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Rajuk not equipped to

implement Master Plan

No change in Rajuk's setup since '56

Rajuk is unable to imple-
ment the Dhaka Melropolitan
Development Plan or the Master
Plan due to acute shortage ol
technical manpower and ab-
sence of a monitoring mecha-
nism, Rajuk officials said.

Absence of monitoring is re-
sulting in unplanned urbanisa-
tion of the 590 square mile
area under the jurisdiction of
Rajuk. This is also giving rise to
serious social, environmental
and economical problems. Town
planners and environmentalists
said that with the current
trend of unplanned growth,
L 4 Dhaka will become 'uninhabit-

able' in the near future and its
inhabitants will face an ‘envi-
ronmental disaster.

The officials said although it
is mandatory to follow the Mas-
ter Plan, Rajuk’s existing struc-
ture “makes it impossible to
ensure it". The Master Plan was
devised over a period of four
years at a cost of about Tk 16
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crore. On August 4, 1997, pro-

visions of the Master Plan was

incorporated in the Town Im-
provement Act, 1953 through a
gazette notification.

* Rajuk’'s manpower from a
peon to the Chairman is less
than 450 now and Its
organogram has remained the
same since its inception in
1956. How do you expect Rajuk
to implement a modern Master
Plan devised in 19987 asked a
senior Rajuk official.

The area under Rajuk’s ju-
risdiction was increased from
320 square miles to 590 square
miles when the government con-
verted Dhaka Improvement
Trust into Rajdhani Unnayan
Katripakkha (Rajuk) on April
JO, 1986.

Now. Rajuk’'s biggest prob-
lem is lack of technical man-
power required to monitor im-
plementation of the Master
Plan. The total number of Ra-
juk engineers, town planners

and architeets is only 30
whereas the number should
have been many times that, the
official said.

* Then again, all these 35
people are constantly busy ap-
proving building construction
plans in the city. Rajuk has no
mechanism to see what Is hap-
pening even in Motijheel area
which Is so near Rajuk Bha-
ban.” said another top oflicial,
The only way Rajuk comes to
know about a deviation from
plan or irregularity is through
public complaints or newspaper
[L‘p()l’lh.

“The reason behind so many
planning irregularities and cor-
ruption in Rajuk is the indiffer-
ence of successive governments
to streamline it", the official
sald seeking anonymity.

“Successive governments
have used Rajuk only to extract
residential and commercial
plots in the city. They have
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Shipu murder

Threat to abduct
kids of victim's
family

By Staff Correspondent

Anonymous callers are
threatening family members
that their kids will be Kid-
napped if they do not withdraw
the murder case filed in con-
nection with the Kkilling of
Iftekhar Ahmed Shipu.

Shipu, 38, a mobile phone
trader and a resident of Banani
in the city, was gunned down by
three gunmen at the UAE Mar-
ket there on May 24.

Shipu's brother Ishtiaq
Ahmed filed a murder case ac-
cusing Jewel, son of ruling party
MP Kamal Majumder and two
others -- Naimuzzaman

: Jubayer and Saiful Alam.

‘ “"We are almost house arrest
and fearing attack on our fam-
ily members” Ishtiaq said. "Now
they are threatening to abduct
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The opposition alliance is
all set to lay siege to the Elec-
tion Commission offices across
the country tomorrow to protest
the government's ‘unilateral’
appointment of the chief elec-
tion commissioner.

The siege programme also
aims to serve an warning to the
govermment and the EC that no
election is to be held prior to the
next parliamentary polls and to
force CEC M. A. Syed to resign
mmmediately.

The programme was origi-
nally planned on June 1, but
was deferred due to other pro-
grammes to mark the 19th
death anniversary of President
Ziaur Rahman.

Meanwhile, the government
has imposed a 12-hour ban
from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. tomorrow
over a wide area (about two
kilometres) around the EC Sec-
retariat on holding of any gath-
ering, procession and demon-
Sstration.

The Dhaka Metropolitan Po-
lice commissioner has imposed
the restriction, fearing disrup-
tion of peace and discipline as
well as security of life and prop-
erty.

