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by Barrister Sayyad

HE Coalition for Interna-
I tional Criminal Court on
16th May. 2000 organised
a two day long seminar on
“International Criminal Court
and Ratification by
Bangladesh”. The rationale
behind an International
Criminal Court is the “pursuit
for justice”. All nation states
have their own municipal
criminal justice system
through which social ill mis-
demeanor or criminal acts and
conducts are adjudicated and
justice dispensed but none so at
an international forum.
Bangladesh, In spite of much
constitutional Interruptions,
today proudly makes its com-
mitment to Rule of Law known.
Like many other states
Bangladesh too, in the recent
past suffered from war crimes
and crimes against humanity.
The present regime has made
the loudest cry for justice and
has for the past four years pain-
stakingly left no stone unturned
in its pursuit for retribution for
past wrongs. But, except for the
International War Crimes Tri-
bunal for Rwanda and the
Balkan States, the interna-
tional community has no per-
manent platform or mecha-
nism to provide redress or dis-
pense justice where municipal
courts are either unable or un-
willing domestically to provide

justice against egregious
crimes.
The recent international

outery surrounding the trial of
General Pinochet of Chile,
brought home once again the
sad reality that crimes against
humanity can be perpetrated
against people by its own politi-
cal leaders who escape punish-
ment under municipal immu-
nity. This paradigm of “justice
for some and impunity for oth-
ers’ undermines the doctrine of
“equality before the law”™ that is
otherwise much cherished in
national and international Bill
of Rights but without apprecia-
tion of their teleological at-
tributes. Hence, Constitutional
guarantee alone cannot safe-
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guard Fundamental Rights
without effective and Indepen-
dent enforcement mechanism.
For example, in October 1999,
20 Egyptian intellectuals from
the Medical Syndicate, Jour-
nalist Syndicate as well as
lawyers, professors and
economists were hailed into
Military Tribunal having to
defend against allegation of
crimes that are not known in
the Egyptian Criminal Code. In
January 2000, Judge Elizabeth
Lawson Q.C, and | were on a
commission to observe these
trials at the Heykstep Military
base, 40 km outside Cairo. We
found them to be “political tri-
als”™ as the allegations against
the accused concerned their at-
tempts to participate in their
respective professional syndi-
cates' election; a civic right oth-
erwise guaranteed under Article
56 of the Egyptian Constitution
and Article 22 of the Interna-
tional Convention on Civil and
Political Rights. When we in-
terviewed four members of the
Jurist Council of the Supreme
Constitutional Court of Egypt.
it transpired that since the re-
ferrals of these civilians from
civil court were made by the
head of the executive. the Mili-
tary President of Egypt, the de-
nial of due process or even a
right of appeal or review from
the tribunal's determination by
a higher court was not available
within the municipal legal sys-
tem. This is in spite of the stipu-
lation in Article 72 of the Egyp-
tian Constitution, which re-
quires that all sentences “shall
be passed and executed in the
name of the ple”. Undoubt-
edly, only the established judi-
ciary that enjoys the confidence
of the people can claim to enjoy
such privilege, not the Military
that dispenses summary jus-
tice. The imposition and execu-
tion of death sentences on polit-
ical opponents by the military
tribunal without procedural
safeguards as recognised in civi-
Hzedgsaciely can be described as
itself amounting to “criniein
falsi. an  unworthy action

against the laws of nations.

By comparison, Turkey
which has a constitution
adopted by Its Military in 1980
also created “State Security
Court” that has jurisdiction to
try civillans. But because
Turkey has ratified an Interna-
tional Convention, the Euro-

ean Convention of Human
ﬂlghts, we were successful in
our efforts to hold Turkey to its
Convention obligation and In
the case of Ocalan had It remove
military personnel from the
Bench at the State Security
Court. Subsequently, In
September 1999 during the tri-
als of Kaya Huda and Abdur-
rahman Dilipak at the State
Security Court in Malatya and
Istanbul 1 observed a marked
improvement in the trial pro-
ure.

