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29° Colour TV with
8 Plcture In Pleture &
| Nicam Stereo Sound
Also Avallable 14°, 20°, 21"

TRINCO LIMITED- Authorized Distributor of DAEWOO Electronics
Dhaka : 8115307-10 CTG : 716353, 723578 Khulna : 720304 Bogra : 6215

Call for informing
people rightly
about WTO
activities

Incidin Bangladesh, a non-
government org
working on issues of trade lib-
eralisation, on Tuesday de-
manded that the people should
be rightly informed about the
activities of the World Trade
Organisation (WTO), reports
UNB.

“The people of Bangladesh
along with other WTO member
countries should be Kept in-
formed about the developments
in WTO," Ratan Sarkar, Execu-
tiv Director of Incidin
Bangladesh, told a press confer-
ence at Dhaka Reporters’ Unity.

Criticising WTO's role, espe-
cially in the developing coun-
tries, Sarkar said that their ob-
jective was to prevent WTO
measures, which are adversely
affecting farmers and workers
as well as rights and security of
children, woman, and envi-
ronment.

Incidin Bangladesh, fi-
nanced by Oxfam, is engaged in
creating WTO awareness among
the people under a programine
"Campaign for Post's Rights in
Liberalisation.” It will arrange
roundtable discussions in dif-
ferent parts of the country, he
said.

Saudi non-oil

exports down
8pc in '99

RIYADH, May 31: Saudi
Arabia's non-oil exporis to-
talled 19.9 billion rivals ($5.3
billion) in 1999, down eight per
cent on the previous year
mostly due to higher tariffs in
some foreign markets, a report
published yesterday said, re-
ports Reuters.

The report by the Saudi Ex-
port Development Centre, an
offshoot of the Council of Saudi
Chambers of Commerce, said
1998 nomn-oil exports stood at
21.7 billion riyals.

The report, published in
Saudi newspapers, said chemi-
cal products were at the top ol
the non-oil exports list at 9.18
billion riyals. followed by plas-
tics, electronic goods and live-
stock.

Gulf Arab states were the
largest importers from Saudi
Arabia. followed by the:Unjted
States and India:; |, - a

DBBL training
programme
concludes

The first Foundation
Training course of Dutch-
Bangla Bank Limited ended re-
cently, says a press release.

The fourteen-day course,
held at the banK's training
centre at city's Dilkusha, was
conducted by its Human Re-
source and Training Division
and attended by fourteen
newly-recruited officers of the
bank. Senior executives of the
bank were the trainers. Md
Shawkat Ali, Managing
Director of the Bank,
distributed the certificates
among the trainees.

Speaking on this occasion,
Md Shawkat Ali urged the par-
ticipants of the training course
to discharge their duties and re-
sponsibilities diligently and
honestly for setting a unique
standard of service in the bank-
ing arena of Bangladesh. The
Deputy Managing Director and
other senior executives of the
bank were also present.
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EC-Dhaka co-op deal to okay
free access of local goods

Jalil tells newsmen in city

The recently-signed EC-
Bangladesh Cooperation
agreement will provide duty-

free access of all Bangladesh
exportable to EC market, re-
ports UNB.

Commerce Minister Abdul
Jalil said this while briefing
newsmen at his office yesterday
afternoon.

“We have already asked the
Bangladesh mission in Brussels
to look after the Implementa-
tion process of the agreement,”
the commerce minister salid,
adding that the agreement has
been made effective from the
day it was signed.

He said the new agreement
may not necessarily increase
the volume of EC aid to
Bangladesh, but will widen the
scope of cooperation between
Bangladesh and the European
Union.

“It may also enable a mean-
ingful financial support of the
European Commission for fu-
ture development programimes
in the Chittagong Hill Tracts
area,” said the commerce min-
ister.

He said that the principal

objectives of the new agreement
are to support sustainable eco-
nomic mut social development
of Bangladesh.

Women and the poorest sec-
tions of society in particular
would be benefited because of
the EU support ensured by the
agreement, he added.

