested in it
and came out victorious, but the
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nasty and without diminishing
her sincerity for the sake of the
party and tﬁe country, he feels
that Congress has an uphill
task, Some others have echoed
the same, and one went to the
extent of saying that he finds
little chance for the organisa-
tion to return to power in 50
years with current state of lead-
ership. Obviously, all these in-
dicate that many things are not
fine in the party which is in the
grip of some Kind of despon-
dency.

Sonia Gandhi came in the
scene when the Congress lead-
ership was in doldrums follow-

ing the election debacle that led

to Narasimha Rao's resignation
from the top position which,
however, was occupied by lack-
lustre Sitaram Kesri.
took over just before the na-
tional polls but could not pro-
vide the organisation the much-
needed "magic touch” although
Congressmen as a whole were

English medium
schools

Sir. So far enough have been

written on this sullen issue
however yielding no result from
any quarter. In a society like
ours, such muteness or apathy
toward a common cause doesn't
take me by surprise anyhow. At
least, when we see far more
pressing or burning issues fail-
ing to generate enough public
outcry or call for a remedy. The
so-called English medium
schools have always been my
cause of concern from the day
one of my son's schooling.

Leave alone the rip-off. un-
justified school fees that we
dish out every month to fill the
coffer of 'school traders'. Along
with it come charges and fees in
every disgujse too often to dent
our already dented pockets.
Ceremoniously fleecing off the
parents begin right from every
January sessjon, when these
schools start charging you ad-
mission fees, new session fees,
school development fees, and so
forth. They prescribe your kids’
textbooks that are often out of
the local market or mt*nm*lnF,ly
waited upon to be sent from In-
dia. Most books that are found
here are counterfeits done by
semi-literate copy-cat printers,
where you have smudgy print-
ing that are not readable even
with magnifiers (or be at the
mercy of eye speclalists again)!
But the school authorities give a
damn about It.

Now a days | even find these
schools contracting British
Council to teach our wards En-
glish langua%e throngh BC's set
exams, and they are as a
mandatory doing this, levying
us a huge sum without even dis-
cussing with us. Wonder why
these schools are for then!

These ‘school traders’, cash-
ing in on poor or no govern-
ment monitoring at all, have
long been enjoying quite a hay
day. And hapless, poor parents
like us send their wards to these
school-l1ike centers where
money minting seem to be the
only cardinal objective and we

are barely left with any other
choice. X

How | wish some divine
force had showered some justice
and wisdom on this country, at
least once! '

Mushtaque Ahmed
Development Consultant
17, Lake Circus

Dhaka

BD left smarting by

Indian Internet leap

Sir, The news item in the
Business page of the Dally Star
(1.6.2000) on the mushrooming
of ISPs (Internet Service
Provider) in India was a wel-
come jar to our own Internet
culture. We are still a lot behind
in terms of infrastructure and
setting up of a suitable envi-
ronment for promoting Inter-
net usage. I am sure we can also
justity a much higher number
of local ISPs and plunging on-
line costs. It is interesting to
note how, right after privatisa-
tion; charges in India came
down to around 25 paisa per
minute. And here we currently
have charges around 10 to 12
times higher! It Is high time
that our IT planners brought to
their hi-tech projects a bit of
Fractlcallt}- and accessibility
or the people of Bangladesh.

A conscious Internel user
Dhaka

Will the situation
ever change?

Sir, How long will we have to
see heart-rending |JII(1[UE{I’H¥|IS
in the newspapers where dis-
traught relatives are seen wail-
ing over the dead bodies of their
dear ones? On May 26 2000, we
had to see another photograph
of that sort, It was of a young
businessman, Iltekhar Ahmed
Shipu who was murdered at the
UAE market of Bananl on May
25, 2000, shot from close range.

Now a days. these sort of in-

cidents have become very com-
mon in our country but the gov-

ernment seems totally indiffer-
ent to it. WIill it go on like this,
while the government remains
busy with unnecessary projects
like cutting trees of Chandrima
Uddyan at the dead of night for
building power substation for
the NAM convention center?

Regarding Shipu murder
case what is all the more
painful and frustrating is those
who are alleged to be Involved
in the kKilling have not been ar-
rested till date. Is it because one
of the accused is the son of a rul-
ing party MP?

It is really frustrating to
note that our policemen are ex-
pert in arresting imnocent per-
sons and they seem to be very
knowledgeable about when to
act and when not.