The restricted areas stretch
from Bangla Motor crossing to
Mohakhali rail crossing, west-
ern part of Bangla Motor link
road to the SAARC fountain on
Sonargaon Road, eastern point
of Panthapath to Greed Road

Ban around EC sectt
as Opposition
set to lay siege

By Rezaul Karim

connecting point to Farmgate,
Shyvamoli Cinema Hall to
Dhanmondi Road no. 27, Agar-
gaon Shishu Mela crossing to
Rokeya Sarani connecting
point, Rokeya Saranl-Agargaon
connecting point to old Nine
Division crossing (Aeroplane
Crossing) to Parjatan crossing
at Bijoy Sarani and western
point of Indira Road to westemn
part of Manik Mia Avenue

The restricted areas of
Sangsad Bhaban. Chandrima
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Alleged terrorist
shot dead by

his rivals 1n city
By Staff Correspondent

An alleged terrorist was shot
dead by his rivals at Garden
Road in the city's Kazipara un-
der Tejgaon police station in
the city on Thursday night, po-
lice and hospital sources said.

The dead was identified as
Jahangir Hossain, 28, son of
Bishu Bepari, a resident of Tes-
turibazar, Tejgaon in the city.

Police said the victim was
engaged in criminal activities
in and around Karwanbazar
area.

Jahangir was shot dead iIn
front of his uncle’'s residence at
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A combo picture shows boisterous Bangladesh fans (left) celebrating the dismissal of dashing opener Saeed Anwar (middle)
Cup fixture between the hosts and Pakistan at the Bangabandhu National Stadium, and (right) Sri Lanka's skipper Sanath Jayasuriya do a bit of
stretching at their hotel swimming pool. The defending champions take on Pakistan on Monday.

Imran Nazir of
Pakistan

Every
Run
Counts

Humiliating defeat

for Bangladesh

Pakistan made hosts
Bangladesh swallow a humili-
ating 233-run defeat, the biggest
of margins in one-day interna-
tionals, in yesterday's Pepsli
Asia Cup encounter at Bang-
bandhu National Stadium, re-
port agencies.

Rvpl};inlg to Pakistan’'s tow-
ering 320 for three in 50 overs,
the home team’'s innings

stopped dead at 87 for nine in
34 .2 overs.

The hosts were in trouble
even before their innings began
as opener Shahriar Hossain
was unable to bat after pulling
hamstring while he was field-
ing.

Bangladesh's previous low-
est score was 92 against Zim-
babwe. Incldenrally, it was
Pakistan who handed down the
minnows their previous biggest
margin defeat -- by 173 runs.

The previous record margm
of defeat in ODIs was Sri
Lanka's 232-run druhbing by
Australia in Adelaide in 1985

Pakistan's promising right-
handed opener Imran Nazir was
adjudged man of the match for
his aggressive 80 runs oft 76
balls.

Habibul Bashar opened the
innings with Javed Omar Belim
and was the top scorer for home
side making 23 runs while
Mushfiqur Rahman added 12
Skipper Aminul Islam made a
duck while the rest of the bats-
men could not reach the double
figure.

Abdur Razzak was pick of
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the hostile Pakistani bowlers,
claiming three wickets for only

five runs while Azhar Mal-
mood took two for 22 runs
Wasim Akram, Mohammed

Akram and Shoaib Malik took
one wicket each

Earlier, Pakistan ploughed
through the lacklustre bowling
and fielding of the hosts to pile
up a mamunoth 320.

Opener Imran Nazir led the
Pakistan batting assault by
hitting a quickfire 80, followed
by Yuusuf Youhanna, adding
another 80 runs off 104 balls in
a spirited partnership

The Pakistan score crossed
the 100-mark in just 15 overs
The run spree continued with
Inzamam-ul-Haq and Shahid
Afridi both hitting 75 off 61 and
45 off 32 bals respectively

Dashing opener Saeed An-
war was first to return to the
pavillion at 31 off 32 balls, al-
ter being bowled by Nailmur
Rahman in the 12th over

Imran Nazir was run out at
at 27.1 overs following a iix-up
with Yousuf Youhanna who, i
turn, was stumped by Khaled
Mashud off Enamul Hoque at
41 4 overs

Yesterday
istan encounter is thi
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one-day meeting. The previous

match was the memorable game
at the World Cup in England a
vear ago when Bangladesh se-
cured an upset win
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Tomorrow is a rest day

