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Pakistan to buy |

50 Chinese

combat aircraft

LONDON, June 2: Pakistan
is currently negotiating the pur-
chase of up to 50 latest Chinese
combat aircraft, a defence
weekly has reported, says PTI.

The purchase of Chinese
CAC F-7MG fighter aircraft,
the first since 1992, would
boost Pakistan's conventional
capability and replace two
squadrons of Ageing Shenyang
F-6 aircralt, the Jane's defence
weekly said quoting Pakistan Air
Chief Marshal Pervalz Mehdi
Qureshi.

The F-7MG fighter, an im-
{)m\.'ed version of the F-7, made
ts debut flight in 1993 and ap-

ared for the first time at the

hina air show in November
1996.

Pakistan cannot afford to
scale down it conventional war
capability, despite having gained
nuclear equilibrivm with India
in May 1998, said Qureshi
while addressing a course at
Pakistan's air war college.
Weaker conventional weapons
capability could Invite aggres-
sion, he said.

Lankan troops,
Tigers trade
mortar attacks

COLOMBO, June 2: Govern-
ment forces and Tamil Tiger
guerrillas traded mortar bomb
attacks as 15 rebels were Killed
in confrontations with army
patrols in the northern penin-
sula of Jafina, the government
said today, reports AFP.

Armny patrols operating
ahead of government defence
lines killed 15 members of the
rebel Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) in four separate
clashes on Thursday. the gov-
ernment said in a statement.

Three govermment soldiers
were also wounded during the
clashes. it said.

The government informa-
tion deparument director, Ariva

Rubasinghe. said the Tigers had
withdrawn their fighters and
niortars from an area near the
eastern town of Batticalao fol-
lowing pressure from local res-
idents.

The Tigers had forced some
10,000 Tamil civilians near
Vavunativu, in the district of
Batticaloa, to move away So
they could target a local army
camp, Rubasinghe said.

"However, the LTTE could
not achieve their aim as troops
stood ground courageously
amidst LTTE mortar fire.”
Rubasinghe said in a statement.

There was no rebel reaction
to the military statements.

The government announced
on Tuesday that troops
equipped with new weapons had
been able to stop the "rolling’
anslaught” by- the LTTE. who
are attempting to re-take the
town of Jaffna.

76 whales die
in Mexican
coast

MEXICO CITY, June 2: Sev-
enty-six whales died alter
beaching themselves on Mexico's
southeastern coast, officials
said, reports AP.

A group of 98 whales worked
their way onto the shores ol a
nature reserve in the Yucatan
peninsula on Wednesday.
Ramiro Rubio, the director of
the reserve, said Thursday.

Authorities launched a res-
cue effort and were able to
bring 22 to decper waters hnl
76 died, said Rubio.

Olficials were Laking saanples
fromi the animals and the water
to determine what might have
led to the beachings.

This particular speécies,
known as false killer whales, is
prone to beachin itself. Rubio
said, who heads the Ria Lagar-
tos Biosphere.

Officials buried the corpses
to prevent any damage their
decomposition might cause to
the ecosvsten.

Stay against
screening of
'Jinnah' sought

KARACHI, June 2: A petition
by two sons of Pakistan's first
Prime Minister Liaguat Ali Khan
has been filed in the Sindh High
Court seeking an injunction
against the screening of the filin
"Jinnah" which Is set for release
in both English and Urdu today
throughout the country. reports
g2y

Ashraf Liaquat Ali Khan and
Akbar Liaquat Ali Khan, citing
some portions of the film in the
English version as being found
to be offending to the personal-
ity of the Quald-I-Millat, prayed
to the court to issue a perna-
nent injunction restraining the
distributors from releasing or
screening the English version of
the film until it was brought in
conformity with the Urdu ver-
sion.

The Mandviwala Entertain-
ment and the Quald project,
US, have been cited as defen-
dants,

Adjourning the case, Juanc e
Sarwana asked the Mandviwala
Entertainment (o seek Instruc-
tions from the other defendant,
the Quald project.

The petitioners prayed to the
court to issue a mandatory lu-
junction directing the other de-
fendant to make :wccssar‘y
amendments to the English
version.

