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Environment
Day today

By Staff Correspondent

Amid pressing environmen-
tal problems compounded by a
phenomenal growth of popula-
tion, Bangladesh government,
NGOs and a host of communi-
ties are scheduled to hold rally,
meena bazaar, exhibition and
discussion across the country to
observe the World Environment
Day today.

There will be one single fo-
cus—to grow awareness among
the people for whom protecting
environment has become a lile-
and-death issue.

The country is grapphng
with arsenic contamination uF

roundwater and air, river,
and and sound pollution, all
rapidly taking menacing pro-
portion. Government officials
openly admit that the concept
of environment itself is a new

See page 11 col 4

Misappropriation
charge against
former secy of

SC Bar Assoc

By Staff Correspondent

An audit sub-committee of
the Supreme Court Bar Associ-
ation has accused its former
secretary of misappropriating
around Tk 20 lakh fromn the As-
sociation s funds.

The sub-committee compris-
ing five senior members of .the
Bar was formed cu pni L2 10
scrutinise the audit report tor a
year till March 31 this yvear.

It also recommended cancel-
lation of licences of the former

Sec page 11 col 6

— Inside Today
Article

The Syndrome
of a National
Amnesia

The budget balancing act re-
quires keeping expenditures in
tune with the revenue situation.
But as the government faces a
Tk 2500 crore revenue shortfall
at the end of the year - it is al-
ready Tk 1916 crore short of the
target until April - it has in fact
spent about Tk 500 crore more
in revenue expenditure than It
did last year.

Compounding with the in-

creased ADP expenditure this
year, the situation has turned

out to be a major cause for
strain on the economy. The

overnment's net hﬂrmwtng
rom the domestic sources stoo
at Tk 6359 crore until March
with Tk 4279 crore coming
from the banking system.

This year's revenue collec-
tion however at least shows one
good thing - increase in domes-

By Inam Ahmed

tic revenue collection, which re-
flects on the widening of the tax
net,

The shortfall {s primarily in
the fmport level, which until
April was about 20 per cent
short of the target.

“However, this also shows
that the country's tax structure
has not really changed till the
1990s, which remained heavily
dependent on import activi-
tles,” sald Dr Omar Haider
Chowdhury of Bangladesh In-
stitute of Development Studies
(BIDS). “About 50 per cent of the
revenue comes from import
level activities, 25 to 26 per cent
from domestic production and
the rest from direct tax and
other modes of duties.”

In the last three years, the
government seemed to be exper-
imenting with Its revenue target

with a
growth.
growth was found to be not ten-
able, the government suddenly

and every time, its assumptions
have been proved wrong at the
end of the year. During 1997-98,
revenue target was fixed at 20
per cent higher than the previ-

ous vear. As the actual realisa-

tion fell short of the target, the
following year's target was sel
modest 10 per cent
While this modesl

set a high revenue collection

growth of 22 per cent,

Now looking back at what
the fifth five year plan pro-

jected — a 0.5 per cent growth in

tax-GDP ratio from the 1996-97
benchmark of 10.05 per cent - it
s now apparent that the fi-
nance ministry went long way
wide of the estimation.

What went wrong? There
had been some major tax re-
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" Budget balancing will be
a tough task this year

forins in the last 10 vears. The
VAT had been introduced, direct
taxation system overhauled
and corporate tax rates cut. De-
spite this, why this continuous
shortfall?

Experts now point fingers to
a number of things. First of all,
there seems to be a wide gap be-
tween the governments comni-
prehension of the country's
economic activities. It had mis-
judged what level of economic
activities to expect to allow for
such revenue growth. This deals
with the country's investment
situation, law and order, port,
infrastructure ctc., none of
which promises much-to attract
productive fund. Maybe, to a
greater extent, the lack of re-
form In the administration in-
capacitated the revenue systeimn.

See page 11 col 7

The Jatiya Sangsad goes into
its budget session today with
opposition parties still reluc-
tant to return to the House al-
though some of their top leaders
will lose their seats if the ses-
sion continues for more than 31
days.

The session, 18th of the Sev-
enth Sangsad, will begin at
9.30am,

The House will be adjourned
after nomination of a panel of
chairmen and adoption of an
obituary reference on Jaliva
Party lawmaker Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto who died on May 29, ac-

By Nazmul Ashraf

cording the order of the day.

The JS Business Advisory
Committee (BAC) at a meeting
yesterday planned for continu-
ing the session till July, a
committee member said. "But
duration of the session will de-
pend on the Opposition stand
regarding joining or not joining
the session.”

The BAC meeting decided for
a 40-hour discussion on the
budget for 2000-2001 financial
year.