In the three major conti-
nents of Africa, America and
Europe there are regional Hu-
man Rights Conventions. Asla
has neither a convention nor
the possibility of oue being
adopted in the foreseeable fu-
ture, for many of its bigger
States are vehemently opposed
to any mechanism that would
expose their Human Rights
records. India, for examples, Is
constantly at war with its Mi-
norities in Kashmir, Assam
and Punjab. The authorities
there have displayed an aston-
ishing tendency to overlook at
atrocities where Christian
families are burnt alive in Bl-
har. or Muslims are Killed in
Bombay or Assamese womell
are subjected to indiscriminate
shooting and rape by security
forces in the name of contain-
ing insurgencies. The Chief
Justice of Gauhati Mr. Rama Kr-
ishnan in an interview with us
in Februarv 1998 lamented on
the difficulties the judiciary ex-

srience in the enforcement of
undamental rights. Both, in
Kashmir and the North Eastern
States even after issuance of a
llabeas Corpus order by the
court the military detaining au-
tharity persistently decline to
comply. el where they do, it is

only after the suspect has been
killed in their custody. On the
other hand, the Indian Na-
tional Human Rights Conunis-
sion itself has acknowledged its
statutory incapacity 1o investi-
gate extra-judicial killings. -
voluntary disappearances. ars
bitrary arrests, torture. rape

and other lorms of cruel and
inhimman punishment by Io-
dian armed forces and their
surrogates. Besides, section 6 of
the Armed Forces Act 1958 that
rotects the security forces
rom prosecution also run cor-
trary to the UN Code of Conduct
for Law Enforcement Officials
which prohibits “the (nten-
tional lethal use of [firearms €x-
cept where strictly unavoidable
in order to preserve llje".

At home, though our prob-
lems have not yet reached such
crises levels the incomprehen-
sible controversy regarding the
role of Rule of Law in our style
of democracy Is a growing con-
cern for many sections of the
society, The judiciary, the Cus-
todian of our Constitution with
authority to enforce our basic
rights has been subjected to an
onslaught of overt interlerence
in the administration of justice
which is seemingly unending.

The enforceability of Rule of
Law in international context is
therefore ilmperative for the
protection of Human Rights and
enforcement of International
Law. Through the application of
International Rule of Law wide
spread massacres and indis-
criminate killings can be made
justiceable even where domestic
courts are unable or unwilling.
In its absence, defenseless
Cambodian people perished un-
der the wrath of their leader
without recourse to justice. In
its absence other communities
have been annihilated and dis-
placed in Asia, Africa, Middle
East and bevond. It was only
after the attempted annihila-
tion of the Tutsis of Rwanda
that the International Commu-
nity was compelled to set up the
International Criminal Tri-
bunal for Rwanda. This by
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comparison was considered by
many as a belated but impor-
tant step in the field of interna-
tional criminal justice system.
A similar ad hoc tribunal has
also been set up to try crimes
committed during the Balkan
wars, But the ad hoc nature of
these tribunals provide no effec-
tive deterrent to would be perpe-
trators of atrocities nor assur-
ance that in every acts of inhu-
manity by men against men
whether of the same tribes, na-
tionality or ethnic origin will
always be subject of adjudica-
tion and retribution obtained
for the vietims and justice will
be seen to be done,

In the face of the daunting
experiences our judiclary is
currently subjected to, it Is truly
frightening to imagine that
there will l’inr no guarantee of
justice being obtained where
citizen of this country whether
within Bangladesh or outside if
subjected to egregious and other
heinous crimes as we are wit-
nessing in other parts of the
world, such as Algeria, Bosnia,
Checheniya, Kashmir and
Cambodia.