The counsel representing the
Mandviwala entertainment,
Melunood Mandviwala, opposecd
the E)rayf:r and said the 1l
had been approved by the cen-
sor board and a conunittee in-
cluding some well-known per-
sons had also unanhmously ap-
proved it,
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Hostages to be released by
Monday: Fiji coup leader

Gunshots heard inside parliament

SUVA, June 2: Gunshots
were heard today inside Fiji's
parliament, where the country’'s
prime minister and his gov-
ernment have been held since
May 19, soldfers manning bar-
ricades outside the complex
sald, reports AFP.

The shooting came as coup
leader George Speight held talks
with military chief Commodore
Voreqe Bainimarama, who de-
clared martial law Monday, in
another part of town.

One man was rushed away
from the Ear!iameut building
in an ambulance. Radio Fijl
said he was a Speight supporter.

Speight earlier saild he ex-
pected the Pacific island na-
tion's two-week-old political
crisis to be resolved and his
hostages to be released by Mon-
day.

Fiji's powerful Great Council
of Chiefs, a congress of tradi-
tional leaders, Is to meet Mon-
day to hand down its decision
on the stand-off between
Speight and the new military

rulers,

Speight said he would like to
resolve the issue of Prime Min-
jster Mahendra Chaudhry and
about 35 members of his gov-
ernment still being held captive
before then.

‘I personally would like the
Great Councll of Chiefs meeting
to go ahead with all these ISsues
resolved and in the right envi-
ronment.” he sald.

Asked {f that meant the
hostages would be released and
the crisis defused by Monday,
he replied "yes”.

However, Speight has re-
peatedly said In recent days
that a release was imminent,
only to contradict himself
later.

Speight has been rounndly
condemned, by the United
States and neighbours Aus-
tralia and New Zealand among
others, for storming parlia-
ment and taking the elected
governiment hostage on May 19.

But he Insisted Friday that
Fiji would soon be forgiven for

e e e B

ousting Chaudhry, the country's
first ethnie Indian premier. and
within a couple of years natlons
again would be “buddy-buddy”
w%th the new leadership.

Bainimarama and Speight
agreed Thursday that the Great
Council of Chiefs could decide
between a continuation of the
current military government or
a new clvillan reghne with
Spelght's nominees in it

International oulrage at the
events in Fiff mounted Friday,
as the United States finally ac-
knowledged a conup was under
way. after earlier saying the
situation was too uncertain to
make a determination.

State Department
spokesman Philip Reeker de-
clined to siv whether Washing-
ton had judged thie coup attemplt

successful, but said the United
States was now considering
sanctions against Fijl.

"An unconstitutional change
of government is taking place
in Fiji," Reeker told reporters.

While threatening dramatic
steps in concert with US allies
in the reglon, Reeker noted the
situation was still uncertain.

Two Indian diplomats also
arrived here Friday to protest
against Chaudhry's capture by
the gunmen, who claim to be
acting on behalf of indigenous
Fijlans demanding a new con-
stitution that would ensure
power stayed in Fljian hands.

Indian High Commission
officlals said Forelgn Ministry
secretary for economic rela-
tions. Sudhir Devare, and Indi-
a's High Conunissioner to Aus-
tralia, C.P. Revindranadhan,
would meet Indian nationals,
discuss the security problenn
and plan for a possible evacua-
tion.

Speight earlier told New
zZealand's Independent Radio
News that be believed Fiji wonld
be able to resume international
relations just as it did following
former prime minister Sitiveni
Rabuka's 1987 coups.

Coup leader George Speight (C) is watched by loyalist soldiers during a break in his
meeting with Fijian strongman Commodore Vorege (Frank) Bainimarama at a secret
location near Suva yesterday as the hostage crisis enters its third week. Both Speight
and Bainimarama have agreed to let the Great Council of Chiefs decide who should run

the country.

32 killed in fresh fighting
in Philippines

COTABATO, Philippines.
June 2: At least 32 Muslim
rebels were killed as the Philip-
pine government pushed ahead
with its offensive to capture
territory belonging to the Moro
Islamic Liberation Front
(MILF), a military official said
today. reports AFP.

Five soldiers were also
wounded in fighting on Thurs-
day with the MILF, the largest
Filipino Muslim separatist
group, in the villages of Lim-
balod and Dungguan in
Maguindanao province, army
brigade chief Colonel Hermo-
genes Esperon said.

