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ChamEions' hockey

Germany, Holland
reach final

- AMSTERDAM, June 3: Ger-
many booked a men's Chamlai-
ons' Trophy final against the
Netherlands by beating Aus-
fralia 4-2 in Amstelveen on
Friday, reports Reuters.

Alrthe s arrived in the
first half. dom Michel fired
Germany 2-0 ahead with only
12 minutes gone but the high-
lights of the match were to bril-
liant open play strikes by Ger-
man forward Oliver Domke,

Domke put his team 3-0

ahead then hit his second after
Australia had fought back to 3-
2.
; He took on the Australian
defence single-handed twice
before sending in rasping shots
from different angles while
running at top speed.

Australia's goals came from
1999 International Player of
the Year Jay Stacy and James
-, Elmer.

Germany were content to
hang on to their lead in the sec-
ond half but were alded by tem-
porary suspensions for Aus-
tralian duo Michael Brennan
and Murray Richards.

The Dutch best Spain 1-0
and will play in Sunday's final.

Corner speclalist Taeke
Taekema scored the only goal
in the 67th minute.

The women's final on Satur-
day will also be between Ger-
many and the Netherlands.

Rain gets on
Fletcher’s
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NOTTINGHAM, England.
June 3: England coach Duncan

Fletcher could not hide his dis-
appointment after the second
day of the second and final Test
here against Zimbabwe at Trent
Bridge was abandoned without
a ball being bowled on Friday,
reports AFP. ’

“It's very frustrating for us
and the spectators. It's a bad
situation.”

It was the first time a day's
lay had been washed out at
rent Bridge since the fourth

day of the second Test against
Pakistan in 1967.

“Everyone gets nervous,”
saild Fletcher. "I'm not saying a
guy like Mike Atherton did but
you have to have some nerves if
you want to be successful.”

Asked how the players spent
their day Fletcher replied
"throwing grapes at the camer-
amen,” after listing the more
traditional ways to kill time in
a rain break — looking at the TV
for the county scores.

The former Zimbabwe cap-
tain explained that the loss of a
whole day's play would make no
difference to England's ap-
proach to the rest of the Test.

"There's a lot of cricket yet to
be played and we'll approach it

as a normal Test.”
.‘ . The coach also found time to)}
praise Mark Ramprakash, who
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his second Test as an opener.

"He played well. It wasn't
easy with the ball moving
around all day. We've always
said we'll give players a good
chance and that's what we'll
stick to.”

Curse of
clay!

PARIS, June3 (Reuters): It
was a new stadium but the same
old result as Pete Sampras
made another early exit from
the French Open on Monday,
surrendering in five sets to Aus-
tralia’s Mark Philippoussis.

While it was only the second
tinie in 11 visits to Roland Gar-
ros that Sampras had been
bundled out in the opening
round, his early departure was
not a shock — his poor results
on clay in the build-up to Paris
offered hints of an upset.

Yet it was a dejected Sampras
who walked away from the
rebuilt Court Central knowing
he had squandered another op-
portunity at claiming the only
Grand Slam title to elude him.

“1 turm 29 this year, the years
are %ni.ng.' said Sampras.

“l see myself playing this
game for a lot of years but cer-
tainly every year the French
goes by and | don’t win here, it's
one opportunity missed. “I'll be
back next year and every year
that I'm playing this game.

“You want to at least get
yourself into contention and
the last couple of years | haven't
even made tfm second week.”

The dominent tennis player
of the last decade — with 12
Grand Salam and 62 tourna-
ment titles to his credit — Sam-
‘ pras has never found his com-
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fort zone on the Parisian clay.

Despite a season interrupted
by a string of injuries, Sampras
arrived in Paris talking confi-
dently of collecting a record
13th major crown.

His hest performance  at
Rolund Garros had come in
1996 when he reached the semi-
finals, having played ouly two
clay-court matches in the build-
up — losing both.

But two days of rain and cool
temperatures combined with
blustery winds on Monday to
make an already difficult task
even tougher,

I certainly haven't had the
breaks in this event over the
years,” sald Sampras, who had
performed only marginally bet-
ter in the previous two years.
faltering in the second round
“I'm disappointed, down on
myself.

I felt like my
today. But it wi
flylng home tomorrow. It's un-
fortunate that I'm out,

“There's never been a gues-
tion in my mind that | can't
Pla'y well here. One year hope-
ulr

n

ame was there

I'll get those breaks.”

not been kind to Sampras and
appeared against the American
even before the first serve was
struck., when he was drawn
against hard-hitting Philip-
poussis in the opening round.

made 56 on the first day in only,

be frustrating

recent years the fates have

Agassi
penalised

PARIS, June 3: Former
French Open champlion Andre
Agassi was Friday hit with a
10,000 dollar fine for skipping
the press conference after his
shock second-round loss to
Karol Kucera of Slovakia at
Roland Garros, reports AFP.

