SUVA. May 31 : Fiji's new
military ruler said today there
was no chance Prime Minister
Mahendra Chaudhry's govern.-
ment. which is being held
~ hostage In parllament, would
resume its leadership of the Pa-
cific island nation, reports
AFP.

"Mahendra Chaudhry will
no longer come back as prime
minister,” sald Commodore
Voreqge (Frank) Bainimarama,
who declared martial law on
Monday and appointed a new
civilian prime minister in the
early hours of Wednesday.

ainimarama also an-
nounced Wednesday, in a sur-
prise move, an indefinite post-
ﬁ?nemcnt of the planned nam-
g and swearing in of an in-
terim civil administration.

‘It is prudent at this poiut in
time to retain (the) military
council until the climate is
right for a civil administration
to take over." he told senior of-
ficers at Fiji's military head-
quarters.

"We will defer the naming
and swearing in of the interim

vernment until we are sure

at the situation has stabilised
to a point where they can ... put
in place a viable constitution
and pave the way for the next
general elections and the return
to democratic rule.,” Baini-
marama said.

The interim military gov-
ernment would be in place until

all the hostages were released
and all arms had been returned
to the army, the military chief
aclded.

Balnimarama confirmed
that George Speight, the coup
leader who has held Chaudhry
and his ministers hostage since
May 19, will be allowed to walk
free after the crisis is over.

"We've drawn up a decree that
has been nearly finalised,
granting an amnesty,” he told
reporters.

Despite the declaration of
martial law, the scene outside
the besieged parliament was
chaotic Wednesday and it ap-
peared the military was still
completely unable to enforce
control over the coup leaders.

Speight's armed supporters
Went on the rampage outside the
building's rear entrance. Police
conlirmed that at least 10 cars
were hijacked and driven inside
the compound.

Iheir attack sent people and
traffic scattering, and the area
to the rear of parliament was
deserted by mid-afternoon.

In a counter-move, the mili-
tary reinforced its positions
along the road to the front en-
trance of the building and in-
creased barbed wire check-
points around the city and
trunk routes leading to the par-
liamentary complex.

Bainimarama Wednesday
named Ratu Epeli Nailatikau --
a fornier army commander and

son-in-law of President Ratu
Sir Kamisese Mara -- as his
prime minister in a govern-
ment of non-aligned profes-
slonals.

Mara was forced to step
down from office Monday as
part of Speight's demands for
the release of the hostages.

But Speight's spokesman Joe
Nata said the choice of
Nailatikau was completely un-
acceptable, -

Bainimarama dismissed the
coup plotters' reaction and
made it clear that Speight's
men, ethnic Indfans and men:-
bers of the deposed Chaudhry
cabinet would not be included

i the [nterfm cabinet.
Iiplomatic sources have

told AFP that Chaudhry has
made it clear to his captors that
he Is determined to resume
ower -- a defiant stance that
1as clelayed his release,

Although Bainimarama's
cight-member military council
has not been named publicly.
former prime minister and two-
time coup leader Sitivenl
Rabuka is believed to be playing
a key role on it, according to
diplomatic sources.

Meanwhile, one of the
hostages, assistant minister to
the prime minister's office Adi
Ema Tagicakibau, was released
Wednesday morning to attend
her sister's funeral on condi-
tion she returned to the com-
plex,
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Nigp;ian First Lady Stella Obasanjo (L) receives Indian
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beauty queen and Miss World Yukta Mookhey (R) at

Abuja presidential villa

Tuesday. Miss Mookhey,

accompanied by her chaperon and International President
Miss World Organisation Julia Morley (2nd R) and Guy
Murray-Bruce (2nd L), came to Nigeria to support Stella
Obasanjo's Child Care Trust pet project to raise fund for
the purchase of echo-cardiogram machine to be used by
Nigerian children for the early detection of heart disease.

— AFP photo
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Accept self-rule or

face offensive
Manila's call to MILF

COTABATO, Philippines,
May 31 : The Philippine gov-
given an ultima-
tum to the biggest Muslim sepa-
ratist group to accept self-rule
or face a military onslaught,
officlals sald as peace talks en-
tered a second day today, re-
ports AFP,

The Moro Islamic Liberation
Front (MILF), already reeling
fromn heavy battlefield blows.
lias been given a month to ac-
cept the government offer of au-
tonomy.