He said that EU would now
assist Bangladesh to diversily
its potential to promote two
way trade.

“The agreement also alms at
promoting investment and eco-
nomic, technical and cultural
links between Bangladesh and
the EU,” said Jalil.

In the field of development
cooperation, the European
Commission will continue to
extend support to Bangladesh
within the context of a coopera-
tion strategy and dialogue based
on agreed priorities, he said.

“Cooperation in the fields of
drug control and AIDS is also
included in the agreement.”

In the fields of trade and
commercial cooperaltion,
Bangladesh and EU are com-
mitted to conduct trade in ac-
cordance with the agreement,

said Jalil.

Referring to cooperation in
the environmental field., the
minister said that EU would
support in ensuring environ-
mental protection for achieving
sustainable growth In
Bangladesh.

“In the fileld of economlic co-
operation, transfer of technol-
ogy to Bangladesh would be
made for private investment
from Europe by channeling cap-
ital and technology,” said Jalil.

The agreement will promote
scientific and technological co-
operation in areas of common
interest. "Both Bangladesh and
the EC would cooperate in order
to prevent diversion of druﬁ
precursor chemicals and chec
money laundering.”

The minister said that the
EU would provide similar coop-
eration in the fields of
telecommunication, informa-
tion technology and multi-me-
dia applications.

Terming the deal as the third
generation agreement, the
minister hoped that the new
agreement would not only in-
crease the volume of

Bangladeshi exports, but also
promote introduction ol new
export items in the EU market.

During the first ten years of
the current fiscal year,
Bangladesh exported goods
worth US 4593.73 million dol-
lars to the European market
compared to US §4298.05 mil-
lion during the same period In
1998-99. "This volume will
definitely increase because of
the agreement”,

However, the minister un-
derscored the need for improv-
ing the quality of Bangladeshi
products to keep competitive
edge In the world market,

“I have urged the business
community on different occa-
sions to look into the matter
and improve the quality of
Bangladesh exportables”.

Replying to a question on
whether the US government’s
decision to provide duty-free
access of Caribbean products
into its market would affect
Bangladesh exports there, he
sald he had written a letter to
the US Commerce Secretary
explaining the problem.

Indian ISPs in blistering price war

NEW DELHI, May 31: India’s
Internet service providers have
heated up a blistering price-
war, slashing access rates in the
past few months to tap a rich
vein of potential domestic sub-
scribers, reports AFP.

Internet service providers
(ISPs) such as Zeenext, Dishnet,
and Satyam Infoway have cre-
ated ripples with deals offering
unlimited web access to Inter-
net-starved customers in place
of packages offering limited
hours.

“The competition is building
up thick and fast in the Indian
market, but ultimately, this is a
game which can be played only

by companies which have
strong business models and are
capable of investing in infras-
tructure,” sald Satyam Infoway
Ltd general manager David Ap-
pasamy.

More than 60 private Inter-
net providers have entered the
fray since the monopoly of
state-owned Videsh Sanchar
Nigam Ltd (VSN) was lifted in
December 1998.

At least another 200 have se-
cured licences from the gov-
ernment.

"It was inevitable the prices
would come down, as they were
at too high a level. With compe-
tition, it was bound to change.”

sald Amitabh Singhal, the sec-
retary of the Internet Service
Providers Association.

India's base of Internet sub-
scribers has risen four-fold to
1.1 million from about 250,000
in 1998, according to Singhal.

The rapid pace of growth and

the vast number of potential
subscribers more then justifies
the number of Internet service
providers in the market, he
added. :

VSN has lost some of its
market, but still retains a 60-
per cent share.

Private providers are run-
ning hard with aggressive pric-
ing schemes in an effort to

make inroads into the existing
market as well as widen the
subscriber base.

Packages for net surfing,
which used to cost up to 15,000

rupees (350 US dollars) for 500

hours, have fallen to about
1,500 rupees for 100 hours, and
even VSN has cut prices several
times to retain its market lead-
ership.