MILF rebels hit the commu-
nity hall of Carmen town in
Maguindanao with a rocket-
propelled grenade. causing
damage to the building and a
nearby police station but there
were no casualties, police said.

The fighting came as gov-
ernment and MILF negotiators
concluded on Thursday three
days of peace talks in Cotabato,

about 80 km from the scene of
the clashes.

Officials say the MILF has
agreed to consider Manila's of-
fer for limited self-rule, in a
major shift from its struggle for
an independent Muslim state in
the southern third of largely
Roman Catholic Philippines.

However, the guerrillas say
they should not be pressured
into signing an agreement by
June 30, a deadline set by Presi-
dent Joseph Estrada.

In Thursday's clashes, the
army used rocket-firing MG-
520 helicopters and artillery to
attack MILF defences on a rebel
base, Camnp Usman, as ground
troops advanced.

Gun battles continued early
Friday around the camp, on the
boundaries of North Cotabato
and Maguindanao provinces,
but there were no immediate re-
ports of casualties.

“We will continue our push to
the site where they had set up
their own government.” Es-

peron said. "There is no other
government in the Philippines
not in accordance with the con-
stitution.”

Military officials have ac-
cused the MILF of establishing
so-called "shadow govern-
ments" in areas where they
have influence.

The army earlier this week
captured Camp Bushra, the
MILF's second-largest training
base. and pushed the guerrillas
back [rom a major highway
ontside their main bastion ol
Camp Abubakar after a month
of fighting.

Soldiers and guerrillas
traded sporadic sniper lire on
the perimeters of Camp
Abubakar on Friday.

More than a hundred sol-
diers have been Killed in
clashes with the MILF this year
in the main southern region ol
Mindanao. Oflicials say more
than half a million civilians
have been displaced.
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Chinese military police stand at attention prior to clearing people out of Tiananmen

Square ahead of an official
Chinese government crushe

around the massive public square has been stepped up to discourage

demonstrations.

ceremony in Beijing yesterday. As with every year since the
d the student:led pro-democracy movement in 1989, security

protests or
—AFP photo

Ceasefire takes effect in Aceh
after 25 yrs of fighting

JAKARTA, June 2: A historic
ceasefire came into effect today
in strife-torn Aceh province
where rebel leaders pledged to
suspend their I(ndependence
fight against Indonesian forces,
reports AP

But the promise of peace af-
ter more than 25 years of vio-
lence was threatened when a
self-exiled rebel official was as-
sassinated in Malaysia’'s capital,
Kuala Lumpur.

Aceh was relatively calm
during the first hours of the

ceasefire early Friday.

There were no reports of
clashes between rebels and se-
curity forces.

However, police said sepa-
ratists threw gasoline bombs
into a wooden l‘mtldlng owned by
police near, Banda Aceh, soon
after the truce took effect at
midnight (2300 BST).

There were no reports of in-
juries although the bullding was
destroyed,

In Kuala Lumpur, police
sald unidentified gunmen Killed

S ujgh

5 killed in oil

ipeline fire in Iran:

A raging fire erupted FI'E]’H}‘ on a stretch of oil pipeline in
southwest Iran, killing five people in a car who were trapped by

the flames :Irh-lng
agency reported,

through the rcgl!un. the official IRNA news
FP reports {rom

ehran.

A firefighter was burned in the feet and transported to hos-

pital, it added. Firefl

ghters were sent Immediately to try to con-

trol the blaze about 10 km south of Khorramabad, the area's

north of the country,

governor Mohammad Baharvand told IRNA., Baharvand said an
investigation has been launched into the cause of the fire on the
pipeline carryving crude from neighbouring oil fields to the

- L -
Blast near Microsoft office in S Africa:
An explosion rocked the South African office of US sollware giant
Microsoft Friday, shattering windows but causing no injuries, a

company spokeswomnan
Johannesburg.

sald,

Reuters

reports from

“There was an explosion at around 5 am (0900 BST) this
morning. Nobody was hurt,” Terry Annecke, marketing director
for Microsoft's South African operations told Reuters, She sald
the blast was caused by an unidentified device and occurred in
the courtyard next to the company's office in Johannesburg,

Police were Investigating.