Should the MILF agree to
drop its bid for independence,
Manila Is putting on the table a
"Imlltiml package" for an end to
the 22-year rebellion, chief gov-
ernment negotiator Edgardo
Batenga said.

The package Includes certain
‘economic benefits" and would
allow Muslim control over edu-
cation and the application of
certain Islamie laws In certain
areas of the southern region of
Mindanao, he added.

Official sources have said
the package was essentially an
offer to expand the areas of self-
rule now enjoyed by the Muslim
minority in four Impoverished
Mindanao provinces.

A rival faction, the Moro Na-
tional Liberation Front (MNLF)
won limited autonomy for

Muslims when it ended a 24.
year campalgn and signed a
peace treaty with Manila in
1996,

Batenga sald he will impress
on his MILF counterpart Moner
Badjunalid that "we have a guid-
ance to finish the peace process
by June 30."

Rebel negotiators asked for
45 days before submitting a re-
ply. he added.

MILF negotiator Lana#f
Alth said the government dead-
line was “fmpossible” and ex-
pressed doubt the sides would

reach a political settlement in a
nionth's thme,

Following a major month-
long offensive In Mindanao,
which resulted in hundreds of
military casualties and the
displacement of more than half
a milllon people, MILF forces
have seen the tables turned
against them over the past
week.

Fifty-five MILF rebels and
five soldiers were killed during
the past two days as the mili-
tary routed the group from its
second largest training base,
Camp Bushra. The MILF central
headquarters at Camp
AbuhaLar, near here, also came
under military attack.

Meanwhile, President

Joseph Estrada today rejected a
call for a 40-day ceasefire with
Muslim guerrillas in the south-
ern Philippines, a peace activist
sald.

Two women activists met
Estrada to persuade him to ac-
cept "40 days of tranquility for
humanitarian action” in the
Mindanao region, where 60 per-
cent of the armed forces are
fighting a month-old offensive
by the Moro Islamic Liberation
Front (MILF).

But Estrada told them “we
regret to Inform you that we
think that your proposal we
cannot accept," one of the
women, Dinky Juliano Soli-
man of the Trisectoral Confer-
tnee lor Governance and Devel-
copment told reporters after the
meeting,

Estrada reportedly said he
was Implementing a strategy
that is consistent with his posi-
tion as president and someone
who has to protect the constity-
tion”.

Manila "will continue to im-
plement the strategy of negotia-

tions fromm a position of
strength,” Soliman added.
The women wanted the

ceasefire to take hold to allow
relief agencies to conduet hu-
manitarian work.

JAKARTA. Mav 31: Indone-
sian President Abdurrahman
Wahid has denied any wrongdo-
lné in a scandal over the thelt of
39 billion rupiah (S4.1 million )
from state commodity regulator
Bulog, according to an interview

ublished today, reports
euters.

In the interview in Indone-
sia’s Kompas daily, Wahid said
he had examined the possibility
of taking money from Bulog to
pay for humanitarian projects
in troubled Aceh province, but
in the end had got the money
from other sources.

"1 only asked whether there
was some money in Bulog

Wahid denies any
wrongdoing

which we could use for Acell ...

but the nmoney must be obtained

through a presidential decree

which would take so long to

process because we need ap-
yroval from parliament, so |
acked off.” Wahid said.

He said that in the end he re-
ceived a $2 million donation
from Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah
of Brunei.

"I handed this to the
Acehnese so they could use it to
fund a number of rehabilitation
projects,” Wahid said.

The scandal, dubbed
“Buloggate™ by Indonesia’s me-
dia, revolves around the heft of
35 billion rupiah from Bulog

JERUSALEM, May 31 : The
next round of Israeli-Pales-
tinian negotiations was mired
in uncertainty with the Pales-
tinians denying they would re-
sume today and the Israeli gov-
ermment confronting a virulent
right-wing backlash over its
peace policies, reports AFP,

ME peace talks
uncertain

Arafat would chair a meeting of

day alhiead of a summit between

- Abu Rudeina told AFP that
Palestinian negotiators in Gaza

City on Wednesday evening to
“decide this issue.”

