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Sri Lanka

South Asia_

Tension in the Indian Ocean

Mansoor Mamoon looks at the situation in Sri Lanka that
may well turn the Indian Ocean into a hot bed of rivalry
and acrimony of the super and the regional powers

HE government troops and
. the guerrillas belonging to
the Liberation of Tamil
Tigers Elam(LTTE) are now
locked in a pitched battle for
the control of strategically im-
portant northeastern Jaffna
eninsula. There has been a
urry of diplomatic activities
from various international quar-
ters to diffuse the high tension
and to bring about a settlement
of the long-standing Insurgency
in the Indian-Ocean island re-
public. Norway, the chief facili-
tator in the negotiation between
the Sri Lanka government and
the LTTE, has initiated a shut-
tle diplomacy simultaneously
talking to New Delhi, Colombo
and the LTTE as to how to how
to end the ethnic strife that has
already cost over 60.000 lives in
17 yvears, and to restore much-
vaunted peace in the war rav-
aged country.

President Chandrika Ku-
maratunga's government
wanted that India should pro-
vide military assistance and
should join with Norway In fa-
cilitating the peace process by
using its clout over LTTE to
come to the ncﬁotmtlnn table.
To the utter dismay of the
Colombo ﬁovermueut. New
Delhi flatly denied that it is not
in a position to provide any mil-
itary assistance. But it is ready
to give what it called humani-
tarian assistance for the safe
pull out of about 40,000 gov-

ernment troops encircled In
Jaffna by LTTE guerrilla bands.
Indian National Security Advi-
sor Brajesh Mishra spelt oul
the conditionalities to the jour-
nalists for such assistance,
which are - let Jaffna fall to the
LTTE, let the Colombo govern-
ment formally propose for In-
dian medlation and create a
climate of enforcing cease-fire,
President Chandrika could well
understand the Indian motive,
which In other words mean that
LTTE should recapture Jalina
which will tantamount to
meeting its long cherished de-
sire of establishing a de jure, if
not a de facto se{mratc state.
This is why she has ruled out
any possibility of troops with-
drawal from Jaffna, however,
severe the cost may be for her
government in the face of what
she conceded as “ LTTE's de-
termined fight”.

It was, in fact, India which
had fuelled the ethnic strife in

Sri Lanka by way of its long-
terin geo-political strategy . To
quote Chandrika: “The people of
Sri Lanka feel that it was an
Indian government sometime
ago that supported the terror-
ists on their soil so that they
could come back and start the
war .

The bone of contention had
been Sri Lankan government
decision to provide the US ships
based in the Indian Ocean Is-

land of Diego Garcla berthing
and refuelling facilities at Trin-
comalee in the late seventies At
that time Delhi was aligned
with the now-defunct Soviet
Union and did not like the idea
of US presence in so near Iits
coasts. Moreover,
governiment in India was at that
time heavily depending on the
support of the people of the
southern state of Tamil Nadu,

So to curry favour with the
Tamils In India as well as for
tactical reasons of creating
pressure on the Sri Lanka gov-
ernment for its hobnobbin
with Washington, the New Delh
allegedly started training Tamil
insurgents and sending them
back to the island with arms to
trigger the separatist war. They
are fighting to carve out a
homeland for Sri Lanka's 3.2
million minority Tamils alleging
that they are grossly discrimi-
nated by the Sinhalese, who
make up 14 million of the

country's total population of

18.6 million. In 1987 under a
treaty India sent its troops to

Sri Lanka to disengage LTTE
guerrillas .

