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Bangladesh Relations
Bangladesh Relations

. Taking into account the huge potentials of expansion of US-Bangladesh relations, we must
‘make efforts to build a forward-looking relationship from which peoples of both the coun-

 tries will benefit. If the current momentum can be maintained, we can foresee a very

close and productive relationship between Bangladesh and the USA.
by K M Shehabuddin

A | ANGLADESH-US rela-
o tions are at their best (o-

day with the two countries
cooperating in wide variety of
areas. The degree of warmth of
the relations can be measured
by the high level deliberations
between their leaders, In
September, 1999, US Secretary
of State Madeleine Albright
called on Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina at her hotel
suite in New York to discuss a

number of important issues. In

October, 1999, Foreign Minister
Abdus Samad Azad had bilat-
eral meeting with Secretary Al-
bright which was followed by a
joint press conference. Most
importantly, President Clinton
undertook his historic visit to
Bangladesh in March this year.

Bangladesh attaches partic-
ular importance to its relations
with the United States not only
because of its preponderant role
in international affairs bul
also for the commonality of {n-
terests of the two countries in
many areas including promo-
tion of democracy. human
rights and protection of peace
and security in the world. The
US today is not only an impor-
tant development partner but
also a friend in need that has
come forward to assist
Bangladesh during the time of
natural disasters, like floods,
cvelones ete. It was the Father
of the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman who
laid the foundation of US-
Bangladesh friendship and co-
operation through his success-
ful visit to USA in 1974. As a
prudent statesman. Banga-
bandhu could visualize that in a
bipolar world Baugladesh could
derive benefit by promoting
friendly relations with both the
SUpPEeTrpPoOwWers.

During the past few years,
our relations with the US have
been taken to a new height. The
most significant transforma-
tion of US-Bangladesh rela-
tions has been its evolutiion
from one based on aid depen-

dence to one based on trade and
investment. This Is a result of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasl-
na s declared policy of depen-
dence on trade and investment
rather than on aid as well as
economic reform measures and
opening of the market under-
taken by her govermment.
Bangladesh today ligures
prominently in the US map of
countries which matter to it for
a number of reasons. In the first
place, the US looks at
Bangladesh as a leading devel-
oping country where democracy
is taking firm roots. It wants to
help the efforts of the present
government in institutionaliz-
ing democracy. US Under Secre-
tary of State Mr. Thomas Pick-
ering at a recent seminar organ-
ised by the John Hopkins Uni-
versity commented that
Bangladesh in less than 30
years of independence has
turned itself “into a model both
of a moderate Muslim democ-
racy and a grassroots based
economic development”. Assis-
tant Secretary of State Mr. Karl
Inderfurth has described
Bangladesh as a “jewel in the
crown” in South Asia. Special
Assistant to President Clinton
and Senfor Director of National
Security Council Mr. Bruce
Riedel has remarked that there
are imunense potentials of trade
and investment cooperation be-
tween Bangladesh and USA.
Secondly. Bangladesh has been
able to attract attention of lead-
ing US companies to invest in
gas and power sectors in view of
the country’'s huge reserves of
natural gas. They have invested
about USS 1 billion in
Bangladesh and the investment
is expected to reach about USS 3
billion shortly. Bangladesh is
now being seen as a country
with huge economic potentials.
US Assistant Secretary of State
for South Asia Karl Inderfurth
has expressed the hope that
Bangladesh will achieve middle
income country status by 2020.
Iin the third place.

Bangladesh s being viewed by
US policy makers as a stabiliz-
ing factor in South Asia. They
see Bangladesh as a ray ol hope
in the region torn apart by eth-
nic and religious violence, ha-
tred and conflict. US political
leaders have appreciated Prime
Minister's peace making role in
the domestic plane, within the
region as well as in the world at
large. World leaders including
President Clinton have appre-
ciated Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina's initiatives to resolve
Chittagong Hill Tracts Insur-
geney and the Ganges Water
Sharing dispute with India
through peaceiul means. Ratill-
cation of CTBT by Bangladesh,
the first country in South Asia
to do so, has been greatly ap-
preciated by the US.