The announcement came a

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud

Explosives
sei1zed 1n
Guwahati

GUWAHATI, May 31: A Iﬂr%t:
consignment of Pakistan-made
explosives, Including RDX and
TNT. have been recovered here
and an ULFA militant carrying
them arrested, police said to-
day, reports PTI.

This was the third major
haul of RDX in the city during
the past one year and the explo-
sives were despatched here from
the banned outfit's camps in
Bhutan to carry out subversive
activities, the police said,
adding the consignment in-
cluded a sophisticated RDX fit-
ted bomb, four packets of RDX, a
bag of TNT, two anti-personnel
landmines, 25 detonators, 30
rounds of 9mm pistol and eight
of SLR.

7 jailed for
importing Asian
women in US

ATLANTA, May 341: Seven
people who imported Asian
women for use in prostitution
and indentured servitude were
seitenced to jail Tuesday, re-
ports AP

Iwo of the defendants,
Yuleng Zhang and Meng Son%
Wang. have not been arreste«
and are considered fugitives.

The three men who ran what
prosecutors called competing
“brothels™ received the longest

India has capability to
build cruise missile

WASHINGTON, May 31: In-
dia is among a select band of
military powers in Asia who
has the capability for domestic
production of cruise missile, a

defence publication reports,
says PTL
While 15 countries in Asia

currently has cruise missiles in
their inventory, only five of
them — India, China, North Ko-
rea, Japan and Taiwan — have
capabilities for domestic pro-
duction, says Military Tech-
nology or Miltech, a German
publication

Comparing the India and
PaKistani nilitary pro-
grammes, the magazine says
that New Delhi's ballistic mis-

sile efforts are more advanced
and diversified that Islam-
abad’s and they profit from the
country's space programime
which provides a concomitant
infrastructure for current sys-
tems and a basis for future in-
tercontinental ballistic mis-
siles.

Development of the Agni Il
two-stage 2,500-km range in-
termediate range ballistic mis-
sile will enable India to take
aim at the major parts of
China, as far as Beijing, all of
Southwest Asia, all of Pak-
istan, and all of Iran.

The Miltech says the 3,500-
Km range Agni 1l is at an ad-
vanced stage of development.

—

Eritrean leader must go: Ethiopia

ADDIS ABABA, May 31 : The
scars of war between Ethlopia
and Eritrea would heal more
quickly if the "gang” in power in
Eritrea went and a new gov-
ernment took over, Ethiopan
Prime Minister Meles Zenawi
was quoted today as saying, re-
ports AFP,

The newspaper Ethiopian
Herald reported Zenawi as say-
ing the current border conflict
between the neighbours would
"leave a scar of some kind in the
relations between the two peo-
ples, and that it may be difficult
to heal it so long as the EPLF
gang is in power in Asmara.”

This was a reference to the
rulinl_g Eritrean Popular Libera-
tion Front headed by President
Issaias Afeworki.

Quoting an interview Zenawi
had given to the magazine
Amharique Abyotawi Democ-
racy, the newspaper reported:
"Meles said it Is possible that
the scar may be healed in a
shorter period, provided an-
other government which is bet-
ter than the EPLF comes to
power."

Eritrea gained de-facto inde-
pendence from Ethiopia in 199]
after Afeworki helped Zenawi
oust Mengistu Halle Mariam
from power in Addis Ababa.

On Tuesday, the two warring
Horn of Africa neighbours re-
opened indirect peace talks in
Algiers, each Insisting that the
other side withdraw first from
disputed border territory.

Two days ago, Ethiopia an-

nounced its withdrawal from
territory it had been occupying
in southwestern Eritrea since
the resumption of hostilities o
May 12. Eritrea has withdrawn
its forces from Bada and Burie,
two Ethiopian areas it had oc-
cupied on the eastern front
since the war first began in
1998

Ethiopia has stressed its de-
termination to put the Eritrean
army out of action in its bid to
settle the border war which was
first launched in May 1998,

Ethiopia. which the OAU has
also asked to withdraw to posi-
tions held before the start of the
war in May 1998, insists its
only objective has been to gel
Eritrean troops off its soil

Sierra Leone rebels urged to
let UN force move freely

FREETOWN, May 31 : The
United Nations called Tuesday
for 258 peacekeepers sur-
ronnded by Sierra Leonean
rebels for nearly a month to be
allowed to move freely, follow-
ing the release earlier this week
of the last of around 500 UN
hostages, reports AFP.