But the Sinhalese Buddhists

opine that Indian troops had, in
fact, nullified, in a subtle man-
ner, the allout offensives, which
the Jaywerdene government
launched at that time against
the LTTE guerrillas and were
achieving considerable suc-
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The Battle for Jattna

The LTTE victory at Elephant Pass and latest peace ini-
tiatives by the Norwegians have substantially enhanced the
rebels' bargaining power, says M Abdul Hafiz ~

MIDST optimism spurred

by Norwegian-brokered

eace deal for Sri Lanka,
the Tamil Tigers stormed Ele-
phant Pass garrison at the en-
trance of Jaffna peninsula and
pierced through its impregnable
security blanket on 19 April
last. To outside observers it
might have looked sudden and
dramatic but Velupillai Prab-
hakaran, the LTTE chief, al-
ways had both honesty and au-
dacity to spell out his designs in
advance. Even when the LTTE
was ejected out of Jaffna in
1995 after it ran a parallel ad-
ministration for five years in
the peninsula, Prabhakaran
vowed to wrest back Jaffna. As
he quietly embarked on*his dif-
ficult task, President Chan-
drika was, for a while, hailed as
‘'messiah’ for restoring the
province to Sri Lanka.

By November last year, the
Tamil Tigers menacingly cut
through the army lines in the
north and regained all territo-
ries they lost earlier. In Decem-
ber 1999, after the assassina-
tion attempt on the President's
life failed, Prabhakaran again
vowed that 2000 would be the
'decisive year of war'. True to
his words, from December 11
last year to March 16 this vear,
the LTTE chief attacked and oc-
cupied the eastern coastal belts
of Elephant Pass Complex.

After the fall of satellite
camps north of Elephant Pass.
the military command was suf-
ficiently warned by the intelli-
gence agencies about an im-
pending assault on Elephant
Complex itself. Yet the govern-
ment troops sat there like sit-
ting ducks awaiting the attack
to come. Now with the fall of the
strategic Elephant Pass the bat-
tle for Jaffna is in its final
phase.

For Prabhakaran it has been
a long war of attrition which he
conducted by gradually destroy-
ing the nation's power of resis-
tance. He was able to spread ter-
ror throughout the country by
sending his suicide squads to
the heart of Sri Lankan capital.
With complete immunity, they
played havoc with their objec-
tives all these years. the worst
being the Central Bank bomb-
ing in 1996 which killed 88 per-
sons and injured more than
1000. Came close in its heel the
bombing of World Trade Centre
of Colombo in 1997. In order to
deprive the nation of a strong
leadership, the LTTE also tar-
geted national leaders includ-
ing those from political opposi-
tion. So shocking was its cllects
that Sri Lankan politicians. of

late. refrained [rom publicly
criticising the LITE lest they
should become the Tigers tar-
gel

The suicide bomb syndrome,
a fear that a bomber could
strike anywhere, anytime and
against any target, irrespective
of the level of protection, had
adversely affected both civilian
and military morale. The sui-
cide attack threat softened the
stand of the toughest of leaders,
compromised the position even
of hardline organisations and
debilitated the public will that
had all along argued In favour
of decisive fights against the
LTTE. It sapped the courage of
political and military elite who
no longer wanted to be identi-
fled with their high-profile ac-
tion plan against the LTTE. In
turn it degraded the moral
strength of the public to fight
against an enemy organisation
seeking to destroy Sri Lankan
stale,

The Elephant Pass debacle
has been an obvious manifesta-
tion of that sagging wmorale
which also inexorably perme-
ated the rank and file of gov-
ernment forces. Overwhelimed
by the fury of Tigers' assaults,

the government troops virtu-
ally abandoned their en-
trenched positions and tled.
The Army Chief, General Srilal
Weerasoorya, defended the re-
treat as a part of the strategy so
that the forces "could fight an-
other day." He also dismissed
the growing concern about the
security of Jaffna. But few even
in the government are im-
pressed with his confidence.

On the other hand, the gov-
ernment is visibly panicked.
The LTTE's push towards Jalflna
which is now vulnerable with
the fall of Elephant Pass has
forced President Chandrika to
declare a state of emergency in
the country. In apparent jitters
she announced tough measures
to battle the Tamil rebels.
briefly put complete censorship
on media under Public Security
Act and sent SOS of sorts to for-
eign governments for help. For-
eign Minister Lakshman
Kadirgamar — who was conva-
lescing in New Delhi after a
surgery — called on Indian
Primme Minister reportedly to
seek Indian assistance in Sri
Lanka's hour of crisis.