The call for the establish-
ment of a permanent Interna-
tional Criminal Court and Its
statute that empower it has
therefore come at a time when
such a legal platform is needed
to secure justice for all. The doc-
trine of complementarily in the
Rome Statute ensures that the
ICC will only be able to initiate
investigation or proceeding
where the national systems
themselves do not investigate
or prosecute. This Ihrre[gre
clearly safeguards the question
of national sovereignty or un-
due interference. In fact, under
Article 18 of the Statue the 1CC
prosecutor is required to notify
all states that would normally
exercise jurisdiction, of the in-
tention to proceed with the in-
vestigation. Where the con-
cerned State informs the ICC
that it is dealing with the issue
domestically, investigation or
prosecution by the ICC prosecu-

tor will then be deferred. In
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September 1999, the govern-
ment of Bangladesh took a
brave step to vote in favour of
the adoption of the Rome
Statute for the creation of a
permanent International Crim-
inal Court. She has shown fore-
sightedness, unlike her SAARC
neighbors, most of who either
abstained or voted against the
adoption. Bangladesh being the
first South Asian Nation to be a
signatory to the ICC Statute
roves, If at all needed, that
angladesh s an Independent
Soverelgn state and Is capable
of playing a constructive role in
international affairs.

But to have the ICC set up
and running 60 state signato-
ries to the Rome Statute need
now to ratify and or Incorpo-
rate |t into their respective na-
tional legal system depe::dln{;
whether {t {s a Monist or Dual-
ist System. The United Kingdom
government has already taken
the necessary steps and it Is ex-

ected that the glll will be de-
ated in Parliament by this
summer. Several other mem-
bers of the European Union
have lined up to ratify the
statute. In Asia, Bangladesh
should strive to score a capote
against others by demonstrat-
ing its foresightedness in rati-
fying the Rome Statute at its
earliest. Global peace cannot be
achieved without International
Rule of law and international
justice cannot prevail in ab-
sence of an effective interna-
tional justice system capable of
redressing acts of crimes that
most concern the international
community.

A positive step by
Bangladesh will therefore
crystallize her role in the world
arena and her commitment for
the promotion of Rule of Law
and Human Rights Standards.

The author is Director, Jus-
tice International. He was a
gueslt discussanl al the seminar

The World Conference on Racism

A Case of the Pot Calling the Kettle Black

f'l YHE United Nations con-
vened the First Prepara-
tory Meeting of the Third
World Conference against
Racism, Racial Discrimination,
Xenophobia and Related Intol-
erance in Geneva in the first
week of May 2000. Although,
the word racism’' sponta-
neously conjures up the image
of discrimination by whites
against non-whites, there is no
society that can claim that it is
free from the scourge of racism.

Afro-Asian countries focus
their attention on stereotype
notions of racism such as the
enslavement of Afro- Ameri-
cans, the Nazi holocaust, and
the attitudes and practices of
misconceived superiority of
Western countries, their poli-
cies and practices of colonial-
ism and expansionism, and In-
stitutional discrimination.

Racism and anti Semitism is
undoubtedly manifested more
explicitly in the West, but this
does not preclude the existence
of racism in Asia, Africa and
Latin America as defined in Ar-
ticle 1 of United Nations Inter-
national Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination (ICERD).

Article 1 defines racism as
"any distinction, exclusion, re-
striction or preference based on
race, color, descent, or national
or ethnic origin which has the
purpose or effect of nullifying
or impairing the recognition,
enjoyment or exercise, on an
equal footing, of human rights
and fundamental freedoms in
the political, economiec, social.
cultural or any other field of
public life”.