Kucera wrecked Agassl's bid
for a second successive French
Open title when he beat the
American 2-6, 7-5, 6-1, 6-0 on
Thursday -- a match in which
the American received treat-
ment for a blister on his right
toe.

Agassi stormed from the
complex after the loss, ignoring
the mandatory requirement to
attend a press conference,

The loss ended his hopes of a
Grand Slam aflter his victory in
Australia in January and his
bid to become only the eighth
man in history to complete the
Australian/French double.

“Andre was pretty upset,’
saild his coach Brad Gilbert.

Austrian Stefan Koubek was
hit with a combined fine of
6.500 dollars after his tantrums
saw him thrown out of the
tournament on Thursday.

Koubek, 23, was on the brink
of defeat to Hungarian qualifier
Attila Savolt when he threw his
racket, hitting a ball boy.
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yesterday.

Anwar, the Pakistan opener whacks Sachin
Tendulker towards midwicket during his quickfire 4}3
— Star photo by A K M Mohsin
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NOTTINGHAM,
England, June 3:
Michael Atherton
scored his 14th
Test cenfury but
Guy Whittall's two
quick wickets ensured it was
the tourists who had the better
of the pre-lunch session on the
third day of the second and
final Test here at Trent Bridge
on Saturday, reports AFP.

At the interval England were
232 for five, Atherton 108 not
out and Andrew Flintoff seven
not out.

After Friday's total washout
play began 75 minutes late at
12.15pm local time (1115 GMT).

England, one-nil ahead in
the series, resumed on 203 for
three with Atherton 96 not out
and fellow former England cap-
tain Alec Stewart eight not out.

Zimbabwe had five overs
before the second new ball so it
was no surprise to see Andy
Flower start the day with Whit-
tall's medium-pacers.

Atherton was quickly into
his stride. Facing his first ball
of the day, he clipped Whittall
off his legs for three to go to 99.

He then had to survive a test-
ing over from Neil Johnson at
the Pavilion End.

And before he could get the
precious single Stewart de-

arted. The Surrey batsman
ailed to get far enough forward
to Whittall and was ]bw for
nine, England 213 for four.

But in the next over Atherton
went to his hundred pulling a
Johnson delivery for four.

He had faced 240 balls, hit-
ting 14 fours and one six. It was
the Lancashire cricketer's fifth
Test century at Trent Bridge
equalling England great Denis
Compton's ground record.

Flower took the new ball as
asoon as he could but surpris-
ingly did not give it to fast
bowler Heath Streak.

His decision was rewarded
when Whittall took his second

Fourteenth Ather-ton

wicket.

[t was Imperative for bats-
man to get forward to Whittall
in order to counter his swing
from a good length.

But new batsman
Knight was caught on the
crease. An Inswinger hit the
Warwickshire left-hander's

Nick
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Test at Trent Bridge yesterday.

back pad and he was plumb lbw
for one to give South African
umpire Dave Orchard one of the
easiest decisions of his Test ca-
reer.

As the 10-over session came
to a close Flintoff got off the
mark with a booming cover-
driven four against Streak.

L

ATHER-TON: England opener Michael Atherton in action
during his century knock against Zimbabwe in the third
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Saglain

LONDON., June 3:
Pakistani off-
spinner Sagqglain
Mushtaq made an
immediate impact
on his retum to
English County Championship
with a solid all-round display
for Surrey at The Oval Friday,
reports AFP.

Mushtaq made his initial
imprint on the game with 21,
coming in at number 11, to
share a last-wicket partnership
of 55 with Alex Tudor (64 not
out).

The county circuit’'s shortest
tail wagged furiously with Mar-
tin Bicknell making 59 as Sur-
rey finished on 333, Shane
Warne trapping Saqlain Ibw
with his [first ball of the day.

SAQLAIN MUSHTAQ
class bowling averages last sea-

son, upstaged his fellow spinner
Warne with two wickets, includ-

ing that of Giles White for 96 as
Hampshire closed on 207 for
eight, 126 runs behind.

Bicknell and Tudor contin-
ued the trio’s success with three
victims aplece.

Mark Ealham helped Kent
into a r:ommandingl_ position
against Durham at Tunbridge

ells, hitting an unbeaten 72 to
help set the visitors a daunting
victory target of 334. By the
close Durham had reached 44
for two off 29 overs.