In the meantime, the Tigers
are steadily advancing towards
Jaffna bringing the government
held Palaly military base and
Kankesanthural (KKS) port also
under threat. Both of them are
now within striking distance of
the Tigers' artillery range. Just
now, heavy fightings are raging
in the north with both sides
r]aimin% and counterclaiming
gains. The return of the Tigers
to Jaffna, which is a clear pos-
sibility now after Elephant
Pass disaster. could mean the
return of the pre-1995 days,
franght with massive disloca-

tions and revenge Kkillings for
the people living there. But then
Jaffna has changed hands
many times even earlier.

There have been many shifts
in the military balance in Sri
Lanka's ethnic war even in the
past. But neither side gained
anything conclusively. If
Jaffna does fall in the hands of
the Tigers the battle may be
over but the war for Eelam will
hardly be won. However in the
light of the latest peace initia-
tive by the Norwegians, the
LTTE victory at Elephant Pass
has substantially enhanced the
rebels' bargaining power. And if
they can wrest back Jaffna as
vowed by its leader five years
ago then the LTTE will hold all
the cards at the negotiating
table.

The author (s a retired
Brigaditer of Bangladesh Armuy.

the central .

cesses. At the same time the
Indian troops were also contain-
ing the LTTE . Very soon both
the Sinhalese and the LTTE
turned equally opposed to In-
dian Cpresencc for their dual
role. Eventually they had to pull
out from the island after losing
a considerable number of their
personnel. Rajlv Gandhi had
also to sacrifice his life at the
altar of the wrath of LTTE.

India still plays a cruclal role
in the affairs of Sri Lanka,
About 100,000 Srli Lankan
Tamils have taken refuge in

Tamil Nadu, many of whom are
active LTTE cadres as clahined
by President Kumaratunga. The
ruling DMK i{n Tamil Nadu is
also an important coalition
partner in the NDA government
at the Centre. All the Tamll re-
gional parties have strong at-
tachment to their Sri Lankan
kith and Kin. India is also ap-
grehenslve of the flow of the

amil refugees to its coasts in
the event of further flare up of
the battle for Jafina.

India, right now, {8 keenly,
but silently observing as to who
are responding to the SOS of
the Sri Lanka government
Jdsrael with which Colombo has
re-established diplomatic ties at
the peak of the present crisis is
reported to have shipped the
badly needed arms and am-
munitions. Pakistan, India's
archenemy, is reported to be ac-
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tively considering to help Sri
Lanka with arms. And the Un-
der Secretary at the US State
Department Thomas Pickerin
dashed first to Delhl, then to
Colombo for urgent talks on the
Sri Lankan imbroglio. He said
his country Is strongly opposed
to the creatlon of a separate
Tamil state and It expects India
to play a role in the peace Initia-
tive as a regional power. Chan-
drika told an Indian daily that
India could do many things.
"What it could do is to
strengthen the hands of our
chosen facilitator Norway and
try to pursued LTTE to come for
talks.'

Chandrika government has
already agreed to change the
unitary nature of the state into
a federal arrangement with the
¥ru\rlsluu of autonomy for two

amil majority provinces in the
northeastern region. But Prab-
hakaran appears to be deflant
and will not accept short of es-
tablishing a separate Tamil
state and to fight to the last for
the recapture of Jaffna, which
LTTE lost to government troops
in 1995,

India’s strategy., as earlier
stated, seems to weaken the
Colombo government by estab-
lishing suzernaity of LTTE in
Jalfna peninsula. India is not in
favour of third party mediation
in any dispute in its immediate
neighbourhood. Under what
Bhabani Sen Gupta, the Indian
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HIS is the only time they

seem to set aside differ-

ences and enjoy. The Asia
Cup cricket, seventh of it kind,
that started in Dhaka on Mon-
day, May 29, is certainly a treat
for all the cricket lovers and
players. It is good to see all these
players together; these South
Asian heartthrobs who have,
time again, managed to in-
crease their fans following each
time they played in such ‘re-
gional' games.

Bangladesh, India, Pakistan
and Sri Lanka and may well be
the future 'awesome foursome'’!
Although the Bangladeshi
crowds don't expect the world
from their team, the others are
viewing them as equal oppo-
nents. As Sanath Jayasuria

said, "We cannot take Bangla-
desh lightly because it is their
home ground.”