Finance Minister SAMS
Kibria is due to place the budget
on June 8. This is likely to be

Budget session opens today,
may run till next month

Opposition may stay out of Parliament

et

/7
the last budget of Prime Minis-

ter Sheikh Hasina's govern-
ment.
The comimittee has also

planned introduction of four
new bills and disposal of 14
others, including the Zila
Parishad Bill, placed in the last
session.

Strengthening security
around the parliament during
the budget sessfon also came for
discussion in the BAC meeting.

It is 11 months now that
BNP and its allies are boy-
cotting sessions ignoring pres-

See page 11 col 4
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Nurul Huda
new [GP

By Staff Correspondent

Nurul Huda, Additional
Inspector General of Police who
heads the CID, has been pro-
moted to the post of Inspector
General of Police, sald sources
close to the Superior Selection
Board.

The incumbent 1G, A Y B |
Siddiquee has been made OSD
in the Ministry of
Establishment. Siddiquee su-
perseded nine senior officials
when he was promoted to the
post of IGP on September 14,
1998.

Nurul Huda joined the then
Police Service of Pakistan iIn
1970 and is the last officer
his batch in the police lorce
Huda superseded Additional
IGP (Administration) Mahmud
Al Farid.

Fazlul Haq, Additional G
(Finance), has been transferred
to the CID as its head, Besides,
Additional
‘Kozammel :::fﬂ.i :au‘»‘tllg
rank of Additienal DIG,
promoted to the rank of DIG

the

was

Case against 5 ministers
HC accepts
revision suit:

Hearing today

A High Court Division Bench
yesterday accepted a petition
seeking revision against a
lower court order refusing to
entertain a case filed against
five ministers under Public

of

Commissioner

- ——"
’ -. N .

ar & BAVES -
Police intercepted Opposition activists at Bangla Motor Crossing yesterday on their way

to Sher-e-Bangla Nagar in the city to lay a siege to the Election Commiscion Secretariat
protesting ‘unilateral’ appointment of CEC. — Star photo

EC siege: Opposition
halted on way

By Staff Correspondent

Police halted hundreds of Party. Jamaat-e-Islami and Is- Secretariat Irom 6am yester-
Opposition activists as they lami Oikya Jote passed off dan
marched to lay a siege to the peacefully in the capital BDR. Battalion Paolice and
Election Commission Secre- The parties also announced Riot Police wers eployed at
tariat in the city yesterdagy to a simultaneous demonstration strategic points and n all
protest “unilateral” appoint- programme at all thana head- roads leading to the EC Seécre-
ment of the Chief Election quarters on June 9 to press res- lariat
Commissioner. ignation of the CE( (St f 1 nd  its

The programme which in- Smaller parties like Jagpa front organisations gathered at
cluded laying %it*ilt* to district Democratic League, Progressive the RKamna Par) wherelrom
EC offices was also aimed at Nationalist Party and Nation- they started the march towards
warning the government and alist Democratic Alliance also the EC Secretarial at 11:95 am
the EC not to hold any local marched towards the EC Secre- Jativa Party activists marclicd
body election prior to the next tariat separately to press the from Kalabagan, Ja: 1 from
parliamentary polls, and forc- demands Moghbazar and 10J
l]i}.-'; (E.( .\rl\ ?‘)".'l"{] 1O ll‘_‘-s['t[_{“ 1111 - I e .E“'-" ernment earlier rana | I1tan
mediately banned rallies, processions and SE} { .

The .Hf-‘péil-‘lft’ and simultane- gatherings in an area ol aboul BNP, 10J and Jagpa were nalt
ous programmes of BNP, Jatiya two kilometres around the Ef >ee page |2

[ 2R A S Ay o T I
| B At o e ; e - >

Dress rehearsal today |50 a8 00
I j( . | s -
J. VR dy 3

By Hasan Masood 1 2
Holders Sri Lanka will take Stadium vyesterday morning
on high-flyving Pakistan in the Howewer, the Pakistanis having | Pakistan vs SL (2

through bad back

POIE K-10
taxing flight |

last Itiague match of the Pepsi
Asia Cup at the Bangabaudhu
National Stadium today
Although both teams have (o
booked their berth for the June
7 final, they would no doubt rel-

matches after a g
from the West Indies preferred |
sit back in their hotel roomns
Both teams are unlikely

ish the prospect of having a go
at each other before the grand
finale. The reason is obvious
Sri Lanka who have got a
three-day rest after their en-
counters against hosts

Bangladesh and India had a
the

light practice session at

make any changes in the first |

eleven.

