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We Condemn This

JKER Kagoj reporter Aminur Rahman Taj un-

suspectingly walked into a trap laid for his
arrest, such appears to be the inescapable
conclusion from Tuesday's newspaper reports on
the subject. He was detained without any apparent
or furnished valid reasons, a post-facto GD got
made and on that basis was issued a warrant of
arrest against him. First, he was shown to have
been arrested under Section 54 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure on no specific grounds and
then followed the framing of the defamation
charges against him on account of a news report
the police attributed to him. Though subsequently
set on bail, the manner in which he was treated
must be open to question,

The process could not have been the handiwork
of middle or lower order police personnel, it
smacks of somebody at the top calling the shot. Al-
' though the paper, whose reporter fell victim to It,
has surmised that the home minister himself
might have set the ball rolling, yet without verify-
ing the same we would not like to be name-specific
here except to suggest that it bore the stamp of
somebody in high authority out to throw his
weight around.

If that be the case then it is a clear instance of
harassing a journalist for his work. Here we would
like to draw a clear line between freedom of press
and the right of an institution to seek redressal in
a genuine case of libel or defamation. Quite apart
from the issue relating to the merit, quality or au-
thenticity of the report published in Ajker Kagoj
which is a different issue, the core question here is:
can a worker of the fourth estate be subjected to
such a behaviour even after the police authority's
rejoinder to the report was duly published In Ajker
Kagoj?

Yes, publication of a rebuttal does not preclude
the right to seek redressal if an institution has
genuinely felt wronged but there is a time-hon-
oured way to do it. In Aminur Rahman's case,
therefore, the home ministry and the police have
misused power to harass a journalist and intimi-
date the journalist community.

We condemn it in the strongest possible term
and demand that the law take its course in place of
some officials bending the rules to suit somebody's
sweet will.

We also urge the journalists, who have an-
nounced a boycott of sorts, to realise that they
cannot shrug off their fundamental responsibility
to keep the people informed about what's happen-
ing on the police front.

Tribute to Zia

HE 19th death anniversary of late president Zi-

aur Rahman was observed throughout the
country on Tuesday. President Zia was brutally
assassinated on 30 May, 1981 at Chittagong Circuyit
House by a group of army officers. Zia joined the
liberation war as a major posted in Chittagong. He
was to boost the morale of a struggling people
against the Pakistani marauders through his
declaration of independence in the name of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman from the
Kalurghat transmitter of then Radio Pakistan
Chittagong. Major Zia will always be remembered
' by those who listened to his voice over the
| transistor during those trying moments. Apart
| from his valuable contributions as a freedom
fighter, Ziaur Rahman earned respect for the
reintroduction of multiparty democracy in the
country. A large number of political parties which
lost their identity through the introduction of one-
party BKSAL rule in the countrv were resurrected
by virtue of the historic decision of President Zia.
Vitally also, he restored the chain of command in
the armed forces of the country.

In addition to all that, he should be remembered

for his contributions to the freedom of press in
Bangladesh. The print media, especially the daily
and weekly newspapers, were freed during his time
from direct government ownership and control.
Today as we remember him we also record our con-
demnation of his assassination.
We call upon all political parties to show respect
where it is due. We do not want our children to grow
up In an environment of hatred and intolerance
and with a split vision of our leadership heritage.
Time has come when a child, raised in whatever
political environment, needs to be taught to show
respect to all political leaders, irrespective of the
parties they belonged to: otherwise, we shall be
failing in our duty to develop a political culture
that teachcs respect for and tolerance of each other
which are [he cornerstone of a truly democratie so-
cliety that we all aspire to belong to.

Officers on Special Duty

HE fact that some 150 senior government offi-

cials, ran%ing from senior assistant secretary
to additional secretary, have been officers on
special duty (OSD) — for one to eight years — makes
a strong case for an immediate and expeditious re-
form of the bureaucracy. With so many senior
members of the administration sitting idle for
years together, it is no wonder that the bureaucracy

majority of these officials have been ‘marked out
— on political consideration, according to a Bangla
daily — sends across a disquieting signal to the
public, not to speak of that within the system.
Blatant politicisation such as this stands detri-
mental to the essence and efficiency of the bureau-
cracy.