The Bangladeshi players too
are quite confident about them-
selves.

"Gone are the days when we
played with the only purpose of
containing the opponents from
amassin% an embarrassing to-
tal and than scoring something
without getting all out. Things
have changed since we played
our first one-day match in the
second Asia Cup in 1988. We are
now mentally prepared to go in
the middle and try to win a
game,"” said A. ! Ielam  cap-
tain of the Bangladesii Ciichet
Team.

Their performance against
India may well pave their
towards a better cricket-playing
1Hallonl.
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While Bangladesh would be
looking forward to winning a
few games against the other
three would-be contending for
the Cup. Manager of the Indian
team, Samiran Chakraborty
commented, "The team is in
good spirits and we are defi-
nitely here to win the Cup." Sri
Lankan team captain, Jaya-
suria at a press conference said
that they were trying to reach
the position they were in 1996.
Winning the Cup would be a
good step for that.

"We will try to win every
match here and reach the finals
and hopefully return home with
the trophy,” he said.

Pakistan, after the test se-
ries with West Indies, too would
be vying for the Cup. They have

analyst, termmed as “India or
Indira doctrine”, New Delhi will
obviously view it as agalust its

gcng-'polltical interests if any
1

neighbouring country seeks any
outside assistance. This has
prompted India to press for
making the Indian Ocean as a
zone of peace. Sri Lanka gov-
ermment’'s precarious position
in the face of LTTE Insurgency
will obviously help India to ex-
tend {ts blue water navy deep
into the Indian Ocean.

The US, despite its closer
ties with India, would not wel-
come such a development con-
sidering the security of its naval
base in the Island of Diego Gar-
cla. India’s recent agreement
with Vietnam for foint naval
exercises have not been viewed
Eusltlvely by China. President K

Narayanan's current visit to
China has been designed to
improve two countries relations
which nosedived to some extent
after the Pokhran nuke testing
two years ago as well as (ts ob-
vert and covert attempts to-
wards forging closer coopera-
tion with Vietnam for extending
its naval presence further to the
Indian ocean. The situation in
Srl Lanka might, therefore, well
turn the Indian Ocean into hot
bed of rivalry and acrimony of
the super and the regional pow-
ers and which is likely to
destabilise the entire South and
Southeast Asian region.

the rains that

nounced 'fix’',
managed to delay games and

erhaps taint perforinance
ave been called 'fixed' too, as
were the audience. People even
went to the extent of joking that
the players and umpires Know
the outcome of the matches, and
the players are actually playing
against the audiences!
Nevertheless, audiences, es-
pecially in South Asian region,
have seen some (%reat shots al-
ready and would undoubtedly
see some more within the days
to come. The Bangladeshi
crowds will remain glued to the
ame, as Pakistan takes on
angladesh today. The whole
atmosphere here seems to be
cheerful and positive. Although,
the India-Bangladesh game

always maintained a confident
image and that is not going to
change for a long time to come,
One of the reasons that peo-
ple have been looking forward
to this 'South Asian’ event is
that this is taking place amidst
a lot of hue and cry concerning
match-fixing, especially Manoj
Prabhakar's statement saving
it was Kapil Dev who asked him
to play badlyv in a one-dav game
against Pakistan. However,
Samiran Chakraborty said that
they have ‘dumped those things
at Delhi' and have come here to
play a good game. The Indian
team has been advised to keep
their mouth shut, and they are,
doing a good job at it!
Interesting are the jokes that
are being whipped up because of
the match-fixing tale. While
'six' Is deliberately being pro-

took two days to reach a result,
enthusiasm ran strong. Bangla-
desh may be a new ‘cricketing
nation', but in spirit, there is no
lacking. This year's Asia Cup
roves not only that. It also
1ints at the possibility of the
region becoming the pioneer of
world cricket.