Teuku Don Zulfahri, an oflicial
of the Free Aceh Movement, in a
restaurant on Thursday

Indonesian military officials
denied accusations by a rebel
spokesman in Aceh that In-
donesian agents were behind
the slaying.

Despite anger over the
killing. both sides pledged to
prevent further bloodshed

“We hope we can find peace
as the Acehnese are desperate
for the fighting to end.” rebel
spokesman Ismail Syahputra
sald in a telephone interview
“We can control our men. We
will now see if Indonesia’'s mili-
tary leaders can control theirs.”

An Indonesian military
commander in Aceh said the
security forces also would re-
spect he agreement.

“We will obey the ceaselire,”
sald Col. Syarifuddin Tippe.
“We won't be taking any (1}&*11-
sive actions.”

Finding a lasting peace in
Aceh Is a major test for In-
donesia, which has embarked
on a painful transition to
democracy and economic re-
form after years of corrupt au-
thoritarian rule,

The world's fourthmost
yopulous country is made up of
mndreds of different ethnic
groups and languages spread
over thousands of isﬁ]uuia. Pes-
simists worry it Is In danger ol
eventually breaking apart.

East Timor, Invaded by In-
donesia in 1975, broke [ree
from Jakarta's rule last year
after a UN-supervised ballot,

Solving Aceh’'s problems
without granting full Indepen-
dence Is a major challenge for

current President Abdurrah-
man Wahid, who came to
power last October,
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Clinton
smiles after receiving the
| Charlemagne award outside

President Bill

US

cathedral in Aachen,
Germany, yesterday.

—AFP photo

Chinton
honoured

AACHEN, Germany, June 2
1US President Bill Clinton was

' honoured today by the battle-
' scarred German porder city of

Aachen for his effonts to pre-

serve peace and unity in Eu-
roper even when that ;meant
waging war in Yugoslavia, re-
ports Reuters

In a ceremonial break from
a busy tour of Europe that will
take him to Russia at the week-
end. Clinton received the annual
Charlemagne Prize, named af-
ter the eight-century European
emperor who had his capital at

| Aachen. on what is now the
Belgian-German lrontier
Despite the pomp of the

award ceremony, German
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder
warned Clinton against upset-
ting the global arms balance
with US plans for a national
missile defence, which he said
shiould be debated within NATO.

“As this issue could have ef-
fects well beyond the USA, it is
in the sense of the alliance that

it be treated in a spirit ol part-
' nership,” Schroeder said, wel-

coming promises from Clinton
to take account of the scheme's
impact on disarmament
(reaties.

Russia has warned that the
proposed missile defence system
could wreck existing arms con-
trol pacts.

In Berlin., US and German
officials failed to end a legal
dispute holding up pavments
from an industry-backed com-
pensation fund to surviving
Nazi-era slave workers which
they had hoped to resolve belore
the end ot Clinton's visit

After flying in from Berlin
with Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright following a
long evening ol talks and dinner
with Schroeder, the president
attended a religious service at
Aachen’'s 1 .000-vear-old cathe-
dral betore receiving the award

Mass grave
found 1n
Phnom Penh

PHNOM PENH. June 2: A
mass grave dis overed in the
shadow of the Khmer Rouge s

L imnost infamous torture chamber

imspired hope Friday that an
American victim of the radical
Cambodian communists may
linally be found, reports AP

The grave uncovered Thurs-
day by a Phnom Penh resident
lmn-p."lring a house extension in
s front yvard contains at least
seven people believed to have
Iu.'llr-,-lu-tl in Tuol Sleng prison,
ocated just 100 metres away

At least 14,000 were hinpris-
oned in Tuol Sleng during the
late 1970s rule of the Khmer
Rouge, including as many as 11
Westerners who were ensnared
by the group’s bloody revolution.

All but a handful of the pris-
oners were Kkilled.

US Embassy officials and
researchers of the Cambodian
genocide visited the grave Fri-
day, eager to find any clues

| linking one of the bodies to

Michael Scott Deeds, an Ameri-
can yachtsman captured in
1978 while safling in the Gull of
Lhoalantd

“Michael Scott Deeds was lost
hero, We're very interested in
thiis, “said Jerry Philbrook, a
LIS military official stationed al
the embassy.

