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Arsenic menace in Kushtia

KUSHTIA, June 3: A large
number of people in six upazi-
las of the district have been
passing thelr days amid arsenic
threat.

Arsenic invaded the areas

back in 1997 when 26 people of

two families at village [slampur
under Mokarimpur union of
Bheramara upazila were at-
tacked with arsenic related dis-
eases. A 60-year-old-man suc-
cumbed to the diseases, He was
identified as Montaz All.

Rezaul Karim, son of the vic-
tim, said he took his father to
many doctors in the country
and in India but his death could
not be prevented. Another seven
persons of his family were also
attacked with the diseases,

Ten persons of the family of
his uncle were also attacked
with the diseases. The victims
were taken to local physicians
who advised them to exanine
the water of the tubewell they
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were consuining.
After the examination, ar-

senic beyond permissible level

was found in water.

When contacted executive
engineer of local Public Health
Engineerin Department
(PHED) told this correspondent
that he visited the place and
collected the water for test,

However, the PHED recently
sealed six tubewells In Khe-
merdiar, Ramkrishnapur and
Fakirabad of Bheraamara up-
azila where about 45 people
have been attacked with arsenic
related diseases. Besides, one
tubewell in Khoksa upazila,
four in Kushtia town. one in Jo-
goti union of Sadai upazila and

one in Daulatpur upazila were
sealed.

Residents In  Kushtlag
Meherpur, Chaudanga,

Jhenidah, Chapainawabganj,
Naogaon, Khulna and Rajshahi

have been badly affected by ar-
senle contamination, according
to Health Department source.

Benagari, a hamlet in nelgh-
bouring Chuadanga district,
has been identificd as arsenic
affected village. Mohijuddin, 26.
son of Akbar All and Abdul
Quddus, 28, son of Surujuddin
of the village were admitted to
Rajshahi Medical CnlleFﬁ Hos-
pital (RMCH) after they had de-
veloped arsenic related compli-
cations.

According to survey reports
of different NGOs, 75 per cent of
the population of the village
have developed arsenic related
diseases. The condition of 40
per cent people is stated to be
critical.

Mohammad All, son ol
Huzur Al and Shahidul Islam,
son of Komed Sardar of the vil-
lage. dicd of arsenic related
complications last year.
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Meanwhile, people In af-
fected areas are compelled to
drink arsenic contaminated
water risking their lives (n ab-
sence of alternative measures,

A team of local fournalists
recently visited some rural ar-
cas of Kushtia Sadar, Bhermara
and Mirpur upazilas and talked
to locals. Local people said
many tubewells In the area
have been sealed by the PHED
following detection of arsenic
contamination in waters. But
alternative arrangement has
not been made, They said alter-
native measures should be
made Immediately.

A survey revealed Ramkr-
ishnapur, Gopanathpur,
Gulmm%ur. Farirabad, Bahadur
Juniadaha, Jagaswar of
Bheramara and Ogolbaria and
Ramkrishnapur n[? Daulatpur
upazllas are badly affected ar-
EaN.

LAXMIPUR, June 3: The
trend of abduction for ransom
las taken an alarming upswing
here, ralsing fears among the
locals. The blame for it goes to
police for their Inaction, re-
ports UNB,

According to competent
sources, an organised gang of
notorious criminals kidnapped
20 people and realised TK 11
lakh from their relatives in
Sadar and Ramgati upazilas in
last flve months.

Although there is a police
camp at Duttapara in the mid-
dle of the villages, 19 people
were abducted from six villages
in .‘r;mlar upazila during the pe-
roc

Of the 19 Kidnapping incil-
dents. only one case was filed
with local police. The relatives
of other victims refrained from
seeking help from the law-en-
lorcers for fear of reprisal.

Most of the victims were ex-
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Trend of abduction on
rise in Laxmipur

patriate Bangladeshis living in
various countries and fell prev
to the kidnappers on returi
home. Thelr relatives had to
pay ransoms ranging from Tk
50,000 to Tk 1.5 lakh for their
release.

Villagers blamed the local
police for turning a blind eye to
the terrorists. "Police do not
move until their palms are
preascd,” sald a villager,

Over 50 women were also
raped by the members of ‘Anwar
Bahinl’, a terrorist group. in
Koraitala, Shahidpur, Sreram-
pur. Mollarhat, West Battali
villages In the last five montihs.
but no case was filed with the
police.

On May 21, the ruffians kid-
napped Belal Hujur of Shahid-
pur village., "His fault was that
he had filed a case against the
Anwar Bahinl." said one of his
relatives.

Workshop

MADARIPUR, June 3: The
District Committee of Fair
Election Monitoring Alliance
(FEMA) in collaboration with
the Study and Research Group
of Manobik Sahajjya Sanﬁstha.
arranged a day-long workshop
on Union Parishad Election
Rules at the local municipali-
ties Auditorium on May 28, re-
ports BSS.