Perhaps, it is from this
spirit that the notion of settling
political differences through
cricket arises. There are many
well-wishers who believe that
India and Pakistan can share a
good relationship, if they con-
tinue to play like this and enjoy
their game. Of course, there are
people who contend that such

ames actually intensify the
‘hatred’ the two nations have in
common, but cricket, over the
years, arguably became South
Asia's favourite sport,

Remoulding Friendly Relations

The changing environment calls for a refashioning of relations between Kathmandu and New Delhi, says N K Pant

T present there are no en-
try and exit restrictions
for Indian nationals and

Nepalese subjects travelling be-
tween the two countries., As
employment

tens of thousands of Nepalese
cross into India in search of
jobs as security Funrds. domes-
tic helps, skillec

labourers. Thousands
come as students seekin

also
acl -

mission to universities, colleges

and technical Institutes .In ad-

dition, due to cultural and reli-
glous affinities, there is consid-
erable tourist and pilgrim traf-
fic between the two neighbour-

ing nations. The Himalayan
kingdom's high
ranges rounds

opportunities
within the kingdom are limited,

and unskilled

mountain
flocks of
trekkers and climbers from all
over the world mostly transit-

ing through India. Of particular
concern is the fact that Nepal Is
being used as an Important
route by international dl’ll%
traffickers especially from o
Pakistan-Afghanistan tribal
belt. Strangely. the long un-
guarded Indo-Nepal border of-
fers no hurdles to criminals,
siugglers, drug peddlers, gun
runners and last but not least
Pakistanl terrorists in thelr
movement to and from India.
India has reportedly com-

plained to Kathmandu about ISI

activities in that country from
time to time but Nepalese au-
thorities have been unable to

curb the same due to the lack of

political will and the necessary
wherewithal.

India has turned a blind eve
to plugging infiltration via
Nepal. The modus operandi for

the Pakistan based terrorists is
to travel to Kathmandu on valid
documents by commercial air-
lines and later sneak Into In-
dia. Thereupon, the ISI net.
works provides safe havens
throughout the length and
breadth of this country to carry
out acts of sabolage, bomb
blasts in public places, Killings,
kidnappings, communal riols
and wrecking the economic sys-
tem by flooding India with [ake
Indian currency besides, ac-
tively alding and abetting in-
surgency In Kashmir and the
north eastern states,

The kingdom of Nepal |s sur-
rounded by the Chinese con-
trolled Tibet on the north and
India on the three remaining
sides, With India’s moral sup-
port. the Nepalese were able to
restore the monarchy in 1951,

Prior to this. the members ol
the Rana family had ruled the
kingdom for more than a cen-
tury in the garb of hercditary
Prime Ministers alter having
stripped the royal family of Its
powers. The monarchy. after
experimenting with democracy
dispensed with it by dissolving
the parlinment and banning the
political parties in 1961 [t is on
acconnt of Intense Indian pres-
sure applivd through a border
blockade in 1989, that the King
restored the democratic multl
party system resuming the role
of a constitutional monarch.
The Nepalese economy |Is
largely dependent on India.
Most of Its lmported and re-
assembled products are re-ex-
ported to India hurting the In-
dian economy. Notwithstand-

. ing this negative factor, New

Delhi has contributed gener-
ously to developing Nepal into a
modern state, Indian economic
assistance has helped in build-
ing most of its 7700 kilometre
long highways, communication
system, alrports, institutions of
higher learning, power sta-
tions, industries and several
other establishinents including
military organisation. The na-
tion's elite life have been
mostly educated in India. The
Indian army every vear recruits
a conslderable number of youth
for its lamed Gorkha Regiments
They, along with thousands of
army pensioners settled in
various parts of the kingdom,
contribute substantially to the
Nepalese economy.

The changing security envi-
ronment, where International
terrorism is rapidly taking cen-

tre stage, calls for a friendly re-
fashioning of relations between
the two neighbours. The time
has come when the borders sep-
arating India and Nepal need to
be fenced and guarded with pre-
determined entry and exit

ints. The present system ui-
der which Indians and Nepalese
are free to travel cross the bor-
der without any documents
must be dispensed with and mu-
tually agreed system of passport
or entry permits introduced
kce‘pin the public interest of
both sides in mind. India which
has been sulfering from proxy
wars, insurgencies and acts ol
terrorism as manifested by the
hijacking of IC B14 |, must seek
the cooperation of Nepal to pur-
sue (s genuine securlty inter-
ests.