Finally, Bangladesh with
about 130 million people offer a
huge market for US products.
US companles are nowadays
looking towards the East to ex-
pand their business and
Bangladesh is being considered
a country with enormous poten-
tials.

Bangladesh, on its part,
finds in the US a good friend
that not only is the destination
of S 2 billlon worth of our ex-
ports but also a country that
can help us bridge the technol-
ogy gap through diversifying its
investment in our country.
Strong support of the US to our
democracy as well as socio-eco-
nomic development efforts is a
great source of our strength.
President Clinton’s historic
visit to Bangladesh on March
20, the first ever by a US Presi-
dent, was an occasion to cement

the bonds of friendship and co-*

operation between the two peo-
ples. The visit is a clear indica-
tion of US support to the poli-
cies of the government as well
as to the ideals of democracy
and peace that it upholds.
President Clinton's visit
brought Bangladesh to sharper
focus in international allairs.
The President not only assured

. looking

America’s continued support o
the economic development and
democracy In Bangladesh but
also recognized Its role iIn
peace-keeping and peace-mak-
ing in the region and in the
world at large. He remarked: “I
think this Is a nation with a
very big future”. His welcome
announcement of partial debt
cancellation under PL-480 debt
for tropical forest protection
has been well appreciated. The
recent visit of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina to USA to accept
Pearl S. Buck Award, address
the Harvard University and
open the newly built embassy
building in Washington, D.C.
was a remarkable success.
Americans now know
Bangladesh as a peace loving
country that {Is marching
ahead, President Clinton has
invited Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina to pay an official visit
to the LIS in October this vear,

Prime Minister’'s visit will be
an important milestone In
breaking new grounds to fur-
ther deepening of our relations,

The number of Bangladeshi
community living in the US is
increasing day by day. Expatri-
ate Bangladeshis contribute to
the foreign exchange earnings
of the government to a consid-
erable extent. As they are grad-
ually joining the mainstream, |
believe, the community will be
able to play a major role in
projecting a positive immage of
Bangladesh and contribute to
further expanding of our bilat-
eral cooperation.

Taking into account the huge
potentials of expansion of US-
Bangladesh relations, we must
make efforts to build a forward-
relationship from
which peoples of both the coun-
tries will benefit. If the current
momentum can be maintained,
we can foresee a very close and
productive relationship be-
tween Bangladesh and the USA.

I'he author is Bangladesh's
Ambassador to USA.
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LETTER FROM EUROPE

Rising Interest Rates in the US

Why has Mr. Alan Greenspan, the Chairman of the Federal Reserve decided to take such a
drastic step now? Can it or will it affect the outcome the American presidential elections
in November, this year? What sort of repercussions will this measure have on the Euro?

How will it affect the economies of the so-called developing countries?

Chaklader Mahboob-ul

HE Federal Reserve Boar«l

I of the US has just raised
its short-term interest
rates. It is the sixth time in less
than a vear that it has done so.
Until now the interest rate has
been hiked up by a quarter per
cent every time but now it has
done so by a half per cent. It
now stands at 6.5%, which is
the highest since January,
1991. Why has Mr. Alan
Greenspan, the Chairman of the
Federal Reserve decided to take
such a drastic step now? Can it
or will it affect the outcome the
American presidential
elections in November, this
year? What sort of repercus-
sions will this measure have on

_the Euro? How will it affect the

economies of the so-called de-
veloping countries?

The US economy has been
growing for the last one hun-
dred and ten consecutive
months. That is not what wor-
ries the head of the Federal Re-
serve Board. Mr. Greenspan is
worried about the rate at which
it is growing ( annualised 5.4%
in the first quarter of 2000 and
6.3% in the second half of
1999). Since no one is capable of
determining with any reason-
able accuracy how much of this
growth is due to accelerated
productivity Increase caused by
information technologyv-driven
structural changes and when
this acceleration will come to
an end. Mr. Greenspan. in his
position as a cautious central
banker . thinks that the econ-
omy is overheated. The infla-
tfon rate has steadily risen
close to  4.0% .which is higher
than what Mr. Greenspan would
like it to be. Hllhf}“%l the un-
‘employment rate has gone
“Sown to approximately 4%, vet

mere are no signs of wage pres-
tire. This would please any cen-
fral banker. but not Mr.
&reenspan . He fears that high
inflation will soon translate
into unsustainable wage pres-
sure

Mr. Greenspan wants to have

y controlled economic growth |

petween 3% and 1% per year).