Basically therefore, the OSDs galore, if we may
call It so, is part of a complicated problem that
does not have any piece-meal solution. Still, we
would urge the government to look into the matter
ri%hl-away and reassign them on to an active list.
Of course, If there is a professional ground like
ineptitude or aberration for which the OSD status
has been conferred on them we would expect disci-
plinary measures against those found guilty in-
stead of paying them for no work. The problem
should be placed in a broader perspective with a
comprehensive redressal of it contemplated. The
fact of the matter is, our bureaucracy is not deliver-
ing and therefore needs a major overhaul. The
sooner the reform takes place the better. Isn't it?
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works at the pace it does. Moreover, the reason why |
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Issue a report card on the

survival of Russia Is not to

ask whether Russia will
survive. It will. The question,
ratyer, is what the Russia of the
21 century will be like. Wil it,
for example, be democratic or
autocratic or some mixture of
the two? Wil it be prosperous or
poor, corrupt or efficient, stable
or turbulent?

These are the questions of
importance not only for diplo-
mats, policy makers and aca-
demliclans, but for ordinary
people around the globe. Russia
still possesses lethal stockpiles
of nuclear weapons, and the
safety and security of these

weapons — given Russla’'s in-
ternal problems — can no
longer be assumed. In addition,

international lenders have In-
vested billions of dollars in an
attempt to promote democracy
and free-market economic re-
forms in Russia. Potentlally,
Russia is a very rich country,
and as a global citizen we have
every interest in seeing that its
prosperity Is realised.

At this point, though, Russia
is preoccupied with war,
poverty, and economic and le-

al turmoll. Since last year, |t
1as been bogged down in a civil
war in Chechnya. The Russians
claim to have driven rebels out
of the Chechen capital, but how
IﬂnE they will stay out remains
to be seen. Even less clear is
whether the Russian army will
be able to tame the rebel force if
it retreats to the south and be-
gins insurgent operations from
the mountain there. The new
administration in Moscow rou-
tinely gives out thelr assurances
of an impending settlement in
Chechnya. But with Russian

HE US Under-secretary of

I State Thomas Pickering is

on the last leg of his three-
nation trip to South Asia. His
agenda with the leaders of India
and Pakistan includes the
sensitive nuclear issue, as both
these countries are now atomic
powers. He met the Pakistan's
military ruler General Pervez
Musharraf and they discussed
Indo-Pak relations and the nu-
clear issue. Earlier, he held
similar discussions in New
Delhi. The third country cov-
ered by his trip is Sri Lanka.
Pickering's task is to lessen
tensions between two South
Asian rivals, and more impor-
tantly, efforts to convince both
the countries on the need for
signing the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty (CTBT) and the Nu-
clear Non-proliferation Treaty
(NPT).

Obviously, both the matters
are important for Washington,
It wants New Delhi and Islam-
abacd to resolve’ their problems
through discussions and also
demonstrate their adherence to
the nuclear non-proliferation
activities. Undoubtedly, both
these subjects are too difficult
to resolve but the US is continu-
ing its efforts knowing full well
the complexities involved in
the whole exercise.

Indeed, Indo-Pak relations
are going through a difficull
time — a phase certainly very
dangerous even when viewed in
the context of their traditional
rivalry. US President Bill

he main success stories in an otherwise ordinary economic report. The ba-
sic fundamentals for an economic revival is there. The new Russian President occupies a position

of immense power, given to him by one of Europe’s most lop-sided constitutions. It is thus in his
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forces continuing to pound
Chechen rebels. with al
legations of Russian abuse and
torture of Chechen prisoners
still unanswered, and with no
political negotiations to end the
war yet in sight, 1t Is hard to
take these assurances seriously.
In fact, the parliamentary as-
sembly of the Council of Europe
last month voted to suspend the
voting rl%ﬂs of the Russian del.
egation because of their gov-
ernment's role in Chechnya.
This Is, as it should be, an em-
barrassment for Moscow. The
Chechen war Is also limposing
enormous burdens on an econ-
omy that can {ll-afford new
burdens. Russia's annual gross
national product was cut in half
during the 1990s, and it Is now
ten times smaller than that of
the US and five tiimes smaller
than that of China.