Vour fff-i";_; f

| B LI D IR S '

= CRYSIATCLEYR T L
SALE AL PRISKRING WATER - -

Srrwvarymiering

-comes natlrallyf -

I MUM |

www. partexbeyerage.com

Protest continues
BCRA to submuit
memo to PM,
meet Khaleda

By Staff Correspondent

ijcll'.'._l.lq.luif"“'h L. T1I0CE Re-
| porters’ Association [(BCRA)
| brought out a procession and
held a rally in the city yesterday
1O press home its demands
It also announced its next
iction programimt t the rally
held in front ol the Jativa 'ress
Clul
The ass jation’'s demandads
include removal of DMP Con-
missioner Matiur Rahman and
withdrawal of all lalse 1SEeS
“-.-r'l 1 |

ATTOCK FORT (Pakistan),
June 2: A Pakistani provincial
court today accepted a govern-
ment appeal seeking the death
penalty for deposed Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif on
charges of hijacking and terror-
ism, reports AP.

Sharif has already been
convicted on those charge and
sentenced to two concurrent life
sentences. The hearing on
whether the former prime min-
ister should be given the death
penalty will begin on June 12 in
the anti-terrorist Sindh High
Court in the port city of
Karachi.

Deepening the former prime
minister's predicament, an-
other court charged Sharif to-
day with tax evasion, corrup-
tion and fraudulently import-
ing a helicopter, Sharif and co-
defendant Saifur Rehman, a
former senator and chief of the
Accountability Bureau, pleaded
innocent. A hearing on those
charges will begin on June 9

The new charges carry o

maximum sentence of 14 years
imprisonment. If convicted,

Sharif and Rehman can be dis-
qualified from holding a public
office for 21 years.

Sharif was charged with fm-
porting a Russian-made heli-
copter, worth 11.3 million dol-
lar in 1993, which was not
shown in his declaration of
property to the tax department.
He also was charged with evad-
ing taxes and concealing his
wealth.

The charges are "bogus” and
"cooked-up.” Sharif told the
court in Attock Fort, where he
Is being held 104 Kkilometers
east of Pakistan's capital, Is-
lamabad.

“The army {Is staging a
drama through the NAB
(National Accountability Bu-
reau). This is a shame in the
name of accountability,” Sharif
told the court.

"l have already been given 25
years of imprisonment. You can
give me another term of 50
years In jail. I am even ready to
be hanged,” he said.

"My fate has already been
dlecided. The army Is liring the
gun by keeping it on your

Court accepts appeal seeking
death penalty for Sharif

shoulder.” he told the judge.
Sharif’'s lawyer, Mujeebur
Rehman, boycotted the court
proceedings earlier, saying au-
thorities are not allowing him
to meet his client
When the judge read out the

charges against him. Sharil
was without a lawyer.
Aside [rom Sharil, several

other high-level politicians are
being tried in the 16th century
Attock Fort. The government
says the trials of politicians are
being conducted here to ensure
their security.

The govermment submitted
the appeal seeking the death
penalty for Sharif last month,
and the Sindh High Court’s de-
cision on Friday clears the way
for a hearing to be held

The government is appealing

the earlier sentence handed
down by the court, which gave
Sharif two concurrent lile sen-
lences,

Army Chief Pervez
Musharral overthrew Sharlil's
civillan government in a blood-
less military coup on Oct, 12

(i1

Though a number of Opposi-
tion lawmakers are now on the
verge ol losing their Jatiyva
Sangsnd membership because
of 90 days' absence, the BNP-led
alliance is yet to take any deci-
sion on its return to the House
1o protect their membership.

Leader of the Opposition in
Parllament Khaleda Zia and a
number of front ranking BNP
MPs may lose their parliament
membership if the wpeoming
I81h session continues for 32 1o
40 days, sources said,

By Staff Correspondent

They sald, majority of the
BNP and Jatiya Party MPs are
now worrled and pressing their
respective party leaderships to
take a decision immediately on
the issue,

BNP MP from Narsingdhl,
Shamsuddin Eshak, has al-
ready lost his membership for
absence for 90 consecutive sit-
ling days. He lost his member-
ship as per Article 67(1) (b) of
the Constitution that deals with
vacation of seats.