Stressing that the situation

ers and 11 other military ob-
SErvers are encircled by the
rebels in the Kailahun region,
300 km east of Freetown, and
another 23 Indians are trapped
in Kuiva in the south-east, the
UN says.

The UNAMSIL spokesman
stressed that the 258 troops sur-
rounded by the RUF were nei-

- . Palestinian leader Yasser Barak and US President Bill sentences: To Ha Vuong, 33 | was now calm in Slerra Leone, ther hostages nor rebels.
#f’ Arafat's top aide Nabil Abu Clinton to discuss ways of ad- | months: Meng Fen Wang, 27 | David Wimhurst, the They still have their
* Rudeina said the talks would vancing the stumbling Pales- | months; and Ninh Vinh Luong, | spokesman for the UN mission  weapons, but are "submitted to a
§ not resume Wednesday, contra- tinian track and prospects for | 21 months. Workers from the | in Sierra Leone. UNAMSIL, restriction of movement.” ac-
» dicting an announcement the peace with Syria foliowing Is- operations ran by Vuong and | asked Revolutionary United cording to Wimhurst.
day before by an Israeli minis- rael's hasty withdrawal from Luong received sentences rang- | Front (RUF) rebels to allow the The troops have been
o ter who is leading his govern- south Lebanon completed a | ing from probation to 18| UN staff freedom of movement. lrapped for three weeks,
= ment's negotiations. week ago months in prison. Some 224 Indian peacekeep- Wimhurst said..
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- Colombo admits Jaffna war | Domestic violence still global
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COLOMBO, Mayv 31 : The [gm'-
erment admitted for the first
time today that the war against
Tamil Tiger rebels in northern
Jaffna peninsula was forcing
people out of their homes aud
g};ktng them refugees, reports
- However, the government's
g figure of 8,352 refugees is far
less than estimates by interna-
‘R tional aid workers. who say as
3 many as 150,000 of the penin-
sula’'s 500,000 residents may
have been displaced.

"All such persons are pro-
vided with cooked meals in the
first three days and thereafter

Vil d "-'-H-'—m I"F.

dry rations free of charge,” said
Gen Sarath Munasinghe, the
government’'s top official in
charge of rehabilitation. “Basic
requirements of sanitation.
health and drinking water were
provided.” he said.

There was no immediate
confirmation of Munasinghe's
claim as the government cut off
Jaffna’s telephone lines and
journalists are not allowed to
go there. The government has
also imposed censorship on
news reports about the war,

Munasinghe's statenient
that local authorities had regis-
lered 8,352 people displaced by

- making people refugees

the hghting was the first time
sinc e the Tamil rebel war to re-
take Julfna escalated on April
22. that the government adnit.
ted the insurrection was pro-
ducing refugees.

US Under Secretary of State
Thomas Pickering expressed
concern during his visit to
Colombo on Monday that there
was a "humanitarian crisis’
brewing in the north where
most of Sri Lanka's 3.2 million

Tanuls Hives _
Munasinghe said a three-

nonth supply of essential food
iltems is available {n the penin-
sula

BCIC International

Tender Notice

' TRt ot Pratas ardta wafes erdre,

Managing Director, Karnaphuli Paper Mills Limited, 92,

>
L
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|

l Tender No

| 3
1) F/O5(A)/MPIC-01/04/99/POP

|

|
|
2) F/81828(A)/99-2000/POP

13) F/09/(C)/MPIC-05/05/99/POP
14) F/48(A)/MPIC-09/19/99/POP

b |
1 |

| the date of opening,

| BCIC-412-23/5/2000
DFP-13097-255
Y G100

T
L.

e NI

Chittagong invites sealed quotation on C&F (C) Chittagong basis under any suitable
source of financing for the following items under two envelope system:

' Materials

2(two) Nos

Plate Laid Dandy Roll (SS)= 3 Nos 20-6-2000

Chain Laid Dandy Roll = 1 No
Maize Starch =200 MT
Gate Valve = 1 No

| The quotation duly supported by 1% (min Tk 1000/ -) earnest money will be received

lup to 11:00 AM in the mentioned date and will be opened immediately thereafter in
ﬂ presence of the tenderers, if any. The tender document on cash payment may be
| obtained from (a) Dy Chief Accountant, Karnaphuli Paper Mills Ltd, 92, Sadarghat
Road, Chittagong and (b) Controller of Accounts, BCIC, BCIC Bhaban, 30-31,
| Dilkusha Com Area, Dhaka on all working days. No tender document will