Minorities In Asla face the
same discrimination that they
face In the West. The Koreans in
Japan have no right to hold
public positions, be It a job in
the government services or an
elected post in a local munici-

ality, solely because of their

ﬁnrean ethnic origin. Until
1993, approximately, 700.000
Koreans who were born brought
up and educated in Japan were
required to give fingerprints
like criminals to the Japanese
law enforcement authorities.
The Chinese In Indonesia face
similar discrimination in pub-
lic life. Until earlier this year,
the ethnic Chinese minority in
Indonesia could not celebrate
their traditional Chinese New
Year publicly., Curbs on the
teaching of Chinese in schools
or Its usage In the public do-
main coutinue to exist,

Although many national
constitutions IHH|IHIH racial
discrimination. there s a

yawning gap between rhetorie
and realityv. Despite ensuring
Affinuative Action in the Con-
stitution. India remains the
paragon of the subtle racial dis-
crimination that prevalls
amongst societies In Asia. India

olten describes the caste system

as unique to its historical pro-
cess. But, the caste system orig-
inates from “Varna®, which lit-
erallz means “color”. The un-
touchables in the caste s_ystem.
better known as “dalits®, con-
tinue to face serious discrimi-

nation including mass rape and
organized massacres by upper
caste Hindus. Likewise, they
and are banned from entering
many Hindu religious places.
The enactment of the 1989
Scheduled Castes and Sched-
uled Tribes Atrocities
(Prevention) Act has been of lit-
tle help due to poor enforce-
ment.

About 3 million Burakus
who are considered "outcastes”
by ethnic Japanese because of
their traditional professions
like butchering continue to face
similar societal discrimina-
tion.

The contempt of the Chinese
Han majority for minorities
like the Tibetans. Uighurs.
Mongolians and other national
minorities whom they perceive
as "barbarians, dirty, primitive
and backward” is well known.
Even the last Shangri-La of the
world, Bhutan, expelled 90,000
Nepalese on the basis of their
ethnicity in the 1990s.

The situation of indigenous
peoples across Asia is alarm-
ing. The hill tribes of Thailand
such as the Akhas, Lahus, Lisus,
Hmongs and Karens are barred
from participation in the polit-
ical process although their an-
cestors have been residing in
the territory of Thailand for
more than 200 years. Only half
of the estimated 500,000 to
600.000 members of the hill
tribes in Northern Thailand
possess official documentation
that enlists them as citizens or
places them on the record as be-
ing eligible for future citizen-
ship. The rest lack adequate
documentation and are denied
access to education and health
care. They can not own land
and are not subject to labour
laws, Including minimum wage
requirements. Because of their
lack of nationality they are ex-
tremely vulnérable to exploita-
tion and are deprived of the ve-
hicle for access to lundamental
rights such as access 10 protec-
tion and access (o expression as

rson [s). both under the Thal
aw and international human
rights.
~ About 20 milllon Adivasis
in India continue to be harassed
under the Criminal Tribes Act
of 1871 that identifies all per-
sons belonging to a tribe as
criminals. The Government of
British Indla passed the Crimi-
nal Tribes Act to bring the re-
bellious aborigines in inacces-
sible areas under (ts control.
The Government of India deno-
tifled them in 1952 but contrary
to the existing legal right of an
Indian, a member of the denoti-
fied tribe has to prove his inno-
cence rather than the prosecu-
tion having to establish his
guilt. Although, India's Na-
tional Human Rights Commis-
slon formed an Advisory
Committee in May 1998 on this
Issue, the recommendations are
yet to be accepted by the Gov-
ernment. According to the
Armed Forces Speclal Powers
Act In Assam, Tripura, Manipur
and Nagaland, non-commis-
sloned olficers belonging to the
Indian security forces are em-

powered to kill indigenous peo-
ples with Impunity under the
guise of maintaining law and
order.

Indigenous peoples in In-
donesia and Bangladesh have
been vicetims of government
sponsored transmigration
policies and serious human
rights abuses. This forced de-
mographic change across In-
doneslia, Bangladesh and China
constitute the moslt serious hu-
man rights abuse against in-
digenous and minority commu-
nities.