-

which will allow him to main-
tain the inflation rate at about
3%. His rationale is quite sim-
ple. He thinks that the current
low unemployment rate lo-
gether with substantial specila-
tive gains (warnings have al-
ready been uttered against sup-
posed overvaluation of some
American assets) made at the
stock exchange have induced
the Americans to continue with
their spending spree. In his
opinion. there are sectors of the
economy. where demand is al-
ready onistripping suapph
which sooner or later will lead
to even higher inflation.

According to figures pub-
lished by the department of
Commerce, the trade deficit
(more than 60% over last year)
is increasing at an alarming
rate because of accelerated con-
sumer spending. Part of the in-
crease is, of course, due to the
increase in the price of oil — the
US still continues to be the
world's number one importer of
crude oil. It remains yet to be
seen whether Mr. Greenspan
would achieve his objective by
hiking up the Interest rate to
6.5% [ almost everybody expects
further increases before the end
of the year), but it may indi-
rectly affect the outcome of the
American elections in Novem-
ber, this year.

There is no doubt that unin-
terrupted economic growth for a
long period under the presi-
dency of Mr. Clinton helped
him In the past to survive the
impeachment proceedings . Ac-
cording to recent opinion polls,
the Democrals are expected to
have an edge over the Republi-
cans in the coming elections be-
cause of the same reasons. But
the question is : If the economic
situation suddenly takes a
downturn during the final days
of Clinton presidency and it
affects the pockets of the Amer-

ican consumers, will they not
¢ hange their political alle.
giance” It is more than likely

that they will do so.
fhe Euro has lost approxi-
mately 21% agaiust the US

Alam writes from Madrid

dollar ( the American interest
rate has a direct bearing on this
shenomenon) since it came into
eing on January 1. 1999,
which has made European
goods cheaper in the American
market and American goods
more expensive in Europe. Al-
though a weak Euro has helped
to bolster European exports, it
has probably taken some pres-
sure off the much-needed struc-
tural and technological reform.
This will inevitably affect the
European economies adversely .
some time in the future. The ex-
port-driven economic growth
of the Euro area ( eleven mem-
bers of the European Economic
Union) in the vear 2000 is ex-
pected to be 3.4%( against 1.1%
in Japan). The exports will rise
by 8.5%. Although the unem-
ploviment will fall from 11.6%
to 9.2%. the average inflation
rate will be held at 2.1%. The
German economy is giving
sigus of coming out of its :Int
drums. The French is running
neck to neck with the Spanish {
3.7% vis-a'-vis 3.8%). The
PDutch will increase by 4.1%.
while the Irish will achieve an
incredible 7.5% growth. Even
the Greek economy is expected
to do better than last yvear ( 3.9%
vis-a'-vis 3.5%). In all fairness
to the Euro . it should however.
be mentioned here that higher
interest rate in the US [ 6.5%
against the EEC rate of 3.75%)
is not the only reason for its
dramatic fall.

Although the principal in-
dicators of the EEC show con-
tinuous economic growth in its
member countries, the com-
parative performance of the
American econommy over a
longer period inspires greater
confidence in the international
money market, Lack of confi-
dence in the Euro is also due to
the Inability of the EEC leaders
1o Inspire Investor confidence
in the feasibility of a political
union within a constitutional
framework In the near future
As long as these and other polit-
lcal uncertainties such as the
proposed expansion of the

Union to incorporate new
members from Eastern Europe,
the future Danish referendum
over the Euro and the renewed

British doubts persist, it would |

be difficult to have a strong
Euro, even though its ( EEC's)
principal economic indicators
show good results.

The EEC , with the necessary
structural and technological
adjustments will be in a posi-
tion to withstand a gradual
slow down of the American
economy. But it will mnost prob-
ably have greater negative im-
pact on the economies of the so-
called developing couitries be-
cause of a fall in their exports.
This might also trigger a chain
of currency devaluations in
these countries with unpre-
dictable consequences. Other
areas like debt financing and
debt repavments will also be
affected.