Russian economists say that
even If their economy grows by
8 per cent a year — which is a
fairly rapld growth rate — |t
will take 15 years to match the
annual gross national product

of countries like Portugal and
Spain. It would take a faster
rowth rate, and far longer. to
catch up to Britain and France,
These aren’t just numbers on a
age: a nose-diving economy
[:IIFE people. Human beings are
living longer, better lives in
many parts of the world, but a
Russlan teenager living today Is
far less likely to survive until

er to initiate a process o

the age of 60 than a Russfa
teenager who lived under the
Czars 100 years ago. A source of
major concern for Russia s the
web of corruption which has en-
tangled much of the economy,
including the banks and energy
industry. A case in point is the
evidence of apparently massive
money-laundering through the
Bank ol New York in the US, It
only conlirms what has long

seemed certain — that corrup-
tion now reaches into the heart
of the Russian power structure.
The rise of the oligarchs who
use and abuse the state for thelr
own ends has also ralsed enor-
mous challenge for the country.
These oligarchs dominate the
Russtan public life through
massive fraud and misappro-
priation, especially in the oil
sector. The business model that
they have ﬂnfluyt:-d IS privati-
sation of lpvul:n lc assets. Using
their wealth and power, they
have taken law into their own
hands. What they are doing s
Mm‘pl}r “plunder I‘llilhtlllﬁriltﬁllﬂ
as [ree enterprise”. A related

problem is the de-monetisation
of the economy. Recent studies
have shown that the share of
non-cash receipts at the major
Industrial concerns Is hovering
around 50 per cent. What makes

the Russian non-cash economy

different is that the barter and

offset prices of a product are
tvpically close to each other
and roughly about 50 per cent
higher than the cash prices,

Firms prefer to avoid cash
transaction because it helps
them to disguise subsidies,
mostly for energy. Moreover,
they can cheat the government
by operating without bank ac-
COUIILS,

But if Russia faces terrible
problems, it also has a lot going
for it. Russia produces 17 per
cent of the world's crude oil and
25 per cent to 35 per cent of its
natural gas. Partly because it is
one of the world's largest coun-
tries, it possesses vast deposits
of other raw materials. And for
all its failures, the former So-
viet leadership did establish a
nationwide system of sec-

enuine reform and renewal,
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ondary and higher education,
Its scientists, for example, are
some of the world's best. And if
the Russian people are highly
educated. they also are highly
atient, willing to endure sacrl-
Lu-:-. and sctbacks that people
e any other developed coun-
ties wonld never tolerate.

For once, Russlans may also
have an etlective leader in Pres-
ident Putin. Unlike his prede-

cessors, Putin seems to have few

Hlusions, and none at all about
the inherent failures of the sys-
tem that existed in the former
Soviet Union. He has spelled
out his bellefs and plans
openly. If he can end the war in
Chechnya on reasonably ho-
ourable terms, and if he and the
Russian parllament can bring
about the rule of law — laws, for
example, governing bankin

and foreign investment — it will
be possible for Russia to attack
Its problems In a reasonably
effective way. Dead many
months, legal reform needs to
be revived to put the country on
a par with the leading powers
with which Russia aims to
compete. But all aspects of life
are denied due to the flawed sys-
temn. Russian lawyers have
shown no determination to sel
things right, mirroring the
broader society. Putin has the
potential to extend the tradi-
tion of Russian jurists who ad-
vanced legal reform. A test of
his bona fides would be, for ex-
ample, the successful privatisa-

Thomas Pickering's Mission to South Asia

Pickering’s talks in New Delhi and Islamabad are significant. Washington possibly wants to know
if the two countries have made any progress towards reducing tensions ... Evidently, both say that
they are keen to see a better political climate in the region but it is being thwarted by the ‘other' side.