The workshop was presided
over by President of District
Bar Association, Advocate M
Mujibur Rahman Khan.

Municipality Chairman
Khalilur Rahman Khan inaugu-
rated the workshop.

FEMA District Unit Presli-
dent Hedayet Hossain Howlader
and Secretary Faruq Khan
Chunnu spoke in the inaugural
function.

The workshop was addressed
by Advocate Ahsanul Hugq
Tuku, Advocate MA Khaleque,
Advocate Musaraf Hossain, M
Nawabjan and Mouluda
Bashar.

Local elite and journalists
were present in the function.

Rezaul Karim, the caretaker
of Mujibnagar Zila Parisad

Duk Bungalow in Meherpur.
— Star photo

Caretaker of
Mujibnagar
rest house not
getting salary
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JESSORE, June 3: Caretaker
of Zila Parishad duk bungalow,
or rest house, at Mujibnagar in
Meherpur district has not been
%etting his salary for the last
our years.

Rezaul Karim has been
working with the rest house
since 1996. He, however, has no
appointment letter.

Karim’'s father Nur Mo-
hammad, a freedom fighter.
was appointed caretaker of
Kushtia Zila Parishad rest
house in 1973. He was later
posted to Mujibnagar rest house
in 1980.

Nur Mohammad developed
cancer in last part of nineties
When he became quite unable to
work his son Rezaul Karim re-
placed him. He began to work
from 1996. Nur Mohammad
died on January 27, 2000

But the Meherpur Zila
Parishad authority is vet to fi-
nalise Karim's appointment,
causing sufferings to the poor
man. who has to maintain his
family

[Loan distributed
among
pOOT women

The Uttara-Badda branch ol
women's loan distribution pro-
ject of Manoblk Sahajjyvo
Sangstha, a Non-Governmmental
Organisation (NGO) was opened
at 11 am on Thursday. savs a
press release

The branch was opened
through distribution of loan
among 40 poor working women
by Firoz M Hasan. lounder-
president of the organisation.

In his speech he said that his
organisation had been working

since 1984 for making poor
woman labourers self-reliant
by turning their labour into a
force.

The NGO has been working
at Agargaon, Keraniganj, Ja-
trabari, Mirpur-lin Dhaka city
Besides, the organisation has
been engaged In various ser-
vice orientated works through
establishment of day-care cen-
tres and clinics for distressed

Obituary
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MYMENSINGH, June 3:
Suresh Koiree, a senjor journal-
ist based in the town, died of
cardiac arrest here on May 13.
He was 50.

Suresh Koiree started his ca-
reer with local dally the Jahan.
Later he worked as Gourlpur
upazila correspondent of ver-
nacular daily the Sangbad till
his death.

Koiree,
Gouripur Press Club, was cre-
mated the following day,

Summer vegetables have flooded now Jamalpur markets. Prices have also come down
considerably. Now radish is being sold between Tk 1 to 2 per kg, cucumber from 50 paisa to
Tk 1 per kg, sweet pumpkin (large size) between Tk 3 to 4 per piece, lady’s finger between
Tk 1-2 per kg, bringal from Tk 3 to 4 per kg, gourd (large size) from Tk 3 to 4 in various
markets here. The photograph was taken recently from Beltia Bazaar near Jamalpur
— Star photo by Muhammad Ali

town.

Flood situation imprdves
- in Moulvibazar dist

MOULVIBAZAR, June 3:
Overall flood situation in
Moulvibazar district Improved
on Thursday with waters of the
Monu and Dhalal rivers started
receding. The River Monu is
now flowing at 12.44 melre
which is 0.69 metre above the
danger mark. The reading ol
water level was taken on May
30, reports BSS,

Road communication of
Moulvibazar-Kamalganj 5Sri-
mongal-Brahminbaz still re-
mained disrupted.

According to District Con-
trol Room, which was set up at
the office of the Deputy Com-
missioner, a total of 3,000
houses and 150 kilometres of
road damaged by flood water,
8.000 acres of seedbeds were
also completely damaged.

A total of Taka 60,000 were
sanctioned to distribute dry
food among flood victims. '

UNB from Chapainawabganj
says: Some roads, culverts and
other infrastructures damaged
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Workshop 1n Pabna

7,000 arsenic victims
identified so far

SIRAJGANJ. June 3: A two-
day. media workshop on
'‘Arsenic mitigation prograime
was held on May 25 and 27 at
Pabna Zilla Parishad audito-
rium. Fifty journalists of the
northern region participated in
the workshop. Pabna Press
Club and UNICEF, Bangladesh
jointly organised the workshop.