Private ISPs, such as
Satyam Infoway and Dishnet,
are now trying to tighten their
grip by lower pricing combined
with offers such as unlimited
access for a limited period.
Some have simply slashed
prices.
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Subscribers protest new billing system

Sheba raises 1ts minimum
call unit to 30 seconds

Sheba Telecom has changed
its minimum call unit time to
30 seconds from the earlier 15
seconds with effect from today,

Prior to this, the company
used to charge Tk 1 for a 15-sec-
ond unit outgoing call and Tk
0.50 per unit for an Incoming
call.

But now Tk 2 will be charged
for an unit of 30-second outgo-
ing call and Tk 1 per unit for an
incoming call.

When contacted, an official
of Sheba Telecom yesterday
sald the company introduced

Star Business Report

the new billing system as Its
Frevmua billing method was
af:ir‘l_F troubles.

“Under the new system, the
unit has been fixed at 30 sec-
onds instead of the previous 15
seconds. The rates of outgoing
and incoming calls will, how-
ever, remain the same,” she
sald.

Meanwhile, leaders of the
Sheba Mobilephone Sub-
scribers’ Forum (SMSF) have
Fmtested the company's new
illing system. as they feel that
that it the sub-

will shoot

scribers’ bills to a considerable
extent.

“Sheba did not show any
reasonable ground for changing
its billing system. The company
roped in customers by ﬂfferlnﬁ
Tk 1 for an unit of 15 secon
outgoing call and Tk 0.50 for
per unit incoming calls which
no other company offered,” said
a subscriber.

No other phone compaiy op-
erating in Bangladesh has so
far changed its billing systemn
like Sheba, he said.
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Managing Director of Janata Bank S A Chowdhury recently exchanged views with
representatives of the bank-financed garment industries. General Manager and other
executives of the bank were present on the occasion.

|

Md. Shawkat Ali, Managing Director of Dutch-Bangla Bank Limited, distribu_tes
certificates among the trainees of the first Foundation Course of the bank at its training

centre recently.

— DBBL photo
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Proshika to receive
Tk 235cr EC grant

Non-government Organisa-
tion Proshika receives Tk 235
crore in grants from European
Commission to finance
poverty-alleviation pro%rauune
and rehabilitation of 1998
flood victims, reports UNB.

According to an agreement
signed here yesterday, the EC
will provide funding of 40 mil-
lion euro equivalent to Tk 200
crore for poverty programme
titled “Toward a Poverty Free
Society” of the NGO in next four
years. _

EC Ambassador in Dhaka
Antonio de Souza Menezes and
Proshika president Dr Quazi
Faruque Ahmed signed the ac-
cord for the respective sides.

“The European Community
will continue to help
Bangladesh in its efforts to im-
prove the living standards of
the poorest through govern-
ment and NGO channels.”
Menezes told the signing cere-

momny.

Proshika, through its five-
yvear programme, aims to make
a substantial contribution to
poverty eradication by assist-
ing 1.5 million very poor
households in the country to
move above the poverty line

Its programme entails a

large number of interventions
ranging from
operations to non-formal edu-
cation, vocational training, ad-
vocacy and human rights.

The activities are

federations.

In the previous phase (1994-
1999), Proshika received fund-
ing of 28 million euro
(approximately Tk 145 crore)
from the EC.

Proshika will receive an-
other grant assistance of 7 mil-
lion euro or about Tk 35 crore
from the EC for micro-credit
rehabilitation.

micro-finance

under-
taken through a system of group

Market witnesses
better demand

CHITTAGONG, May 31: The
weekly tea sale held here yes-
terday witnessed improved de-
mand for all categories of teas,
especially the clean better
liquoring types, market sources
said, reports BSS.

Pakistan operated more ac-
tively at the sale along with
limited interest from the inter-
nal market. Withdrawal was
much less this time.