Nur Jahan
Chittagong

Dearer calls to
dearer people

Sir, The recent decision of
cellular telephone operator
Sheba Telecom to raise its unit
call rate to a 30-second slot is
sure to send waves of concern
through thousands of users.
Telephone bills will no doubt
soar considerably as the time
frame for one call unit has been
doubled. For example under the
new system, if I make a 1
minute 10 second call it would
cost me 6 taka; under the older
system it would cost me 5 taka.
So I am charged, in effect, 4 call
units of the previous system
and 2 taka where it might have
cost me one taka in the older
system - and that is just double!
The reason Sheba gave was an-
other dublous one -- why these
sudden ‘problems’ in the billlng
system alter niore than 2 years
This measure can only have
contrachicioay effects on cus-
tomer-coig ny relations.

A worriced subsscriber
Dhaka
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party secured only 116 seats. It
was the lowest ever number of
seats the Congress bagged since
1947.

Before the polls last year,
Sonia came close to becoming
primme minister and taking the
party to power because the NDA
government had lost the confi-
dence motion by only one vote.
She told the ceremonial presi-
dent of the country that she was
supposed to enjoy the support of
272 members in the 543-mem-
ber Lok Sabha needed to form a
governinent but eventually she
failed to muster support of that
"magic number”. It was her
failure to reach understanding
with the secular forces like the
Samajwadi Party in the UP and
the leftists in the West Bengal
and the result was midterm
polls. Had she succeeded in ral-

lying the support of all secular
orces wlhich was not too diffi-
cult at that stage, the Congress
with the support of others
would have come to power and
possibly remained at the helm
today. But it did not occur
mainly because Sonia could not
play her cards adroitly and she
could not finally make it. This
raised serious doubts about her
leadership skills and ability to
hold over the MPs of different
parties many of whom are
capricious but were avilling to
support her at one sta%,
Evidently. Sonia, being not
an original Indian, has several
inherent problems like the lan-
guage which she is desperately
trving to learn. The Congress
has been reduced to a precarious
position in some states inclad-
ing the West Bengal where it is
not even the second largest
force and the situation is disap-
pointing for its supporters. Be-
sides, there seem to be distinct
coteries within the organisa-
tion and the high command
seldom works in unison and
there is also the tendency to
mislead the party chief. Senior
leaders Arjun Singh, Pranab
Muklierjee, Madhav Rao Sind-
hia, Golam Nabi Azad and oth-
ers have inter rivalries which
also existed before but Indira or
Rajiv could handle it well. For
Sonia, a newcomer in the poli-
tics. it is difficult to know and
tackle the nitty-gritty of the po-
litical pattern in India. The net
result is what is reflected in the
remarks of Mr. Gadgil and somne
other leaders. But Sonia's vic-
tory with a big margin from the
Amethi constituency and also

the comfortable win from an-
other seat in the south con-
firmed her acceptance by Indian
people as a politician. However,
whether they are keen to see her
as prime minister remains a
moot 'Pﬂillt and only time can
say if she has earned this
confidence of Indian people.

The Congress is passing
through a tough time when it
has to confront the challenges
in several fronts. Sonia Gandhi
has to fight a charismalic
leader like Atal Behari Vaj-
payvee on one hand and manage
own party affairs on the other.
Even in secular camps, she has
adversaries both among the
centerists and lefltists, who.
however, have shown a great
degree of understanding about
her. True, the CPM, the main
communist party and its leader
West Bengal chief minister Jy-
oti Basu have comeé closer to the
Congress but Sonia in a way
failed to earn their confidence
when she was lukewarm to con-
cede the likely premiership to
the leftist leader after her own
efforts had run into rough
weather.

The Indian
Congress is in the midst of a

* Critical time as the Congress-

men themselves dare worried
about their political future. But
the traditionally wvast party

cannot be washed off and it def-

initely can feel to stage a come-
back to power although no

chance exists at the moment for

fresh polls and the NDA looks
largely set for full term despite
occasional bickering among the
constituents. What the Coin
needs is to revitalise the organ-
isation. Sonia taking a realistic
view of the situation by devel-
oping closer links with the
“third front™ parties, and jetti-
son the impression of “dynastic
rule” as far as possible.

I ecture

In the front page of your
daily of 10th April, 2000 it was
published that Mr Rajmohan
Gandhi. a distinguished visitor
to Bangladesh and a grandson
of Mahatma Gandhi gave an
hour-long lecture on “The con-
tinuing relevance of Gandhi
ideas for social action in South
Asia” at CIRDAP Auditorium.
Association for Development
Agencies in Bangladesh (ADAB)
and Proshika, an NGO, organ-
ised the lecture followed by
open discussion and questions
from different leaders. Asked
about a move by Abul Hashem
and others to stave off the divi-
sion of Bengal, Rajmohan
Gandhi said, as far as he stud-
ied, Mahatma Gandhi did not
find any popular support for it,
He (Mahatma Gandhi) was also
keen to ensure right of minori-
ties on both sides. "He was not
opposed to united independent
Bengal. But Jinnah did not
want it. Also many leaders of
both Congress and Muslim
League did not support the idea
of united independent Bengal”,
he said.