June Kungi, chief of infor-
mation and advocacy, UNICEF,
Bangladesh inaugurated the
workshop. Among others,
communication officer of
UNICEF Chinmoy Mushudi, ar-
senic team leader Shafiqul Is-
lam., DC of Pabna Mahbubor
Rahman, DPHE engineer M
Safiqul, communication officer
Onish Borua spoke on the occa-
S1011.

Speakers said Bangladesh is
poor country and river erosion
is a common phenomenon in
this country,

People of the riverside areas
are mostly arsenic affected. But

o
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June Kungi, chief of Information and Adv

speaking at the workshop.
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they do not know the reason of
arsenic contamination: New its
protection is essential. Jour-
nalist Anowarul Haque of
Pabna, Abdus Satter Basu, pres-
ident, Pabna Press Club, Abdul
Matin Khan, Mahbubul Alam,
editor the Daily Uttar Barta,
Jugantor northern region cor-
respondent Hasibur Rahman
Bilu, The Daily Star correspon-
dent Akhteruzzaman Bablu,
Shankor Kumar, A B M Fazlur
Rahman, Abdul Mazid, Naresh
Modhu of the Daily Uttar
Bangla and editor Matiur Rah-
man, among others, spoke on
the occasion.

Arsenic is soluble in water.
It is still not clear why some
members of a family or com-
munity are affected, while oth-
ers are not affected.

Dhaka Community Hospital
(DCH) has done same extra-or-
dinarv work in identilication

of arsenic patients. providing

ocacy, UNICEFK
— Star photo

Shrimps under viral

attack in Satkhira

SATKHIRA, June 3: Viral
disease has broken out recently
in an epidemic form in the
shrimp enclosures in Assasuni
and Shymnagar upazilas aflect-
ing shrimp production. This
has created panic ammt%
shrimp farmers who release«
fries of shrimp in their enclo-
sures, reports BSS.

Shrimp growers sald,
shrimps worth about Taka 1.5
crore have been damaged by the
viral disease in the enclosures
in the two upazilas. Worst af-
fected areas are Sriula, Shov-
nali and Anulia union In As-
sasuni upazila and Atulia,
Padmapukur and Gabura in
Shymnagar upazila.

Shrimp farmers of Assasuni
and Shymnagar sajd they had
fund very small sized shrimps
in their enclosures with white
spots on its body, talls and fins
and the colour of the fishes
have been changed into red.
While attacked by the viral dis-
ease most of the shrimps died

within two or three days, they

complained.

Chairman Nurul Alam of
Anulia Union, owner of a 200
Bighas enclosure, said most of
the shrimps of his enclosure
died due to this disease. He
wants to release fries again in
February next as most of the
fries, released in October, died.

District Fisheries Olficer
(DFO) of Satkhira Habibur
Rahman told that he was re-
ceiving such complains Ire-
quently and he already visited
many shrimp enclosures. He
sald except viral disease, dete-
rioration of bottom soll of the
enclosures is another cause of
the loss.

He advised the shrimp farm-
ers to keep the shrimps in ap-
propriate environment and de-
velop water system for healthy
growth of shrimps. He also ad-
vised for limited use ol fer-
tiliser. When the shrimps are
affected by the viral disease
chlorine, iodine and formalin
can be used in the enclosures, he
added.

treatinent for them and doing

‘large scale advocacy focusing

this issue,

About 7,000 arsenic affected
patients have been identified so
far in Bangladesh. Of them 120
in Bera thana under Pabna dis-
trict. On the 2nd day of the
workshop journalists accom-
panied with UNICEF represen-
tatives visited the Bera thana
arsenic affected areas.

They shifted many arsenic
affected people to Dhaka DCH
for treatment. Of them, Momota
Khatun, wife of Siddique Ali,
and her daughter Surma
Khatun, 15, Shilpi, 13, Sabiha,
12, Sumi, 7, came from Mon-
akasha village under Bera
thana of Pabna district.
UNICEF leaders said with the
assistance of UNICEF tubewell
in rural areas are tested.

The workshop was presided
over by the Pabna Press Club
president.
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Storms claim
s1x lives In
(Gaibandha
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GAIBANDHA. June 3:
Storms claimed at least six
lives recently in the district.

Besides, at least ten people
were also injured during the pe-
riod.

Of them, three persons were
killed as uprooted trees fell on
them and three others were
electrocuted as they came in
touch with live ware snapped
from poles during storms,
known as nor'wester.

Kasar Ali, 56, and his cousin
Mintu Mia, 10, of village Ujan
Bochagari under Sunderganj
upazila died when an uprooted
jack-fruit tree fell on them dur-
ing storm. Another unidenti-
fied man died as an uprooted
tree fell on him at Birat Bazaar
under Gobndagnaj upazila.