Clinton’s visit to India and
Pakistan in March this vear
failed to bring about any visible
fmprovement in the bitter rela-
tionship between two hostile
neighbours. Arguably, it is a
Herculean task. It will be a
height of folly to expect such a
development given the difficul-
ties of the situation. Nonethe-
less, some kind of upswing in
the New Delhi-Islamabad rela-
tions following President Clin-
ton's visit was expected since
the leader of the most powerful
nation of the world exhorted
upon both to shed their hostile
approaches as far as possible.
Seldomm a visit from the
highest level of the US takes
place to any country and more
so in the South Asian region.
Clinton's visit took' place at a
time when the Indo-Pak rela-
tions nose-dived on' various
reasons. The US President was
to comne here much earlier but
the scheduled trip was called off
as both India and Pakistan ex-
ploded nuclear devices in early
1998, Since Washington was
known to be against further
spread of the atomic power, its
president. not
postponed the visit to South
Asia. Subsequently, it took a
rather long time to re-schedule
the visit, after much of the dust

surprisingly,

raised by their atomic explo-
sions settled down despite the
fact that the two countries are
still bearing the burnt of the ex-
plosions. Then again, his visit
ran into trouble because ol the
internal situation in Pakistan
in the form of a military take-
over. President Clinton found it
difficult to wvisit a country
where an undemocratic gov-
ernment was in power. But

Pakistan. The US President
forcefully echoed the same
during his talks with those at
the helm of affairs in New Delhi
and Islamabad. Washington is
Known to be enjoying consider-
able clout over the two countries
and as such some Kind of sober-
ing effect was expected on their
ties following the visit of the US
President. But no noticeable
change Is discernible in the
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strategic impibrmnre“:uul ofhiér
considerations led him to visit
Pakistan.

His wvisit to Pakistan was
brief compared to the long stay
in India. He urged the leaders in
both countries to try to resolve
their differences through a
spirit of reconciliation and dia-
logue. The US officially says
that the wellbeing of the vast
multitude living in this region
depends on peace and stability,
which centres on good relation-
ship between two principal ac-
tors of the scene — India and

South-Asian séenario following
his visit.

Thomas Pickering's effort 1s
to bring two sides to the nepoti-
aling table. But resumption of
the Indo-Pak dialogue seems to
have gone into rough weather.
Nothing substantial is avail-
able to suggest any kind of re-
versal in the recent trend of
worsening ties. Their relation-
ship took a bad turn from a po-
sition of good promise brought
about by the landmark Lahore
Declaration between Indian
Prime Minister Atal Behari Va-

address.
Is Dhaka liveable?

Sir. The DS editorial "Let
Dhaka Live" dated 27 May 2000,
has drawn my attention. The
gloomy picture of Dhaka City
depicted in the editorial is abso-
lutely frustrating and it seems
that it has probably become
impossible to turn the city into
a liveable one. According to in-
ternational sources, Dhaka is
now considered as one of the
most polluted cities in the
world. And the glaring exam-
ples, you have provided in the
sald editorial are not in anyway
denying. Now the only thin
that can solve this prubrem an
turn Dhaka into a liveable one,
is the concerted effort of the
government. But unfortunately
the only thing the government
of Bangladesh is interested in Is
party politics. And to look after
the state of affairs, all they do Is
formulate different policles and
for execution of those policies
employ different agencies or
individuals. But is any agency
or individual employed lor
specified job performing the re-
spected task properly?

Let us take the example of
RAJUK. How could they over-
look the erection of unautho-
rised concrete jungle? How
could unauthorised slums be
erected? How could illegal
shops, rickshaws or vehicles
occupy 50 per cent of the roads
of the city? Who Is resgnnsible
for waterlogging in the city?
Who is responsible for keeping
city clean? Time has come to
ngc serfous thoughts to these
ssues. We understand that the
problems are too huge and com-
plicated to solve overnight. Anil
it Is not possible for any gov-
ernment to get rid of these prob-
lems in a single tenure, But at
least they should try and take
concrete steps to overcome sucl
problems for it is always diffi-
cult start anything.