CTC Brokens: Clean well-
made brokens with improved
liquors faced more com}}etitien
and generally sold at firm to
dearer levels, advancing by Tk
1 to Tk 3 per kg with a few lines
appreciating even further.

All others were irregularly

lower following quality. The
large and bold brokens met

with improved enquiry, selling
between Tk 48 and Tk 52 per kg.

CTC Fannings: Clean good-
liquiring types were a strong
market at dearer levels, ad-
vauncing up to Tk 3 per kg. but
the mediums were about steady
while the plainer varieties were
irregularly lower.

CTC Dust: 731 chests and
1.625 and 62 gunny sacks of old
season on offer met with
stronger demand. The better-
liquoring types were again
dearer by Tk 5 to Tk 8, follow-
ing competition.

Others sold around last lev-
els with the plainer types once
against being discounted.
Blenders and loose tea buyers
lent strong support, particu-
larly for the liquoring types.

There were 8,520 chests and
6,027 gunny sacks on offer.

Memo No PS-1/Pro-2/2059

S| No | Tender
numoer |
EPRIRe s S e |
1 2059/0&M/XLPE

Aluminium Cable

Dhaka Division,
Segunbagicha, Dhaka.

C) General Manager,

) Director,

body.

thercol.
DFP-13157-28/5
G-1043

enquiry T Materals

Ist 12-storied Govt Building,

Consumer's Services (South),
Dhaka Electric Supply Authority,
12/1/A, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka.

Procurement & Store Management Die,

Dhaka Electric Supply Authority,

1, Abdul Gani Road, Dhaka-1000.
The cost of tender documents (non-refundable) shall be paid through Pay Order/Demand Drafl issued by
any scheduled local bank favouring Director, Finance & Accounts, DESA. Tender document shall be
oblained personally and DESA will not take any responsibility for sending tender documents to any

DESA Local Tender Notice

e —
"%‘n CEIE %gwm FFH |

Dhaka Electric Supply Authority invites bids for different electrical materials against the following
tender. Reputed manufacturers/their representatives are eligible to participate in this tender.

S | document
11KV Underground  9/7/2000
XLPE Aluminium
Cable

Tender documents will be available for inspection and purchase (through application) during normal
office hours in any of the following offices:
a) Divisional Commissioner,

b)

f) Secrelary,

Dhaka.

Tenders shall be received in the abovementioned offices on the specified date up to 11:30 hrs (BST)
and tenders will be opened publicly on the same day at 2:30 hrs (BST) in the office of the undersigned,
Late tenders, if any, shall summarily be rejected,
DESA reserves the right 1o accept or reject any or all bids at any stage withoul assigning any reason

— e e e e

| Last date for | Tender
| buying tender | submission/openi

Cost of tender
document
| ngdate ets
11/7/2000 Tk 5000/-

General Manager,

Consumer's Services (North),

Dhaka Electric Supply Authonity,

House No 73, Road No S/A,

Dhanmondi, Dhaka.

d) Project Director,

Greater Dhaka Power Distribution Project,
House No 47, Road No 135,

Gulshan, Dhaka.

Dhaka Electric Supply Authority,
1, Abdul Gani Road,

Procurement & Stores, DESA

i
|

Dated: 18-5-2000

e ——— e -

Director

NN

Nepal increases development
spending by 50pc in budget

KATHMANDU, May 31
Nepal's budget for the
2000/2001 fiscal year will total
91.62 billion rupees (1.32 bil-
lion dollars) and includes a
more than 50 per cent increase
in development spending, Fi-
nance Minister Mahesh
Acharya told parliament yes-
terday, reports AFP.

The budget received a mixed
reaction, with some analysts
praising the administration's
move to boost agriculture and
industry and curb corruption,
while others questioned its
achievability.

Acharya allocated 48.1 bil-
lion rupees for development
projects for the year starting
July, a 52 per cent increase over
the previous fiscal year.

The development package
will mostly target areas
wracked by the country's bloody
Maoist insurgency to help gen-
erate employment and develop
utility services, he said.