It is [rightening to think
that one person's actions or de-
cisions can have such wide
repercussions on world affairs.,
Mr. Greenspan ., who is a mod-
erate Republican and who has
recently been appointed to a
fourth term as chairman of the
Federal Reserve Board by Presi-
dent Clinton, is well aware of
his enormous power. He not
only enjoys the trust of the
markets but also iIs very popu-
lar with the American people.
He has the reputation of being a
non-partisan public servant. In
his official decisions, appar-
ently he has never been guided
by any other principle except
his friend Ayn Rand's philoso-
phy of objectivism( rational
selfishness). which essentially
exalts the virtnes ol capitalism.

We. who come from a devel-
oping country like Bangladesh
or Mexico ( where memories of
the "Tequila crisis”™ of 1995 are
still very vivid) can only hope
that in managing one of
American capitalism’s most sa-
crod institutions, the Federal
Reserve Board , Mr. Greenspan's
decisions are Indeed rational
but not too selfish.
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A New Kind of Thriller

- i T b B P

Without in any way denying the fact that various bombing incidents against Israelis have
taken place and roundly condemned by everyone, it is also true that there is no
comparable set of systematic (as opposed to sporadic) Palestinian practices against
[sraelis, and I haven't in this context even mentioned the bombing by Israel of

URING the Oscar cere-
Dmonlca last March only

one award (Best Docu-
mentary) was glven to a 1999
film that had neither been re-
leased, nor seen by anyone out-
side the academy (for some of
whose members sE:clal
screenings of the film had, |
gather, been hastily impro-
vised). To say the least, this was

“an unusual set of circumstances

for so important an award.

At last, though, One Day In
September was released on May
19. Directed by Kevin Mac Don-
ald and produced by John
Battsek and Arthur Cohn it Is a
92 minute account of what Is
supposed to have occurred when
a group of Israeli athletes at the
Munich Olympilc Games was
held hostage by elght Palestini-
ans who on September 5, 1972
seized the unsuspecting men at
4:40 am, and held them for 21
hours.

The end of the ordeal came at
Munich alrport when five Ger-
man snipers opened f[ire on
hostages and captors, thereby
instigating an appalling blood-
bath that drew In a consider-
able number of basically un-
trained and undisciplined Ger-
man police. Eleven Israelis
were killed, as were five Pales-
tinlans (three were serifously
wounded but survived and later
escaped) and one German.,

I don't imagine that there is
a Palestinian who does not
think that the Munich adven-
ture was a total disaster for the
cause and the people, who re-
main stateless and either under
Israell occupation or as
refugees, 28 years after the Mu-
nich Olympics, 52 years aflter
most of them were driven out —
indeed, ethnically cleansed —
by Zionist forces.

Over 400 villages were de-
stroyed in 1947-48, uncounted
numbers of Innocents either
massacred or forcibly evicted,
and an entire society effectively
destroyed in order that Israel
could come into existence. That
is the tragic nub of the Middle
East conflict, enacted as | write
these lines on a daily basis in
West Bank and Gaza towns and
villages, as youngsters battle Is-
raeli settlers and soldiers who
represent a state still in the
process of demolishing homes,
holding a large number ol pris-
oners, taking more land, all the
while remaining adamant in its
official unwillingness to ac-
knowledge any responsibility

to the Palestinian people, ;.
Ong of the short¢omings ol
the Oslo accords is that, thanks
to the servile acquiescence of
Yasir Arafat, the damages of
thirty-plus years of Israeli oc-
cupation of the rest of histori-
cal Palestine that began in
1967, are casually written off
without so much as a word
about reparations which by
comparison with Iraqs rela-
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refugee camps, hospitals, schools and the like...

by Edward Said

tively short, but no less llegal
occupation of Kuwalit, are sfill
being extracted from Saddam
Hussein's dreadful reghime and
his long-suffering people.