—AFP photo

Indian FMuirges closer l{

security ties in Asia

SINGAPORE, June 2: Indian
Foreign Minister Jaswant Singh
called for closer security ties be-
tween India and Southeast
Asian nations to collectively
tackle regional issues ranging
from piracy to water resources,
reports AP.

“Unlike other regions ... Asia
lacks any over-arching security
framework,” Singh said Friday
in a lecture titled “India and
ASEAN: Security Paradigm lor
AD 2000."

“This is a shortcoming born,
in part, of the overhang of a
colonial past and in part of our
Asian inability to construct ac-
cord out of divergence.” he said

Singh arrived in Singapore
late Thursday for a three-day

official visit

Since 1996, India has held a
security dialogue with the 10
countries of the Assoclation of |
Southeast Aslan Nations within

the context of the annual
ASEAN regional forum.
In the forum, the ASEAN |

members discuss regional se- |
curity issues with 12 other na- |

tions, including the United
States, Canada, China, Japan,
Russia, and India. The Euro-
pean Union also participates.,
But Singh said India and the
ASEAN countries could work
more closely to tackle issues in-
cluding drug-trafficking, terror-
{sm, piracy, food security, wa-
ter and energy resources
ber-crime and the environmenl

Luxembourg hostage
drama ends

WASSERBILLIG, Luxem-
bourg, June 2: Police freed 25

children and three teachers
from a Luxembourg kinde:
garten late Thursday alter

shooting and critically wound-
ing a.man who held them
hostager.for 28, hours, police
said; reports AFP

All the children, aged seven
and under, and the teachers
were unharmed after their or
deal in the town of Wasserbillig
on the border of Luxembourg
and Germany, police said 3

The shooting ended a tense
standoff that began Wednesday

alternoon when Neji Bejaouli, a
{9-year-old of Tunisian origin
with a history of mental distur-
bance* burst into the kinder-
garten armed with a pist 1,
hand grenades and a knile
Negotiations began soon af-
terwards, bat Intecior Minister
Michel Wolter said the break-
through came when
hostage-taker was lured out of
the kindergarten building with

the

a promise that he could appear
on television

Police marksmen disguised
a television crew shot Be-
jaoui twice in the head
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Cubau
at Elian
ruling

HAVANA. June 2: Cuba was
upset Thursday at a US appeals
court decision barring an asy-
lum hearing for Ellan Gonzalez,
but preventing the six-year-old
boy's immediate return home 1o
Cuba, reports AFP

The Atlanta, Georgia. ap-
peals court ruled Thursday that
Elian had no right to an asylum
hearing in the United States.

But the court also ordered
that he remain in the United
States pending a possible ap-
peal in the next 14 days by Mi-
ami relatives who are opposed

cy- |

to his return to the Communist
Island with his Cuban father.
US Attorney General told re-
| porters in Washington that
Elian would be required to re-
| main in the United States for at
| least 21 days if the relatives did
not appeal
: The case could drag on con-
| siderably longer should lawyers
|f=~r Elian's Miami great uncle
|

|.azaro Gonzalez pursue their
court action

In one of several official
| statements read on television,
| Cuba condemned the ban on
| Elian's immediate return to his
| homeland. saving it was a "con-
:ir:-f-,ﬂ-lrm to the Miami mafia.” a
| reference to the- Cuba-exile
rpopudation (in Florida, many of
whomu want Elian teo siav.in the
United States. : :
; Generally under these cir-
| cunstances, any ban on leaving
the country is lifted,” the state-

ment said. "But in this case it
1148 been r“x1r“I.E]f*f] :
This will never end.” one

Cuban statement said

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

Office of the Executive Engineer
Public Works E/M Division-8, Mirpur, Dhaka

Tender Invitation Notice

Tenders in Bangladesh Form No-2911 In
conditions mentioned below from specia
establishment/manufacturing establishment O

manufacturing establishment for the undermentioned work

Last date of selling tender: 11-6-2000 till office hours
Date and time of receiving tender: 12-6-2000 till 12-00 Nool
Date and time of opening tender: 12-6-2000 at 12-30 PM

sealed envelopes on item rate basis under terms and
1 = - - -~ \ AT i - -

| class/class | {combined)/class | (E/M) contractors
' — § - - s ~ ~ b I's
| ".',."Q,_J [:'Ten[ 9] Dl:lller SUp Stalion 1..\.{.'1; ag:nl Ol