And the government could
initiate this task by educatin
the city dwellers about civi

manners, traffic rules, norins
for urbanisation ete, If the city

Letters for publication in' these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

dwellers and those who are ni-
grating to the city become aware
that Dhaka City Is a place
where certain norms and rules
are to be abided then the prob-
lem would be solved to a large
extent. There is no such re-
source like well-educated citi-
zens for the country in general
and for Dhaka City in particu-
lar.

M A Matin
Trishal, Mymensing

Robespierre

French
were to recur
writes Milan
Kundera, "French historians
would be less proud ol
Robespierre, (the man in-charge
of guillotine, whose only jo
wias chopping off French heads)
[3ut because they deal with
something that will not return,
the bloody years of Revolution
lhave turned into words, theo-
rles and discussions; have be-
come lighter than feathers,
frightening no one.”

Sir, 1 - the
Revolution

eternally”,

Had our post liberation gov-
ernment anﬂl the role of
bringing the war criminals to
justice, chances were that we
then might not have any ‘pro
and anti-liberation war' slo-

ans with vengeance dividing
ﬁ‘u: nation that unitedly fought
the occupation forces and won a
victory. Because of that lapse on
the part of our founding father,
our unsatiated Robesplerre Is
rcturuinghtu chop off any head
that he chooses, making it -
wssible for us to turn over the
Illnudy page of history.

For the French, the Revolu-
tion is no longer a Irightening
thought. But for us the thought
of those fateful days of ‘71 Is
turning out to be a frightening
one,

S. Waliullah
Dhaka

Profit making
tournaments?

Sir, Why cricket tourna-
ments (Asia Cup) are held (in
Dhaka) during the monsoon
season?

Nowadays, it appears that
all outdoor games are playved
round the year. Is it due to
commercialisation (profit
making)?

And if all tournaments have

to be sponsored then what
would happen to the amateurs?
A.H.

Dhaka

To the concerned
authority

Sir, Recently, the sewerage
system of our locality has
stopped functioning and the
area has turned out to be a
breeding ground [or
mosquitoes, which is posing se-
rious health hazard to the peo.
ple of the locality.

And farthermore, for the
last two weeks, the sweepers al-
lotted (o our area have ;If’«‘\u bheen
absent due to some unknowii
reason. As a result, heaps ol
garbage are lyving unattended
along the side of the roads
lorming severe envirommental
menace,

I, therefore. wonld like to re-
quest the authorities concerned
to take necessary steps to save
us lrom mosquito menace and
arrange to clean up the garbage
from such a congested locality.

Sultan Mahmoocd
Gulshan Nagar,

Parbatipi

Dincajpur

High-rise walking

Sir. A simple question lor
the Mayor of DCC, though a
large number of overhead
pedestrian crossings have been
constructed at a huge cost. why
only less than 10 per cent of the
poltential users use It? The same

is the case with the under-

ground crossings.

One such pedestrian
Dhaka

PARC reports

Sir. The large number of
PARC reports are a farce, with-
out political consensus (DS edi-
torial, 28 May). Without the
consensus of the many cadres
within the BCS, PARC recom-
mendations cannot be imple-
mented (the approved, inte-
grated, new system has to be ac-
cepted by all for phased imple-
mentation). What are being im-
plemented are minor marginal
recommendations, not any core
structural change. Political will
and integrity also come in.

So long the administrative
cadre retain supremacy, there
may be no solutions or reform.
There is need lor a separate
Bangladesh Judiciary Service.
(BJS) according to neutral ana-
lysts. '

The engineers within the
BCS are not happy at the re-
strictions at the top, at the lag
end of their career. Each ol the
29 cadres should have a sav in
the pl'llf"t"l'{“"ﬂ.‘i.

Now Prokrichi-BCS rallies
are being held (DS May 28)-- o
non-stop agitational process
for many years under dilferent
regimes. What is the feedback of
the BCS cadres on PARC rec-
ommendations? These sum-
maries may be published for
formation of public opinion. It
is not fair to blame the BCS pgo-
slow programmes; the politi-
clans also play a delinite steer-
ing role behind the scenes. What
PARC has to say on these |s-
sues?