There was an unacceptable
loss of life, the goal of geftin
200 political prisoners release
from Israel (which was their
declared aim from beginning to
end) was not achieved, and ever
since, thanks as much to this
one incident as to all the others
combined, it permanently af.
fixed the label “terrorist”™ so
implacably to "Palestinian™ as
to displace and even to efface
the tragedy of Palestine almost
cnmplett:lgr.

But this latter result is
larﬁely due to the unrelenting
mills of political propaganda,
and this Is where One Day in
September, in its crudely delib-
erate manner (“style” being too
strong a word here), comes in.
To make of the awful Munich
eplsode “a new kind of thriller”
is in the first instance to elimi-
nate the Palestinian narrative
that antecedes and in some way
{luminates if not the idiocy of
the outrage but the desperation
and horror that gave it Incep-
tion and nourishment.

Nowhere in the film {s there
focused attention pald to Is-
rael's anfecedent role, its daily,
hourly, minute by minute per-
secution, in the maiming,
bombing, dispossessing, humil-
jating of Palestinians from top
to bottom, right across the
board, from eviction, to wiping
out of every possible trace of
Palestinian life . to brazen de-
nial of same, from the begin-
ning to the end of the last fifty
two years,

Let's hear a little more from
Macdonald’'s production notes,
which seem tirelessly to extoll
the filin's total, complete, un-
qualified originality: “"What |
wanted to do with One Day in
September,” he rattles on yet
again , © was to make a docu-
mentary different than any-
thing | had seen before: a docu-
mentary thriller, one that
would work as a filin at the cin-
ema. | wanted it to have a strong
narrative grip and to pull the
emotions of the audience, while
at the same time investigating
and revealing the extraordi-
nary facts behind this event in
a detailed way.”

Well, it doesn't work as a
fillm in any locale, unless one’s

standards are so low as to allow

that a transparent, and even

for,ywhat was and, is Qeing done., .;@-ﬁf!%tqr?!:q}&as'i-&'afca'.ﬂ se-
oequenge. fh
@ well-known, thoroughly famil-

a1, basically . tells a

iar story pieced together out of
old film clips, predictable in-
terviews, and gross misrepre-
sentations that show Palestini-
ans to be irreducibly terrorist
(though clever, and a bit ma-
nipulative), Israelis brave, seri-
ous, courageous, and long-suf-
fering, Germans (shades of
Colonel Klink in TV's Hogan's

kK K K &k %k K &k ¥ % % %

I.ebanon

Heroes) Incompetent, lving,
bungling, bloody-minded fools
is “original” filmmaking.
Granted that we mustn't for-
get all that, but what “original”

Israel,

In addition, since 1982 |s-
rael has maintained a prisoi.
Khiam, in the zone it occupies
lllegally in south Lebanon for

-
o

point is being made by mining the express purpose of detain %
this already ideologically over- Lebanese citizens who legiie
loaded film with subliminal mately fight against the oCCupas
cues Plauted to elicit western  tion of thewr Lkund Fiually, the
gullt for Jewish suffering, at the Israeli govermment has opend ;

same time condoning and even

admitted that it has abducte

justifying Israel’s horrendous many Lebanese citizens :
practices? This at a time when (including Shaikh Obaid of
an on-going conflict, tragically Hizballah) and keeps them as

unresolved between two peoples
(despite what Macduna!ri. in an
unusually grotesque image calls
“the monumental peace pro-
cess”) 1s welghted preponder-
antly In favour of one of them,
while the other enjoys no access
to the mass media, no ready
narrative of persecution and
dispossession, no admissible
ancr endlessly re-useable sym-
bol for political exploitation.
Once the film is finally avail-
able to viewers the distinctly
unpleasant experience of view-
ing it will pretty much dissipate
any claim about the absence of
a political agenda.

Conslder, for instance, that
no Arab voice at all, except the
unfortunate Mr. Al Gamshey's
and later that of an unidenti-
fied Libyan, Is ever heard. Not a
single Arab name is cited in the
film's credits. No music, no
children, no elderly wonen, no
mutilated bodies. Above all, no
Palestinian witnesses, say, to
the Deir Yassin massacre, or
Qalqilya, or Kufr Kassem, or
Sabra and Shatlila, or the 1948
terror evictions of Palestinians
from towns like Lydda and
Ramleh (the latter two actions
commanded by the late Yitzhak
Rabin). Macdonald’s keen his-
torical sense seems to have
whisked away any memory ol
the fact that Zionist militants
introduced terrorism into the
Middle East in the 1920s (see in
this regard David Hirst's classic
book, The Gun and the Olive
Branch).