Kent enjoyed the sun on
their backs for the first time
this season and Ealham shared
stands with skipper Matthew

Fleming and Min Patel, who

both made 40, before he was
ninth out enabling Fleming to
declare just after tea.

Rain decimated the third day
at Headingley where the top
two, Yorkshire and leaders Le-
icestershire, managed less than
20 overs.

The home side, resumin%ml
107 for four in response to 296,
negotiated the time available
without further loss with
youngsters Matthew Wood (17
not out) and Gary Fellows, un-
beaten on 19, moving the score
to 146.

At Old Trafford, Lancashire
failed to get onto the field at all,
which was probably better news
for opponents Derbyshire, cur-
rently in arrears by 19 with
eight second-innings wickets
intact,

Second Division leaders
Warwickshire came unstuck at
Edgbaston, mustering only 104
for nine as Nottinghamshire's
bowlers wreaked havoc.

A productive day for Umer
Rashid manoeuvred Sussex 1o-
wards victory at Hove.

First, he struck an unbeaten
51 to help Chris Adams' troops
to a healthy 463 for nine de-
clared — a first-innings lead of
278 — before claiming two
Glamorgan wickets as the visi-
tors {inished 242 for six, still 36
adrift,

Essex go into the final day of
their Division Two clash
against Northamptonshire at
[lford needing 56 runs for vic-
tory with six wickets remain-
ing.

Faced with a target of 226,
they reached the close on 170
for four with Darren Robinson
living to fight another day with
an unbeaten 70.

Essex were reduced to 47 for
three as Devon Malcolim pro-
duced a superb new-ball burst to
capture all those wickets In
seven overs at a personal cost of
nine rans.

Earller, Northants carried
their overnight score to 327 af-
ter resuming on 203 for four.

England hopeful Richard
Johnson led the way as Middle-
sex bowled Gloucestershire ont
for 242 at Lord's, setting the
hosts a testing 298 victory tar-
get, :

Seamer Johnson clalmed
four second Innings wickets to
add to the five scalps he took (n
the first, finishing with mateh
figures of nine for 147,

quickly on target

As the light faded Middlesex
opener Andrew Strauss took
advantage of some loose bowl-
ing from Mike Smith to make
an Industrious 29 as the hosts
reached 39 without loss when
bad light ended play 15 overs
early.

The total they are chasing
will be challenging to a fragile
Middlesex top order who are
without Mark Ramprakash, on
Eng#and duty at Trent Bridge,

he Iﬂ?endar}; Brian Lara
failed to light up the dismal
conditions at Worcester, where
the tourists mustered just 164
against Worcestershire in their
opening first-class fixture of
the summer.

Lara lasted just four balls be-
fore falling to Kabir Ali for a
single and the left-hand bats-
man s- team-mates fared little
better as a career-best haul of
four for five from another
youngster, Duncan Catterall,
helped shoot them out.

Poor batting
by Windies

WORCESTER, England, June
4: Brian Lara was out for one on
his return to cricket from a self-
imposed exile as West Indies
launched thetr tour of England
on Friday, reports Reuters.,

Lara fell to Worcestershire
opening bowler Kabir All after
facing just four balls in his first
innings since deciding to take a
break from the game In early
March.

Former West Indles captain
Lara's Inauspiclous comeback
was part of a dismal batting
display by the touring side, who
were dismissed for 164 In their
first Innings.

Worcestershire were four
without loss when bad light
ended play early on the first day
of the three-day match.

Lara arrived to resume his
West Indies career after the
swift dismissals of openers
Sherwin Campbell (0) and
Adrian Griffith (13).

The Trinidadian left-hander
got off the market, then flicked
a leg side catch to wicketkeeper
Steve Rhodes.

Lara bhad initially told the
West Indies Cricket Board
(WICB) he was unavallable for
the England tour, citing his
mother's {ll health, but changed
his mind at the last minute.

Lara's dismissal made West
Indies 15 for three, after whicl
only Chris Gayle offered signil-
lcant resistance, top scoring
with 38 against a Worceslter-
shire side lacking a number of
regular players, including their
Australlan test strike bowler
Glenn McGrath.

Newcomer Ramnaresh Sar-
wan (27) and leg-spinner Ma-
hendra Nagamootoo (37) subse-
quently gave the total a mea-
sure of respectability.

The West Indies squad had
been boosted overnight when
yvoung Dominican wicketkeeper
Wayne Phillip arrived as cover
for Ridley Jacobs, and was
swiftly drafted into the teamn for
this opening game.