Courtesy: IPCS, New Delhl,

Silent war continues. ..

Secretary of State for Political Affairs Thomas Pickering's m

| corruption and forced to resign was succeeded in the post by

The Region This Wfé.ek

AKISTAN sees very little chance of a resumption of tal ﬁm
Plndla “in the near future.” Speaking after US kﬁm

the region. Pakistan is “serious” about holding tal | o
In the offer for a dlaloﬂle has even been made x N
military ruler Pervez Musharraf. Pickering had durmf his visit | 45 %
in Pakistan urged a resumption of dialogue betweern ndia and |
Pakistan—though he felt it was unlikely to happen soon and |}
called for “reduction of violence™ In Kashmir. Islamabad i
walting for a response from New Delhi to the offers by
Musharraf and Foreign Minister Abdul Sattar.

The Lions ignore Tiger truce?

THE Sri Lankan government accused Tamil Tiger rebels of
violating a truce announced unilaterally by the g errillas as

India an

security forces in Jaffna geared up to face a fresh offensive. - )
Tiger rebels fired artillery and mortar shells at government !'
defence posts In Colombuthural and Chavakachcheri during | -
the 12.-hour cease-fire which the Tamnil separatists had called. g |
Government troops reinforced with new military hardware 2
continued to bomb rebel positions on Saturday, pa%:lng no heed 1
to the truce announced by the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam

(LTTE) secretariat in London.
Concern for civilians

HE United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees B |

(UNHCR) has volced its concern for the safety of civilians in e |
the Jaffna peninsula and appealed to the government and
Tamil separatists to ensure their freedom to move to safe areas.
UNHCR officlals had been at hand on Saturday at four
checkpoints to help civillans who were fleeing the
Thenmarachchi area where fierce fighting has been raging in
recent weeks, the agency said In a statement on May 28. Some
of the civilians were injured and had sald that there were more
people walting to leave the embattled region. The agency said
those fleeing had said that civillans had been killed and injured
during military actions over the past two weeks.

The Pakistan card

HE nature of Sino-Pakistan relations will be an important
factor in shaping Sino-Indian relations. This Is one of the
ints that President K.R. Narayanan have driven home with
is host President Jiang Zemin during his six-day state visit to
China. The message that India wants to convey is simple: Sino-
Indian and Sino-Pakistan realtions are a zero-sum game. The
China-Pakistan nexus in nuclear and missile technolo
transfers, In particular, has had a serious bearing on the
strategic balance in the Indian subcontinent. While India has
been making sincere efforts lately to mend its strained relations
with its larger neighbour, it is nervertheless determined to
extract a price on its western front where the threat is far more
immediate and diabolic.

Blossoming Kulsoom

ULSOOM Nawaz, wife of deposed Prime Minister Nawaz

Sharif, leads a march today to the mountains of Chagai in
Baluchistan where Pakistan conducted its nuclear tests two
years ago on May 28. Kulsoom, now a leader of the Pakistan
Muslim League (PML), said she would fly Pakistan’'s flag on the
mountains. "Our (PML) government took the bold stand and
responded to India’s nuclear tests...We are proud of it and it
was a step towards normalisation of relations with India,” she

sald.
Big deal

NDIA signed a $160 million (Rs. 7.04 billion at Rs. 43 to a

dollar) deal with Russia on May 28 to purchase 40 Mi-17
heavy helicopters. The contract for the supply of the 40
helicopters over the next 13 months was signed by senior offi-
cials from both sides at the Defence Ministry. The Russian
Ambassador to India, Alexnader Kadakin, was present at the
signing of the contract. The Mi-17 deal is one of the largest de-
fence contracts finalised by India since the purchase of 40
Sukhoi-30 aircraft from Russia in 1996 at a cost of Rs. 63
billion. As in the Sukhoi deal, payments for the Mi-17s will be
made in phases.