My objection lies against the
last sentences under the in-
verted coma as quoted above, It
is not true that Mr Jinnah did
not want it. In support of Jin-
nalh’'s positive attitude towards
united Bengal concept, I quote a
few lines from ‘Freedom at Mid-
Night" by Larry Collins and
Dominique Lapiere: Mountbat-
ten had inserted in the plan a
clause which would allow an
Indian province to become in-
dependent if a majority of both
its communities wished to.
That clause was intended to

rovide that the sixty five mil-
ion Hindus and Muslims of
Bengal could join into one vi-
able country with the great
support of Calcutta as their
capital. The idea had been
placed before Mountbatten by
Calcutta’'s Muslim leader, Sha-
heed Suhrawardy. The Viceroy
liked it. Contrasted to Jinnah's
aberrant two headed state, it
seemed an entity likely to en-
dure. To his surprise, he had
discovered Bengal's Congress
Hindu leaders intrigued by the
project. He had quietly encour-
aged their interest. He had even

by Raymohan

AD Khan

discovered Jinnah would not
oppose the idea” (page 124). “At

Mountbatten's behest. Nehru
agreed to stay on another right
to give him time to draft a re-
vised plan which might be ac-
ceptable to Congress. It would
have to close that loopholes
that had so distressed Nehru.
The new plan would offer Indi-
a's provinces and princes only
one choice India or Pakistan.
The dream of an independent
Bengal was gone” (page 127).
Was not Mahatma Gandhi
aware of it?

Secondly, I quote from The
Great Divide’ by H V Hodson
“Mr Suhrawardy himself, on
26th April told the Viceroy that
in the case of Bengal, partition
was far from being the neces-
sary corollary of partitioning
India. Since the plan of which
he had been told involved a vote
on whether a province should
be partitioned or not. and if not,
whether it was to join Pakistan
or Hindustan or remain inde-
pendent, he could say with con-
fidence that given enough time
he could persuade Bengal to re-
main united, and that he could
get Jinnah to agree that in that
event it need not join Pakistan.
“This is very good news" said
Lord Mountbatten. The same
day he saw Mr Jinnah and re-
ported his conversation with
the Bengall premier. "What did
Mr Jinnah think™, asked the
Viceroy, about keeping Bengal
united at the price of its staying
out of Pakistan? Without hesi-
tation Mr Jinnah replied ‘I
should be delighted. What is the
use of Bengal without Calcutta?
They had much better remain
united and independent. I am
sure they would be on friendly
terms with Pakistan,” (page
246). Does {t mean he did not
want it?

Thirdly. 1 quote from the
book ‘Jinnah and Pakistan’ by
Mr Stanley Wolpert, “Chief
Minister Suhrawardy hoped to
save Bengal the agony of a sec-
ond partition in less than half
century by proposing a coali-
tion government to his
Congress and Forward Bloc op-
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ponents, advocating indepen-
dent national status for united
Bengal. With Bengal enjoying
the virtual world monopoly of
jute and having Calcutta’s
highly developed international
port, Suhrawardy sought
British as well as American
capital to develop his ‘Nations’
economic potential. "We have
common mother tongue and
common economic interests,
Suhrawardy artgued. ‘Bengal
has very little affinity with the
Punjab. Bengal will be an inde-
pendent state and decide by her-
self later whether she should
link up with Pakistan. Jinnah
would have welcomed the emer-
gence of an independent, united
Bengal with open arms, but
Nehru and Patel considered it
an anathema to Congress and
Indian interests and feared
that unified ‘Bangladesh’ led by
a Muslimm premier, would form
closer alliance to Pakistan
than India” (page 320).

I can quote from several
other books also specially from
Memoirs of H S Suhrawardy by
M H R Talukder (page 27-32) and
Jinnah/Pakistan New Thought
by Sailesh Kr. Bondopadhay
(page 276-279-281) and some
more in my support. But | defer
with the wish that the above
quotations would be considered
enough.

| like to conclude by saying
that Mahatina Gandhi was the
greatest leader India ever pro-
duced and had world-wide repu-
tation. Prof. Einstein remarked
in his condolence message that
“Future generation would refuse
to believe that such a huaman be-

-ing ever treaded this earth.”

Nevertheless, the l[act remains
that with all his political acn-
men. farsightedoess and dedi-
cation he could not save India
from partition by coutrolling
the Cm::igress stalwarts and by
withholding his blessings even
to Cabinet Mission Plan
which was the last resort to that
end. Thus, his precisely main-
tained creed of no-violence,
perhaps, as | feel, crashed at the
ate of horribly violent inci-
ents that followed with unbe-
lievable vengeance, loot. phui-
der and killings for which no
patience is too great.,
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