Israel has always held Pales-
tinians prisoner without trial,
with torture, without real re-
course. For a period the Emer-
gency Defence Regulations first
used by the British Mandatory
authorities (until 1948) were
adopted without change. Then
after 1967 a more complicated
set of occupier's laws, as the
Palestinian jurist Raja She-
hadeh calls them. were imple-
mented. Until today hundreds
of Palestinians are held pris-
oner by Israel on charges equat-
ing resistanee to Israeli occupa-
tion with terrorism. Dozens, if
not hundreds, of thousands of
Palestinians have passed
through Israeli jails: many of
these men and women have
been held so as to pry informa-
tion out of them, to force them

civilian hostages pending the
return of one or two Israell
prisoners held in Lebanon. All
this is herded under the rubric
of fighting and refu sing 1o nego-
tiate with “terrorism.

Now without in any way
denying the fact that various
bombing incidents against Is-
raelis have taken place and
roundly condemned by every-
one, it is also true that there is
no comparable set of systematic
(as opposed to sporadic) Pales-
tinlan practices against Is-
raells, and I haven't in this con-
text even mentioned the bomb-
ing by Israel of refugee camps,
hospitals, schools and the like,
the wanton killing of prisoners
of war, the destruction of
homes, olive trees, fertile farm
land, and beduin tents.

Nor have | alluded to the
veritable orgy of assassina-
tions, state terrorism by any
other name, that Israel has In-
dulged in before, since, and af-
ter Munich, e% the Beirut
killing of three PLO leaders in
their beds in 1973, the murder
of at least a dozen other Pales-
tinlan personalities, plus nu-
merous booby-entrapments,
point-blank shootings, car-
bombings, one of the most hor-
rendous being the Belrut assas-
sination of Ghassan Kanafani,
an engaged Popular Front par-
tisan who was also one of the
most gifted writers in the Arab
world. This last outrage oc-
curred before. not as a result of,
Munich.

No, One Day in September is
a tired, cliche-ridden tissue of
bad cinema, bad politics, bad
thinking. As history it has no
status at all. It's as if nothin
happened before or after 1972,
just those evernts as constructed
by Kevin Macdonald and com-
pany. Even the film’s musical
soundtrack made up of “period”
music from Led Zeppelin to
Philip Glass trivializes what we
see on the screen: it struck me
as somehow moronic andin-
spuciant at the same time. un-
relievedlyinappropriate and
jarring from start tofinish. In
short, this is a film that incon-
structing a simplified. ideologi-
calnarrative in the best [or
worst) CNN style of"you-are-
there™ reporting condemns the
viewerto reliving the experience

to work as collaborators and without learninganything new
informers. to get their lanmulies or understanding anythingbet-
(o promnuiss ||]|”I;_'r1*-. that make ler

military occupation vasier lor Courtesy:The Dawn of Pakistan

Liberated
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The attainment of statehood, besides everything else it might bring in practical terms,
would also be an affirmation by the world of the Palestinian narrative. That they
as a people have undergone tremendous hardship but are now ready to take
their rightful place in the council of states.

by Kesava Menon

Mr. Ehud Barak. had caused
some surprise when he de-
clared, at the time of his elec-
tion a year ago, that a priority
would be to get his troops out of
Lebanon. Since negotiations
with the Palestinians were on
the top of Israel's agenda, not
only for the Government from
which Mr. Barak took over but
also for the Government previ-
ous to that run by his own
party, this promise indicated a
departure from a settled pro-
ramme. However an analyst
1ad pointed out at that time
that the pullout from Lebanon
would generate such over-
whelming goodwill for Mr
Barak amongst the Israell pub-
lic that he couwld then offer
painful concessions to the
Palestinlans.