Aslan counltries often ralse a
big brouhaha about treatiment
meted out to illegal hpmigrants

Rohingyas: Living with the trauma of racial repression
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3ut, the Middle East
and the East Asian Tiger
economies have nothing to
write home as migrants in these
regions are subjected 1o serjous
abuses without a modicum of
judicial scrutiny. Approxi-
mately 50 f{llegal migrant
workers died in Scemenygih lim-
migration Detention Centre ol
Malaysia between 19931995,
When Tenaganita, a women's
organization based in Kuala
Lumpur, took up their cases, the
|IL’HJ of Tenaganita was ar-
rested and Is facing prosecu-
ton.

Racial discrimination Is not a
new phenomenon in Asia. In

in the \Wesd

1959, Indonesia introduced two

regulations that irrevocably
changed the course of lives of
thonsands of Chinese expatri-
First, i oan attempt to
loosen the grip of the Chinese
on the raral economy, President
Sukarno banned allens, mainly
ethnle Chinese, from engaging
in retall trade in rural areas of
the country,

Second, the Chinese were
prohibited from malntaining
residences In rural West Java.
These racist measures of Presi-
dent Sukarno forced evacuation
ol thousands of Chinese to ghet-
tos In major towns and cities.

Alrlean countries also exer-

dAlus

‘International Criminal Court
and Ratification by
Bangqglacdesh.

cised their own racial dema-

?()gllt"l'_‘-.’ against Asians in the
960s and 1970s. Thousands ol
Asians, mostly from the Indian
Sub-Continent, were driven out
of East and Central Africa
through a host of racist policies
After decolonization, thou-
sands of Asians were denied na-
tionality in Tanzania, Kenva,
Uganda, Malawi and Zambia.
They were stripped.of govern-
ment jobs through enactment of
laws, which were the main in-
struments to localise or
Africanize the key areas of eco-
nomic and government activity
The Kenya Immigration Act of
1967 stipulated that all non-cit-
izen employees were liable to be
asked to obtain work permits in
order to continue their em-
ployvment. The Trade Licensing
Acts of Kenyva. Uganda and
Zambia included two major
provisions that affected non-
citizen businessmen. The Acts
reserved certain areas the
non-scheduled or non-pre-
scribed areas, which in effect
include all areas outside the
main shopping centres or a few
large cities

he most vulnerable people,
whether the aborigines in Aus-
tralia, Native Americans and
Afro- Asians in the United
States of America, Maoris In
New Zealand. Tibetans in
China, the Adivasis in India or
the Bushmen of Kalahari, con-
tinue to be victims of racial dis-
crimination, xenophobia and
domination. As the domination
of one group by another in-
creases on the basis of "race.
colour, descent, or national or
ethnic origin” in neo-colonial
countries, the societal slur
called racism, seems to be a
disquieting discovery in Asia
and Aflrica

International human rights
standards. adopted and pro-
claimed by the United Nations
are applicable to all member
States of the United Nations
and not only to a pre-selected
number of countries and situa-
tions. The ratification of the In-
ternational Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination (ICERD)
by 157 member States of the
UN, out of which the majority
are from Asia, Africa, and Latin
America, indicates that racial
discrimination is a global prob-
lem manifested in variety of
ways. Even if racial discrimina-
tion is to be viewed exclusively
in the colonial context, colo-
nialism s no longer a
monopoly of the West.

It is evident that when Aus-
tralia threatens to review |(ts
adherence to the International
Convention on Elimination of
Racial Discrimination, the
concluding observations of the
UN Committee have struck
home. Aslan governments
would do well not to be like the
Australian ostrich with ({ts
head in the sand, but use the run
up to this World Conference On
Racism to do some introspec-
tlon on manifestations ol
racisi in each of their own so-
cleties

Source: Human Rights Feature
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Religious Intolerance
in Bangladesh

by Odhikar's Research Team

Bangladesh has not hit the international

headlines for

demolishing mosques/

temples, or for the enactment of any op-
pressive law. So the question arises, 1s
there any communalism or fanaticism in

Bangladesh?

OMMUNALISM is one of

the negative factors to

achleve democracy. Every
democratic country claims it-
self to be a secular state where
equality and equity reigns.
Bangladesh is no exception to
this.