(General Manager (Commercial)

Phosphor Bronze Wire (PM-1) -

Sadarghat Road,

— e

Opening date | Cost of
al A et e Jx G JBNase:
19-6-2000 Tk 50/=
Tk 250/=

20-6-2000 Tk 300/=
20-6-2000 Tk 100/=

be sold on

e =
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problem: UNICEF

GENEVA, May 31: Domestic
violence against women and
girls is still at epidemic propor-
tions globally, the UN Chil-
(ren’s Fund, UNICEF said here
today, five years after a confer-
ence in Beijing called for global
action to end violence against
womien, reports AFP.

Violence continues to cut
across cultures, class, educa-
tion. incomes, ethnicity and age
in every country, a study by
UNICEF's Innocenti Research
( vnitre in Italy said.

‘They are victims of their
own families, killed deliber-
alely or through neglect simply
hecause they are female,” the
UNICEF study said.

The study said violence car-
ried out against women by fam-
ilv miembers includes sex selec-
tion abortions, physical beat-
ings, acid throwing, honour
kKillings and lack of access to
medical care,

The study's release came
ahead of a meeting in New York
on June 5 to study what has
been achieved since the beijing
conference on women five years
ago.

Domestic violence not only
affects the physical and emo-
tional health of women and
children, but threatens their fi-
nancial security and under-
mines their self-esteemn, the re-
Port notes.

Tajikistan seeks drought relief:

Tajik President Emomali Rakhimonov madean urgent appeal
Miesday for international reliel to help the country survive its

worst drought in 80 years, officlals sald,

Dushanbe.

Rakhmonov pleaded for hel
Kofi Annan, the United States,

that almost

AFP reports from

p from UN Secretary General
Canada and Japan, stressing
all of Tajikistan's harvest this year has been deci.

mated since the onset of the drought three months Ago.

Sudan frees 389 women from

jail:

Some 389 women serving terms In provincial prisons have been
set Ifree In the last few days following a presidential decree
pardoning women Jailed for public order offenses. the Prisons

Administration said Tuesday, AFP reports from

Khartoum,

Another 563 woman Inmates were released earlier this
month from the Omduriman women's ,uriann in the Sudanese
al

capital. The decree has provided that

order offences, that inclhide
misbehaving, be set free

women jailed for public

liquor trafficking, drinking and

British actress Hare dies: o...

Hare, a British stage and television actress, has died She was

95, AP reports from London,

Hare died Tuesday at an actors' retiremernt home in North-
wood, Middlesex. No cause of death was given, Best known for
her role In the 1970s television sitcom “On The Buses,” Hare's

acting career spanued 84 years
in London and New York.

and included stage appearances

Farrakhan visits Libva: v o

Islam leader Houls Farrakan arrived in Libya
a large delegation from his movement,
reported, AFP says from Tripoll.

nor the length of the visit by the

It did specify the reason,
black American leader.,

uesday leading
Libyan television

e
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1 (b) Asstt. Table
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Mor1i faces no-confidence

TOKYO, May 31: Japan s up-
per house defeated a censure
motion today against I'rime
Minister Yoshiro Mori. whose
government is plummeting in
popularity just weeks ahead of
elections, reports AP

The 134-108 vote against the
largely symbolic censure mo-
tion did not end Mori's prob-
lems: The opposition planned
to submit a no-confidence mo-
tion later in the day in the pow-
erful lower house.

Mori's popularity has nose-
dived in recent weeks over a se-

olution accused Mori of violat-
ing the constitutional separa-
tion ol church and state by
saying the emperor was at the
‘centre” of the nation. The mo-
tion demanded that Mori and
the rest of his Cabinet resign

Mori, who took office on
April 5 after his predecessor
Keizo Obuchi suffered a stroke,
has seen his popularity ratings
drop from around 40 per cent
to less than 20 per cent in just
weeks, according to newspaper
polls.