No compromise on tax issue

AKISTAN'S cash-strapped military regime on May 27

launched a controversial country-wide survey of business
and properties simultaneously in 13 major cities in a bid to
expand the tax net and document the economy, an exercise
strongly opposed by the trading community. While military
ruler, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, has said that his government is
not ready to co omise on the tax issue the“traders have
threatened to pull down the shutters to protest the tax drive.
Initials reports from major cities said a strike call by the traders
evoked partial response, with the traders in soine places hastily
closing down the shops at the approach of the survey teams.

Tributes to Majrooh Sultanpuri

PAKISTAM poets and writers have paid rich tributes to Indian
poet-lyricist Majrooh Sultanpuri, who died in Mumbai on
Wednesday. "He was popular as a filin Iyr
because of his death is Urdu ghazal of which he was a most
committed supporter,” says litterateur Amjad Islam Amjad.
Amjad said Majrooh defended the genre when other eminent
literary figures of the subcontinent dismissed it as an outdated
mode of poetry.

The sullen aspirants

A_ minor cabinet expansion effected by Prime Minister Atal

ehari Vajpayee on May 27 left half a dozen aspirants in his
Bharatiyva Janata Party (BJP) disappointed as the three
ministers inducted all belnnFed to the BJP's partners in the
ruling National Democratic Alliance (NDA). Vajpayee said after
the expansion that the cabinet was complete for now, addin§
that there was no particular reason why he had not inducte
any member of the BJP. Former Agriculture Minister Nitish
Kumar, who had quit the Vajpayee ministry to enter poltics in
his home state of Bihar and became chief minister of a short-
lived government, was sworn in a cabinet minister by President
K.R. Narayanan at a ceremony at Rashtrapati Bhavan.

Rabri Devi wins Bithar seat

HE Chief minister of the northern Indian state of Bihar,

Rabri Devi, has won the by-election for the Raghopur
assembly seat, defeating her nearest rival by more than 60,000
votes. The by-election, Devi's first. was held on Friday last,
after her husband and the man widely believed to be the real
power in the state. Laloo Prasad Yadav. vacated the seat. He
was the chief minister of Bihar but after being accused of

icist, but the real loser

his wife, who up to that point had shown no inclination for
politics.

'Sudden illness' of Shwe :

HE head of Burma's ruling military junta, General Than

Shwe, has cancelled a visit to Bangladesh because of
illness. Bangladeshi officials said on Sunday he had suffered a
"sudden illness"” and that a new date would be set for the visit,
which was to focus on repatriating Burmese refugees.
Government officials had initially said the cancellation was due
to a cyclone in the capital, Dhaka.

Forget 1962

HE Indian and Chinese presidents have agreed to speed up

talks aimed at resolving a long-running border dispute.
The two countries fought a brief war across the Himalayas in
1962 and the issue is regarded as central to relations between
them. Chinese President §iang Zemin put forward proposals for
improving ties, including better contacts between the two gov-
ernments and stronger trade.

The spillover

S Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs Thomas

Pickering's warning that Tamil separatism in Sri Lanka
could spill over to neighbouring India reflects Washington's
desire to see New Delhi playlng an effective role to ensure
durable regional stability. Pickering, who reiterated
Washington's opposition to the carving out of an independent
state of Tamil Eelam from Sri Lanka for which the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) has been waging a bloody
campaign, sald there was "serious potential® for separatist
sentiments flaring up in Tamil Nadu, although it may not
happen immediately.

Maoust rebels offer talks

MAOIST rebels in Nepal have indicated they are willing to
have talks with the new government If it stops what they
describe as repression against them. It is the first time that
the rebels have made the offer to the government of Prime
Minister Girija Prasad Koirala, which assumed office two
months ago. But observers say the Maoists are only
refterateing their old demands. Koirala had been widely
considered more hard line than his predecessor, Krishna
Prasad Battarai, but has recently softened his stance. About
11500 have died in the four-year-ofd Maoist insurgency aimed at

overthrowing the constitutional monarchy and replacing it with
A Communist government.

-- Compiled by Ekram Kabir
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