Bangladesh has not hit the
international headlines for
demolishing mosques/ temples,
or for the enactment of any op-
pressive law. So the question
arises, is there any communal-
ism or fanaticism in
Bangladesh?

The Hindutva movement by
the Shiv Sena and the BJP in
India and the sometimes ex-
treme Muslim fanatical move-
ments against the Christian
and Shia minorities in Pak-
istan make International
headlines. In Bangladesh. the
situation is not as extreme. In
Bangladesh, rm;'%lﬂy 85% of the

pulation are Muslim and the
next largest religious comimu-
nity is Hindu he rematniu&g
population are Christian an
Buddhist. Though constitu-
tional provisions enshrine reli-
glous rights to citizens belong-
ing to any religion, being a Mus-
lim-majority state, there are
scattered incidences of religious
(mostly Muslim) fanaticism

The Position of the
State and the Constitu-
tion of Bangladesh

Unfortunately, the state
plays a role of a silent by-
stander in confronting human
rights violations by such reli-
gious fanatics. In a country
where almost 80% of the people
live below the poverty line and
where a large majority are illit-
erale, the often harsh religious
interpretations of religious
texts and the practice ol so-
called Fatwa is accepted with-
out mush question or protest
Here, vested interested groups -
belonging to the rural and reli-
gious elite - use religion as a
tool to gain power and achieve
their objectives. Their main
targets are women from rural
areas and those working in
NGOs in such areas

Article 27 of the Constitu-
tion of Bangladesh states, "All
citizens are equal before law
and are entitled equal protec-
tion of law”. This "Equality be-
fore law" remains only in the
book of law. as the reality is far
more different from the legal
provisions. One example is the
(Enemy) Vested and Non-Resi-
dent Property Act, 1974. De-
spite repeated appeals to the
Government for a reforin or an
amendment to that. the gov-
ernment is vet to bring about
any change. In realitv. people
belong to different religions are
suffering due to the oppressive
provision of this Act. The right
title of minorities is always in
an uncertain position. The state
machinery has turned a deaf
ear to their pleas and appeals,
as a result more and miore vio-
lations/encroachments are
taking place. In districts like
Rajshahi. Barishal and Jessore,
the encroaching in to lands
through forging land document
of indigenous and minority has
become a common and prof-
itable practice. Because of the
deaf ear of the state re%arding
such matters. those belonging
to the minority communities
are quickly losing their sense of
belonging and even after the
mass exodus of the 1947 Parti-
tion, people mostly of the
Hindu community - are leaving
the country

Is not that the state machin-
ery is not being informed. Even
if they are, they hardly take any
interest in such matter. Some
times, even the protectors of cit-
izens - law enforcing agencies -
are involved in such vandalism
as damaglng idols or temples of.
minorities. Such cases have oc-
curred in the Chittagong Hill
Tracts region where Army offi-
cers have broken into Buddhist
temples and smashed artelacts.
Article 41 of the Constitution of
Bangladesh provides for "Free-
dom of Religion,” where it has
been clearly mentioned under
Article 41(1)(b)."Every religious
community or denomination
has the right to establish,
maintain and manage its reli-
gious institutions .

Three case studies show that
some quarters have violated
these provisions and the state
has remained nonchalant
about those.

Case Study -1

A group of armed miscreants
broke wall of a Kali Mandir and
damaged an idol of Goddess Kali
at Sonagazi Thana (Prothom
Alo Feb.11)

Case Study - 2

An Inspector of Police was
accused u} damaging an idol of
Hindn religion at Panchagarh.
He was accused of beating the
Temple Priests and damaging
an Idol of poddess ali.
(Prothom Alo-Feb,13).