PARIS, June 3: Gustavo
Kuerten won the battle of for-
mer champions against
Michael Chang in the third
round of the French Open on

Frltlag. reports Reulters
The Brazilian fi lfl seed un-

derlined his status as lavourite
for a second title since 1997
with a 6-3, 6-7, 6-1, 6-4 victory
over the unseeded American on
Centre Court.

Chang, tired noticeably after
a superb second set which he
snatched 11-9 in the tiebreak. It
revived memories of his re-
markable victory here 11 years
ago as a 17-year-old, the
youngest ever winner of a Grand
Slam tournament.

Both players needed treat-
ment from the physiotherapist
during the second set of a match
that lasted one minute short of
three hours, and ended with the
pair leaving the court to a
standing ovation.

Kuerten, a quarterfinalist
last year, now meets fellow
South American Nicolas
Lapentti of Ecuador, the 11th
seed, In the last 16. A quarterfi-
nal place probably against 1996
champion Yevgeny Kafelnikov,
is at stake.

The fourth-seeded Russian,
coming back from a poor early
season, brushed aside France's
Sebastien Grosjeean, 6-3, 6-1, 5-
7, 6-4 in the previous match on
Centre Court.

"This week 1 am playing bet-
ter than expected, better on this
surface than I thought," he said.

“It's going to be very, very
interesting. | am a second-week
player. If 1 get past the first
week it is going to be very tough
for any of the guys to stop me."

That task will first fall to
Spanish clay court specialist
Fernando Vicente, who beat
British 13th seed Tim Henman
in five tough sets.

The Spaniard moved into
the fourth round with a 7-5, 4-6,
6-4, 4-6, 6-3 victory.

On the women's side,
France's assault took a knock
when seventh seed Nathalie
Tauziat and 10th seed Sandrine
Testud were sent packing in the
third round.

But French sixth seed Mary
Pierce and 13th seed Amelie
Mauresmo Kept right on track
with easy victories over Vir-

inle Razzano and Kveta
Irdlickova respectively.
American Chanda Rubin

eliminated Tauziat 6-4, 7-6
while Swede Asa Carlsson came
from a set down to beat Testud
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Brazilian Gustavo Kuerten

4-6, 6-3, 7-5.

"

celebrates after beating

American Michael Chang in the third round match of the

French Open yesterday.

— AFP photo

PARIS, June 3:
Third seed Mag-
nus Norman and
|12th seed Marat
Safin underlined
their title creden

tials as they cruised into the
last 16 of the men's singles at
the French Open with straight
sets victories here on Saturday,
reports AFP.

Sweden's Norman, the sur-
prise leader of the ATP Cham-
vions Race, crushed Sargis
éargsian of Armenia 6-4, 6-1, 6-
2 while rising Russlan star
Safin was equally impressive
in dismissing Tommy Haas ol
Germany 7-6, 6-3, 6-3.

Norman won in 100min and
now plays last year's beaten fi-
nalist Andrei Medvedev.

Safin, commanding at the
net and serving up nine aces for
good measure, took l1hr 57min
to advance against Haas and
has now made the fourth round
all three times he has played
the event.

Ukraine's Medvedev, wear-
ing the same loose-fitting plaid
shorts from last year, pro-
gressed by dispatching Argenti-
na's Agustin Calleri 6-3, 3-6, 6-
4, 6-3.

"I''m playing very good.
Forehand good. Backhand good
And my head is perfect,” said
Medvedev, who served up a deli-
cious backhand drop shot to
win.

In the women's singles, two

®

high-profile Spaniards ad-
vanced.
Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario

title winner here in 1989, 1994
and 1998, had to come back
from 2-5 down in the opening
set of her match against compa-
triot Magui Serna before win-

ning 7-5, 6-4 as slu%gish Serna
served up 10 double faults.

Eighth-seeded Sanchez-Vi-
cario. making her 14th appear-
ance at Roland Garros, was then
joined in the fourth round by
former Wimbledon champion
Conchita Martinez, sceded
fifth.

Martinez romped to a 6-1, b6-
O win over Italy's Silvia Farina
to maintain her incredible
record of having made at least
the fourth rounﬁ of the event In
each of the last 13 years.

"I had a difficult match the
round before, but | felt | played a
lot better today,” said Martinez,
who next faces Af Sugiyama of
Japan.