The sources sald Opposition

MPs do not want to lose their
membership merely for absence
from the House. The growing
pressure has already put policy
makers of the two parties In a
serious dilemma, they said

BNP policy makers sald they
did not boycott the Jatiya
Snr:r{sad but refrained from at-
tending sittings since the last
budget session on "a number of
specific reasons”,

They sald the Opposition
will return to parlfament |f
their five preconditions are

~ Many Opposition MPs about to lose JS membership

meet and a congenial atmo-
sphere is created

“The crisis has been created
solely by the government and it
is the responsibility of the rul-
ing party to take Initiative to
rf:.-mlvv the problems”, one of
them sald,

Opposition Chief Whip
Khandaker Delwar Hossalin
sald, “Still there Is enough time
to take a decision, but we yet to
call a meeting of the BNP Par-
llamentary Party”.
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View from the Gully

A pathetic sight indeed

By Tawfig Aziz Khan

The scorecard tells the tale

There could not been 'a more
pathetic sight before than the
one that was enacted at Dhaka
on Friday.

Bangladesh were barely into
the 35th over when the match
ended, or shall we say, the
spectators were put out of their
misery.

The going was so good for the
visitors, still looking for their
first Asia Cup, that the instant
success of Naimur Rahman
having Saeed Anwar clean
bowled could not even slow down
the Pakistan tempo despite the
arrival of usually sedate Yousuf
Youhana,

It was another hot and hu-
mid day, and the Pakistanis
flying in straight from the
Caribbeans made the right de-
cision to acclimatise with the lo-
cal weather and the wicket,
Soon the mediocrity of the at-
tack was exposed by Saeed An-
war, who had been out of action
for quite some time, and the
impetuous young man lmran

Nazir. Together they started
plundering the opening attack,
and Nazir was severe on any-

/iIRANGS

thing and everything. Neither
the wicket nor any bowler could
contain the devastating duo,
who went on to put on a quick-
fire 75 before Nazir ran himself
out. He really caught the bowl-
ing by the scruff of the neck
But the hosts had lost all initia-
tive and imagination by then,
and no amount of field changing
or bowling change had any ef-
fect whatsoever on the bats-
men. Afridi joined Inzamam
and these two blasted the last
few overs at will scoring 60 runs
in the last five overs without
being separated. The hosts had
some taste of test class batting
once again.

The target was well nigh im-
possible flor Han%huluwh to
achieve but no one thought also
about the way they played in
front of an expectant huge holi-
day crowd, who braved the sul-
try weather only to see some
fireworks from their local
heroes,

The Pakistanis, with their
World Cup defeat against
Bangladesh at the back ol their
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Our other car is the

Rolls-Royce

By Shakil Kasem

To start with, if you didn't
think much of our one -day
team over the last few days
walit till you see our Test side
Since Test status comes cheap
these days, we shall be wearing
the hallowed mantle within the
next one month; judging from
the dispatches from the Iront
We are absolutely certain that
our Test team is of a higher
standard, playing the game on a
more ethereal level. Surely, the
administrators of cricket in
South Africa, Australia and
New Zealand can't be all wrong
in their assessments. Only Eng-
land has not said so in so many
words. But then, England is an
ailing, almost Third World
country these days, long past its
prime, cricket and otherwise
One only hopes that while get-
ting the cherished status, we ac-
tually read the fine print as
well. Men of different lands and
climes do tend to speak with
forked tongues

Back to the usual unusual

1 yvesterday. Bangladesh met Pak-

{stan for the first time the
fateful encounter in England
We had all wept with joy when
the same team that plaved ves-
terday had swept the Pakistanis
off their high horse in that epic
encounter. We wept again when
our victory was accused of being
tainted with the allegation that
the match had been decided be-
forechand. Oh, the sheer I1g-
nominy of it all!

What made the whole
episode so painful was that the
allegation stemmed [rom one ol
our staunchest advocates lor
our promotion to the rarelied
atmosphere of Test cric ket. Al-
ter the initial shock. dismay.
disbelief and the resultant hue
and cry had subsided. an apol-
ogy was tendered to Fakistan
for having uttered such an un-
speakable thought aloud. We on
the other hand. as the other ag-
grieved party, were too polile to
seek an apology. But, that is an-
other sad story, better lelt un-
touched for the moment. What
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