"The new budget will be
helpful to develop industrial
and agriculture sectors as it
(will) extend to educational fa-
cilities, medical facilities for
the remote districts of the King-
dom," sald economist Raghav
Pant.

Among other new measures
is a requirement for govern-
ment ministers and officlals to
declare their assets every year.

If there are significant dif-
ference from their Incomes,
their assets could be confis-
cated, Acharya sald.

Analysts said that if fmple-

mented the measure would be
the Nepali Congress govern-
ment's boldest step yel (o
curbin corruption, which
many observers say is endemic
in the country.

Vice President of the Federa-
tion of Nepalese Chambers and
Commerce and Industry Rabi
Bhakta Shrestha praised the
budget, saying it would "help
industrial growth and attract
foreign capital investient in
Nepal.”

However, D.R. Khanal, a
Nepal Communist Party-United
Marxist and Leninist MP, de-
scribed the budget as "hypothet-
ical," and said the government
would find it difficult to realise
its revenue collection targets.

Acharya announced he
planned to raise 52.98 billion
rupees from implementing cus-
toms excise duties, tourism and
mountaineering royalties and
a Value Added Tax. He has also
proposed raising 5.05 billion
rupees from other new tax pro-
posals.

"The target of raising 52.98
billion rupees seemed to be
highly inflated and ambitious,"
Khanal said.

Economist Prakash Chan-
dra Mahat also said that the
budget, nltlmuﬂh undoubtedly
populist, would be difficult to
implement.

Acharya also announced In-
cremental salary increases of
between 24 and 48 per cent for
government employees, includ-
ing the police, the army. the

judiciary and teachers.
Excise duties were also
raised on alcohol and tobacco.

6pc GDP growth

KATHMANDU, May 31
Nepal's economic growth during
the year to July 2000 is ex-
pected to reach six per cent be-
cause of strong agricultural
production, the finance min-

istry said yesterday, reports
AFP.
The ministry’'s economic

survey sees agricultural output
growing five per cent in the year
to July while the non-agricul-
ture sector {s expected to grow
by 6.7 per cent.

Finance Minister Mehesh
Acharya told the Parliamont
that the six per cent economi
growth rate would be the high-
est In the past five years.

Gross domestic product
(GDP) grew 4.0 per cent in the
previous financial year with
agriculture risluF 2.7 per cent
and non agricultural produ
tion by 4.8 per cent, Achary .
said,

In the two years to July last

year, economic growth failed 1o

meet targets because agricul-
tural production fell short ol
expectations because of dis-
truptive weather conditions.
the economic survey said.

+ GDP s estimated to reach
94.11 billlon rupees (1.36 hil-
lion dollars) this year in con
stant 1984-85 terms and al
376.43 billion rupees (5.45 bil
llon dollars) in current terms.
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1.5 Ton Window A C

Tk. 28,800/-|Tk. 32,800/-

Special prices offered for other capacities & models also
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Special prices offered for other capacities & models also

# World's No. 1 Copeland
(US.A) Heavy Duty
Reciprocating Compressor
(Not one-time rotary
compressors)

¥ First Micro-procassor
Based Remote Controlled
Window Room A Cs

# Princeton Series Split-typa

A C with 3-Stage Alr Purifier with Deodorizer

# Assured Back-up Service

(With 5000 sq. ft. modern service station)

¥ Two Years' Unparalleled Warranty

(If the compressor of the Window Room A C fails
during the above mentioned period your A C will

be replaced with a brand new A C)

Offer available at following COOL PO!NT outlets on cash purchases qn_ly |
Gulshan-1 882 5918, 017-324816; Guishan-2 017-699354; g ey
Purana Paltan 017-634157, 017-324817; Karwan Bazar 9121053-7

Fax: 880-2-8117429, 8118429 E-mail: cool@enemomnl.com

*Ex-godown prices
excluding delivery
& installanion.
Orfer valid all
stocks Tast
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