The Spaniard said she would
respect Sugivama - but was qui-
etly confident

"She's a very good player,
who hits hard and flat from
both sides, but I'm playing some
good tennis too. I'm mixing up
my game well and if I move her
around hopefully 1 can win

Sanchez-Vicario now plays
Barbara Schett, the Austrian
|6th seed, who sped past Grand
Slam debutante Giulia Casoni
6-2, 6-1 by outhitting her Ital-
ian opponent from the baseline

Schett, making her seventh
appearance at Roland Garros,
lost in the first round on her
first five visits before making
the third round last year.

This will be her first fourth-
round appearance and her suc-
cess is is in stark contrast to the
first-round losses she suffered
in her last two tournament ap-
pearances at Hilton Head and
Hamburg

Fourth-seeded
Venus Williams

American
walloped

PARIS, June 3 (AFP)
Russian star Marat
home-hunting.

Safin has stopped working
with his longtime Spanish
coach Rafael Mensua and is
considering moving his resi-
dence from Valencia, Spain.

The 20-year-old isn't sure
where just yet -- but he's ruled
out the United States.

"l can't live in the United
States - I'd kill myself," Safin
said.

"It's not my style of life, it's
not the country for me. 1 was
born in Moscow. Then I went to
Spain and my life is like a [es-
tival everyday."

Safin, who is now coached
by Andrei Chesnokov, is con-
sidering Barcelona. Monte
Carlo and Paris as possible new
homes.

IN THE NET

The French Open has been
attracting tennis fans in their
tens of thousands to the Roland

Rising
salin is

The official site
www.rolandgarros.org -- is on
target to beat last year's viewing
figure of 274 million hits
which was itself almost double
the figure for 1998

The site provides scores in
real time to allow fans to check
on their favourite stars'’
progress and includes biograph-
ical details, as well as snap-
shots from all the top matches

IF THE CAP DOESN'T

With warm sunshine having
replaced Tuesday s rain at
Roland Garros some players at
the French Open are resorting
to wearing baseball caps to keep
the sun out of their eves.

Some, like rising Australian
star Lleyton Hewitt, preifer to
wear them back to front but
whichever way round the fash-
ion appears here to stay

But beware if your headgear
should fall off during a match

An umpire can rule a point

Russian Marat Safin plays a backhand return against German Tommy Haas during their
French Open third round encounter yesterday.

Norman, Safin storm thru’

— AFP photo

French wildcard Emilie Loit 6-
2, 6-2 on a sunshine-bathed
Suzanne Lenglen Court and will
next meet Germany's Anke Hu-
ber, Medvedev's former partner.

Huber, the 11th seed, reached
the last 16 with a 6-2, 6-2 Centre
Court victory over Magdalena
Grzybowska of Poland.

Huber, 25 and a semi-finalist
here back in 1993, had lost her
only previous meeting with her

Polish opponent only last
month at the Italian Open -- go-
ing down in straight sets -- but

here the boot was firmly on the
other foot as she romped home
in 57min.

Huber was always the ag-
gressor, hitting 20 outright
winners while Grzybowska
hampered her own efforts by
tossing in seven double faults.

Sugivama, meanwhile,
equalled her best-ever perfor-
mance here by hammering
Svivia Plischke of Austria 6-4,
6-1 on Court One.

Sugiyvama, who whipped
over a rait of lightning passing
shots, served notice of her clay
court abilities five years ago
when she sped into the fourth
round on her Parisian debut --
but had failed to match that
showing since

Sugivama, a 24-year-old
right-hander from Tokyo, has
beerni hugely enjoying herself on
the slow. red clay and one more
win here would be her best per-
formance at a Grand Slam

The delighted Japanese
player waved and bowed to the
crowd with a huge smile on her
face after her win

She barely made any un-
forced errors -- she was really
solid from the baseline,” said
Plischke

FRENCH OPEN NOTEBOOK

SMOKE. 'EM OUT

Playing at a Grand Slam is a
stressful business with big
bucks and rankings points at
stake. Small wonder that some
players need to let off a bit of
steam

Some have felt the urge for a
crafty drag of tobacco -- even
though smoking is strictly pro-
hibited in the changing rooms

DON'T BLINK

[t you'd blinked you'd virtu-
ally have missed it.

Some men's singles matches
can last for almost five hours
on the slow, red clay at Roland
Garros but Rika Hiraki's first-
round mixed doubles match
Friday was over after just five
points.

The unfortunate Hiraki.
from Japan. twisted her right
ankle when 30-40 down on her
serve while partnering Devin
Bowen of the United States

\

Friday's answer

Garros stadium but for those be replayed the first time -- but against Meghann Shaughnessy.
who can't watch on the spot the 4 second offence means the also of the United States, and
Internet is the next best thing wearer loses the point Fredrik Bergh of Sweden
|
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