Sri Lanka should have a
psychological edge going into
the game since they beat the
Pakistanis 2-1 in a three-match
one-day series in Pakistan
early this year. And il the
records of Asia Cup are any-
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: : .. e gi. A0 Safety Act (PSA), court officials
Column: Perspectives S ol said, reports BSS.
4 p 1PN They said the bench com-

by Brig (Rtd) M Abdul
Hafiz
Page 4

Supplement

One page supplement
on ‘World
Environment Day
2000 on Page 9

June Sun Rises Sun Sets
0 = 6-44p1n
[ o-11 am

Praver Timings

June 5
Azan __Jamaat |
Fajr L_4:15 Y ol
| Zohr { 1-00 | 1-30 |
_Asr | 5-00 5-15
Maghrib | 650 | 6-55
| Esha ==t B10 | 8-45

Source: Islamiwc Foundation
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More than 180 shanties and shops were gutted in a fire at Bhasantek slum at Damalcourt
in Mirpur in the city yesterday-afternoon.

—Star photo

prising Justice Mohammad
Nurul Islam and Justice Momn-
tazuddin Ahmed received the
case. The bench is expecled to
hear the case today.

See page 11 col 6

thing to go by. then the is-
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the six outings, are the - - . 3
favourites. Nevertheless, Pak- it EBHIES_HELUFH”V!
istan who are gunning for thei - '

first Asian title would deli-
See page 11 col 7

The fate of people detained
in prisons and those living in
most of the enclaves is still un-
certain as regards inclusion in
the fresh voter list,

Besides, there has been no
headway as yet on enrolment of
over one million Bangladeshis
living abroad as voters and ar-
rangement of postal ballots for
them.

The Election Commission
began house to house enlist-
ment of voters on May 15 and

By Nurul Kabir

the process would now continue
till June 14,

Replying to a query, Election
Commissioner Abidur Ralhinan
Chowdhury said the issue of in-
clusion of citizens detained in
prisons, living in the enclaves
or residing abroad In the voter
list has nothing to do with ex-

piry of the deadline for house to

house enumeration. "Once
technical problems relating to
the issues are resolved, the EC
would go for special arrange-

ments to make them voters."
Section 8(4) of the Electoral
Role Ordinance, 1982 says, "A
person who is detained in
prison or other legal custody at
any place in Bangladesh shall
be deemed to be resident (in the
electoral area or constituency)
in which he would have been il

he had not been so detained”.
When contacted, Deputy
Election Commissioner Mihir
Sarwar Morshed sald, "The jail
authorities require prior per-

Inclusion of prisoners, enclave people
in fresh voter list still uncertain

mission of the home ministry
to enlist the prisoners as voters
We wrote a letter to the Home
Ministry on May 10 and sent
copies to all the jail authori-
ties.

But a top official at Dhaka
Central Jail told The Daily Star
on Saturday that they were vel
to get any instruction in this re-
gard Irom the home ministry.

Sourees in the home min-
istry could not provide the exact

See page 11 col 7

Lack of space in govt godowns

Over one and a half months
into the season now, the gov-
ernment’'s IRRI-Boro procure-
ment is virtually nil as silos are
packed with grains because ear-
liler stocks are still to be re-
leased for development pro-
gramimes.,

Officially, the procurement
season began In mid-April. But

lack of space In government
godowns, pushing prices down
and depriving farmers
fair price of the year's most {m-

it Is virtually held up due to

from

IRRI-Boro procurement
virtually held up

By Reaz Ahmad

Food Departinent officials
would not say the procurement
has been held up. They said, out
of targeted 2.5 lakh tonnes of
wheat, over one and a half lakh
tonnes have already been pro-
cured. But they acknowledged
that rice procurement was al-
most nil.

However, official sources
told The Dally Star that at least
4 lakh tonnes of grains would
be released from godowns soon
to make room for fresh Intake.

The food grains will be re-
leased mainly for 'Food-for-

! portant cash crop.
N7
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The procurement target was
four lakh tonnes during the
current IRRI-Boro season, they
sald. There was a plan to pro-
cure two lakh tonnes of rice In
April-May but that alss could
not be done due to poor man-
agement of the public food dis-
tribution system (PFDS),

sources said,

Work' and 'Food-for-Education’

programmes, they said.

The Dally Star earller re-
ported that after eight months
of the current fiscal (1999-
2000), the government conld
utilize only halt of the total
food grains carmarked for dif-
ferent food-alded develupiment

Sec page 11 col B

THIS OIL IS 100% PURE , LITE,
NON-STICKY AND PACKED WITH
FRAGRANCE, NUTRITION AND
WARMTH OF THE NATURE.
THIS OIL KEEPS YOUR HAIR
FREEEROM STICKINESS.
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