Well, the withdrawal from
Lebanon has taken place. Nol
in the seamless and confident
fashion In which Israel had
hoped to do it. But amidst all
the confusion and undignified
haste with which that with-
drawal was accomplished one
important fact that sticks out is
that Israel was able to extricale
its troops without a single ca-
sualty — not one soldier Kkilled
or wounded.

After swallowing their em-
barrassment at the manner in
which the withdrawal was ac-
complished, the Israell public
appears to be swinging around
1o & mood of reliel and gratitude
that a bleeding wound has been
finally stitched up. If the north-
ern border with Lebanon con-

I SRAEL'S Prime Minister,

tinues to remain quiet this
graphic departure from the
conditions prevalent till re-

cently could generate a deal ol
goodwill for Mr. Barak.

So does this mean that the
Israeli public will be now ready
to swallow the concessions that
Mr. Barak might make to the
Palestinians. The lesson that
could be learnt from the
Lebanon withdrawal — il the
border remains quiet — that
peace can be obtained il Israel
gives back land that it has
wrested by force may not be
considered directly relevant by
the Israeli public.

Those Israelis who assert a
‘historic’ or religious claim to
West Bank land might be in the
minority. But there is strong,
and more broad-based, resis-
tance to the giving back of all
the West Bank land and the clo-
sure of settlements which are
considered to be of inmportance
to Israel’'s security and eco-
nomic interests. However gen-
erous Mr. Barak might feel, he
will find an excuse or a justifi-
cation to prevent the return of
at least ten per cent of the West
Bank.

Most Israelis appear to have
realised that Palestinian state-
hood is inevitable. The Pales-
tinlans too seem to have recog-
nised that their state-to-be will
not be free to arm itsell as it

likes or make treaties with
powers hostile to Israel. From
the manner in which world

leaders have been travelling
through the Palestinian terri-
torfies whenever they visit the

region it would almost appear
the declaration ol sovereignty
is just a formality that has to be
gone through

However, if the Palestinians
were to unilaterally declare
statehood in all of the West
Bank and the Gaza Strip (as de-
fined by the June 1967 borders)
and if they won recognition for
the same then Israel would be
deemed to be in illegal posses-
sion of the land it still occupies.

Demonstrations 1o com-
memorate the Nakhba spilled
over into further protests for
the release of Palestinian pris-

oners from Israeli jails.
Promises to release these pris-
oners have not been Kept and
the whole issue does not appear
to have got the attention it de-
served

It was Palestine Authority
President, Mr. Yasser Aralats
Fatah movement which organ-

Such an outcome could provide  jsed the protests over the
the conditions for violent con- Nakhba and the ~“Davs of
flict. The right to declare state- Apger” for the release of Pales-
hood. or rather the right 10 tipjan prisaners. But the
chose the time to do so. Is an  demonstrations spun out of

important matter for the Pales-
tinians

The considerable emotions
that are attached to the state-
hood issue in one way or the
other were discernible earlier
this month. While Israel cele-
brated its 52nd vear as a state
the Palestinians were mourn-
ing the Nakhbalthe catastro-
phe) that struck them 52 vears
ago. The attaimment of state-
hood, besides everything else it
might bring in practical terms,
would also be an affirmation by
the world of the Palestinian
narrative. That they as a people
have undergone tremendous
hardship but are now ready to
take their rightful place in the
council of states,

This vear's demonstrations
and marches to commemorate
the Nakhba seemed to have
been permeated by a particular
bitterness because movement in
the negotiations has become
painfully slow.

control and Palestinian and Is-
raeli securityimen began liring
live rounds at each other.

What was, however, more
remarkable was that the ex-
change of gunfire did not, as in
the past, make the leaders from
either side retire into a sulk.
They, and their security chiefs,
continued to talk to each other.
For the first time ever these
clashes did not evoke appre-
hensions that the peace process
was In danger of collapse. It was
as il evervone took these
clashes as a mere distraction
that would not put an end to the
negotiations.

1t was when the clashes were
at their most intense that the
Israell Knesset passed, by a ro-
bust enough vote. the Bill to
transfer three villages adjacent
to Jerusalem to the Palestini-

dlls.

Courtesy: The Hindu of In-
dia.
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