Establishments interested in participating tender should have the previous experience of successfully
installation and commissioning of power sub-station of 300 KVA indoor

NOAWaT

POWE sup-station in a Siﬂg1e

work order in government/semi-government/autonomous organisation. Previous experience

certificate should be in the prescribed proforma obtainabie at the Cost
the official of the concerned organisation (not b

given by
3)

selling

Ap?hcanon for purchasing tender wi
ing tender along with the copies of electrical licence, Value A

TIN certificate, experience certificate of previous experience and

manufacturer/certificate as local agent 10

Department, Dhaka
4)

and TIN certificate
)

Khulna Public
Works Division-1,

Establishments interested in participatin
contractorship and supervisory licence, VA

Tender can be purchased on payment
in cash (non-refundable) from the office of
Division-1 Chittagong under Public Works Depart
orks Department under Public Works De
under Public Works Rajshahi Zone

Dhaka Public Work E/M Workshop Division
Division, Dhaka/Public Works Division-4 un

the Additional Chief

Segunbagicha, Dhaka during office hours

6)

Tenders will be received in the tender boxes kept at
Public Works E/M Division-1 under
Division-1 under Public Works Department
Public Works Department Rajshani

1/2/3/4/5/6/7 Dhaka Public Works E/M Workshop Division and Publ

Dhaka includin
Sequnbagicha,
Earnest mone
BD/CD/PO/SDR from an
Executive Engineer, Public

haka.

IS permanent security money
earnest money. If the total qu
additional money can be added
The tender receiving authority r
reason and the authority IS not 0
Tenderers 'must enclose the origina
Mentionable, that the quantity of
) estimate etc can be refixed with necessary amend

estimate for the said work.

this Division to Sub-Division 5

at the rate of 2%
schedule

under Public W

iwo

in the form of BD/CD/PO.

imber Workshop Division and Public Works
der Public Works Sub-Division-5, Purto Bhaban,

Zone. Executive Engineer, |
ic Works Eden Building Division,
orks Division-4. Purto Bhaban,

of price stated from the office

elow the rank of an Executive Engineer)
Il have to be made at least 5 (five) days before the last date of

dded Tax registration certificate,
enlistment reqister/certificate as
Engineer (E/M), Public Works

in the tender must have valid ABC electrical
registration certificate of National Board of Revenue

of specific cost 775/~ (seven hundred seventy-five) taka onl%
the Divisional Commissioner, Dhaka, Public Works Efl
ment, Chittagong Zone, Public Works Division-1,
artment, Khulna Zone, Rajshahi Public
ublic Works E/M Division 1/2/3/4/5/6/7

Eden Building

the office of the Divisional Commission, Dhaka.
Public Works Department, Chittagong Zone, Public WOrks
Khulna Zone, Public Works

ivision-1, Rajshahi under
Public Works E/M Division-

er cent) of the total quoted cost in the form of
bank approved by Bangladesh Bank in favour of the
Norks E/M Division-8, Mirpur will have to be enclosed with tender. If there
in the Public Works Department, then it can be mentioned as an
oted cost does not cover the permanent security money, then the

eserves the right to reject any or all tenders withoul assigning any

bliged to accept the lowest or any other tender.
money receipt with the tender at
tem/specification/rate including
ments on the basis of the technical approved

the time of submitting tender.
the amount of the cost of

of the said work. the tender has been invited under the condition

11 As there is an urgent necessily
)___that the concerne establishment will be obl

S Name of work . Estimated
N cost

Works of transforming 250 KVA Electrical Sub-
Station to 500 KVA Electrical Sub-Station at

rate

the premises of the office of the theory of
Disease and Disease Control of the Health
Directorate at Mohakhali in Dhaka.

DFP-13333-29/5
G- 1057

iged to do the work on technical estimated cost.

At the quoted

Earnest money | Time allowed

“At the rate of 45 (forty-
2% (two per five) days
cent)

Executive Engineer
Public Works E/M Division-8
Mirpur, Dhaka.