Case study - 3

Ahmediya Community - Broth-
ers against Brothers,
The tradition of religious

tolerance was cruelly mocked,
in October last year, when six
member of the Ahmediya
Community died of bomb blast
inside their Community
Mosque in Khulna where they
went to say Jumma praver.
Though. the news jolied the

whole nation, there were hardly

any ellort on the part of the
Govermment to identify and nab
the offenders. On the other
hand. the government in a bid
to divert the attention accused
the Opposition by opening a
new front for political tension.
Until now, authorities have re-
vealed no follow up of that
bomb blast to the public

One may ask, as they are one
of the communities of Islam .
why are they subjected to the
wrath of fanatics? The Ahm-
ediyas are sects of Musiiims who
have a slightly different re-
ligious view than what Sunni
school of Muslims have. When
they publicised their views, all

hell broke loose and a group of

extremists raised their protest
in a medieval manner. The in-
cident of planting bomb in the
Khulna Ahmediva Mosque was
another in the series
The Ahmediva community
had unjustly been targeted by
the vested interest groups and
there, the Constitutional provi-
sion of Freedom of Association
and Freedom of Religion were
amply violated
Even in certain areas, peo-
ple, under the influence of reli-
ious fanaticism. prevented
hmedivas harvesting crops
from their own field or forced

Ahmediyas out of their native

village, only because, they be-

longed to a ‘different’ Commu-

nity. (Prothom Alo Apr-26)
The Article 28(3) of the Con-

stitution of Bangladesh firinly

states. - "No citizen shall on
grounds only of religion. race,
caste...be subjected to any dis-
ability, liability, restriction or
condition with regard 10 access
to any place of public enter-
tainment or resort. or adiis-
sion to any educational institu-
tion". Yet, this provision has
not protected the hapless mem-
bers of Ahmediva Community
of three villages of Brahman-
baria. Their lands were en-
croached. their crops were
grabbed, and even fanatics did
not allow Alhinediyas to stay al
their ancestral property. Their
security to life was at a stake
(Prothom Alo - April 26]

Apart from that. the Ahle
Hadis community has also been
faced by severe violations by
the Law Enforcing Agency. In
Khulna, the members
Enforcing Agency arrested a

member of the Ahle Hadis group

on publication of a book cou-
taining their religious beliefs
(Prothom Alo -Feb 6). People
must condemn such acts and
the State should take proper
steps against such religious op
pression and vandalism

The Oppressed Indige-

nous:

Apart from the sporadic as-

saults on the minorities, the

Indigenous people also sufier

from both social / religious dis-
crimination and oppression

Article 28(3) of the Constitu-

tion states, "no citizen shall. on
grounds only of religion, race,
caste, sex or place of birth be
subjected to any disability, lia-
bility. restriction or condition
with regard to access tc any
place ol public entertainment
or resort or admission to any
educational institution.” Fur-
ther to this, Article 29(2) says. °
no citizen shall on the grounds
only of religion, race, caste, sex
or place ol birth. be ineligible
for. or discriminated against in
respect of any employment or
office in the service of the re-
public.” A certain sort of dis-
crimination works in the Pub-
lic Service where the minorities
can hardly acquire key- posts,
The government education
policy towards the indigenous
people of Bangladesh is not very
satisfactory either.

Bangladesh has a history ol
religious tolerance. During 71,
people of Bangladesh fought
against the violation of human
rights and they fought against
inhumanity. Apart from the
Muslims of Bangladesh, the
minorities were the cause of
wrath of the Pakistanis as they
belonged to other religion, but
we managed to break all the re-
ligious and social differences.
Such high tradition of tolerance
and indiscerimination should
not be demolished only for
actions of vested interest group.
The Government should take
steps to prevent such heinous
act ol vandalism in the name of
religion or religious practice.
They should also amend and
reform the oppressive laws that
curb the due rights of the
minorities. It is the dutyv of all
citizens ol Bangladesh 1o ensure
that the state of Bangladesh
remains non-conmumunal and
that acts of religious
intolerance and communalism
are dealt with justice.

Odhikar - a
Human Rights

coalition for

of the law