Administrative reforms is a
tough assignment for any
regime. Without thorough de-
bate in the parliament, nothing
definite can be fmposed. The
process has to be transparent;
the third party has to come in.
namely, the public opinion
(through public debates): it is
not a two-way process between
the PARC and the regime. The

beating about the bush has to
stop.

Retd civil servant
Dhaka

Jpayee and erstwhile Pakistan

Prime Minister Nawaz Sahrif. -

Ties worsened, first as a fallout
of Kargil conflict and followed
by the change of government in
Pakistan.

Although the change is an
internal matter of that country,
it has adversely affected bilat-
eral ties. India views General
Pervez Musharraf as the mas-
terinind of Kargil when Pak-
istan-backed fighters occupied
several hills in the Indian side
of the line of control {(LaC) in
the disputed Kashoir region Is-
lamabad had to call them off
[ollowing pressures from the
US. The developinent was seei
as a setback for Pakistan where
the armyv understandably
blamed the jgovernment* of
Nawaz Sahrif for the 2\
tion. This rift between the army
and the civilian government
eventually led to the ouster of
the elected government of
Sharif and New Delhi considers
General Musharraf as rabidly
anti-Indian, while also gques-
tioning the leiitima{:y of his
regime. For Pakistan, the new
regime has to demonstrate
tough postures against India
compared to Sharif government
against a background of an im-
pression that Pakistan has
been the loser in the Kargil con-
flict. The hijacking of an Indian
Airlines plane from Kath-
mandu to Kandahar further
worsened the relationship.

It was llmu%ht that there
could be some glimmer of hope
as the US President tried to per-

pimﬁ- §

tion of land. 1
Putin's recent appointmer
of Mikhail Kasyanov. |
prime minister, has created th
possibility of a

administration inclined ¢

which could trigger

h
cial organisations. Putin .
also n%:dc gseveral appoln,l.
ments in key economic POSE

tions who
views. f:'nut':lll
would appear 10
egy of Cl!::[;ﬂillg da guvcrplilﬂlt .
loyal technicians lu_tl‘l;rirge :
steering the Russian ltﬂil]lﬂ
wlio present no political f eal
to Putin. The country is un er
going a traumafic prc}cesj ﬂ‘aa
justment. In less than a de de
it lias lost an empire, itS SUper
power status, 1S ull+perxfasiﬂ_
ileology. and much of its eco

nomic structure, :,.

appointmen
reflect a sirat

But it is not all negative. Thys

economy Is buoyed up by !
benefits of recent devaluatl
and high oil prices. Price sid

ity is one of the main surr."l. "

stories in an otherwise OIF
nary economic report. The t's
sic fundamentals for an et
nomic revival is there. The ne
Russian President occuples a
position of Ihmmense power;
given to him by one of Europe
most lop-sided constitutions, |
is thus in his power to Initiate
process of genuine reform an
renewal, If that happens. a i
fure reporl card on Russia wi
be reasonably upbeat and m
foresee a tinie when the Russ

prople will escape the mise
yoverty and corruption th
'ld\.'{‘ plagued so many ol them
in recent years,

suade them for dialogue an
show restraint. As Clinton had
spoken to leaders of India and
Pakistan on the need for lins
proving the belligerent condi-
tions. some kind of forwar
movement — however small
would have been a logical corok
larv to the visit. But this has
not taken place. On the cons
trary, dialogue and resumption
of talks seem as difficult as it
seemed before (’.Tliltlm]'s_riall.
India has not accepted a formal
Pakistan proposal for fresh
talks. It has also attached somme
kind of conditions like that Is-
lamabad should feel sorry foF
violating the agreement related
to the LoC. On the other I1;1‘nf}
Pakistan wants useful and seris
ons talks on Kashmir. Obvis
ously. all this makes the situas
tion more complex.