Palash, 11, of village Chan-
dra Vita under Sadar upazila,
Jaluddin, 20, of Sunderganj up-
azila and Lablu, 25, of village
Kanchipara under Fulchhari
upazila were electrocuted in
separate incidents when they
came in touch with live ware
snapped from electric poles dur-
ing storms.

e

Cotton farming in Panchagarh
may fall short of target

PANCHAGARH. June 3: De-
spite having a bright prospect
for cotton cultivation here, the
production target may not be
achieved in the current season
due to lack of proper patronisa-
tion and unfavorable weather
condition, reports UNB.

Cotton Development Board
brought 2,705 acres of land un-
der cotton cultivation in
Thakurgaon zone comprising of
Dinajpur, Thakuragaon and
Panchagarh districts this year
with a production target of
40.575 maunds.

Of the total, some 536 acres
of land were brought under cot-
ton cultivation here alone with
an output target at 8,040
maunds.

Cotton on 2,273 acres of land
was cultivated in Thakurgaon
zone last year under the super-
vision of Cotton Development
Board.

CDB sources said cotton
plants on 600 acres of land were

damaged due to heavy downpour
and prolonged water logging
situation during last monsoon.

Besides, cotton cultivation
was hampered due to price-hike
of cottonseed and lack of neces-
sary bank loan.

It is possible to earn about
Tk 70 crore by cultivating cot-
ton on 16,000 hectares of land
in Thakurgaon zone.

A cotton grower of Atwarl
Upazila said any cultivator
could earn net profit of Tk
10,000 per acre by cultivating
cotton.

An official of CDB said a
massive programme has been
taken up for cotton cultivation
in 23 upazilas under Thakur-
gaon zone through its 12 units
offices.

Local farmers said a vast
tract of land here could be
brought under high vielding va-
riety of cotton cultivation if
comunercial banks launch
micro-credit programme.
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The 19th death anniversary of late President Ziaur
Rahman was observed on May 30 in Sirajganj town and
nine upazilas in a befitting manner. BNP district
committee and its front organisations arranged a grand
rally in front of the local BNP office. On the occasion
milad mahfils and discussion meetings were also
arranged. Photo shows a procession led by the central
leader of the party Iqbal Hasan ( Tuku).

— Star photo by Akhteruzzaman Bablu

Rotarian Kazi Shammi Sher of Dhaka Northwest Rotary
Club along with teachers and volunteers immunising the
school children at the Pallabi Tutorial centre in Mirpur,
Dhaka as part of the national immunisation drive

recently.
Field day of IPM

THAKURGAON, June 3: A Field day of Integrated Pest Man-
agement (IPM) Farmers' Field School was held at village Fak-
danpur under Thakurgaon sadar upazilla recently, reports BSS,

The field day was organised as a parl of Directorate of Agri-
culture Extension (DAE) 14-week training programme of 1PM
farmers across the country. The field day was organised by Dj-
rectorate of Agriculture Extension (DAE) and attended by local
farmers and students of IPM school.

DAE has taken IPM programme to control the pests of paddy
and vegetables through biological. light trap. netting and other
methods withont using chemical pesticides.

Massive credit programme

SHERPUR, June 3: Social Welfare Department is implement-
ing a massive credit programme here in a attempt to improve
the socioeconomic condition of the poor, reports UNB.

Officials said interest free loan totalling Tk 1.17 crore has so
far been distributed among 16,299 families at 636 villages un-
der the department’'s Poverty Alleviation Programme while Tk

by last two year's flooding here
are yvet to be repaired causing
sufferings to the people.

The damaged roads include
the three-km Charmohonpur-
Tikrampur road in sadar up-
azila and elght-km Kalinagar-
Moharajpur road In shoal area,
which were badly damaged in
the 1998 and 1999 flood.

Besldes, a sluice gate and
embankment in Marichardara
are now under threat as no step
has been taken to repair those.
The emmbankment was protected
during last year's flood with
emergency repair work.

Local people apprehended
that breaches might develop at
any time in the damaged em-
bankment in the current rainy

season threatening erops on | 2 65 lakh among 1,478 families under Urban Social W
2 ; elfare
gigm hectares of land in the | programme. The loan recovery rate is 84 and 93 per cent re-
e Sontacted: [orarmip spectively, officials said. Besides, a total of 4,680 people of the

district have been receiving Tk 100 each every month under the
government's old age allowance programme. Meanwhile, appli-
cations of 2,385 distressed women of the district have been
scrutinized for providing allowance Tk 100 each from Septem-
ber last year, the officials said.

Harunur Rashid blamed negli-
gence of concerned authorit
and bureaucratic tangle, whicg
delaved the repair of the roads.
culverts and embankment.
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