The latest poll, by the con-

government and opposition are
gearing up for elections ex-
pecled on June 25. An Ashai
newspaper poll published Tues-
day showed Mori as the most
unpopular prime minister in
decades to lead his party into
elections.

The defeat of both the cen-
sure and the no-confidence mo-
tions was expected, since the
governing three-party coalition
led by Mori's Liberal Democrats
hold majorities in both houses
of Parliament.

But that was little solace to

ries of scandals. jnch”“ng his servative Sankei Ilﬁ'\\'bi}ﬂi}f’r". the D 1r‘£'rﬂlit"rt‘{] govermnment
calling Japan a "divine nation,” gauged support for Mori at 12.5
which has been widely criti- per cent. The survey of 3,000 el- It was unclear how mpch the
cised for c{}njuril.'lg lllEl]imrie5 of iE_Ibe“ voters included no mar- upposition would benefit from
Japain's wartime ideology. gin ol error. its attacks on Mori's “divine

The nonbinding censure res- The trouble comes as the npation” comments

0 Office of the Chief Engineer
Islamic University
Kushtia
Tender Notice
Tender Notice No 316/Engg/Furniture/1999-2000 Dated: 28-5-2000

1 Sealed tenders are invited for the undermentioned works from enlisted contractors of Islamic

_University according to their financial limit mentioned in the following table

S Name of work Quantity Estimatex Earnest Time of Cost of Eligibility of
o. | | costinlakh | money (in | completion tender contractors
AP Pl e g4, - f _ o Sl (Hik}er Tk) | _(inmonth) ! documents | enlisted in iU
1 ‘ Group-'A' | 45 each | 3,49,160.00 | 10,500.00 60 days 20000
| 1 (a) Steel Almirah | 20 each
e W NS [ R TS| O L e PRTEIL: AT
2 | Group-'B | 45 each 3,55,8630.00 | 10.70000 60 days 50000
| 1 (a) Steel Almirah | 20 each | ‘
1 1 (b) Steel Book | 03 each :
i Shelf | .'
1 (c) Steel Bed for |
Group- 'C' | 31 nos | 35805000 | 1075000 | 60 days 50000 LA %D
(a) Full Steel | 31 nos .' .' | (those are
: | eligible for
: i : ;; . | | . furniture)
4 | Group-D' | 23 Nos | 331,04800 | 995000 60 days - 80000 |
1 1. Full Steel Table | 03 Nos | | | |
| (5'-0"x3'-0" | 02 Nos |
| 2. Photostat Table | O1Nos |
| 3. Paper Folding | 14 Nos | |
| Table 10 Nos | | |
4. Pasting Table | 100Nos | : |
S. Peon Tool : _‘
6. Seat Bench .' | |
7. Armed Visitor | | | | |
PG S P SIAENC (TR L ksl o T e g L
5 Group-'E | 58 Nos | 346971.00 | 1042500 | 60days | S00Q0 |
| 1. High Back Chair | 175 Nos | ' | |
2. Visitor A-type | 37 Nos || | | : |
| Chair | | .I f : I
| 3. Asstt Chair | | ' |

e —

4 UL P £ S i el T K | SO SO Foh-aL.
Tender schedule and other relevant papers will be available in the Agrani Bank, Islamic University

1
- —— e b

Branch & Thanapara Branch, Kushtia, Agrani Bank Main Branch, Jhenidah and office of the

Superintendent

of Police, Kushtia & Jhenidah from 4-6-2000 to 20-6-2000 on payment taka as

mentioned (non -refundable) above. Detail information regarding tenders will be available in the

office of the undersigned.

3 Tender will be received in the office of the Treasurer, Islamic University, Kushtia, Superintendent
of Police, Kushtia and Jhenidah up to 12:00 Noon on or before 21-6-2000 and will be opened on the
same day just after closing the tenders in presence of the contractors (if any). kach tender shali
be in a sealed cover with the name of the work superscribed on it

4 Earnest money of each tender should be accompanied as mentioned above in the form of Bank
Draft/Pay Order/ CD/DD from any scheduled bank in favour of the “Islamic University, A/c No
CD-03 of Agrani Bank, Islamic University Branch, Kushtia.*

S The authority reserves the right

reason whatsoever.

GD-516

10 accept or reject any or all tenders without assigning any

Chief Engineer
Islamic University
Kushtia.