Against such a bac kdrop,
Pickering's talks in New Delhi
and Islamabad assume signifi-

£

technocratit
'?I' “'

wards liberal economic reforug
fresh lendd

ing from international fnam

share reformist

cance. as Washington possibly
Avarits ta know if the two coun-
tries have made any progres
towards reducing tensions
Pakistan told the senior US of
ficial that it wants “result-orls
ented dialogue with India which
the latter has spumed™. On the
other hand, India _
him the problems it was lacing
in resiing talks with Pak-
istan was because of the currens

as hif

informeady

nature of the relationship. ang i

probably, also due to the
“character™ of the governmens
in that country

Evidently. both say that they
are Keen to see a better politica
climate in the region but it i
being thwarted bv the 'othe
side. This situation. notwitly
standing. continuons push fof
peace 1may create hope lor bettd
Indo-Pak relationship

Counter Forces Above.

by Abul M Ahmad

Bangladesh is becoming a mad house of illega.

liberties; while the numerous anniversaries on

personalities go ahead unabated. Are we better
dreamers than pragmatist?

THE pre-budget representa-
tions from the private
sector of the usual
‘demands’ for reduction of vari-
ous kinds of government levies,
duties, taxes. supplementary
taxes in the different sectors
have been started by the apex
bodies of the traders and busi-
nessmen, advising the Finance
Minister on pre-budget tips and
[eedbacks.

On the other hand, as per
press reports, the %‘mffumenl IS
hard up with cash flow prob-
lems. and has borrowed about
Taka five thousand crore from
the banks to pay the salaries of
the civil servants, causing liq-
uidity crisis in the banking sec-
tor. How to balance the recur-
ring budget vis a vis counter
lorces above? Have these pleas
for reduction in taxes any rela-
tion to increase in the system
elliciency? (Noting that no
agency preferred to reveal to the
public efforts made to reduce
the system loss in their respec-
tive sectors).

On the other hand. the soci-
ety appears to be exploding with
violence and lawlessness. Now
a pre-cadet school student ol
class VI has been murdered in a
hostel by the hostel mates ou a
simple pilferage episode. A mi-
nor child of a Customs officer
in Chittagong has been Kkid-
napped for ransom by hood-
lums while plaving oulside the
residence.

It means that the evil prac-
tices and deeds at the op are
eroding the other sectors of the
society, adversely allecting the
lower age f,l oups, including the
minors. Also in the education
sector, unfair means at the ex-
anis has reached its peak, and is
seemingly out of control: and

the education sector is in
shambles.
he ex-political student

leaders are now engaged n toll
collection. control of tenders,
cocrcion, forced occupation,
aud other Kinds of illegal activ-

ities. The Nagar Bhavan (DCC
has reportedly become a den ¢
terrorists. Vacant plots of land
are being openly occupied ille
gally by the activists of hiddel
godlathers. The government
appears to be helpless: or 8
abetting The serionsness i
Lachimg the social and crimi
el problemms s sy no
there. The e e SANEIT n-l... of the

new PSA-2000 is invisibye uit
BCS Judicial cadre js said ta b
ultra vires (DS Mayv 211

Bangladesh is l)r'('mning a 1nad
house of illegal liberties: whild
the numerous anniversaries o
personalities go ahead unp-
abated. Are we 111‘~1l:‘r dreamers
than pragmatist?

With such a bleak record o
'selfless’ public ‘“service’, 1o
this regime hopes to come b
o power is a mystery, kee:
in mind the raging controy
on appointing a new CEC_ A
Nagorik Samaj has b,
launched. and the CHT o])jefs
are in a fiery mood (DS May 21
it is hell let loose on all front
The vultures have stirted |
cling the skylines
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~ No use pointing out hundre
of other examples whicly. ad let
p. present a grim picture of
disintegration ol the budd i
society, led by the politicia s
who are so proud of hay
come back to power in 19 11
and who now have made the |
g conditions worse. It js i
derstandable why most of |
global problems wdav are e 1
tcal in origin.

. .
Who will and can rin ld-.l o

next government is anvhods |
guess. It is not a pleasant ta
and sinee the public conseig 2
eSS IS very high, the aceon
illlllil}' CAlrelse will take )
oll. The curve of recession i
depression has to change §
wards, because it cannot .
down any further. Leadershiy -
I crisis, and they have to o
up to expectations. ar be f

pared to give way 1o others.
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